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P R RIS e CINTH

THE Voyage which is here presented to the public has no pretensions to
new discoveries, and can boast but little of its collection of new and im-
portant facts. It will conduct the reader precisely over the same ground
which a much abler writer has previously occupied in ¢ The Authentic
Account of an Embassy to China ;” and in whose hands were placed, in
fact, a great part of the materials of which it is composed. The expecta-
tion, therefore, of new discoveries and extraordinary occurrences, which
in books of voyages and travels is alone sufficient to keep the attention
constantly on the stretch, should only be indulged to a moderate degree in
the perusal of the present work. Yet although the ground.may already have
been trodden, the range is so extensive, the prospects so various, and the
objects so numerous, that new scenes are not difficult to be exhibited, nor
those before observed to be sketched in different positions, as seen from
different points of view. The lapse of ten or twelve years, having ma-
terially changed the aspect of the political horizon in every part of the
world, has also given scope for new suggestions and refiections which
could not exist when the voyage was made, but which are particularly ap-
plicable to the present time. Besides, every foreign country, though it
may have been visited by fifty different voyagers, will still present something
new for the observation of the fifty-first. Such a variety of objects pass before
the view of an attentive traveller, affording so wide a range for observa-
tion and reflection, that there is little danger of the materials being speedily
a
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exhausted. It may be observed, likewise, that the same objects are
capable of exciting a greater or less degree of interest according to the
manner in which they are viewed and represented, and the colouring that
is given to them. The Voyage d’un Philosaphe, by l}gonsieur Le Poivre,
contains in point of fact no new discoveries, very little information, and
that little not always correct, and abounds in declamation ; yet it is a book
that always has been and must continue to be read with pleasure, and
one from which some instruction may be derived.

The Author is not unaware of an objection that may be urged against the
present work, on account of the shortness of the stay made at each of the
places which were visited on the voyage. He certainiy does not mean to set
up pretensions to ample and accurate information on every subject which
he has introduced : a book of voyages or travels does not indeed insply it ;
but, at the same time, he has no hesitation in saying that, by him who makes
a proper use of his eyes and his ears, much knowledge may be collected
within the sphere of his observations, in the course of a very few days. It
has justly been remarked, that a person will obtain a more correct notion of
a city or town from walking the length of one of its principal streets, than
from the most detailed description. The truth of the observation will be
felt by every one who may have passed up one side and down the other
of the High Street in Oxford. In like manner the natural historian, in
skimming over the surface of a country, will be able to seize and to com-
municate 2 more distinct and comprehensive view of its productions, and
their value, than one who, ignorant of natural history, shall have passed his
whole life upon the spot.  And here the Author cannot but lament his own
want of knowledge, and consequently the deficiency of his materials, in this
part of his subject. It was in the progress of the voyage he was first made
sensible of the high and important advantages which a competent knowledge
of natural history is capable of imparting. To him thus instructed, every
living creature, however contemptible it may appear to common eyes ;
every plant that grows, from the stately tree of the forest down to the
humble moss; every stone, from the sparkling diamond to the dull
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pebble that strews his path ; in short, every objet in the creation, how-
ever insignificant in ordinary estimation, is capable of exciting in the
naturalist a lively.degree of interest. Whether he may chance to stroll
the flowery fields, or climb the mountain’s brow, or walk the street, or
sail upon the ocean, he has at all times and on all occasions the means
within himself of deriving from the surrounding objects a pleasure and an
advantage denied to those who have neglected the study of this valuable
branch of science. Such will only meet with dreary wastes, and feel no
other sensation than that of weariness, where tlie observer of nature

¢ Tinds tongucs in trees, books in the running brooks,
¢ Sermons in stones, and good in every thing.”’

But not to himself alone are confined the superior advantages which ne-
cessarily result from the knowledge of natural history. Without a
systematic classification, it is next to impossible to communicate to others
distinct ideas of any particular object among the almost endless variety
that occurs in the universe. ‘I'o say that an unknown plant resembles such
a plant that is known, when perhaps in point of fact they are totally un-
like, except in the shape of a leaf, is conveying not only vague but faulty
information. The Author would, therefore, most earnestly recommend
to every young person, and more particularly to such as may be designed
for travel, the study of natural history; by which he will contribute
largely to the stock of his own pleasures, as well as to the real information
of those to whom he may afterwards communicate his observations.

The moral and physical advancement or retardation of Europeans in their
foreign settlements ; theinfluence of their conduct on that of the natives, and
its effect in promoting the happiness or increasing the misery of the latter, in
accelerating or retarding their progress towards civilization ; their endea-
vours to extend the cultivation of such articles of colonial produce as are
valuable for local consumption or for commerce, are subjects of the highest
importance to the concerns of humanity, but such as can only be ac-
curately represented after long and patient investigation, conducted with-
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out partiality and without prejudice. On those subjects, therefore, more
will not be expected in the present work than what the time afforded the
means of acquiring.

»

* 8o little is known to Europeans of the kingdom of Cochinchina, that
every piece of authentic information respecting it may be considered as
valuable. The historical sketch of the affairs of this country for the last
thirty years, the rapid progress made by the extraordinary talents and
exertions of the present King in the recovery of the ancient domains of
that country out of the hands of usurpers, the treaty concluded between
him and Louis XVI. of Irance, and the causes which annulled that treaty,
will be found important in a national and political point of view. The
substance of this sketch is taken from a manuscript memoir drawn up by
Captain Barissy, a Irench naval officer who, having several years com-
manded a frigate in the service of the King of Cochinchina and being an
able and intelligent man, had the means and the opportunity of collecting
accurate information. ‘I'hat the English East India Company know so
very little of a country of such extent and importance as Cochinchina is,
though situated nearly in the direct track of their China fleets, and sup-
plying many valuable articles for the China market, is not a little sur-
pusing. It is to be feared, however, that the growing influence of the
French, already too powerful in that country, will only draw their serious
attention towards it when it is too late to take advantage of those favour-
able circumstances which have long presented themselves. Were the
enemy to renew this treaty and employ actively against us the force that
was intended for the purpose, just when the French revolution put an end
to all the plans of the old government, it is exceedingly doubtful whether

the Fast India Company could any longer be able to maintain their valuable
commerce with China.

The Journey into the Interior of Southern Africa, inserted as a sup-
plementary article at the end of the Voyage, was undertaken by the order
and at the expense of the Cape Government, for the purpose of discover-
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ing whether any and what tribes of native inhabitants, dwelling to the
north-eastward of the colony, might possess a sufficient stock of horned
cattle, beyond the supply of their own wants, to replace the vast numbgrs
which had perished in the scttlement in the course of a dry and sic’dy
season. Mr. Truter member of the Court of Justice and Mr. Somerville
the garrison surgeon were appointed Commissioners of the  expedition.
The manuscript journal, of which the Author has availed himsclf, was
written in Dutch by Mr. Truter. It contains a plain and detailed narrative
of all their proceedings, as for instance the exact time they travelled on
each day, the names of the places where they halted, the number of sheep
bought and consumed, the quantity of knives, beads, flints and steels
given in exchange for every ox they procured, of tobacco distributed
among the Hottentots, and a variety of other matters which Mr. Truter,
in his official capacity, thought it his duty to notice, but which the trans-
lator conceived might very properly be omitted without diminishing the
interest. He thinks it right at the same time to observe, that Mr. Truter
is responsible only for the facts and descriptions ; and that, from his own
knowledge of the country, the Author has taken the liberty to introduce
many of his own remarks and observations. I'rom this journal he has also
laid down, on his own reduced chart, a route of the journey, which,
though probably not strictly accurate, will be found sufficiently so for the
assistance of future travellers.

¢ This article might perhaps, with more propriety, have formed an ap-
pehdix to the Author’s ¢ Travels in Southern Africa,” being intimately
connected with the same subject. At the time, however, when his Second
Volume of that work was put to the press, he understood it was the intention
of Mr. Somerville to publish an account of the expedition of which he bore a
part, and for which he was consequently better qualified than any other per-
son ; he therefore forebore, on this account, making use of the materials then
in his hands. “But as the Cape of Good Hopeis once again a British settle-
ment, and as Mr. Somerville seems to have wholly abandoned the idea
of favouring the public with whatever information he may have col-
4
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lected, the Author deems it of sufficient importance to make known to the
public the extent to which discoveries have already been pushed into the
southern part of the continent of Africa; and from the intelligence which
is herein contained respecting the civilized Barroloos, he cannot suppress
a hope that the African Association will be induced to prosecute their dis-
coveries in Southern as well as Northern Africa, especially as the pos-
session of the Cape holds out such great facilities for the undertaking.
Here there are no inhuman and unrelenting Moors to oppose and harass
the progress of the traveller ; he can here proceed without molestation
over wide trackless plains as secure as they are solitary, and pass with equal
security through a succession of mild and harmless inhabitants. And
though Southern Africa boasts not of a Niger, it has its Garicp or Orange
River, whose magnitude and known length of course are sufliciently re-
markable to make the source of the one an object of interest as well as
the vent of the other. But, what is of much greater importance to hu-
manity, the traveller will here have the satisfaction to find that, in the
interior and central parts of the southern continent, a state of slavery is
not the predestined and inevitable lot of the native African. He may here
likewise promise to himself a constant succession of new objects, in every
branch of natural history. It was a common observation among the
Romans, which they borrowed from the Greeks, that ¢ Africa always
¢ affords something new ;” the justness of which, as the late journey suffi-
ciently proves, holds good in our own times. In fact, the geography, the na-
tural productions, and the various tribes of natives inhabiting the interior
parts of this great continent may yet be considered as unknown ; and con-
scquently a wide field is here presented for the researches of the inquisitive
and philosophical traveller.  Little was it suspected that at no greater
distance from the southern angle of Africa (which has now been colonized
near two hundied years) than seven hundred miles, and not more than
three hundred miles from the skirts of the Cape settlement, a tribe of
natives should for the first time have been discovered (for nothing was
known of them but from vague report) within the last five years :—a
people living together in large societies, in peace, security, and happiness ;
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whose chief place of residence formed a town, embracing a population of
nearly fifteen thousand souls! Still less did our travellers expect to hear
of other societies dwelling in towns many times the extent of that which
they saw with their own eyes, at the distance only of a few days’ journey
beyond the spot to which they themselves had proceeded. These facts
being now established, the Author cannot forbear repeating how strongly
he entertains a hope that the African Association will feel an irresistible
impulse to open- an intercourse with the Barroloos, and not lose the fa-
vourable opportunity which now presents itself of extending our knowledge
of Southern Africa.

The Author deems it unnecessary to say any thing respecting the En-
gravings which illustrate and embellish his book. As works of art they
speak for themselves ; and he has only to observe, that they arc faithful
representations of those objects which they profess to describe.
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THE ISLAND OF MADEIRA.

The Bay of Biscay—Current setting into the Mediterranean explained by an
Experiment—Remarkable: Appearance of Madeira—Town of Funchal—
Cathedral—Franciscan Convent, and Chamber of Shkulls— Nunnerics—
Climate and Diseases—Condition of the Inbabitants— Portugucze Beggars—
Clergy—English Inbabitants— Discovery of the Island—its Defences—
Productions—Wines—bhow and to what Amount exported—Fiery Meteor.

ON; the 26th of September 1792, our little squadron, con-
sisting of the Lion ship of war of sixty-four guns, the Iin-
dostan Indiaman, and the Jackal Brig, sailed from Spithead
with a fair and fresh breeze, which, as we procceded down
the Dritish Channel, increased to an equinoctial gale from
the south-west, and compelled us to scek for shelter in Torbay.
Here we remained two days, when, the wind becoming mo-
derate and favourable, we again put to sca and rolled ra-
pidly across the bay of Biscay, which, like the ¢« Wavering
Nation,” as Shakspeare aptly calls it, whosc shores it laves, is
B
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ever in a state of restlessness, even in the midst of a calm.
There are few scenes in nature so terrific and sublime, so well
calculated to impress the mind with wonder and admiration,
as a storm at sea ; and tremendously awful must such a scene
have appeared to him,

¢« Who first to the wild Ocean’s rage
Launch’d the frail bark, and heard the winds engage

Tempestuous.”

As we approached Cape Tinisterre the water became
much smoother, but at the same time the effects of the well-
known current, which flows incessantly towards the Mediter-
rancan, began to be sensibly felt—a current which, in the
strait of Gibraltar, is so strong as to prevent ships from pass-
g into the Atlantic with a westerly breeze, however mode-
rate. This phenomenon has in part bieen explained by the
bhypothesis of the learned and ingenious Doctor Halley, which
supposes the quantity of water evaporated from the surface
of the Mediterranean to be greater than the quantity thrown
into it by the rains and rivers, and consequently that, in
order to preserve the level by supplying the deficiency, there
must necessarily be a constant tendency of the Atlantic to
rush into the Mediterranean.

It has since, however, been

supposed, though as far as my knowledge extends not
proved, that an under-current sets as constantly out of
the Mediterranean into the Atlantic. It is always plea-
sant to find ingenious theory corroborated by simple facts ;
and as the following experiment, communicated to me by
Admiral Patton, applies so directly to the point,and accounts
for the two currents in a manner so satisfactory, T shall tran-
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scribe it without making any comment. The Admiral took
up a small flask of salt water in the Atlantic Ocean, near Cape
Saint Vincent, which weighed 220z. 5drs.  'Lhe same quan-
tity, in bulk, of salt water taken up by him in the Mediter-
ranean near Minorca, was found to be 13 grains heavier.
"I'wo decanters were afterwards filled, one with fresh, the other
with salt water, their specific gravities differing in the above
proportion, and the fresh water tinged with red colouring
matter. The decanters being placed horizontally, and their
necks closely luted, a gradual interchange of their contents
was observed to take place, the fresh and coloured water
making its way through the upper, and the salt water m a
contrary direction through the lower, part of the necks; being
a just representation of the upper and under currents, which
are supposed to flow in contrary directions through the
strait of Gibraltar.

Welcome as the sight of land must always be after a sca-
voyage, it will be doubly so to the passenger who, for the
first time, has been bufletted by the billows of the Bay of
Biscay. Yet the appearance of the mountainous island of
Madeira, enveloped, as it usually is, in the obscurity of a
dense cloud, is far from being inviting. So rarely indecd 1s
its gloomy mantle drawn aside, that when Gonsalez Zarco
discovered the island of Porto Santo, though at the distance
only of 40 miles from Madeira, he remained at the former
for a length of time, without even conjecturing that the latter
might be habitable land. Ie and his people had obhserved
with marked attention the thick black cloud hovering con-
stantly over the same spot of the horizon; an appearance
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which inspired them with a superstitious and reverential awe,
being firmly persuaded, as men were in those days, that

“ ——"Tis not vain or fabulous

(Though so esteem’d by shallow ignorance)

What the sage poets, taught by th’ heavenly muse,
Story’d ot old in high immortal verse,

Of dire chimeras and inchanted isles,

And rifted rocks, whose entrance leads to hell.”

In fact, it was the popular conjecture, that this settled
gloom might be suspended over onc of the mouths of hell.

The point of elevation, at which this cloud rests on the
brow of the mountain, is said to be regulatcd generally by the
course of the sun ; floating at his meridian altitude as a thin
fleece on the aérial su mmit, and descending as he sinks into the
western horizon in dense volumes to the skirts of tlie town,
over which it remains suspended during the whole night. As
the next rising sun gradually dissipates this heavy vapour, a
succession of objects, full at least of novelty to the stranger,and
of great variety, is unfolded to the eye. On the sweeping shore
of a spacious bay, whose extreme points are high and rugged
volcanic rocks, is situated the town of Funchal, the white build-
ings of which, contrasted with the surrounding rocks of black
lava,and the lively verdure of the plantations on the brow of the
mountain, convey neither an unpleasing nor an unpicturesque
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effect. Interspersed among these plantations are numerous

dehghtful villas, churches, chapels, and convents, various in

point of form and' situation, and mounting one above the

other on the steep acclivity, till they are lost in the obscurity

of the hanging cloud. The highest visible object that parti-
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cularly catches the eyc is the convent of Nossa Senkora do
Monte, our Lady of the Mountain, which, being surrounded by
gardens and groves and avenues of chesnut-trees, appears
as if buried in the niidst of a forest. 'The ivide open bay
with the shipping at anchor, the numerous craft on the beach,
the Ilheo or Loo tock, a huge insulated mass of black lava,
surmounted with batteries, constitute a foreground that 1s
well suited to the grandeur of the scenery on shore. But the
annexed view of that part of the island immediately over the
town, reduced from a drawing taken by Mr. Daniell, on
board a ship at anchor in the bay, will recal to the recollec-
tion of those, who may have viewed it from the same situation,
its general features as they appear from thence, better than
any description which I can pretend to give.

The bay of Funchal, at all times indifferent as a place of
anchorage for shipping, is considered as extremely dangerous
from the autumnal to the vernal equinox, when the strong
southerly winds cause a high and rolling swell of the sea to
be thrown in upon the shore. Poor Mackintosh, who com-
manded the Hindostan, was in a state of constant alarm and
uneasiness while we remained here, having on a former visit
to this place lost his ship, when every soul on board perished ;
he and his cook escaped the melancholy fate of their compa-
nions by being on shore.

How deceitful are oftimes the fairest appecarances; and
how frequently is the beauty of objects, when viewed from a
distance, converted into real deformity on a ncarer approach!
After a difficult and disagreeable landing, on account of the
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'g¢, which breaks with violence on a rough pebbled beacls,
ic passenger enters directly into the irregular and meanly
l,u It town of I'unchal, whose streets are narrow, crooked, and
dirty, some paved with small pomted pebbles, that seem to
pr-'cc through the soles of the shoes at every step, and others
without any pavement but the ridges of schistose lava breaking
through the surface, whose pointsare not less sharp than the for- -
mer. The mountain rills trickle through some of the streets in
their pass age to the bay ; but, instead of contributing to the
cleanliness of the town, these little streamlets are productive
of every kind of nuisance. Here the inhabitants wash their
clothes, clean their fish, deposit the offals of butchers’ shops,
empty the contents of their night-machines, and, in short,
bring together all the filthy and offensive materials that are
collected or gencrated in the town. T'he number of liogs that
are attracted by this plentiful supply of provender, and that
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are suflered to run loose about the streets, is another source
of ann oyance to the passenger; for these four-legged gentry
are <o famil ax, that he who happens to walk the length of a

eet without be ing gently brushed by some of them maye
consider himself as being in great luck.
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The few good dwelling-houses that are found in the town
are those which are ocenpied by the British merchants, who
have established themselves here in the wine trade; thesc
houses are in general sufliciently spacious, but neither com-
modious nor comfortable. These and a few others ex-
cepted, all the rest have rather a mean appearance. "T'heir roofs
are chiefiy covered with tiles, on which large loose stones are

laid to prevent their being carried away by the blasts of

vy .-',u'i; WL § -'LI‘.Q‘HO'




MADEIR A. ,

wind that occasionally blow with great violence from the
mountains behind the town. The extent of Funchal may be
rearly a mile in a line parallel with the beach, and rather
more than half a mile in depth. It is said to contain two
thousand houses, occupied by about twelve thousand inha-
bitants. There are besides six other small towns or villages
on the island, the whole population of which, including
Funchal, is estimated to amount to about ninety thousand
persons.

At a little distance behind the government-house, which
stands within the fort Lorenco, and overlooks the bay, is the
Passao Publico, the public mall, a short but very pretty walk,
well shaded with orange or lime trees, willows and poplars.
On one side of the entrance stands the theatre, which is sel-
dom opened, and on the other the hospital. TFunchal, like
other towns and cities of Roman Catholic countrics, has no
L?:arcity of churches and convents ; but we met with little in
any of them that could be considered as deserving of parti-
cular notice. The beams and the roof of the cathedral are

_pointed out to strangers as being of cedar, a species of tree
~with which it is said the island was at its discovery nearly
covered. Another curiosity which is shewn in the town is a
chamber in onc of the wings of the Franciscan convent, the
walls and ceiling of which are completely covered with rows
of human skulls and human thigh bones, so arranged that
in the obtuse angle made by every pair of the latter, cross-
ing each other obliquely, is placed a skull. The only vacant
space that appears is in the centre of the side opposite to
the door, on which there is an extraordinary painting above
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a kind of altar, but what the subject is intended to represent
I am really at a loss to decide. A figure in the picture,
intended probably for St. Francis, the patron saint, seems to
be intent on trying in a balance the comparative weight of a
sinper and a saint. DBut the very accurate drawing from
which the annexed print was taken, and with which I have
bcen favoured by Mr. Daniell, will perhaps best explain
the subject. A dirty lamp suspended from the ceiling, and
just glimmering in the socket, served dimly to light up this
dismal den of skulls. The old monk who attended as shew-
man was very careful to impress us with the idca that they
were all rclics of holy men who had died on the island; but
I suspect they must occasionally have robbed the church-
yard of a few lay-brethren, and perhaps now and then of a
heretic, (as strangers are interred in their burying ground,) in

0.
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order to accumulate such a prodigious number which, on a
rough computation, I should suppose to amount to at least
three thousand. The skull of one of the holy brotherhood
was poiuted out as having a lock-jaw, which occasioned his
death ; and, from the garrulity of our attendant, I have no
doubt we might have heard the history of many more equally
important, which, though thrown away upon us who had no
taste for craniology, would, in all probability, have been
highly interesting to Doctor Gall, the famous lecturer on
skulls in Vienna. On taking leave we deposited our mite
on the altar, as charity to the convent, which seems to be
the principal object in view of collecting and exhibiting this
memento mor: of the monastic and mendicant order of St.
Francis.
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There are other convents, to which young women are some-
times sent for the purpose of completing their education; but
not a single instance of the vell having been taken occurs for
many years past. Married women also, who are particularly
tenacious of their character, and who wish to be considered as
models of chastity and virtue, sometimes retire into a convent
during the absence of their husbands. In those which were
visited by our party, we saw only a few antiquated virgins,
who aflected a considerable degree of shyness; and though
their air and general appearance were not ill calculated to
inspire feelings of pity, it was not, however, of that kind
which « melts the soul to love,” but whose less powerful in-
Huence pleads rather to the purse than to the heart : and
accordingly we gave them, what was considered to be the most
acceptable, a few dollars in exchange for picces of paper cut
into representations of the virgin, and saints, and crucifixes.
A general languor, occasioned by confinement and the unvaried
insipidity of a monastic lifc, frequently passes in the nun as
the token of patient resignation and we are apt to attach a
lively interest to young females, who are thus so cruelly, as
we suppose, separated for ever from all society except that
of each other: but it is by no means clear that we do not
often ascribe to persons under such circamstances notions of
purity and delicacy, which are more romantic than just. It
is extremely doubtful if they possess those exalted sentiments,
nice feelings, and sound understandings, which prevail among
females of those countries where they are allowed to enjoy
unrestrained freedom. ‘The education of the former is suited to
prepare them for their future condition : they are held in such
little consideration in their own family, that they are fully

C
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aware they cannot be less esteemed in a convent ; and they
make the sacrifice of their liberty under the consoling reflec-
tion that, by so doing, they shall secure everlasting happiness
in the world to come.

The residence of a few days among a foreign people cannot
be supposed to furnish much information of their manners,
character, and condition. It requires no little time to get
rid of our own prejudices ; and, while labouring under the in-
fluence of those, we are apt to forget the making of a due
allowance for the prejudices of others. Tt does not require,
however, any very long stay at Madeira to perceive that the
great bulk of the people of Funchal, as in most other cities,
is doomed to encounter the ills of poverty :—ills that, in this
country, however, on which Nature has bestowed so fine a
climate, would seem to be rather owing to some mismanage-
ment on their own part, than to any system of oppression in
the government, deficiency in the means of subsistence, or
other moral or physical causes. The steady and moderate
temperature which "this island enjoys is scarcely excelled in
any part of the world. In the winter months, the mercury in
Fahrenheit’s thermometer seldom descends below 55°, or rises
higher than 65°; and the usual range in summer is from 66°
to 76°. It is visited, however, occasionally, but very rarely,
by a kind of Sirocco wind from the eastwdrd, that scorches
vegetation, and renders the air suflocating and msupportable ;
at such time, the thermometer rises to 90° or 95°. It
cannot be the climate, therefore, that occasions the meagre,
sallow, and sickly appearance which the inhabitants of }:un-
chal generally wear, but may rather be attributed to the
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poverty of their food, which chiefly consists of fish, pumplkins,
and sour wine, or pernicious spirits : to a lite of drudgery and
exposure to great vicissitude of climate, by daily ascending
the steep and lofty mountains in search of fuel: and, above
all, to a total disregard of cleanliness. As a corroborative
proof of this being the case it may be mentioned, that almost
all the natives are infected with what they consider an in-
curable cutaneous discase, a species of iteh, which is attended
with an extraordinary degree of virulence and inflammation.
I do not remember to have seen or heard of any remarkable
instance of longevity ; and the chances are, that Dr. Price,
in speaking of the mortality of this island as one in fifty only
of the population, while that of London he considers as one
in twenty, is not less inaccurate in these instances than in
many other of his calculations.

The peasantry, however, like all other mountainecers, are a
strong, healthy, hardy race of men, whose chiet employment
consists in the various occupations of agriculture, but more
particularly in the cultivation of the vine. When the vintage
is over, and the labours of the vineyard suspended for the
season, several hundreds may daily be scen descending the
mountain paths, in their way to the town, with their borrachas,
or goat-skin bags of wine, slung on a stick across the
shoulder.

In all countries where little progress has been made in the
refinements of civilization, the drudgery of labour is unfairly
thrown on the weaker sex. In our excursions among the
mountains of Madeira, we observed great numbers of women,

CE2
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both old and young, cutting down broom and cytisus, and
other frutescent plants, as fuel to be used in the town, which
they afterwards bear in large bundles on the head ; travelling
barefooted on sharp stoney roads, and down frightful pre-
cipices, over a distance of at least ten or twelve miles every
day. 'The men, who are employed in the same business, go
out at two or three o'clock in the morning, in order that they
may return to Funchal before the heat of the day, when it is
usual to see them basking at full length in the streets before
their doors, conveying to a stranger an idea of their extreme
indolence, which, however, is far from being the case with
this class of men, whose chief occupation is that of sup-
plying the town with firewood. Those who may prefer
a life of ease, with scanty meals, to the comfort of a decent
livelihood to be procured by moderate labour, are such as are
occasionally employed in fishing, in shipping wines, which are
usually slipped to the beach on sledees drawn by oxen, in smug-
gling, or in furnishing seamen with wine and spirits. Such
employments occupy only a small portion of the day, and
not many days in the week. Some few are engaged in the
preparation of a sort of white leather for boots, coarse woollens
for caps and jackets, and striped linens for trowsers. A linen
or calico shirt, a pair of canvas or checked linen trowsers,
and a red or blue woollen cap, mostly of the latter colour
and not unlike the late sacred emblem of Gallic liberty, con-
stitute their usual dress, which, with their sallow and meagre
looks and long black hair, gives them a ferocious appearance,
that an unprotected stranger would not be desirous of en-
countering in a lonely place; yet they are in fact a civil,
harmless, and well-disposed people.
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The dress of the female mountain wood-cutters consists of
a shift, a petticoat, and a thick cap or coarse handkerchief
tied about the head. The middle class of people, who carn
a livelihood by keeping shops, by carrying on a petty traffic, or
by practising some of the handicraft trades, are distinguished
in their dress from the vulgar by the addition of a hat, shoes
and stockings, and a long black cloak, which frequently con-
ceals beneath its covering a multitude of rents and patches.
Their wives and daughters are almost invariably habited in
black cloth petticoats, and a jacket of the same material,
with a large hood drawn over the head. It would be unrea-
sonable to expect that the women of this place should exhibit
the most perfect models of purity and delicacy ; but we were
not exactly prepared to observe these hooded matrons and
damsels stepping aside, with perfect composure, to the creeks
and corners of the streets and, like Madame Rambouillet,
« plucking their roses,” in open day, and in full view of every

passenger.

Nor do the men, who affect to rank among the upper
classes of society, appear to feel those elevated notions of in-
dependence which attach to their condition in other countries :
for instance, they are not ashamed of begging in the public
streets. The monks of St. Francis profess it por amor de
Deos ; and the laity beg for the love of themselves. Contrary
to the custom of our beggars, who assume at least the out-
ward appearance of being objects of compassion, and fre-
quently of disgust, a Portugueze puts on his best coat when
he goes a begging.  This may not be so much the case in Ma-

7
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deira as in some of their commercial stations in the East,
once flourishing, now sunk into ruin and wretchedness., 1
recollect distinetly, when we were at Macao, to have ohserved
one of the inhabitants asking charity at the T

nglish factory,
dressed in his bag-wig and sword.

Indeed the miserable
people of that settlement are half supported from the moncy
that is either spent, or given in charity, by the English and
other Furopean houses which are established there for the
conveniency of their commerce with China.

Tt would seem that the clergy of Madeira are not very rigid
in exacting from others the dutics of religion, nor in se

tting an
example of pious conduct in their own persons.

On the con-
trarvy, the loose manners, the intemperate mode of life and the
free conversation of many of the monks are a disor.
sacred office which they hold ; yet these men
selves the character of guardi

ace to the
assuime to them-
ans of public morals, and, under
this cover, sometimes make use of the most extraordin

ary and
unwarrantable liberties.

We observed, with astonishment, at
the Governor’s table, the impertinent, indecent, and dec-
bauched conduct of a drunken fat friar; and were cqually
surprized at the little pains that were taken to check his
carcer.  ‘These men carry about with them evident marks of
good living ; and if the general appearance of the inhabitants
indicates few symptoms of plenty or comfort, that of the

clergy at least is such as even Ceesar might not have objected
to, they being
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The penurious and solitary life of the Portugueze forms a
strikinggcontrast with the splendid and convivial manuer in
which the houses of the English merchants are constantly kept
open for the accommodation of strangers who may call at the
island. If the English at home be represented by foreigners
as a cold, formal, and distaut people, they have at least a
very different character abroad. Their hospitality at Madeira
is unbounded ; and the state of society, the delightful climate,
and the variety with which the island abounds, are such that
he, who could not spend here.a few months with pleasure and
satisfaction, must be possessed of a very fastidious taste. The
Portugueze: Governor, however, was a soclal, well-bred, and
respectable man. Ile entered nto all the parties of the
English, during our stay on the island. He gave, also, a
most sumptuous entertainment at the govcrmncnt—house:
and, as few nations, beside our own, exhibit on their tables
whole animals, as pigs grinning with oranges in their mouths,
hares squatting as if about to leap down the throats of the
hungry guests, and pheasants with their feathers ready to fly
after them, the Portugueze Governor, in compliment to the
English taste, had employed English cooks for the occasion ;
2 mark of consideration which 1 very much doubt if any of
the British merchants would have condescended to pay to the
Portugueze Governor; as a due respect for the customs and
prejudices of other nations is certainly not.to be found in the
catalogue of an Englishman’s good qualities.

The Governor of this settlement, which is the case in few
belonging to Portugal, has a sufficient allowance to enable
him to support the dignity of his station, and his powers are
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still greater than his appointments are liberal ; yet his whole
income is barely 2000/, a year, about 200/. of which is in the
shape of a present from the English merchants.

The accidental discovery of Madeira is attributed, by most
of the carly voyagers and historians of Portugal, to an Eng-
lishman ; and’the subject is said to be painted on the walls of
a room in the government-house.  Whether the fact be really
s0 or not, the adventures of Robert Macham and the lovely
Anna d’Arfet furnish an interesting and an aflecting story, the
incidents of which are extremely natural, and not improbable.
Goncalvez, indeed, who, after Macham, may be considered
as the discoverer of Madeira, was so much convinced of the
truth of the story which was then prevalent, that he named
the place of his first anchorage Porto dos Inglezos; and, on
his second voyage, changed it to that of Porto de Machino,
in honour of the unfortunate discoverer, which at this day is
corrupted into Porto Machio or Machico. At this place are
still shewn the remains of a cross, that was supposed to have
been erected over the grave of the beautiful and amiable
Anna d’ Arfet, and which they pretend to have been cut out
of the very tree under which she died and was buried.

Whoever might have been the discoverer, it is certain the
Portugueze were the first to tauke possession of it; and in
doing this they are not chargeable with any injustice or
violence, for there was not found a single inhabitant of the
human species upon it. Since that period it has not been
out of their possession ; nor could it perhaps be better placed

for the commerce and convenience of all nations, than in the
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kands of a power which has neither the means nor the inclina-
tion to go to war. In the possession of a great maritime state,
it might be made instrumental, in time of war, in materially
interrupting the commerce of the Fast and West Indies, as al-
most all the outward bound ships to both countries pass within
sight of Madeira or Porto Santo.. I'or the mere improvement
of the island, and of the condition of the people, the English
ought to be the masters ; whilst misery and ruin would be the
wmevitable consequence of its falling into the possession of the
Irench. 'The defences of the island are by no means con-
temptible, nor neglected. The Peak castle which commands
the town on the west, the fort and wall extending alone the
beach, the works on the Loo rock, and the fort of St. Jago
on the east point of the bay, with proper ordnance and a
garrison of two or three thousand men, might oppose a very
obstinate resistance to a much superior force. 'I'he best and
perhaps, indeed, the only practicable landing-place is at
Funchal, where the shot from the castle striking the pebbly
beach, which is from sixty to eighty yards in width and
flanked by batteries at each extremity, would occasion a
dreadful havoc among the invading party, in the attempt of
making good their landing. On the whole island there are
said to be from twelve to fifteen thc usand well-appointed and
regularly trained militia, of which four or five thousand could
be brought, in the course of a few hours, to act at any given
pomt.

In order to pick up a few native plants, and to gain some
little information as to the produce and the rural economy of
the island, we determined to make a long day’s excursion
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across the mountains.  For this purpose we engaged a number
of mules and as many muleteers, cach beast having its
driver who, with his long staff armed with a pike, goads the
animal in the flank, or checks his career by a blow on the
face, to regulate the pace of the beast with his own, without
regard to the feelings of the rider. 'There being very little
level ground on the island, our road was either up steep ac-
clivities, along the edges of frightful precipices, across deep
ravines, or through swampy thickets of brushwood. The
island, however, abounds with grand and picturesque land-
scapes ; and many of the deep vallies exhibit magnificent
and romantic scenery. In the vicinity of the town, and along
the sea-coast, the rocks and stones are mostly formed of com-
pact bluish lava ; but in proportion as we advanced in height,
the volcanic products disappeared, and quartz and close-
grained schistus became more abundant. In crossing the
summit of a mountain, towards the east end of the island, we
met with the crater of an extinct volcano, which appeared to
be about three hundred yards in diameter; the bottomn was
nearly covered with a species of penny-wort.

We saw only a few trees, and these were generally growing
m the deep glens, none of which were remarkable for their
size or their beauty, except the tall and clegant Ardisia excelsa.
Some large trees of a species of cedar, with which the island
1s supposed to have once been covered, are said to be still
growing in the ravines among the higher mountains ; but we
did not meet with any of them. 'The general scarcity of soil,
indeed, which prevails in every -part of the island, except in
particular situations, where rills of water may have carried
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down, in the course of ages, an accumulation of loose carthy
particles, would seem to contradict the common opinion that
its name was given in conscquence of the vast forests with
which it originally abounded. 'There certainly is not the least
appearance that such has cver been the case: thickets of
underwood might have covered several parts of the brow of
the mountain, and such patches of ground 1in the glens as are
now converted into vineyards and orchards; but there never
could have been such forests and thickets as to justify the
idea of the conflagration having lasted for seven years, as we
are told by Portugueze historians. The native shrubby plants
that chiefly prevail are broom, cytisus, whortleberry, laurel,
myrtle, brambles, cuphorbia, cactus, a fine scented jessamine,
and wild olives. It was these which, viewing them from the
ship, our imaginations had transformed into groves of oranges,
lemons, citrons, and other fruit trees that are congenial with
such a climate. A species of lavender, a stock, and several
of our cultivated plants, arc found in their natural state.
The common fern is abundant, so likewise is polypody,
maiden-hair, and other cryptogamous plants. Wormwood,
trefoil, nightshade, bugloss, fox-glove, Saint John’s wort,
convolvulus, plaintain, and many of our grasses grow on the
sides of the hills, wherever there happens to be the smallest
(uantity of soil to fix their roots.

The cultivated plants are vines, oranges, lemons, citrons,
figs, bananas, guavas, apricots, peaches, and Iuropean fruits,
besides good walnuts and chesnuts.  'The island produces
wheat, barley, and rye ; but more than two-thirds of the grain
consuined is imported from the Azores or Western Islands,
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and from America. For more than a century Madeira was
considered as valuable chiefly for the quantity of sugar it
produced ; but since this aromatic reed has been spread over
the continent and islands of the new world, little is now in
cultivation here ; and the sugar extracted from it is of a coarse
uality, used only among the lower class of inhabitants, com-
monly as an inspissated brown juice, not unlike molasses.
I'he arid soil seems much better suited for the growth of the
vine than the sugar-cane. Wine, indeed, may be considered
as the principal product of the island, of which the quantity
made varies, in different years, from fifteen to twenty-five
thousand pipes. “The greatest quantity exported in any one
year appears to have been fifteen thousand pipes, in the fol-
lowing manner :

To the Fast Indies . Pipes 5500
'To England -~ , - - 4500
To the West Indics - - - 3000
To America, and taken away by Americans 2000

15000

The value of which, with a little finit and other articles ex-
ported, may be estimated at 500,000Z, of which more than
400,000/. is taken by Great Britain and its colonies, in ex-
change for various manufactures and provisions, amounting
in value to about 300,000/, making thus a balance against
us of 100,000/. America supplies the island with lumber,
staves, salt provisions, and grain, to the amount of 30,000/.
annually, which is more than is imported into the island by
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Portugal from Europe, Brazfl, and the Azores ; and the whole

AN

amomnt of produce taken by the mother-country from Hla-
deira does not exceed 10,000 The total revenues of the
island, consisting of one-tenth of the produce and duties on
impert and export, arc suid to amount to about 100,000,
out of which, after paying the expences of the civil, military,
and ecclesiastical establishments, the Crown is supposed to
receive about 30,0007, although the old Governor assured
Lord Macartney that the net sum received by the Crown
of Portugal scldom exceeded eight or ten thousand pounds.

It will appear extraordmary, and I should not have ven-
tured to mention it had I not the authority for so doing of
a gentleman who has been thirty years on the island, that so
farge a quantity of wine should annually be sent to Indi,
and consumed there, (for of this not 300 pipes a year arc re-
turned to Europe,) and so little imported into England. The
latter would appear to be of less difficult explanation than the
former ; for although it is supposed that the quantity con-
sumed in Great Britain, under the name of Madeira, 1s, on
the Jeast calculation, equal to the whole uantity that is ex-
ported from the island, or morc than three times what is
actually imported, yet it is well known that a variety of mix-
tures pass for Madeira, some of which are compounded of
wines that never grew on the island, as those of Teneriffe,
Lishon, and Xercs. And with regard to India it may be ob-
served, that although the number of English there 1s very
limited, and few of any other nation drink Madeira wine,
yet this and claret are the only wines in general consumption
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at both the Presidencies and in the army, the former of which
15 freely used during dinner.

This wine is known to possess many extraordinary qualities.
I'have heard it asserted, that if pure genuine Madeira be ex-
posed to frost until it is congealed into a solid mass of ice,
and again thawed by the fire ; if heated to the boiling point,
and then left to cool ; if exposed to the sun for weeks together
n open casks, or placed in damp cellars ; it will not suffer
the least injury by such great and violent changes. 'T'hat part,
however, which is consumed on the island is a raw meagre
beverage, which, if compared with London particular, is as
bad as small beer to fine ale.

2o Ml B W g vy

”

The usual mode of training the vines is by basket-work
fixed to espaliers, about five feet high; but in some vineyards
they are led up trees, or high poles; and in others, cut down
to the height of two or three feet, as at the Cape of Good
Hope. In some places the hills are terraced, in order to re-
tain the soil, by stonc walls. The process of making the
wine is very simple. The grapes are picked from the stalk,
thrown into a vat, pressed first with the foet and afterwards
by a weighted wooden lever. The proprictor of the land and
the collector of the taxes for the Crown hoth attend at the
press ; the latter takes out of the tub his tenth of the whole
must, after which the remainder is equally divided between
the land-owner and the tenant. Fach takes with him a suf-
ficient number of porters to carry away their respective shares,
sometimes 1in barrels, and sometimes in goat-skin borrachas,
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to the cellars in Funchal. The English merchants usually
supply the farmers beforehand with money, to enable them
to make a more extensive tillage.

In the course of our journey we did not observe a single
wild quadruped, and very few birds of any Kkind appeared.
Hogs are said to be turned loose among the thickets to fatten
on roots, and especially on those of fern, by which they ac-
quire a flavour of game. Goats are pretty numerous, and
rabbits are not scarce in the mountains. The island affords but
a scanty supply of food for a few cows, and milk and fresh
butter are consequently accounted among the luxuries in
diet. A few oxen are used in the town for drawing sledges ;
small saddle horses are kept by some, but the common animal
of burden is the mule. Among the birds are hawks, kites,
partridges, pigeons, quails, woodcocks, swallows, sparrows,
grey canarics, finches, and linnets.

There arc few insccts of any kind to annoy the stranger,
as usually happens in warm weather countries ; and not a
venomous reptile has cver been known to exist on the island.
"The honey bee, however, is not uncommon ; and in certain
sheltered valleys, where the surrounding  hills abound 1
heathy plants, the honey is said to be unusually fine, and is
frequently sent as a valuable present to Portugal. Such
wyriads of lizards I never beheld in any country.  On a warm
sanny day, every rock and stone-wall are literally covered
with them. Lhey are perfectly harmless, except that, creep-
ing along the branches of the vine, they pierce the ripe
grapes, and suck out their juice. In doing this they fre<
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quently tumble off and arc caught in small glazed pots, that
are purposely placed underneath to reccive and prevent them
from doing further mischief. This contrivance, however, must
be too cxl‘)cnsi\'e to be general.

We had scarcely descended the heights and reached the
village of Santa Cruz, which is situated on the castern point
of the island, before it became dark ; and we had still ten
miles to travel, along the edges of rocky precipices overhang-
ing the sea-shore, where we had little to trust to beyond the
cautious steps of the mules. In this part of the journey, one
of the most brilliant and beautiful meteors I ever beheld
passed over our heads, from the body of the island, with 2
rustling noise like that of a sky-rocket, appcaring to fall in 2
curvilinear direction into the sea. The duration of its light
we conjectured to be from eight to ten scconds. The first
impression, made by a light so exceedingly brilliant, sug-
gested the idea of a fresh cruption from the volcanic moun-
tains we had just descended, and all eyes were turned towards
that quarter. Our troublesome Journey, as I observe by my
notes, was much shortened in philosophizing on this pheno-
menon.  On the principles of the old-fashioned doctrine which
then (now thirteen years ago) prevailed, it was concluded
that the electric fluid, passing through’contigu.ous or biended
volumes of oxygen and hydrogen gasses Hoating in the upper
regions of the atmosplere, might effect that chemical com-
bination which s known to produce water; and that, not-
withstanding the clear starry hemisphere, we might be caught
i rain before we reached Funchal. 'This did not exactly
happen, but scveral smart’ showers fell in the course of the
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night. The signs and prognostics of the weather become
more than usually interesting to him who has to travel over
desert wastes, where he has no expectation of meeting with
even a hovel to hide him from the storm. Such having been my
case since the period on which 1 am now writing, it may readily
be supposed I was not wholly inattentive to these circum-
stances ; and T can safely say that, as far as my observations
oo, either a clouded atmosphere or rain has invariably suc-
ceeded the appearance of ficry meteors, or, as they are some-
times called, falling stars. Perhaps, indeed, the same eflect of
combining the airs might take place, whether these meteors he
considered as mere electric sparks, or heated masses of stone
formed under circaunstances and ejected from situations equally
unknown. The modern conjecture, that the latter might be
hurled from lunar volcanoes, seems to be the most plausible,
as, under favourable positions of the sun and mooun, calculators
have assured us, that the force required to send a stone from
the latter planct within the attractive sphere of the former
would be little more than three times that of a cannon ball.

Thus the various accounts we meet with, in ancient history,
of stones descending from the heavens, and supposed to have
been ejected from the sun or the moon, are not quite so fabulous
as they weré long held to be.  Tiven modern philosophers dis-
believed the fact, and ridiculed the hypothesis; but they
have at length condescended to concede that the ancients
might be correct as to the fact, and possibly not wrong 1n
their conclusions.  Pliny, who i his natural history has
aiven us a compilation of every thing he had read, heard, or
scen, records an inslance, among others of a similar kind,
b
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of a large stoue which, in the days of Anaxagoras the astroe
nomer, 1s supposed to have fallen from the sun in a district
of Thrace, near the river /Egos ; which stone, he tells us,
was shewn in his own time. 'To this passage the very in-
genious author of Hudibras has thus humourously alluded :

“ For Anaxagoras, long agone,

« Saw hills, as well as you, 1’ th’ moon,

¢ And held the sun was but a piece

¢ Of red hot iron, as big as Greece ;

¢ Believd the heavens were made of stone,
¢ Because the sun had voided one.”

"

But this meteor, I perceive, like an wgnis. fatuus, has led
me astray from my subject, which, not being sufficiently in-
teresting to resume, I shall here conclude, and proceed with-
out further delay on our voyage.
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CHAP. IL
THE ISLAND OF TENERIFFE.

Conduct of the Captain of a French Frigate—DBay of Santa Cruz, its Defences
and Defects—Attacks of Blake and Nelson—Appearance of the Island, and
Town of Santa Cruz—_City of Laguna—Vegetable Productions—City and
Sca-Port Town of Oratava—Tencriffe Winc— Journey up the Peak— Ca-
werns for burying the Dead—The Guanches or Aborigines of Tencriffe—
Condition of the present Inbabitants—The Clergy—Royal  Monopolies—
Improvement of which the Island is capable—Climatc—~Remarkable Instance

of Longevity—Description of the Fortunate Islands by Homer and Plutarch.

rI‘un passage from Madeira to the Canary Islands is, in
most cases, as smooth and pleasant as that between Ing-
land and Madeira is boisterous and disagrecable ; and, in the
present instance, we made the run in less than four days;
having discovered, on the third of our departure, the pointed
summit of the. celebrated peak of Teneriffe, though at the
distance of about sixty miles; an object which, indeed, in
clear weather, is visible ncarly as many leagues.

The Spaniards in their foreign settlements are not accus-
tomed, and indeed generally refuse, to return the salutes of
ships belonging to other pations ; but whether their dechnmg
the compliment - of mutual civility ‘may be ascribed to the
haughty and reserved temper of the govermment, to an afs
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fected superiority, or to a parsimonious saving of gunpowder,
I cannot pretend to determine. Sir Frasmus Gower, know-
mg it to be the case, sent an officer on shore, conformably to
his instructions, to make an offer of the compliment on the
ground of reciprocation, which the Governor, however, with
great politeness, declined; observing that his orders would
not allow hin to make any return; and intimating, at the
same time, that it would be more agreeable if the usual cus-
tom was dispensed with of firing the morning and evening
guns.  When the wishes of a friendly power could be acceded
to on such moderate terms, a refusal would have indicated
more of pride than policy. From Sir Erasmus Gower the
desire of the Governor met with a ready compliance. There
was a I'renchman, however, commanding a frigate at anchor
in the bay, who, in the true spirit of Gallic liberty, disdain-
ing the restraint of orders and port regulations, saluted and
fired his morning and evening guns, in defiance of the rules
laid down by the Spanish government.  Like a tyue Gascon
he had boasted, as we afterwards heard, that, concluding
from the sight of our squadron war must have broken out
between England and France, he had prepared to receive us
with one broadside at least, in order to do all the mischief he
could, pour lhonnewr de la Grande Nation, before he struck
his colours.  Yet thesc are the people who are loudest in
complaining of the tyranny of the English i exercising the
sovereignty of the scas ; but, were the exercise of that SO-
vereignty placed, unluckily for the world, in the hands of the
French, their conduct on the continent is a sufficient test to

evince with what degree of moderation they would hold the
dominion of the ocean.
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On entering the bay of Santa Cruz, situated on the eastern
side of Teneriffe, and casting an eye round the shores, such
a lengthened barrier presents itself of bold rocky projections,
connected in some parts by lines of masonry, and strengthened
in others by so many batteries, that, concluding from appear-
ances, one would not hesitate to pronounce that a small but
well-disciplined garrison must render this part at least of
the island impregnable. There seems to be but one landing-
place that can be considered as tolerably good, in the whole
compass of the surrounding shoe ; and this is within a well-
built mole, projecting obliquely into the bay, and forming a
shallow bason of considerable extent for the protection of the
numerous small craft against the heavy swell of the sea,
which occasionally, indeed almost continually, rolls in during
the winter months. This mole is defended by a work of some
strength at its extremity, and by several forts on each side
of it, which are connected by lines for musquetry running
close along the shore. The anchoring ground in the bay is
so foul and rocky that, unless the cables are tloated up with
buoys, they are liable to be fretted and worn in pieces in no
oreat length of time. The Hindostan, after losing two an-
chors, had nearly been dashed on the lava rocks.  To render
it even a tolerable port for the safety of large ships, the first
thing that appears to be nccessary 1s the laymg down of
mooring chains, fastened to cast-ivon sinkers ; after w hich 1t
would still be expedient to float the cables with buoys. The
winds, indeed, are so unstcady, and particularly m the win-
ter months, rushing down in violent gusts, and nearly at the
same time from every point of the surrounding high land,

unless when they blow directly into the bay from the east-
' i
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ward, that large ships will always be exposed to considerable
risk, and more particularly so from the months of October
to March inclusive.

Under such disadvantages, it was considered as a bold
measure of Admiral Blake to run in with a fair wind, in order
to take or destroy a fleet of Spanish galleons, which, however,
he completely effected and, by a fortunate shift of the wind,
escaped with his own fleet ; but it is far from certain what
the consequences might have been to his ships, had not this
sudden, and by no means to be expected, change of wind in
his favour taken place at the moment he had finished his
work of destruction, and carricd him out of the bay ; leaving
the Spaniards in astonishment (as Ilume expresses it) at the
happy temerity of their audacious visitors.  Blake was a
brave officer hut not a good seaman, a profession of which
a competent knowledge can scarcely be attained by one who
hke him first engages‘in it at the meridian of life. ~ Still more
daring than Blake’s, though less successful, was the attempt
of the late Lord Nelson to take the place by surprise, in the
year 1797, by embarking about one thousand brave fellows
in the boats of his squadron, and c¢ntering the bay in the
middle of the night.  Being unfortunately discovered on ap-
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proaching the mole, the alarm was instantly communicated
to the town, the bells were rung, the drums beat to arms,
and the lines and the batteries began to open upon the in-
ading party.  The night was so dark that a great number
of the boats never reaclied the pier, on which a considerable
force was drawn up to oppose their landing. It was here that
the immortal hero, alwavs the first in every perilous enter-
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prise, :lost his arm, and had almost the whole of his party
killed or wounded by grape and nusquetry from the citadel
ou the left; not, however, betore they had completely dis-
persed the enemy, and driven them from the mole. Another
division landed to the southward of the mole, among rocks
and breakers, where all the boats were dashed In pieces.
From this place, however, under the command of Captain
(now Rear-Admiral) Sir Thomas "froubridge, the party forced
their way into the great square, where they formed about
four hundred strong. Here they were informed that cight or
ten thousand Spaniards, with a considerable artillery, were
preparing to attack them ; which, although not strictly true
ms to numbers, they had no reason to disbelieve. Yet, m
this situation, cool and collected as a DBritish officer 1s gene-
yally found to be in the most critical moments, Sir Thomas
sent to the Governor a spirited message to say that, on con-
dition of his immediately supplying a sufficient number of
boats to reimbark his people, the squadron would forbear to
bombard the town ; otherwise, that he could not answer for
the consequences. The Govemor required them to surrender
as prisoners of war; in reply to which, Captain "T'roubridge
declared, in the most percinptory mannet, that if the terms
he proposed were not instantly accepted he would be under
the necessity of setting fire to the town; having kindled a
blaze on the windward side of the square, to shew themn that
they had it in their power to put their threat in execution.
On this being reported, the Governor not only complied, but
performed the conditions of the treaty mn a manner that was
highly honourable to his character.
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Should it be considered expedient, on some future occa-
sion, to get possession of Ieneriffe, though I confess its utility
does not appear to me to be very important to this country,
a more cligible plan would seem to be the landing of a body
of men at Oratava, the port at which the greater part of the
wines are shipped, and where the works of defence are so
trifling as to afford little if any resistance, which indeed is
the case along the whole western shore between the point
de Nago on the north and Garricheca on the south, where,
m any of the small bays or inlets, an casy landing might be
effected in the summer months. From any part of this coast,
a single day’s march, over an open and plentiful country,
completely in the possession of the invading party when once
landed, would bring them to the city of Laguna, the capital
of the island, which is entirely without defence It is scarcely
probable they would meet with any opposition in the field,
especially 1f a division of the ships employed in the attack
should malke its appearance at the entrance of the bay. This
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torce would confine the teeble garrison to their forts ; and, as
the distance from Taguna to Santa Cruz is only about five
miles, down a considerable descent, every point of which
commands the town and the bay, the fate of the place must
nstantly be decided. At all events, the extreme difficulty of
landing in the bay of Sunta Cruz seems to require both day-
light and fine weather, in order to insure a successiul issye.
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(e prospect, on entering the bay, is by no means SO 1n-
viting as that of Madeira, as will readily be perceived by the
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innexed view. The town of Santa Cruz has pretty muech the
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same appearance as-that of Funchal; but the steep and
rageed scenery, with which it is immediately surrounded, has
a barren and a forbidding aspect : the rocky surface being of
an uniform sombre hue, unenlivencd by the least verdure,
and varied only by its rude inequalities, and a few windmills
perched on the heights behind the town.  The summit of the
pcak, but just visible above the highest ridge, conveys from
this point of view a very inadequate idea of its stupendous

height.

On approaching the shore, the beauties of the town are
eradually unfolded. The upper surface of the mole, built of
granitic lava, forms a broad gravelled walk which, mclining
to the right, leads to a beautitul Passeadero or mall, for the
use of the public, well shaded by several rows of trees; and
to the left, it branches towards a spacious square, in the
centre of which is an obelisk supporting a statue of San Ber-
nardo of no mean execution. The streets are mostly laid out
in straight lines, are wide, airy, and clean ; and the houses
in general have a neat appearance, being white-washed with
lime, though this article is not by any means cheap or plenti-
ful, being made of shells, as there is not any lime-stouc on
the island. The substitution of wooden lattices in the win-
dows for glass is, however, a very considerable drawback on
the lively appearance of the town. In 'unchal there were
taverns, and wine-houses, and shops; and a degree of bustle
prevailed in the streets sutlicient to indicate its being a place
of some trade and resort : but here, the houses were always
creature was.to be seen but the porters and the fishieimen about

¥

shut up and, except in the mornings and evenings, scarcely a




THEN EqR- I THIE

34
the quay. So large a town, with a population so apparently
scanty, is apt to impress a stranger with an idea of some
dreadful calamity having swept away a great proportion of the
inhabitants. The fact is, the Spaniards seldom stir abroad
except to attend, matins and vespers; and the Dritish mer-
chants, who here as well as at Madeira may be said to mono-
polize the wine trade, are few in number; and those few
reside chiefly at the port of Oratava, from whence the greater
part of the wines are shipped.

The many little conveniences and comforts to which an
Englishman is accustomed at home but ill prepare him for
the awkward shifts he is obliged to make, the bad accommo-
dations he is sure to meet with, and the endless difficulties
he must necessarily encounter, in every country where Eng-
lishmen do not form a considerable portion of the inhabit-
ants. We were told, however, that in Santa Cruz there was
au excellent inn ; but the expectations we had formed, from
our experience in Madeira, suffered little disappointment on
finding it just the reverse of what it had been represented.
The bare walls, scarcely covered with lime, the miserable
furniture and, above all, the dirty appearance of every thing
within, if not a criterion of absolute poverty, were at least
sufficient indications of the indolence of the owners and the
little sense they entertained of the comforts arising from clean-
Imess. It afforded nothing but a few grapes and brown
bread, and wine that was scarcely drinkable. Having sc-
cured, as we thought, a sufficient number of horses and mules
for an expedition to the Peak the following morning, and
taken a view of the town, we were glad to return to dinner

7
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on board our respective ships. And as a jouwrney of twenty
miles is considered to be a great day’s work, in a hilly coun-
try, where the roads are not the best, nor the beasts of burden
the strongest, we determined to start at break of day. On
our landing, however, not a mule was in readiness at this
early hour, nor could we collect more than nine n the whole
place. We started with as many as we could get, and, after
jogging on for two hours at a slow rate, over a rocky road.
mostly up hill and in some places very steep, we reached
Laguna, which is about five miles distant from the port.
This city is considered as the capital of the island ; but its size
does not appear to entitle it to that distinction, being little, and
perhaps not at all, more extensive than the town of Santa
Cruz. 'The houses are in gencral built on a larger scale, and
the streets are wider. There are two churches, five or SIX
convents for nuns and friars, several hospitals, a large jail,
a court of judicature, and many other buildings and oftices
of a public nature, appropriutc(l for the civil and ecclesiastical
departiments of government ; but it appeared to us to be still
more gloomy and desolate than Santa Cruz. A few jolly
looking friars were the only persons who enlivened the streets,
many of which were literally overgrown with grass. Ilere
and there we observed a solitary figure, muffled up in a black
hooded cloak, and gliding along as if afraid to be scen.  'The
jail was by far the most lively part of Laguna. It seemed to
be crowded by disorderly females, who wcre laughing and
singing at the 1ron gratings, and whose joyvful countenances
wore no indications of their suffering in confinement any very
severe punishient for their offences, whatever the nature of
them might have been.
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Here we procured, with some difficulty, a pair of fresh
mules for two of our servants, who had proceeded thus far on
foot ; and whilst the others were refreshing we looked into one
of the churches, where we observed a few tolerably good
paintings, and a piece of sculpture in marble that had lately
een sent over from Spain.  All the ornaments and decora-
tions of the church were splendid and costly, and were so
well designed and arranged as to produce a grand and solemn
effect.  Our time was too pressing, and our curiosity not suf-
ficiently strong, to look over, as we might have done, their
collection of relics.  The coagulated blood of St. Januarius,
the milk of the Virgin, the vermin of St. Anthony, and the
parings of St. Peter’s toe nails, might be just as genuine in the
Canary Islands as on the continent of Europe, and just as well
worth secing ; but the wonders of nature were more the ol-

jects of our journey than the miraculous remains of the

saints.

taving finished our visit to the church and caten a hearty
breakfast of grapes and brown bread, we were just about to
remount, when a strange cavalcade made its appcearance in
the great street. It proved to be a party of our fellow
voyagers from the Hindostan, respectably mounted on asses
and driving before them a large, raw-boned, white horse,
taden with provisions. Our increased cavalcade now began to
attract some notice ; and as we continued our route tl'u'ough
the streets of Laguna, the curiosity of the inhabitants was in
some degree awakened, and the young women in particular

stled on us most graciously through the lattices as we
passed along.
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Lcaving the city behind us, we entered upon an extensive
and fertile plain, whose surface was intersected by several rills
of limpid water which, being collected in wooden troughs,
was conveyed to the town and discharged in jets from obelisks
of stone placed in all the principal strects. 'I'he harvest was
already gathered in, but we could plainly perceive that a
considerable portion of the land had been under tillage, of
which, as we understood from the peasantry, the chief’ pro-
duce was wheat, holcus, maize or Indian corn, sweet pota-
toes, and calavances. On our right, towards the sca-coast,
appecared a succession of pleasant villas and considerable
hamlets, sitnated in the midst of orchards and vineyards;
and on our left were ridges of hills well covered with coppiee
wood, and their summits crowned with pines.  The nuddle
part, ‘over which we had to travel, was an open tract of
arable land, without any kind of fences or other apparent
divisions to mark the boundaries of property ; but the great
Agave Americana was plentifully planted by the sides of the
road for several miles. Our botanists collected, on the brow
of the hills, specimens of a great number of plants, among
which were a species of Sempervivum, a quadrangular leaved
Euphorbia, the Rhamnus crenulatus, Cacalia clinea, Cactus
opuntia, Datura, Convolvulus, Brionea, HHpypericum, fox
gloves, trefoil, grasses of different kinds and various other
plants, few, however, of which were considered<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>