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P R E F A C E .

m

T ' h e  Voyage which is here presented to the public has no pretensions to 
new discoveries, and can boast but little o f its collection o f  new and im­
portant facts. It will conduct the reader precisely over the same ground 
which a much abler writer has previously occupied in “  The Authentic 
Account o f  an Embassy to China f *  and in whose hands were placed, in 
fact, a great part o f  the materials o f  which it is composed. The expecta­
tion, therefore, o f  new discoveries and extraordinary occurrences, which 
in books o f  voyages and travels is alone sufficient to keep the attention 
constantly on the stretch, should only be indulged to a moderate degree in 
the perusal o f the present work. Yet although the ground -may already have 
been trodden, the range is so extensive, the prospects so various, and the 
objects so numerous, that new scenes are not difficult to be exhibited, nor 
those before observed to be sketched in different positions, as seen from 
different points o f  view. The lapse o f  ten or twelve years, having ma­
terially changed the aspect o f  the political horizon in every part o f  the 
world, has also given scope for new suggestions and reflections which 
could not exist when the voyage was made, but which are particularly ap­
plicable to the present time. Besides, every foreign country, though it 
may have been visited by fifty different voyagers, will still present something 
new for the observation o f  the fifty-first. Such a variety o f  objects pass before 
the view o f  an attentive traveller, affording so wide a range for observa­
tion and reflection, that there is little danger o f  the materials being speedily



exhausted. It may be obsei-ved, likewise, that the same objects are 
capable o f  exciting a greater or less degree o f  interest according to the, 
manner in which they are viewed and represented, and the colouring that 
is given to them. The Voyage d'un Philosophe, by IVJonsieur Le Poivre, 
contains in point o f  fact no new discoveries, very little information, and 
that little not always correct, and abounds in declamation; yet it is a book 
that always has been and must continue to be read with pleasure, and 
one from which some instruction may be derived.

The Author is not unaware o f  an objection that may be urged against the 
present work, on account o f  the shortness o f  the stay made at each o f  the 
places which were visited on the voyage. He certainly does not mean to set 
up pretensions to ample and accurate information on every subject w'hich 
he has introduced : a book o f  voyages or travels does not indeed imply it j 
but, at the same time, he has no hesitation in saying that, by him who makes 
a proper use o f  his eyes and his ears, much knowledge may be collected 
within the sphere o f  his observations, in the course o f  a very few days. It 
has justly been remarked, that a person will obtain a more correct notion o f 
a city or town from walking the length o f  one o f  its principal streets, than 
from the most detailed description. The truth o f  the observation will be 
felt by every one who may have passed up one side and down the other 
o f  the High Street in Oxford. In like manner the natural historian, in 
skimming over the surface o f  a country, will be able to seize and to com ­
municate a more distinct and comprehensive view o f  its productions, and 
their value, than one who, ignorant o f  natural history, shall have passed his 
whole life upon the spot. And here the Author cannot but lament his own 
want o f knowledge, and consequently the deficiency o f  his materials, in this 
part o f  his subject. It was in the progress o f  the voyage he was first made 
sensible o f  the high and important advantages which a competent knowledge 
o f  natural history is capable o f  imparting. T o  him thus instructed, every 
living creature, however contemptible it may appear to com mon eyes; 
every plant that grows, from the stately tree o f  the forest down to the 
humble moss j every stone, from the sparkling diamond to the dull

i r  .
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pebble that strews his path; in short, every objeft in the creation, how- 
ever insignificant in ordinary estimation, is capable o f  exciting in the 
naturalist a lively degree o f  interest. Whether he may chance to stroll 
the flowery fields, or climb the mountain’s brow, or walk the street, or 
sail upon the ocean, he has at all times and on all occasions the means 
within himself o f  deriving from the surrounding objects a pleasure and an 
advantage denied to those who have neglected the study o f  this valuable 
branch o f  science. Such will only meet with dreary wastes, and feel no 
other sensation than that o f  weariness, where the observer o f  nature

“ ■ Finds tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,
“  Sermons in stones, and good in every thing.”

But not to himself alone are confined the superior advantages which ne­
cessarily result from the knowledge o f  natural history. W ithout a 
systematic classification, it is next to impossible to communicate to others 
distinct ideas o f  any particular object among the almost endless variety 
that occurs in the universe. 'I’o say that an unknown plant resembles such 
a plant that is known, when perhaps in point o f  fact they are totally un­
like, except in the shape o f  a leaf, is conveying not only vague but faulty 
information. The Author would, therefore, most earnestly recommend 
to every young person, and more particularly to such as may be designed 
for travel, the study o f  natural history ; by which he will contribute 
largely to the stock o f  his own pleasures, as well as to the real information 
o f  those to whom he may afterwards communicate his observations.

The moral and physical advancement or retardation o f  Europeans in their 
foreign settlements; the influence o f their conduct on that o f the natives, and 
its effect in promoting the happiness or increasing the misery o f  the latter, in 
accelerating or retarding their progress towards civilization; their endea­
vours to extend the cultivation o f  such articles o f  colonial produce as are 
valuable for local consumption or for commerce, are subjects o f the highest 
importance to the concerns o f humanity, but such as can only be ac­
curately represented after long and patient investigation, conducted with-
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VIU P R  E F A  C E-

out partiality and without prejudice. On those subjects, therefore, more 
will not be expected in the present work than what the time afforded the 
meai}^ o f  acquiring.

' So little is known to Europeans o f  the kingdom o f  Cochinchina, that 
every piece o f  authentic information respecting it may be considered as 
valuable. The historical sketch o f  the affairs o f  this country for the last 
thirty years, the rapid progress made by the exfraordinaiy talents and 
exertions o f the present King in the recovery o f  the ancient domains o f 
that country out o f  the hands o f  usurpers, the treaty concluded between 
him and Louis XVI. o f  France, and the causes which annulled that treaty, 
will be found important in a national and political point o f  view. The 
substance o f  this sketch is taken from a manuscript memoir drawm up by 
Captain Barissy, a French naval officer who, having several years com ­
manded a frigate in the service o f  the King o f  Cochinchina and being an 
able and intelligent man, had the means and the opportunity o f  collecting 
accurate information. That the English East India Company know so 
very little o f  a country o f  such extent and importance as Cochinchina is,, 
though situated nearly in the direct track o f  their China fleets, and sup­
plying many valuable articles for the China market, is not a little sur- 
prising. It is to be feared, however, that the growing influence o f  the 
French, already too powerful In that country, will only draw their serious 
attention towards it when it is too late to take advantage o f  those favour­
able circumstances which have long presented themselves. W ere the 
enemy to renew this treaty and employ actively against us the force that 
was intended for the purpose, just when the French revolution put an end 
to all the plans o f  the old government, it is exceedingly doubtful whether 
the 1'.ast India Company could any longer be able to maintain their valuable 
commerce with China.

11>

Ih e  Journey into the Interior o f  Southern Africa, inserted as a sup­
plementary article at the end o f  the Voyage, was undertaken by the order 
and at the expense o f  the Cape Government, for the purpose o f  discover-
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ing whether any and what tribes o f  native inhabitants, dwelling to the 
north-eastward o f  the colony, might possess a sufficient stock o f  horned 
cattle, beyond the supply o f  their own wants, to replace the vast numbers 
which had perished in the settlement in the course o f  a dry and sictdy 
season. Mr. Truter member o f  the Court o f  Justice and Mr. Somerville 
the garrison surgeon were appointed Commissioners o f  the .expedition. 
The manuscript journal, o f  which the Author has availed himself, was 
written in Dutch by Mr. Truter. It contains a plain and detailed narrative 
o f  all their proceedings, as for instance the exact time they travelled on 
each day, the names o f the places where they halted, the number o f  sheep 
bought and consumed, the quantity o f  knives, beads, flints and steels 
given in exchange for every ox  they procured, o f  tobacco distributed 
among the Hottentots, and a variety o f  other matters which Mr. Truter, 
in his official capacity, thought it his duty to notice, but which the trans­
lator conceived might very properly be omitted without diminishing the 
interest. He thinks It right at the same time to observe, that Mr. Truter 
is responsible only for the facts and descriptions ; and that, from his own 
knowledge o f the country, the Author has taken the liberty to introduce 
many o f  his own remarks and observations. From this journal he has also 
laid down, on his own reduced chart, a route o f  the journey, w'hich, 
though probably not strictly accurate, will be found sufficiently so for the 
assistance o f  future travellers.

If This article might perhaps, with more propriety, have formed an ap­
pendix to the Author’ s “ Travels^ in Southern Africa,”  being intimately 
connected with the same subject. At the time, however, when his Second 
Volume o f  that work was put to the press, he understood it was the intention 
o f  Mr. Somerville to publish an account o f  the expedition o f  which he bore a 
part, and for which he was consequently better qualified than any other per­
son ; he therefore forebore, on this account, making use o f  the materials then 
in his hands. ‘ But as the Cape o f G ood Hope is once again a British settle­
ment, and as Mr. Somerville seems to have wholly abandoned the idea 
o f  favouring the public with whatever information he may have col-
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I
lected, the Author deems it o f sufficient importance to make known to the 
public the extent to which discoveries have already been pushed into the 
southern part o f  the continent o f  Africa ; and from the intelligence which 
is herein contained respecting the civilized Barroloos, he cannot suppress 
a hope that the African Association will be induced to prosecute their dis­
coveries in Southern as well as Northern Africa, especially as the pos­
session o f  the Cape holds out such great facilities for the undertaking. 
Here there are no inhuman and unrelenting Moors to oppose and harass 
the progress o f  the traveller; he can here proceed without molestation 
over wide trackless plains as secure as they are solitary, and pass with equal 
security through a succession o f  mild and harmless inhabitants. And 
though Southern Africa boasts not o f  a Niger, it has its Garicp or Orange 
River, whose magnitude and known length o f  course are sufficiently re­
markable to make the source o f  the one an object o f  interest as well as 
the vent o f  the other. But, what is o f  much greater importance to hu­
manity, the traveller will here have th e ' satisfaction to find that, in the 
interior and central parts o f the southern continent, a state o f  slavery is 
not the predestined and inevitable lot o f  the native African, He may here 
likewise promise to himself a constant succession o f  new objects, in every 
branch o f natural history. It was a common observation among the 
Romans, which they borrowed from the Greeks, that “  Africa always 
“  affords something new the justness o f  which, as the late journey suffi­
ciently proves, holds good in our own times. In fact, the geography, the na­
tural productions, and the various tribes o f  natives inhabiting the interior 
parts o f this great continent may yet be considered as unknown ; and con­
sequently a wide field is here presented for the researches o f  the inquisitive 
and philosophical traveller. Little was it suspected that at no greater 
distance from the southern angle o f  Africa (which has now been colonized 
near two bundled years) than seven hundred miles, and not more than 
three hundred miles from the skirts o f  the Cape settlement, a tribe o f  
natives should for the first time have been discovered (for nothing was
known o f  them but from vague report) within the last five years:__ a
people living together in large societies, in peace, security, and happiness ;
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whose chief place o f  residence formed a town, embracing a population o f  
nearly fifteen thousand souls! Still less did our travellers expect to hear 
o f  other societies dwelling in towns many times the extent o f  that which 
they saw with their own eyes, at the distance only o f  a few days’ journey 
beyond the spot to which they themselves had proceeded. These facts 
being now established, the Author cannot forbear repeating how strongly 
he entertains a hope that the African Association will feel an irresistible 
impulse to open- an intercourse with the Barroloos, and not lose the fa­
vourable opportunity wdiich now presents itself o f  extending our knowledge 
o f  Southern Africa.

The Author deems it unnecessary to say any thing respecting the En­
gravings which illustrate and embellish his book. As works o f  art they 
speak for themselves ; and he has only to observe, that they are faithful 
representations o f  those objects which they profess to describe.
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The Bay o f  Biscay— Current setting into the Mediterranean explained by an 
Experiment— Remarkable- Appearance o f  M adeira— Town o f  F u n ch a l-  
Cathedral— Franciscan Convent, and Chasnber o f  Skulls— Nunneries—  
Climate and Diseases— Condition o f  the Inhabitants— Portugueze Beggars—  
Clergy— English hhabitants— Discovery o f  the Island— its Defences—  
Productions— Wines— how and to what Amount exported— Fiery M eteor.

O  N the 26th o f September 1792, our little squadron, con­
sisting o f the Lion ship o f  war o f sixty-four guns, the Hin- 
dostan Indiaman, and the Jackal Brig, sailed from Spithead 
with a fair and fresh breeze, M’hich, as we proceeded down 
the British Channel, increased to an equinoctial gale from 
the south-west, and compelled us to seek for shelter in Torbay. 
Here we remained two days, when, the wind becoming mo­
derate and favourable, we again put to sea and rolled ra­
pidly across the bay o f Biscay, which, like the “  AVavering 
Nation,” as Shakspearc aptly calls it, whose shores it laves, is

B



i

i M A D E I R A ,

ever in a state o f  restlessness, even in the midst o f  a calm. 
There are few scenes in nature so terrific and sublime, so well 
calculated to impress the mind with wonder and admiration, 
as a storm at sea; and tremendously awful must such a scene 
have appeared to him,

«  W h o first to the wild Ocean’s rage 
Launch’d the frail bark, and heard the winds engage 
Tempestuous.” -------

As we approached Cape Finisterre the water became 
much smoother, but at the same time the efi'ects o f the well- 
known current, which flows incessantly towards the Mediter­
ranean, began to be sensibly felt— a current which, in the 
strait o f Gibraltar, is so strong as to prevent ships from pass­
ing into the Atlantic with a westerly breeze, however mode­
rate. This phenomenon has in part been explained by the 
hypothesis of the learned and ingenious Doctor Jialle}^, which 
supposes the quantity o f water evaporated from the surface 
o f the Mediterranean to be greater than the quantity thrown 
into it by the rains and rivers, and consequently that, in 
order to preserve the level by supplying the deficiency, there 
must necessarily be a constant tendency o f the Atlantic to 
rush into the Mediterranean, It has since, however, been 
supposed, though as far as my knowledge extends not 
proved, that an under-current sets as constantly out o f  
the Mediterranean into the Atlantic. It is always plea­
sant to find ingenious theory corroborated by simple facts; 
and as the following experiment, eommunicated to me by  ̂
Admiral Patton, applies so directly to the point, and accorrnts 
for the two currents in a manner so satisfactory, I shall tran-
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scribe it without making any comment. The Admiral took 
lip a small flask o f salt water in the Atlantic Ocean, near Cape 
Saint Vincent, which weighed 22oz. odrs. Ihe same quan­
tity, in bulk, o f salt water taken up by him in the Mediter­
ranean near Minorca, was found to be 13 grains heavier. 
Two decanters were afterwards filled, one with iresh, the other 
with salt water, their specific gravities differing in the above 
proportion, and the fresh water tinged with red coiouiing 
matter. I ’lie decanters being placed horizontally, and their 
necks closely luted, a gradual interchange ot their contents 
was observed to take place, the iresh and coloured water 
making its way through the upper, and the salt water in a 
contrary direction through the lower, part ot the necks ; being 
a just representation o f the upper and under currents, which 
are supposed to flow in contrary directions through the 
strait o f Gibraltar.

■\Velcome as the sight o f land must always bo after a sea- 
voyage, it will be doubly so to the passenger who, for the 
first time, has been buffetted by the billows of the Bay of 
Biscay. Yet the appearance o f the mountainous island o f 
Madeira, enveloped, as it usually is, in the obscurity ot a 
dense cloud, is far from being inviting. So rarely indeed is 
its gloomy mantle drawn aside, that when Gonsalez Zarco 
disaivered the island o f Porto Santo, though at the distance 
only o f 40 miles from Madeira, he remained at the former 
for a length o f time, without even conjecturing that the latter 
might be habitable land. He and his people had observed 
wiUi marked attention the thick black cloud hovering con­
stantly over the same spot o f the horizon; an appearance
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which inspired them with a superstitious and reverential awe, 
being firmly persuaded, as men were in those days, that

-’Tis not vain or fabulous
(Though so esteem’d by shallow ignorance)
W hat the sage poets, taught by th’ heavenly muse,
Story’d o i  old in high immortal verse,
O f  dire chimeras and inchanted isles.

And rifted rocks, whose entrance leads to hell.”

In fiict, I t  was the popular conjecture, that this settled 
gloom might bo suspended over one o f the mouths o f  hell.

The point o f elevation, at which this cloud rests on the 
blow o f the mountain, is said to be regulated generally by the 
course o f the sun ; floating at his meridian altitude as a thin 
fleece on the aerial summit, and descending as he sinks into the 
Avestern horizon in dense volumes to the skirts o f the town, 
over which it remains suspended during tlie whole night As 
the next rising sun gradually dissipates this heavy vapour, a 
succession o f objects, full at least o f novelty to the stranger, and 
o f great variety, is unfolded to the eye. On the sweeping shore 
o f a spacious bay, whose extreme points are high and ruirged 
volcanic rocks, is situated the town o f Funchal, the white build­
ings o f which, contrasted with the surrounding rocks o f black 
lava, and the lively vprdure o f the plantations on the brow o f the 
mountain, convey neither an unpleasing nor an unpicturesque 
effect. Interspersed among these plantations are numerous 
delightful villas, churches, chapels, and convents, various in 
point o f form and' situation, and mounting one above the 
other on the steep acclivity, till they are lost in the obscurity 
oi the hanging cloud. The highest visible object that parti-
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cularly catches the eye is the convent o f Nossa Senhora do 
M on te, our L ady o f  the M ountain, which, being surrounded by 
gardens and groves and avenues o f chesnut-trees, appears 
as if buried in the niidst o f a forest. The tvide open bay 
with the shipping at anehor, the numerous craft on the beach, 
the Ilheo or Loo rock, a huge insulated mass o f black lava, 
surmounted with batteries, constitute a foreground that is 
well suited to the grandeur o f the scenery on shore. But the 
annexed view of that part o f the island immediately over the 
town, reduced from a drawing taken by Mr. Daniell, on 
board a ship at anchor in the bay, will recal to the recollec­
tion o f those, who may have viewed it from the same situation, 
its general features as they appear from thence, better than 
any description which I can pretend to give.

The bay o f Funchal, at all times indifferent as a place o f 
anchorage for shipping, is considered as extremely dangerous 
from the autumnal to the vernal equinox, when the strong 
southerly winds cause a high and roiling swell o f the sea to 
be thrown in upon the shore. Poor Mackintosh, who com­
manded the Ilindostan, was in a state o f constant alarm and 
uneasiness while we remained here, having on a former visit 
to this place lost his ship, when every soul oh board perished ; 
he and his cook escaped the melancholy fate o f their compa­
nions by being on shore.

How deceitful are oftimes the fairest appearances; and 
how frequently is the beauty o f objects, when viewed from a 
distance, converted into real deformity on a nearer approach ! 
After a difficult and disagreeable landing, on account o f the
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surge, which breaks with violence on a rough pebbled beach, 
the passenger enters directly into the irregular and meanly 
built town o f I ’unchal, whose streets arc narrow, crooked, and 
dirty, some paved with small pointed pebbles, that seem to 
pierce through the soles of the shoes at every step, and others 
without anypavement but the ridges o f schistose lava breaking 
through the surface, whose points are not less sharp than the for­
mer. The mountain rills trickle through some o f the streets in 
their passage to the bay ; but, instead o f contributing to the 
cleanliness o f the town, these little streamlets are productive 
o f every kind o f nuisance. Here the inhabitants wash their 
clothes, clean their fish, deposit the offals o f butchers’ shops, 
empty the contents o f their night-machines, and, in short, 
bring together all the filthy and offensive materials that are 
collected or generated in the towm. The number o f hogs that 
are attracted by this plentiful supply o f provender, and that 
arc suffered to run loose about the streets, is another source 
o f annoyance to the passenger; for these four-legged gentry 
are so familiar, that he who happens to walk the length o f a 
street without being gently brushed by some o f them may-
consider himself as being in gi’eat luck

The few good dwelling-houses that are found in the town 
are those which are occupied by the British merchants, who 
have established themselves here in the wine trade; these 
houses are in general sufficiently spacious, but neither com­
modious nor comfortable. These and a few others ex­
cepted, all the rest have rather a mean appearance. Their roofs 
aic chiehy covered witli tiles, on which large loose stones are 
laid to prevent their being carried away by the blasts o f



wind that occasionally blow with great violence from the 
mountains beliind the town. The extent o f Funclial may be 
nearly a mile in a line parallel with the beach, and rather 
more than half a mile in depth. It is said to contain two 
thousand houses, occupied by about twelve thousand inha­
bitants. There are besides six other small towns or villages 
on the island, the whole population o f which, including 
Funchal, is estimated to amount to about ninety thousand 
persons.

At a little distance behind the government-house, which 
stands wdthin the fort Lorenzo, and overlooks the ba}% is the 
Passao Publico, the public mall, a short but very pretty walk, 
well shaded with orange or lime trees, willow's and poplars. 
On one side o f the entrance stands the theatre, wdiich is sel­
dom opened, and on the other the hospital. Funchal, like 
other towms and cities o f  Roman Catholic countries, has no 
scarcity o f churches and convents ; but we met with little in 
any of them that could be considered as deserving o f parti­
cular notice. The beams and the roof o f the cathedral are 
pointed out. to strangers as being of cedar, a species o f  tree 
with which it is said the island ŵ as at its discovery nearly 
covered. Another curiosity which is shewn in the towm is a 
chamber in one o f the wings o f the Franciscan convent, the 
walls and ceiling o f wdiich are completely covered wdth roŵ s 
o f human skulls and human thigh bones, so arranged that 
in the obtuse angle made by every pair o f the latter, cross­
ing each other obliquely, is placed a skull. The only vacant 
space that appears is in the centre o f the side opposite to 
the door, on wdiich there is an extraordinary painting above
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a kind o f altar, but what the subject is intended to represent 
I am really at a loss to decide, A  figure in the picture, 
intended probably for St. Francis, the patron saint, seems to 
be intent on trying in a balance the comparative weight o f  a 
sinner and a saint. But the very accurate drawing from 
which the annexed print was taken, and with which 1 have 
been favoured by Mr. Daniell, will perhaps best explain 
the subject. A  dirty lamp suspended from the ceiling, and 
just glimmering in the socket, served dimly to light up this 
dismal den o f skulls. The old monk who attended as shew- 
inan was very careful to impress us with the idea that they 
were all relics o f holy men who had died on the island j but 
I suspect they must occasionally have robbed the church­
yard of a few lay-brethren, and perhaps now and then o f  a 
heretic, (as strangers arc interred in their burying ground,) in 
order to accumulate such a prodigious number which, on a 
rough compulation, I should suppose to amount to at least 
three thousand. 'Flie skull o f one o f the holy brotherhood 
was pointed out as having a lock-jaw, which occasioned his 
death ; and, from the garrulity o f our attendant, I have no 
doubt we might have heard the history o f  many more equally 
important, which, though thrown away upon us who had no 
taste for craniology, would, in all probability, have been 
highly interesting to Doctor Gall, the famous lecturer on 
skulls in A îenna. On taking leave wc deposited our mite 
on the altar, as charity to the convent, which seems to be 
the principal object in view o f collecting and exhibiting this 
memento niori o f the monastic and mendicant order o f St. 
I ’rancis.
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There are other convents, to which young women are some­
times sent for the purpose o f completing i heir education; but 
not a single instance o f the veil having been taken occurs for 
many years past. Married women also, Avho are particularly 
tenacious o f their character, and Avho wish to bo considered as 
iriodels o f chastity and virtue, sometimes retire into a convent 
during the absence o f their husbands. In those which were 
visited by our party, Ave saAv only a fcAv antiriuated virgins, 
who affected a considerable degree o f shyness ; and though 
their air and general appearance AA'ero not ill calculated to 
inspire feelings o f pity, it Avas not, hoAvever, of that kind 
which “  in e li the soul to love,” but whose less powerful in­
fluence pleads rather to the purse than to the heart: and 
accordino'ly Ave gave them, Avhat Avas considered to be the most 
acceptable, a feAv dollars in exchange for pieces o f paper cut 
into representations of the A'irgiu, and saints, and ciucifixes. 
A  general languor, occasioned by confmemeut and the un\aiied 
insipidity o f a monastic life, fre(]uently passes in the nun as 
the token o f paticirt resignation; and Ave are a})t to attach a 
liA'ely interest to young females, Avho are thus so cruelly, as 
Ave suppose, separated for ever from all society except that 
o f each other: but it is by no means clear that Ave do not 
often ascribe to persons under such circumstances notions of 
purity and delicacy, Avhich are more romantic than just. It 
is extremely dx)id)tful if they possess those exalted sentiments, 
nice feelings, and sound understandings, AAdiich picA'ail among 
females o f those countries Avhere they are alloAvcd to enjoy 
unrestrained freedom. The education o f the former is suited to 
prepare them for their iuture condition : they aie held in such 
little consideration in their oAvn family, that they aie lully

c



aware they cannot be less esteemed in a convent; and they 
make the sacrifice o f tlieir libert}'' under the consoling reflec­
tion that, by so doing, they shall secure everlasting happiness 
in the world to come.

The residence o f a few days among a foreign people cannot 
be supjjosed to furnish much information o f their manners, 
character, and condition. It requires no little time to get 
rid o f our own prejudices ; and, wdiile labouring under the in­
fluence o f those, w'c arc apt to forget the making o f a due 
allow'ance for the prejudices o f others. It does not require, 
however, any very long stay at INIadeira to perceive that the 
great bulk o f the people o f Funchal, as in most other cities, 
is doomed to enconnter the ills o f poverty :— ills that, in this 
country, how'ever, on Avhich Nature has bestowed so fine a 
climate, w'ould seem to be rather oAving to some mismanao'e- 
ment on their own part, than to any system o f oppressioiUn 
the government, deficiency in the means o f subsistence, or 
other moral or physical causes. The steady and moderate 
temperature AA'hich this island enjoys is scarcely excelled in 
any part of the Avovld. In the Avinter months, the mercury in 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer seldom descends below 55“, or rises 
higher than 6'5 ; and the usual range in summer is from 66°  

to 76°. It is visited, however, occasionally, but very rarely, 
by a kind o f Sirocco wind from the eastward, that scorches 
vegetation, and renders the air suffocating and insupportable ; 
at such time, the thermoineter rises to po° or 9 5° It 
cannot be the climate, therefore, that occasions the meagre, 
sallow, and sickly apiiearance which the inhabitants o f  i\ni- 
chal generally Avear, but may rather be attributed to the
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poverty o f their food, which chieliy consists oi fish, [)iuupkins, 
and sour wine, or pernicious spirits ; to a life ot drudgery and 
exposure to great vicissitude o f climate, by daily ascending 
the steep and lofty mountains in search o f fuel ; and, above 
all, to a total disregai'd o f cleanliness. As a corroborative 
proof o f this being the case it may be mentioned, that almost 
all the natives are infected with what they consider an in­
curable cutaneous disease, a species ot itch, which is attended 
with an extraordinary degree o f virulence and intlammation.
1 do not remember to have seen or heard ot an)! lemaikablt 
instance of longevity ; and the chances are, that Di. 1 lice, 
in speaking ot the mortality o f this island as one in litty onl_\ 
o f the population, while that ot Ijondon he consideis as one 
in twenty, is not less inaccurate in these instances than in 
many other o f his calculations.

The peasantry, however, like all other mountainceis, are a 
strong, healthy, hardy race o f men, whose chief employment 
consists in the various occupations o f agriculture, but more 
particularly in the cultivation o f the vine. When the vintage 
is over, and the labours o f the vineyard suspended for the 
season, several hundreds may daily be seen descending the 
mountain paths, in their way to the tow n, wnth their borrachas, 
or goat-skin bags o f wiae, slung on a stick across the
shoulder.

In all countries where little progress has been made in the 
refinements o f civilization, the drudgery o f labour is unfairly 
thrown on the weaker sex. In our excursions among the 
mountains o f Madeira, we observed great numbers o f women,
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b o t h  o ld  a n d  y o u n g ,  c u t t i n g  d o w n  b r o o m  a n d  c y t i s u s ,  a n d  

o t h e r  f r u t e s c e n t  p la n t s ,  a s  f u e l  t o  b e  u s e d  in  t h e  t o w n ,  w h i c h  

t h e y  a f t e r w a r d s  b e a r  in  la r g e  b u n d le s  o n  t h e  h e a d  ; t r a v e l l i n g  

b a r e f o o t e d  o n  s h a r p  s t o n e y  r o a d s ,  a n d  d o w n  f r ig h t f u l  p r e ­

c i p i c e s ,  o v e r  a  d i s t a n c e  o f  a t  le a s t  t e n  o r  t w e l v e  m i le s  e v e r y  

d a y .  T h e  m e n ,  w h o  a r e  e m p l o y e d  in  t h e  s a m e  b u s in e s s ,  g o  

o u t  a t  t w o  o r  th r e e  o ’ c l o c k  in  t h e  m o r n in g ,  in  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e y  

m a y  r e t u r n  t o  F u n c h a l  b e f o r e  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  d a y ,  w h e n  it  is  

u s u a l  t o  s e e  t h e m  b a s k in g  a t  fu l l  l e n g t h  in  t h e  s t i e e t s  b e f o r e  

t h e ir  d o o r s ,  c o n v e y i n g  t o  a  s t r a n g e r  a n  i d e a  o f  t h e ir  e x t r e m e  

in d o l e n c e ,  u d i i c h ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  t h e  c a s e  w it h  

th is  c la s s  o f  m e n ,  w h o s e  c h i e f  o c c u p a t i o n  is  t h a t  o f  s u p ­

p l y i n g  t h e  t o w n  w i t h  f i r e w o o d .  T h o s e  w h o  m a y  p r e f e r  

a  l i f e  o f  e a s e ,  Avith s c a n t y  m e a ls ,  t o  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  a  d e c e n t  

l i v e l i h o o d  t o  b e  p r o c u r e d  b y  m o d e r a t e  la b o u r ,  a r e  s u c h  a s  a r e  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  e m p l o y e d  in  f is h in g ,  in  s h i p p i n g  w in e s ,  w h i c h  a r e  

u s u a l l y  s l i p p e d  t o  t h e  b e a c h  o n  s l e d g e s  d r a w n  b y  o x e n ,  in  s m u g ­

g l in g ,  o r  in  fu r n is h in g  s e a m e n  Avith Avine a n d  s p ir i t s .  S u c h  

e m p l o y m e n t s  o c c u p y  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  d a y ,  a n d  

n o t  r n a n y  d a y s  in  t h e  A veek . S o m e  fcAV a r e  e n g a g e d  in  t h e  

p r e p a r a t io n  o f  a  s o r t  o f  A vhite l e a t h e r  f o r  b o o t s ,  c o a r s e  A v o o lle n s  

f o r  c a p s  a n d  j a c k e t s ,  a n d  s t r ip e d  l in e n s  f o r  troA V sers. A  l in e n  

o r  c a l i c o  s h ir t ,  a  p a ir  o f  c a n v a s  o r  c h e c k e d  l in e n  troA v sers , 

a n d  a  r e d  o r  l ) lu e  A v oo llen  c a p ,  m o s t l y  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  c o l o u r  

a n d  n o t  u n l i k e  t h e  la fe  s a c r e d  e m b l e m  o f  G a l l i c  l i b e r t y ,  c o n ­

s t i t u t e  t h e ir  u s u a l  d r e s s ,  A vh ich , Avith t h e ir  sa lloA v a n d  m e a g r e  

l o o k s  a n d  l o n g  b l a c k  h a ir ,  g iv e s  t h e m  a  f e r o c i o u s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  

t h a t  a n  u n p r o t e c t e d  s t r a n g e r  A v ou ld  n o t  b e  d e s i r o u s  o f  e n ­

c o u n t e r in g  in  a  l o n e l y  p l a c e ;  y e t  t h e y  a r e  in  f a c t  a  c i v i l ,  

h a r m le s s ,  a n d  A v e ll-d is p o s e d  p e o p l e .



M A D E I R A .  13

The dress o f the female mountain wood-cutters consists o f 
a shift, a petticoat, and a thick cap or coarse handkerciiief 
tied about the head. The middle class o f people, who earn 
a livelihood by keeping shops, by cai-rying on a peity traffic, or 
by practising some o f the handicrail trades, are distinguished 
in their dress irom the vulgar by the addition o f a hat, shoes 
and stockings, and a long black cloak, which frecpiently con­
ceals beneath its covering a multitude o f rents and patches. 
Their wives and daughters are almost invariably habited in 
black cloth petticoats, and a jacket o f the same material, 
with a large hood drawn over the head. It would be unrea­
sonable to expect that the Avomcn of this place should exhibit 
the most perfect models o f purity and delicacy ; but we were 
not exactly prepared to observe these hooded matrons and 
damsels stepping aside, with perfect composure, to the creeks 
and corners o f the streets and, like Madame bambouillet, 
“  plucking their roses,” in open day, and in full view o f every 
passenger.

Nor do the men, who affect to rank among the upper 
classes o f society, appear to feel those elevated notions o f in­
dependence which attach to their condition in other countries : 
for instance, they are not ashamed o f begging in the public 
streets. The monks o f St. Francis profess it p or  amor de 
D e c s ; and the laity beg for the love o f themselves. Contrary 
to the custom o f our beggars, who assume at least the out­
ward appearance o f being objects o f compassion, and fre­
quently o f disgust, a Portugueze puts on his best coat when 
he goes a begging. This may not be so much the case in i\Ia-

7
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doira as in some of tlmir commercial stations in the East, 
once flourishing, now sunk into ruin and wretchedness. I 
rocollect distinctly, when we were at Macao, to have observed 
one o f the inhabitants asking charity at the English factory, 
dressed in his bag-wig and sword. Indeed the miserable 
people o f that settlement are half supported from the money 
tliat IS mther spent, or given in charity, by the English and 
otlicr European houses which are established tliere for.the 
convemency o f their commerce with China.

Tt would seem that the clergy o f IVIadeira are not very rigid 
in exacting from others the duties o f religion, nor in setting '̂an 
examjile of pious conduct in their OAvm j)crsons. On the con- 
tiary, the loose manners, the intemperate mode o f life and the 
free conversation o f many o f the monks are a disgrace to the 
sacred office which they hold ; yet these men assume to them­
selves the character o f guardians o f public morals, and, under 
this cover, sometimes make use o f the most extraordinary and 
unwarrantable liberties. We observed, with astonishment, at 
the Governor’s table, the impertinent, indecent, and de­
bauched conduct o f a drunken fat friar; and Avere equally 
surprized  ̂ at the little pains that were taken to check Ids 
career ’i ’hese men carry about with them evident marks o f 
good living; and if the general appearance o f the inhabitants 
indicates few symptoms o f plenty or comfort, that o f  the
clergy at least is such as even Cæsar might not have objected 
to, they being ^

“  ----------Men that are fat
“  Sleek-headed men, and such as sleep o’ nights.”



M A D E I R A .  15

The penurious and solitary life o f the Portuguese forms a 
strikingteontrast with the splendid and convivial manner in 
which the houses o f the K.nglish merchants are constantly kept 
open for the accommodation o f strangers who may call at the 
island. I f  the -English at home be represented by foreigners 
as a cold, formal, and distant })Cople, they have at least a 
very different character abroad, d'heir hospitality at Madeira 
is unbounded ; and the state o f society, the delightful climate, 
and the variety with which the island abounds, are such that 
he, who could not spend here-a few months witli pleasure and 
satisfaction, must be posses'sed o f a very fastidious taste. Ih e  
Portuguci^e' Governor, however, Avas a social, well-bred, and 
respectable man. He entered into all the parties of the 
English, during our stay on the island. lie  gave, also, a 
most sumptuous entertainment at the goA'crnmcnt-house. 
and, as few nations, beside our own, c.xhibit on their tables 
Avholc animals, as pigs grinning with oranges m their mouths, 
hares squatting as if about to leap down the throats ot the 
hungry guests, and pheasants Avith their feathers read} to fly 
after them, the Portugueze Governor, in conqilimcnt to the 
English taste, had employed English cooks for the occasion ; 
a mark o f consideration Avhich I very much doubt if any o f 
the British merchants Avould have condescended to pay to the 
Portugueze Governor; as a due respect for the customs and 
prejudices o f other nations is certainly nohto be found in the 
catalogue o f an Englishman’s good qualities.

Idle Govcnior o f this settlement, Avhich is the case in fcAV 
belonging to Portugal, has a sufficient alloAvance to enable 
him to support the dignity o f his station, and  ̂his poAvers are

i\



; Si:
I 5'

i r

m.l.*5C

M A D E I R A .

still greater than his appointments are liberal; yet his whole 
income is barely 20001. a year, about 2 0 0 /. o f  which is in the 
shape o f a present from the English merchants.

The accidental discovery o f INladeira is attributed, by most 
o f the early voyagers and historians o f Portugal, to an Eng­
lishman ; and'the subject is said to be painted on the walls o f 
a room in the government-house. Whether the fact be really 
so or not, the adventures o f Robert Macham and the lovely 
Anna d’Arfet furnish an interesting and an aifecting story, the 
incidents o f which are extremely natural, and not improbable. 
Goncalvez, indeed, who, after Macham, may be considered 
as the discoverer o f Madeira, was so much convinced o f the 
truth o f the story Avhich rvas then prevalent, that he named 
the place o f his first anchorage P orto  dos I n g k z o s ; and, on 
his second voyage, changed it to that o f P o rto  de M achino, 
in honour o f the unfortunate discoverer, which at this day is 
corrupted into P orto  M achio  or M achico. At this place are 
still shewn the remains o f a cross, that was supposed to have 
been erected over the grave o f the beautiful and amiable 
Anna d’A r fe t , and which they pretend to have been cut out 
o f the very tree under which she died and Avas buried.

Whoever might have been the discoverer, it is certain the 
Portugueze were the first to take possession o f i t ; and in 
doing this they are not chargeable with any injustice or 
violence, for there was not found a single inhabitant o f  the 
human species upon it. Since that period it has not been 
out o f their possession ; nor could it perhaps be better placed 
for the commerce and convenience o f all nations, than in the
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hands o f  a power which has neither the means nor the inclina­
tion to go to Avar. In the possession o f a great maritime state, 
it n)ight be made instrumental, in time o f Avar, in materially 
intciTupting the commerce o f the East and West indies, as al­
most all the outward bound ships to both countries pass Avithin 
sight o f Madeira or Porto Santo. For the mere improvement 
o f the island, and o f the condition o f the people, the English 
ought to be the masters ; Avhilst misery and ruin Avould be the 
mevitable consecjuencc o f its falling into the possession o f the 
French. The defences o f the island are b}̂  no means con­
temptible, nor neglected. I'he Peak castle Avhich commands 
the toAvn on the Avest, the fort and Avail e.xtcnding alono' the 
beach, the Avorks on the Loo rock, and tlie fort o f St. ,Jago 
on the east point o f the bay, Avith proper ordnance and a 
garrison o f tAvo or three thousand men, might oppose a very 
obstinate resistance to a much superior force. The best and 
perhaps, indeed, the only praeticable landing-place is at 
Funchal, Avhcrc the shot from the castle striking thé pebbly 
beach, Avhich is from si.xty to eighty yards in AAÛdth and 
flanked by batteries at each extremity, Avould occasion a 
dreadful havoc among the invading party, in the attemjjt o f 
making good their landing. On the Avhole island there are 
said to be from tAvelve to fifteen tlu usand AA’cll-appointed and 
regular^ trained militia, o f Avhich four or five thousand coidd 
be brought, in the course o f a fcAv hours, to act at any given 
point.

In order to pick up a fcAV native plants, and to gain some 
little information as to the produce and the rural economy o f 
the island, we determined to make a long day s excursion

D
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across the mountains. For this purpose we engaged a number 
o f mules and as many muleteers, each beast having its 
driver who, with his long staff armed with a pike, goads the 
animal in the flank, or checks his career by a blow on the 
face, to regulate the pace o f the beast with his own, without 
regard to the feelings o f the rider, 'i’hcre being very little 
level ground on the island, our road was either up steep ac­
clivities, along the edges o f frightful precipices, across deep 
ravines, or through swampy thickets o f brushwood. The 
island, however, abounds with grand and picturesque land­
scapes ; and many o f the deep vallies exhibit magnificent 
and romantic scenery. In the vicinity o f the town, and along 
the sea-coast, the rocks and stones are mostly formed o f com­
pact bluish lava ; but in proportion as ^ve advanced in height, 
the volcanic products disappeared, and quartz and close- 
arained schistus became more abundant. In crossina the 
summit o f a mountain, towards the east end o f the island, we 
met with the crater o f an extinct volcano, which appeared to 
be about three hundred yards in diameter; the bottom was 
nearly covered with a species o f penny-w'ort.

c suAv only a few trees, and these were generally growing 
in the deep glens, none o f which wei'e remarkable for their 
size or their beauty, except the tall and elegant Ardisia  eocedsa. 
Some large trees o f a species o f cedar, with which the island 
is supposed to have once been covered, arc said to be still 
growing in the ravines among the higher mountains ; but avo 
did not meet Avitli any o f them. The general scarcity o f  soil, 
indeed, which ])rcvails in every-part o f the island, except in 
])articular situations, where rills o f water may have carried

b iiA .
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flown, in the course o f ages, an accumulation o f loose earthy 
particles, would seem to contradict the common opinion that 
its name rvas given in consequence o f the vast forests with 
which it originally abounded. Mherc certainly is not the least 
appearance that such has ever been the case : thickets of 
underwood might have covered several parts o f the brow ot 
the mountain, and such patches o f ground in the glens as are 
now converted into vineyards and orchaids , but tlieic ue\er 
could have been such forests and thickets as to justify the 
idea o f the confiagratiou having lasted for seven years, as we 
are told by Portugueze historians. The native shrubby plants 
that chiefly prevail are broom, cytisus, whortleberry, laurel, 
myrtle, brambles, euphorbia, cactus, a fine scented jessamine, 
and wild olives. It was these which, viewing them from the 
ship, our imaginations had transformed into groves o f oranges, 
lemons, citrons, and other fruit trees that arc congenial uith 
such a climate. A  species o f lavender, a stock, and several 
o f  our cultivated plants, are found in their natural state. 
The common fern is abundant, so likewise is polypody, 
maiden-hair, and other cryptogamous plants. Wormwood, 
trefoil, nightshade, bugloss, fox-glove. Saint John’s wort, 
convolvulus, plaintain, and many o f our grasses grow on the 
sides o f the hills, wherever there happens to be the smallest 
c^uantity o f soil to fix their roots.

The cultivated jilants are vines, oranges, lemons, citrons, 
figs, bananas, guavas, apricots, peaches, and hhiropean fruits, 
b iid es  good walnuts and chesnuts. 'J’lie island produces 
wheat, barley, and rye ; but more than two-thirds o f the gram 
consumed is imported from the Azores or Western Islands,

1) 2
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and ii'om Amevica. Tor more than a century Madeira was 
considered as xaluablc chiefly for the cpaantity o f  sugar it 
])roduced ; but since this aromatic reed has been spread over 
tlie continent and islands o f  the new world, little is now in 
cultivation here; and the sugar extracted ifom it is o f a coarse 
quality, used only among the lower class o f inhabitants, com­
monly as an inspissated brown juice, not unlike molasses. 
'J’hc arid soil seems much better suited for the growth o f the 
vine than the sugar-cane. A\ ine, indeed, may be considered 
as the principal product o f the island, o f which the cpiantity 
made varies, in dilferent years, from fifteen to twenty-five 
Ihousand pqves. The greatest quantity exported in any one
year appears to have been fifteen thousand pipes, in the fol­
lowing manner :

To the East Indies
To England

P ip es 5 500

- - 4500
'Fo the est Indies - _ _ 3000
Jo America, and taken away by Amciicans 2000

15000

I he value of which, with a little fruit and other articles ex­
ported, may be estimated at 500,000/., o f which more than 
400,000/. is taken by Great Britain and its colonies, in ex­
change for various manufactures and provisions, amountino- 
in value to about 300,000/., making thus a balance against 
us o f 100,0 0 0 /. America supplies the island with lumber, 
staves, salt provisions, and grain, to the amount o f 80,000/. 
annually, which is more than is imported into the island bv
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Portugal from Europe, Brazil, and the Azores ; and the ^vhole 
amount o f produce taken by the mother-coimtry horn Ma­
deira does not exceed 10,0 0 0 /. The total revenues o f the 
island, consisting of one-tenth o f the prodvxce and duties on 
import and export, are said to amount to about 100,0 0 0 /., 
out o f which, after paying the expences ot the civil, military, 
and ecclesiastical establishments, the Crown is supposed to 
receive about 30,000/., although the old Governor assured 
Lord Jxiacartney that the net sum received by the Crown 
o f Portugal seldom exceeded eight or ten thousand pounds.
V

It will appear extraordinary, and I should not have ven­
tured to mention it had I not the authority for so doing o f 
a gentleman who has been thirty years on the island, that so 
large a quantity o f wine should annually be sent to India, 
and consumed there, (for o f this not 300 pipes a year are re­
turned to Europe,) and so little imported into England. The 
latter would appear to be o f less difficult explanation than the 
former; for although it is supposed that the quantity con­
sumed in Great Britain, under the name of Madeira, is, on 
the least calculation, eciual to the whole ciuanlity that is ex­
ported from the island, or more than three times v hat is 
actually imported, yet it is well known that a variety o f mix­
tures pass for Madeira, some o f which arc compounded o f 
wines that never greAv on the island, as those of leneriffe, 
Lisbon, and Xeres. And with regard to India it may be ob­
served, that although the number o f English there is very 
limited, and few o f any other nation drink Madeira wine, 
yet this and claret are the only wines in general consumption
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at both the Presidencies and in the army, the former o f  which 
is freely used during dinner.

This wine is known to possess many extraordinary qualities. 
I haA'e heard it asserted, that if pure genuine Madeira be ex­
posed to frost until it is congealed into a solid mass o f  ice, 
and again thawed by the fire ; if  heated to the boiling point, 
and then left to co o l; if exposed to the sun for Avecks together 
in open casks, or placed in damp cellars ; it Avill not suffer 
the least injury by such great and Auolent changes.. That part, 
hoAV'CA'cr, Avhich is consumed on the island is a raAv meagre 
beverage, Avhieh, if compared Avith L ondon particu lar, is as 
bad as small beer to fine ale.

The usual mode o f training the vines is by basket-Avork 
fixed to espaliers, about five feet high; but in some vineyards 
they are led up trees, or high poles ; and in others, cut doAvn 
to the height o f two or three feet, as at the Cape o f Good 
Hope. In some places the hills are terraced, in order to re­
tain the soil, by stone Avails. The process o f  making the 
Avme is very simple. The grapes are picked from the stalk, 
thrown into a vat, pressed first with the feet and afterwards 
by a Aveightcd Avooden lever. The proprietor o f the land and 
the collector o f the taxes for the CroAvn both attend at the 
press; the latter takes out o f the tub his tenth o f  the whole 
must, after AÂ hich the remainder is equally divided between 
the land-owner and the tenant. Each takes with him a suf­
ficient number o f porters to carry aAvay their respective shares, 
sometimes in barrels, and sometimes in goat-skin horrachat,
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to the cellars in Funchal. The English merchants usually 
supply the farmers beforehand with money, to enable them 
to make a more extensive tillage.

In the course o f our journey wc did not observe a single 
wild quadruped, and very few birds o f any kind appeared. 
Hogs are said to be turned loose among the thickets to latten 
on roots, and especially on those o f fern, by which they ac­
quire a flavour o f game. Goats are pretty numerous, and 
rabbits are not scarce in the mountains. The island aflords but 
a scanty supply o f food for a few cows, and milk and fresh 
butter are consequently accounted among the luxuries m 
diet A  few oxen are used in the town lor drawing sledges; 
small saddle horses are kept by some, but the common animal 
o f burden is the mule. Among the birds are hawks,, kites, 
partridges, pigeons, quails, woodcocks, swallows, sparrows, 
oTCV canaries, finches, and linnets.

There are few insects o f any kind to annoy the stranger, 
as usually happens in warm weather countries ; and not a 
venomous reptile has ever been known to exist on the island. 
'I’hc honey bee, however, is not uncommon; and in certam 
sheltered valleys, where the surroundmg hills abound m 
iieathy plants, the honey is said to be unusually line, and is 
frequently sent as a valuable present to Portugal. Such 
myriads o f lizards I never beheld in any country. On a warm 
sunny day, every rock and stone-wall are literally covered 
with'them. They are perfectly harmless, except that, creep­
ing along the branches o f the vine, they pierce the ripe 
grapes, and suck out their juice. In doing this they fiei
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quentlj tumble off and arc caught in small glazed j^ots, that 
are purposely placed underneath to receive and prevent them 
from doing further mischief. This contrivance, however, must 
be too expensi^•e to be general.

■\Ve had scarcely descended the lieights and reached the 
vdlage o f Santa Cruz, which is situated on the eastern point 
o f the island, before it became dark ; and we had still ten 
miles to travel, along the edges o f rocky precipices overhang­
ing the sea-shore, where we had little to trust to beyond the 
cautious steps o f the mules. In this part o f  the journey, one 
o f the most brilliant and beautiful meteors I ever beheld 
passed over our heads, from the body o f the island, with a 
rusthag noise like that o f  a sky-rocket, appearing to fall in a 
curvilinear direction into the sea. The duration o f its licht 
we conjectured to be from eight to ten seconds. The first 
impression, made by a light so exceedingly brilliant, sug­
gested the idea o f  a fresh eruption from the volcanic moun­
tains we had Just descended, and all eyes Avere turned towards 

>at quarter. Our troublesome journey, as 1 observe by my 
notes, was much shortened in philosophizing on this pheno­
menon. On the principles o f the old-fashioned doctrine which 
|hen (now thirteen years ago) prcv.aijed, it ,ras condaded 

i.i le elcelric fluid, passing througircontigmus or blended 
VO limes of oxygen and hydrogen gasses floating in the upper 
regions o f the atmosphere, might effeet that chemical com- 
binalion which is known to produce water; and that, n o t - ' 
withstanding the clear starry hemisphere, we might be caught 
in ram Iwfore we reached Funchal. This did not exactly 
-uippen, but several smart showers fell in the course o f tlm



M A D E I R A .  '25

n ig h t .  T h e  s ig n s  a n d  p r o g n o s t i c s  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r  b e c o m e  

m o r e  t h a n  u s u a l l y  in t e r e s t in g  t o  h im  w h o  h a s  t o  t r a v e l  o v e r  

d e s e r t  w a s t e s ,  w h e r e  h e  h a s  n o  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  m e e t in g  w it h  

e v e n  a  h o v e l  t o  h id e  h im  f r o m  t h e  s t o r m . S u c h  h a v in g  b e e n  m y  

c a s e  s i n c e  t h e  p e r i o d  o n  'w h ic h  1 a m  n o w  A vritin g , i t  m a y  r e a d i l y  

Ire s u p p o s e d  I Avas n o t  A v h o lly  in a t t e n t iv e  t o  t h e s e  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  ; a n d  T c a n  s a f e ly  s a y  t h a t ,  a s  fa r  a s  m y  o b s e iA 'a t io n s  

g o ,  e i t h e r  a  c l o u d e d  a t m o s p h e r e  o r  r a in  h a s  in v a r i a b ly  s u c ­

c e e d e d  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  f i e r y  m e t e o r s ,  o r ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  s o m e ­

t im e s  c a l l e d ,  f a l l in g  s ta r s . P e r h a p s ,  in d e e d ,  t h e  s a m e  e f f e c t  o f  

c o m b i n i n g  t h e  a ir s  m ig h t  t a k e  p l a c e ,  A v h eth er  t h e s e  m e t e o r s  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  m e r e  e l e c t r i c  s p a r k s ,  o r  h e a t e d  m a s s e s  o f  s t o n e  

f o r m e d  u n d e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  e j e c t e d  f r o m  s i t u a t io n s  e tp ia J iy  

u n k n o A v n . T h e  m o d e m  c o n j e c t u r e ,  t h a t  t h e  la t t e r  m i g i i t  l ) c  

h u r l e d  f r o m  íu n a r  v o l c a n o e s ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  p la u s ib le ,  

a s ,  u n d e r  f a v o u r a b le  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u n  a n d  m o o n ,  c a l c u la t o r s  

h a v e  a s s u r e d  u s , t h a t  t h e  f o r c e  r e c iu ir c d  t o  s e n d  a  s t o n e  f r o m  

t h e  la t t e r  p l a n e t  A vith in  t l ie  a t t r a c t iv e  s p h e r e  o f  th e  f o r m e r  

A v ou ld  b e  l i t t le  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  t im e s  t h a t  o f  a  c a n n o n  b a l l .

Thus the various accounts Ave meet Avitli, in anciciii history, 
o f stones descending from tlie heavens, and suj)j)oscd to have 
been ejected fi-om the sun or the moon, arc not fjuitc so fabulous 
as thev Avere long held to be. iiveu modern ])hilosopliers dis­
believed the tael, and ridiculed the hypotliesis; but tiiey 
have at length condeseeiuled to concede that the ancients 
might be eorroet as to the fact, and possibly not AAiong irs 
their cxinclusions. Pliny, avIio in his natui'ui histoiy has 
given us a compilation o f every thing he had read, hpard, or 
seen, records an instance, among others o f a similar Idnd,

E



M A D  E l  R  A.

of a large stone wliich, in the days o f Anaxagoras the astro­
nomer, is supposecl to have fallen from the sun in a district 
o f Thrace, near the river iE gos; which stone, he tells uŝ  
A\as shewn in his own time. Tlo this passage the very in­
genious author o f Hudibras has thus humourously alluded ;

“  For Anaxagoras, long agone,
“  Saw hills, as well as you, i’  th’ moon,
“  And held the sun was but a piece 
“  O f red hot iron, as big as Greece ;
“  Believ’d the heavens were made o f  stone, 
“  Because the sun had voided one.”

But this meteor, I perceive, like an ignis fa tu u s , has led 
me astray from my subject, which, not being sufficiently in­
teresting to resume, I sliall here conclude, and proceed with­
out further delay on our voyage.
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o f  Longevity— Description o f  the Fortunate Islands by Homer and Plutarch.

HE passage from Madeira to tlie Canaiy Islands is, in 
most cases, as smooth and pleasant as that betiveen Lng- 
land and Madeira is boisterous and disagreeable; and, in the 
present instance, we made the rim in less than foui days, 
having discovered, on the third o f our depaituie, the pointed 
summit o f the, celebrated peak o f leneriffe, though at the 
distance o f about sixty miles ; an object which, indeed, in 
clear weather, is visible nearly as many leagues.

The Spaniards m their foreign settlements aic not accus­
tomed, and indeed generally refuse, to return the salutes of 
ships belonging to other nations ; but whether their dcchnmg 
the corapliine'nt o f mutual civility may be ascribed to the 
haughty and reserved temper o f the government,- to an af-
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fected superiority, or to a parsimonious saving o f gunpowder, 
1 cannot pretend to determine. Sir Erasmus Gower, know­
ing it to be the case, sent an officer on shore, conformably to 
his instructions, to make an offer o f the compliment on the 
ground o f reciprocation, which the Governor, however, with 
great politeness, declined; observing that his orders would 
not allow him to make any return; and intimating, at the 
same time, that it would be more agreeable if the usual cus­
tom was dispensed with o f firing the morning and evenino- 
guns. When the wishes o f a friendly power could be acceded 
to on such moderate terms, a refusal would have indicated 
more o f pride than policy. Erom Sir Erasmus Gorver the 
desire o f the Governor met with a ready compliance. There 
was a Erenchman, however, commanding a frigate at anchor 
in the bay, who, m the true spirit o f  Gallic liberty, disdain- 
mg the restraint o f orders and port regulations, saluted and 
ired his morning and evening guns, in defiance o f the rules 
aid down by the Spanish government. Like a true Gascon 
le had boasted, as we afterwards heard, that, concludino- 
rom the sight o f our squadron war must have broken out 

lietwecn England and Erance, lie had prepared to receive us 
with one broadside at least, in order to do all the mischief he 
could pour I’h om eu r de la G rande N ation , before he struck 
his colours. Yet these are the people who are loudest in 
complaining o f the tyranny o f the English in exercising the 
so\ertigntv of tlie seas; but, were the exercise o f that so- 
v cieignty placed, unluckily fbr the world, in the hands o f the 
'rench, their conduct on the continent is a sufficient test to 

evince with udiat degree o f moderation they would hold the 
dominion o f the ocean.
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On entering the bay o f Santa Cruz, situated on the eastern 
side o f Teneriffe, and casting an eye round the shores, such 
a lengthened barrier presents itself o f bold rocky projections, 
connected in some parts by lines o f masonry, and strengthened 
in others by so many batteries, that, concluding from appear­
ances, one would not hesitate to pronounce that a small but 
well-disciplined garrison must render this part at least o f 
the island impregnable. There seems to be but one landing- 
place that can be considered as tolerably good, in the whole 
compass o f the surrouirding shorp ; and this is within a well- 
built mole, projecting obliquely into the bay, and forming a 
shallow bason o f considerable extent for the protection o f the 
numerous small craft against llie heavy swell o f the sea., 
which occasionally, indeed almost continually, rolls in during 
the winter months. This mole is defended by a work of some 
strength at its extremity, and by several forts on each side 
o f it, Avhich arc connected by lines for musquetry running 
close along the shore. The anchoring ground in the bay is 
so foul and rocky that, unless the cables are tioated up with 
buoys, they are liable to be fretted and worn in pieces in no 
ereat length o f time. The .Hindostan, after losing two an­
chors, had nearly been dashed on the lava rocks, l o  render 
it even a tolerable port for the safety of large ships, the first 
thing that appears to be necessary is the laying down of 
mooring chains, fastened to cast-iron sinkeis 5 aftei uhich it 
would still be expedient to float the cables with buoys. The 
winds, indeed, are so unsteady, and particularly in the win­
ter months, rushing down in violent gusts, and nearly at the 
same time from every point o f the surrounding high land, 
unless when they blow directlv into the bay from the east-
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irard, that large ships M ill ahvaj^s be exposed to considerable 
risk, and more particularly so from the months o f October 
to March inclusive.

il I ■ i

J

Under such disadvantages, it M̂as considered as a bold 
measure o f Admiral lilake to run in Muth a fair M ind, in order 
to take or destroy a fleet o f Spanish galleons, Avhich, hoM’-ever, 
he completely effected and, by a fortunate shift o f the wind, 
escaped M-ith his oM'n fleet; but it is far from certain what 
the consequences might have been to his ships, had not this 
sudden, and by no means to be expected, change o f Mund in 
his favour taken })lace at the moment he had finished his 
M ork o f destruction, and carried him out o f the bay ; leaving 
the Spaniards in astonishment (as Hume expresses it) at the 
happy temerity o f their audaciovis visitors. ]31ake M̂as a 
fnave officer but not a good seaman, a profession o f Avhieh 
a competent knoM-ledge can scarcely be attained by one wdio 
like him first engages in it at the meridian o f life. Still more 
daring tiian 151ake/s, though less successful, w'as the attempt 
ot the late Lord kelson to take the place by surprise, in the 
year 1797, by embarking al)out one thousand brave fellows 
in the boats o f his s(|uadron, and entering the bay in the 
middle of the night. Being unfortunately discovered on ap­
proaching tlic mole, the alarm wais instantly communicated 
to the town, the bells Mere rung, the drums beat to arms, 
and the lines and the batteries began to open upon the in­
vading party, 'j'he night M-as so dark that a great number 
oi the boats never reached the pier, on which a considerable 
force Avas draMui u{) to 0[)pose their landing, it muis here that 
the immortal hero, ahvays the first in every perilous enter*«

H
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prise, -lost lus arm, and had almost the whole o f his party 
killed or wounded by grape and inusquetry from the citadel 
pu the left; not, however, before they had completely dis­
persed the enemy, and driven them from the mole. Another 
division landed to the southward of the mole, among rocks 
and breakers, where all the boats were dashed m pieces. 
From this place, however, under the command of Captain 
(now Rear-Admiral) Sir Thomas Troubridge, the party forced 
their Avay into the great square, where they formed about 
four hundred strong. Here they were informed that eight or 
ten thousand Spaniards, Avith a considerable artillery, were 
preparing to attack them ; which, although not strictly true 
as to numbers, they had no reason to disbelieve, l e t ,  m 
this situation, cool and collected as a British officer is genc- 
rallv found to be in the most critical moments, Sir Ihomas 
sent to the Governor a spirited message to say that, on con­
dition o f his immediately supplying a sufficient number of 
boats to rcimbark his people, the squadron Avould forbear to 
bombard the town ; otherwise, that he could not answer for 
the consequences. The Governor required them to surrender 
as prisoners o f war ; in reply to Avhich, Captain Troubridge 
declared, in the most peremptory manner, that if the terms 
he proposed Avere not instantly accepted he would be under 
the necessity o f setting fire to the town; having kindled a 
blaze on the windward side o f the square, to shew them that 
they had it in their power to put their threat m execution 
On this being reported, the Governor not only complied, but 
performed the conditions o f the treaty in a manner that was 
highly honourable to his charactei.



L't! I

T E N E R I F F E .

Should it be considered expedient, on some future occa­
sion, to get possession o f Teneriffe, though I confess its utility 
<loes not appear to me to be very important to this countiy, 
a more eligible plan would seem to be the landing o f  a body 
of men at Oratava, the port at which the greater part o f  the 
wines are shipped, and where the works o f defence arc so 
indmg as to afford little if any resistance, A\diich indeed is 
the case along the whole Avestern shore between the point 
de Xago on the north and Garricliec^ on the south, where 
iu any o f the small bays or inlets, an easy landing might be 
effected m the summer months. From any part o f this'^coast 
a single day’s march, over an open and plentiful country’ 
coinplctely m the possession o f the invading party wlien once 
landed,  ̂ would bring them to the city o f Laguna, the capital 
ol the island, which is entirely without defence ft is scarcely 
probable they would meet with any oiiposition in the field 
especially if a division o f the ships employed in the attack 
should make its ajipearancc at the entrance o f the bay 'J'his 
force eonfine ll,o feeble gan i«,„ l„  t|,eir ;"a„d „
n c  distance from Lagima to Santa Crim is only about’five 
■mies, down a consideralde descent, every point o f wliid, 
commands tlie town and tlie bay, the fate o f the place must 
instantly he decided.^ At all events, the e.vireine dirticnitv o f 
am mg in the bay ot Santa C ruz  seems to rc(|nire both dav- 

hght and fine weather, in order to insure a sncLsIid  issue. '

The prospect, on entering the bay, is by no means so in- 
'I  mg as lhaf o f Madeira, as will readily he perceived iiv the 
an„e.sed view. The town o f Santa Crna has pretty iimH. the
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same appearance as-that o f runchal; but the steep and 
rugged secnerj, with which it is immediately surrounded, has 
a barren and a forbidding aspect; the rocky surtaee being of 
an uniform sombre hue, unenlivened by the least verdure, 
and varied only by its rude inequalities, ai\4 a fcAV windmills 
l)crched on the heights Ijehind tile town. 'I'he summit o f the 
peak, but just visible above the highest ridge, conveys from 
this point o f \ iew a very inadecpiatc idea o f its stupendous 
height.

On approaching the shore, the beauties o f the towm are 
gradually unfolded. The upper surface o f tlie mole, built o f 
«ranitic lava, fonns a broad gravelled walk which, inclining 
to the right, leads to a beautiful F assead ero  or mall, for the 
use o f the public, wx'll shaded by several rov.̂ s ot trees; and 
to the left, it branches tow^ards a spacious s(piare, in the 
centre o f which is an obelisk supporting a statue o f San Ber­
nardo o f no mean execution, d'hc streets are mostly laid out 
in straight lines, are wide, airy, and clean ; and the houses 
in general have a neat appearance, being white-w^ishcd with 
lime, though this article is not by any means cheap or plenti­
ful, being made o f shells, as there is not any lime-stone on 
the island. The substitution o f wu)odeu lattices in the wun- 
dow's for glass is, however, a very considerable drawdjack on 
the lively appearance o f the town. In Funchal tliere Averc 
taverns, and w ine-houses, and shops ; and a dcgiee oi bustle 
prevailed in the streets suiiicient to indicate its being a place 
o f some trade and resort; but here, the houses Averc always 
shut up and, except in the mornings and evenings, scarcely a 
creature Avas to be seen but the porters and the fisheimcn about

V
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the quay. So large a town, with a population so apparently' 
scanty, is apt to impress a stranger Avitli an idea o f some 
dreadful calamity having swept away a great proportion o f the 
inhabitants. The fact is, the Spaniards seldom stir abroad 
except to attend matins and vespers; and the British mer­
chants, who here as well as at Madeira may be said to mono­
polize the wine trade, are few in number; and those few 
reside chiefly at the port o f Orata\ a, from whence the greater 
part o f the wines are shipped.

li '1

T h e  m a n y  l i t t le  c o n v e n i e n c e s  a n d  c o m f o r t s  t o  A v h ich  a n  

.E n g lis h m a n  is  a c c u s t o m e d  a t  h o m e  b u t  i l l  jn 'c p a r e  h im  f o r  

th e  a w k w a r d  s h if t s  h e  is  o b l i g e d  t o  m a k e ,  t h e  b a d  a c c o m m o ­

d a t io n s  h e  is  s u r e  t o  m e e t  w i t h ,  a n d  t h e  e n d le s s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

h e  m u s t  n e c e s s a r i ly  e n c o u n t e r ,  in  e v e r y  c o u n t r y  w h e r e  E n g ­

l is h m e n  d o  n o t  f o r m  a  c o n s id e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  in h a b i t ­

a n ts .  W e  w e r e  t o l d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  in  S a n t a  C r u z  t h e r e  w a s  

a n  e x c e l l e n t  in n  ; b u t  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w e  h a d  f o r m e d ,  f r o m  

o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  in  M a d e i r a ,  s u f le r e d  l i t t le  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o n  

f i n d i n g  i t  j u s t  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  w h a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d .  

T h e  b a r e  Avails, s c a r c e l y  c o v e r e d  Avith l im e ,  th e  m i s e r a b l e  

fu r n it u r e  a n d ,  a b o v e  a l l ,  t h e  d i r t y  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  CA 'ery t h in g  

A vith in , i f  n o t  a  c r i t e r i o n  o f  a b s o l u t e  p o v e r t y ,  Averc a t  le a s t  

s u f f i c ie n t  in d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d o l e n c e  o f  t h e  OAvners a n d  t h e  

l it t le  s e n s e  t h e y  e n t e r t a i n e d  o f  t h e  c o m f o r t s  a r is in g  f r o m  c l e a n ­

l in e s s .  I t  a f f o r d e d  n o t h i n g  b u t  a  feAv g r a p e s  a n d  broA vn  

b r e a d ,  a n d  Aviue t h a t  Avas s c a r c e l y  d r in k a b l e .  H a v i n g  s e ­

c u r e d ,  a s  Ave t h o u g h t ,  a  s u f f i c i e n t  n u m b e r  o f  h o r s e s  a n d  m u le s  

fo r  a n  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  t h e  P e a k  t h e  fo l lo A v in g  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  

t a k e n  a  v ie w ' o f  t l i c  tOAvn, Ave Avere g l a d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  d in n e r
7 .

Nil-
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on board our respective ships. And as a journey o f tn enty 
miles is considered to be a great day’s work, in a hilly coun­
try, Avhere the roads are not the best, nor the beasts ot burden 
the strongest, we determined to start at break o f day. On 
our landing, however, not a mule was in readiness at this 
early hour, nor could we (collect more than nine in the Avhole 
place. We started Avith as many as avc could get, and, after 
jogging on tor tAvo hours at a sIoaa' rate, OAcr a locky load, 
mostly up hill and in some })laccs very steep, Ave reached 
Laguna, Avhich is about five miles distant from the port. 
This city is considered as the capital o f the island ; but its size 
does not appear to entitle it to that distinction, being little, and 
perhaps not at all, more extensive than the toAvn of Santa 
Cruz. The houses are in general built on a larger scale, and 
the streets are wider. There are two churcdies, five or six. 
convents for nuns and friars, several hospitals, a large jail, 
a court o f judicature, and many other buildings and offices 
o f a public nature, appropriated for the civil and ccclesiastic<d 
departments o f government; but it appeared to us to be still 
more gloomy and desolate than Santa Cruz. A  lew jolly 
looking friars Avere the only persoi\s avIio enlivened the streets, 
many "of which were literally overgrown with grass. Here 
and there Ave observed a solitary figure, muffled up in a black 
hooded cloak, and gliding along as if afraid to he seen, ’riie 
jail Avas by far the most lively part of Laguna. It seemed to 
be crowded by disorderly females, who were laughing and 
singing at the iix'ii gratings, and Avhose joyful countenances 
wore no indications^of their suilcring in confinement any very 
seA'ere punishment for their oflences, Avhatevcr (he natuic oi 
them might have been.

I
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Here -vvc procured, witli some difficulty, a pair o f fresh 
mules for two o f our servants, who had proceeded thus far on 
foot; and whilst the others were refreshing we looked into one 
o f the churches, where we observed a few tolerably good 
paintings, and a piece o f sculpture in marble that had lately 
been sent over from Spain. All the ornaments and decora­
tions o f the church were splendid and costly, and were so 
well designed and arranged as to produce a grand and solemn 
effect. Our time was too pressing, and our curiosity not suf­
ficiently strong, to look over, as Ave niight have done, their 
collection o f relics. The coagulated blood o f St. Januarius, 
the milk of the Virgin, the vermin o f St. Anthony, and the 
parings o f St. I’eter’s toe nails, might be just as genuine in the 
Canary Islands as on the continent o f Europe, and just as well 
worth seeing ; but the wonders o f nature Avere more the ob­
jects o f our journey than the miraculous remains o f  the 
saints.

lia A  in g  f in is h e d  o u r  v is i t  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  e a t e n  a h e a r t y  

l ) r e a k fa s t  o f  g r a p e s  a n d  broA vn  b r e a d ,  w c  w e r e  j u s t  a b o u t  t o  

r e m o u n t ,  w h e n  a  s t r a n g e  c a v a l c a d e  m a d e  it s  a p p e a r a n c e  in  

t h e  g re a t^  s t r e e t .  I t  p r o v e d  t o  b e  a  p a r t y  o f  o u r  fe lloA v  

v o y a g e r s  f r o m  t h e  I l i n d o s t a n ,  r e s p e c t a b l y  m o u n t e d  o n  a s s e s  

a n d  d r iv in g  b e f o r e  t h e m  a  la r g e ,  r a A v -b o n e d , w h i t e  h o r s e ,  

la d e n  w ith  p r o v i s io n s .  O u r  in c r e a s e d  c a v a l c a d e  noAv b e g a n  t o  

a t t r a c t  s o m e  n o t i c e ;  a n d  a s  w e  c o n t i n u e d  o u r  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  

t le  s t r e e t s  o f  I .a g u n a ,  t h e  c u r i o s i t y  o f  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  A v a s in  

s o n i c  ( le g ic e ^  a A v a k e n e d , a n d  t h e  y o u i i g  A v o m e n  in  p a r t i c u la r

smiled on us most graciously through the lattices as we 
passed along.
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I.eaving the. city behind us, Ave entered upon an extensive 
and fertile plain, Avhose surface was intersected by several rills 
o f limpid Avatev Avhich, being collected in wooden troughs, 
Avas conveyed to the toAvn and discharged in jets from obelisks 
o f stone placed in all the principal streets. The harvest Avas 
already gathered in, but we could plainly perceive that a 
considerable portion o f the land had been under tillage, o f 
which, as AA'c understood from the peasantry, the chief [)ro- 
ducc Avas Avheat, holcus, maize or Indian corn, SAveet pota­
toes, and calavances. On om- right, towards the sea-coast, 
appeared a succession o f pleasant villas and considerable 
hamlets, situated in the midst o f orchards and vineyards; 
and on our left were ridges o f hills well covered with coppice 
Avood, and their summits crowned Avith pines. Ihe middle 
part, OA'cr AA'hich aa'C had to traA’el, A\as an open tiact ot 
arable land, Avithout any kind o f fences or other apparent 
divisions to mark the boundaries ot property; but the great 
Agave Americana Avas plentifully planted by the sides o f the 
road for several miles. Our botanists collected, on the broAV 
o f the hills, specimens ot a great numbci of plants, among 
which AA'cre a species ot Semperviviim, a cpiadiangulai leaved 
Euphorbia, the Jihamnus crenulatiis, Cacalia clinea. Cactus 
opuntia, Datura, Convolvulus, Brionea, Hijpericum, fox 
doves, trefoil, grasses o f different kinds and various other 
plants, few, however, o f Avhich were considered as rare or 
curious; and these arc here mentioned Avith the view only to 
mark some o f the general productions ot the countiy..

We had descended nearly to the skirts o f the fertile and 
extensiv'C v'alc on \\dnch are situated the city and the sca-poit
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town o f Oratava, without having obtained a single glimpse 
o f the gi-and object o f our jourmij, the Peak o f Teneriffe ; 
when, by the clouds suddenly dissipating, its lofty and stu­
pendous summit burst at once upon the view, tar above the 
thinnest vapour that floated in the air: these clouds again 
eoJlecfing into different masses, either by the difference o f 
their specific gravity, or by the attracti\-e power o f electricity, 
remained in suspension on the bosom o f the mountain, in 
succcssi\ e stiata, like so many belts. ?iothing could be. more 
majestic than the huge cone tapering to a point, and backed 
bj' the a/uie blue; and nothing could exceed m picturesejue 
beauty the lower part of this grand mountain melting into the 
plain, which, Avith an almost imperceptible slope, stretched 
aAvay to the sea-coast. At the foot o f its base stands the 
pleasant city h a  Villa d O ra ta v a ;  and three miles to the 
right the sea-port town E l  F u erta  d ’Oratava. In the
former reside most o f the grandees o f the island, to avIiosc 
families were originally given grants o f land and who affect 
to set no small value on their true Castilian blood. ] t abounds 
with churches, monasteries and convents, and is surrounded 
with gardens, vineyards and fruit groves. Six British mer­
cantile houses contribute in no small degree to the fiourishino- 
state o f the sea-port town, which appears to be fully as large 
as the city, and to support (juite as many churches, monas­
teries and convents.

Ihe (piantity o f wine produced on the island varies from 
ten to twenty thousand pipes a year, the greater part o f Avhich 
is exported to the London market at the prime cost o f about 
ten to tAvelve pounds a pipe, where it is said to be converted

U
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into Madeira, to which indeed, in its original state, it seems 
to be little if at all inferior. This and similar conversions oi 
Sherry and certain other Spanish Avines will acconnt for the 
great consumption o f Avhat is called Madeira in England be­
yond what is actually exported from the island. Tlie grape 
o f Tencriffe is the same as that of Madeira and the soil vol­
canic ; but the higher and more steady temperature of the 
former communicates to the fruit a greater portion of sac­
charine matter, in consequence o f which the wines, like those 
o f tlie Cape, groAV sAveeter Avith age. Much, hoAA ever, of the 
quality o f Avines, I am inclined to think, .depends on the care 
and attention that are bestoAved in the selection and the 
pressing o f the grapes. The high price that real good Ma­
deira bears on the s])ot o f its groAvth encourages the culti­
vator to bestOAV a gi'cater portion of labour on his vineyard 
than the groAV'er on Teneriffe could possibly afford to do. It 
ansAv̂ ers his purpose to assort the sound and ripe fruit, grape 
by grape, and to press them Avith the nicest care; and there 
can be no doubt that the singular qualities aaIucIi this Avinc is 
known to possess are, in a great degree, OAving to the must 
being more pure, and o f a more homogeneous nature, than that 
o f almost any other Avinc.

In the dusk o f the evening Ave entered the port of Oratava, 
on full gallop, as the eticpiettc seemed to reijuii-e ; for as to 
ourselves Ave had no choice o f our oavu : all Ave had to do 
Avas to keep our scats as avcII as Ave could and in every other 
respect to remain passive. To remonstrate Avith flic mule­
teers Avould have been in vain : they goaded the little animals
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on the flanks and sides willi thcii’ long pikes, hollooing, and 
shouting, and scampering in sucli a manner that all the lat­
ticed windoAvs flew open as Ave jiassed along the streets; 
whilst some o f the parly AA'ere in little better {)light than pooi 
Johnny Gilpin Avhen he rode farther than he intended. And 
that no part o f the tOAvn might be de])ri\'ed o f haA'ing a peep 
at our respectable caradciide, the rascals separated us, as if 
by design, some taking one street, some another, Avhilst avc 
Averc under the necessity o f remaining perfectly unconscious 
AA-hithcr they meant to driA'e us. At length Dr. Gillan, Mr. 
iVIaxAvcll, and myself arrived at a large decent looking build- 
itig, Avith a quadrangular court, surrounded by galleric.s, not 
unlike some o f the inns in 3'higland, and Avhich indeed Ave 
concluded to be a house o f this description. The Doctor 
marched into a room Avithout ceremony and began to call 
lustily for the landlord, Avhen a gentleman shewed himself, 
whose a])pcaranee and manner excited some doubts in his 
mind Avhether he might not have committed a nustake ; and 
accordingly Avas beginning a suitable apology in French, but 
AA as immediately relieved from his embarrassment by the gen­
tleman taking his hand and interrupting him with— “  No 

apologies, my dear Sir, I jiray you ; every Englishman is 
Avelcomc to my house and to Avhat it can afford.” Mr. 

Little happened to be the very person to Avhom our letters 
AAcre addressed ; and avc aflerAvards found that the muleteers 
had severally been instructed by Mr. Runy, the British con­
sul in Santa Cruz, to what houses they should conduct us, 
which ciicumstancc explained to us the reason o f our separa­
tion on entering the toAvn.
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One o f the first objects o f our inquiries Avas the mode o f 
ascending the peak ; but we had the mortification to hear 
that the season was too far advanced, as the snow had begun 
to lie upon the summit. Mr. Little, however, very obligingly 
sent for several guides from the city that very evening, in 
order that avc n\ight obtain full information on the subject. 
They gave us but little encouragement; and some of them re­
presented the undertaking to be attended with such disagreeable 
and even dangerous circumstances, at tliis season o f the year, as 
compelled them positively to decline engaging m it. Deter­
mined, however, to make the attempt, we prevailed on tivo of 
them to accompany us, one o f whom was a regular descendant 
o f the original inhabitants of the island, called the Guanches 
He was a tall muscular figure, perfectly upright, active and 
vigorous, though more than sixty years o f age, o f a sallow 
complexion, with high cheek bones, nose rather flattened, ips 
somewhat thick, and long black hair. As a journey to the 
Peak is always considered to employ two full days, some pro­
vision must necessarily be made for passing the night on the 
mountain. A  tent was not to be had m all Oratava, but 
the master o f a brig then taking in wine furnished us with an 
old sail; and we mustered as many great coats boat cloaks 
and blankets, as appeared to be necessary. Mr. Little pro­
cured for us fresh mules, and provided a most abundant sup­
ply o f cold foAvls, hams, mutton, wine, and other good things
for our refreshment.

About 12 o’clock the following day we set off upon our 
expedition, to the great surprize o f the inhabitants who be­
stowed on us very liberally the epithet o f m ad E nglishm en.

G
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Our cavalcade consisted o f nineteen mules and ponies, an equal 
number o f drivers and two guides. Leaving the city o f Oratava 
on tlie left, we began to ascend the mountains by a stoncy path, 
winding along the upper edge o f a deep ra\ ine, Avhich was 
choaked nearly with a forest o f large chesnut trees. The moun­
tains on each side were well clothed rvith underwood, which in 
some [)arts had been cleared away for the sake o f iircAvood, 
and in others for the })iupose o f cultivation. The little cot­
tages, interspersed in the coppice, served materially to en­
liven the scene. I'he summit o f the first mountain 'was a 
plain o f so considerable an extent that it took us an hour to 
cross, through an uninterrupted thicket, composed o f tall and 
luxuriant evergreens, among which rvere a species o f laurel, 
two o f the Rhamnus or buck-thorn, a Cactus, Euphorbia, 
shrubby hypericum , two or three species o f convolvulus^ 
briony and other crec])ing plants; but the most common was' 
ri species o f heath and the vacciniu?n nigrum  or black 
Avhortleberry. This surface o f perpetual verdure has obtained, 
not undeservedly, the name of the G reen  mountain.

1 he next part o f the road was up a steep ascent o f a verv'* 
ditlerent aspect, chiefly composed o f scattered fragments o f 
lava, among which was little vegetation except the humble 
class o f cryptoganious plants. Here we saw a number o f wild 
goats, which we fired at without success. The shadow o f  the 
1 eak, which threw a dark and lengthened gloom along the 
rugged ridge o f hills stretching to the eastward, whilst the 
whole o f the opposite coast from Oratava nearly to Santa 
Cruz, with Its numerous villages, was strongly illumined by 
the rays o f the western sun, allordcd a landscape that was



singular]/ beautiful and interesting. We continued to ascend 
by a sort o f steps from rock to rock, and along the brink of 
frightful precipices, till 7 o’clock, Avhen we perceived the cloud 
that enveloped the bosom o f the peak rolling down the sides of 
the mountain with great velocity. 'I’he thermometer, at noon 
when we left Oratava, stood at 7 6 ° ;  and it was now down 
to 45°. The guides began to be alarmed, and said we should 
be overwhelmed by the storm that was brewing above, if we 
attempted to proceed much higher. We theicfore concluded 
to halt for the night under the lee oi a large rock, near 
which was growing a quantity o f the Cytisus foU osus, and of 
the Spartium nubigena, the cloud-born broom ; the formei' of 
which was no bad fuel, though green, and the latter served 
for our beds. The old sail was our general coverlid, but it 
soon became dripping wet, and Fahrenheit’s thermometer 
sunk to 40°. Just below us there happened to be a verdant 
valley, choaked with shrubby plants, to which the muleteers 
set fire ; and the crackling blaze in the midst o f the storm and 
darkness produced a sublime and solemn scene, which was 
heightened to a more romantic pitch by the guides and 
muleteers singing in full chorus the midnight hymn to the
Virgin.

T h e  fo llow in g '^  m o r n in g  b r o u g h t  w it h  i t  b u t  l i t t le  h o p e  o f  a  

f a v o u r a b le  c h a n g e  in  t h e  w e a t h e r .  T h e  g u id e s  s t il l  c o n ­

t i n u e d  t o  s h e w  a  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  p r o c e e d ; a n d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  

o f  o u r  c o m p a n y ,  c o l d ,  Avet, f a t i g u e d ,  a n d  h e a r t i ly  s i c k  o f  t h e  

e x p e d i t i o n ,  s e e m e d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u m v i l l in g n e s s  o f  t h e  

S p a n ia r d s .  F o u r  o f  u s ,  h o A v e v e r , d e t e r m i n e d  n o t  s o  r e a d i l y
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to give up the point; and liaving prevailed on one o f the 
guides and muleteers to accompany us, wc proceeded up the 
mountain. As we advanced in height, the wind and the rain 
became more violent. We reached a plain, o f  which we 
could p c c c v e  no limit, whose surface was strewed over with 
huge unshapen masses o f lava, whicl, had probably been 
hinled honuhe crater on the summit o f the peak. The mule- 
ccis, after having endeavoured in vain to induce us, first by 

pcisuasion and then by threats, to turn the heads o f  the 
mu es < o n  n the lull, thought fit to desert us. Tlie thermo 
meter was now tlown to 3 6 -  and the iiniles became as ol“ t t  
uate and refractory as their drivers, who had just left us If

t r s  ““ “ t ; mule were carried to the brink
ot a juecipice, where the beast luckily fell or both f
inevitably have nerished W « i- ’ ^.> peiislied. We now dismounted and tvimr
our mules together, endeavoured to walk along the b o l ^ S

valley that seemed to lead to the foot o f the g r l  Z e
»urfaee being entirely strewed ove, : r  , ice

a b m i d S  o? m a k r / Z r " “
Avas down to 30° The st P̂ ’^S’ ess. .rhethermomcter 
suchadeoiee o f v io i  ^
where we hod - T"" i ^ o  the spot
clothes and tu k e n 'I o n iJ
the course o f f  i iieshrnent, we remounted and in 

couise of hve hours, in the midst o f  the heaviest roin T 
ever experienced rearlwi n   ̂ n l̂eaviĉ st lam I 

1 ui, reached^ Oratava where not a drop o f

IffSTr



T E N E R 1F F E. 45
rain had fallen, in the evening one o f the English merchants 
entertained us with a ball, to console us in some degree for 
our recent disappointment.

The descent o f the mercury in the l)arometer indicated the 
lieight o f that part o f tlie mountain where we passed the night 
to be 6030 feet, and the valley o f pumice stone and ashes 
might perhaps be 2500 feet higher. 'I’he whole height o f tlie 
peak from the plain o f Oratava, according to the best ob­
servations, is from 13,000 to 14,000 feet. Though this ele­
vation in the latitude o f the peak is greater than what is re­
quired on continental situations, under the same pai’allel, to 
produce perpetual congelation, yet as it rises immediately 
from the plain and is closely surrounded by the sea, the 
snow remains on its summit only from November to A})iil in­
clusive. At the base o f the uppermost cone arc large caverns, 
into which, at the spring o f the year, the peasantry roll 
masses o f ice and snow ; and from hence the island is supplied 
with ice the whole summer.

We were not more successiul in gratifying curiosity on 
another point, which Avas one ol the objects ol our jomney, 
namely, that o f visiting some o f the caverns in Avhich the 
original inhabitants o f the island Avere accustomed to deposit 
their dead. Most o f the English gentlemen assured us that 
they had seen such bodies, but Ave Averc not fortunate enough 
to meet Avith any Avho could point out the exact situation ot 
the caA’erns ; and all our incpiiries o f the natiA'cs ended only 
in a string o f contradictions : not that they meant to deceive 
us, but the traveller Avho asks much o f simple and uninformed

N
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men will be apt to conclude with the same remark that Dr. 
Johnson made with regard to the Highlanders, “  that the 
“  inquirer, b j  a kind o f intellectual retrogxadation, knows 
“  less as he hears more.” It is better, hon-ever, to be amused 
with the absurdities o f simplicity than to be led astray by de­
signing ingenuity. Denon could never be deceived by the 
old sheik, who, as he was taking a view o f some massy ruins 
of Upper Egypt, asked him whether the English or the 
Irench had erected those gigantic monuments.? The sim­
plicity of a shepherd o f Salisbury plain, with vvliich I was 
once greatly amused on a visit to Stonehenge, was pretty 
much o f the same cast with that o f Denon s sheik. “  'Ehis is 
“  a very old building, friend,” said I. «  i\ye, Master, it is 
“  very old ; I have known it these twenty years, and it looks 
“  just the same for all the world as it did when first I came 
“  into this part o f the country.”

The bodies o f the Cnanches that are found in caverns are 
said not to have undergone any preparation, but merely to 
have been wrapped round with goat skins. I'he dryness o f the 
atmosphere on this island is such that, by a gradual and spon­
taneous evaporation o f the juices, animal substances arc reduced 
to a state o f complete rigidity and desiccation. This seems to 
have been the common mode o f interment. The number still 
remaining of this race o f men is very few, perhaps not more 
than a dô ên on the whole island. The imperfect and partial  ̂
accounts that have been handed down by their conquerors 
all agree that they were a bold, generous, faithful, and good- 
humoured peo])le ; that they acknowledged one supreme 
I’owcr, to whom they oftered on high mountains the most

I!. I
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valuable gift they had to bestow, the milk o f their sheep and 
o f their goats. They registered events by the changes o f the 
moon. They were entirely ignorant o f the use o f iron, and 
had no other hostile weapons to oppose to the arms o f their 
invaders than sticks and stones, which, however, they arc 
said to have hurled with great force and dexterity. They 
lived in stone houses, neatly built without the assistance o f lime, 
clay, or any other substitute for mortar. They had a systematic 
government and a gradation o f rank in society; established 
laws and a regular administration o f justice. The}" led a 
pastoral life, but were not wholly unacquainted with agricul­
ture. Their flocks were composed o f sheep and goats and 
they had also plenty o f hogs. Their clothing consisted o f 
the skins o f goats, sown together with the tendons of the same 
animal divided into threads. The women wore caps made o f 
these skins, ornamented Avith small univalve shells, and shoes 
o f the same material. Like the Kaflfers and the Hottentots 
they found great amusement in dancing in a ring on moon­
light nights, singing and, beating time by clapping their 
hands and stamping Avith their feet. Like these people, too, 
they kindled fire by tAA'irling the point o f a small stick upon 
another Avith great velocity. They had vessels o f clay to con­
tain their milk, in Avhich also they roasted their grain, pro­
bably the maize or Guinea corn, though in most o f the early 
A'oyages it is called barley. The roots o f the pol\q>ody, dried 
in the sun and bruised betAveen tAvo stones, Avere made use o f 
to thicken their m ilk; and they had plenty o f honey, SAveet 
potatoes and vetches. The stone pine on the brow o f the 
hills, and the chesnut in the deep glens, furnished them Avith 
nuts ; the Avild olive, the buck-thorn, the Avhortleberry shrub.
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and the arbutus, witli berries; whilst tlie native fig tree and 
prickly pear supplied them with cooling and agreeable fruits. 
So innocent and so unsuspecting o f wrong were those happy 
natives o f the Fortunate Islands, that they assisted their plun­
derers to land on their shores. And when the famous robber 
o f those days, (for he deserves no better appellation,) Jean de 
Betancour, a Frenchman, formed the project o f subduing the 
Canaries, for the charitable purpose o f converting the infidels 
to Christianity, they laboured at those very fortifications which 
were the means o f reducing them and their offspring to slavery 
and wretchedness, and finally effected their complete exter­
mination as a people. The descendants o f the few who mio-ht 
have blended with the invaders have lost all distinctive fea­
tures o f their origin; and it may be doubted if their mixture 
with another nation has tended to improve the race.

Ihe condition o f the great bulk o f the islanders appears to 
be pretty much the same as those o f the inhabitants o f  Ma- 
deha, which, notwithstanding the little encouragement held 
out by the proprietors o f  estates and cultivators o f the land, 
ought to be considerably better, were they less averse to 
labour. It is true, the mere necessaries o f life are neither so 
numerous nor so urgent as in regions o f a colder temperature, 
where clothing and fuel arc so indispensable as to be ranked 
among the articles o f the first necessity. Here, a jacket o f 
coarse woollen cloth and drawers o f canvas, with a handker­
chief bound round the head, or a coarse hat, constitute the 
usual dress o f the majority o f the peasantry. The ambition 
o f most o f the petty dealers and mechanics prompts them to 
add skirts to their coats, by which they are entitled to the
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honour o f wearing a SAvord. Tiie dress o f the lower class oi' 
women is pretty nearl}'- the same as that which is worn in 
Madeira. We saAV little o f those in the higher ranks, Avho in­
deed rarely stir abroad; and who at such times are generally 
veiled or, more correctly speaking, half-veiled, as they always 
take care to sIicav one o f their pretty black eyes and, accident­
ally as it were, sometimes the whole o f the countenance, es})e- 
cially if they perceive that they are observed by strangers. 
Their complexions by confinement become pale and sickly, 
but they have almost invariably fine dark eyes and good 
teeth. When full dressed for some particular occasion, they 
Avear long floAving veils o f thij:i Avhite silk, and Spanish cloaks 
o f scarlet cloth, richly embroidered and edged Avith gold lace. 
The undress consists o f a short jacket and petticoat, Avhen their 
long black hair bound Avith a fillet falls straight doAvn Ijeliind. 
The hooded cloaks o f the middle class are o f fine Enaiish flan- 
nel dyed black, a very considerable manufacture o f Avhich is 
carried on in the city o f Salisbury, and exported through Lisbon 
and Cadiz to the Portugueze and Spanish colonies. Num­
bers o f females are condemned to pass their days in nunneries, 
Avith Avhich every toAvn and village in the island abounds; and 
the younger sons o f the great land-holders arc usually brought 
up for the church, in order that the family name and estate 
may be transmitted to posterity through the eldest son.

n
?

The influence o f the clergy in Teneriffe is paramount. It 
extends to all the concerns o f domestic life, and its authority 
is backed and confirmed by the terrors o f the Holj’̂ Inquisi­
tion. The existence o f this tribunal must, Avherever its bane­
ful influence extends, be incompatible Avith a free and unre-

II
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served communication o f sentiments, even among the nearest 
Iricnds. Tlie life, indeed, Avliich a Spanish colonist leads is 
)iear]j as secluded as that o f a Turk. He seldom associates 
Avith his neighbours cxce])t at vespers, at matins, or at high 
jnass. The greater part o f the day is consumed in idleness at 
hojiie. He reads little beyond his bible, his missal, and per­
haps the mnacles ot our laidy o f C^ctndcluviG, the protectress 
o f the island, Avhose statue is placed in a chapel about ten 
miles to the soutlnvard o f Santa Cruz, said to be ornamented 
Avith a protusiou o f gold, silver, and precious stones. It is 
built over a cavern by the sea-sliore, in Avhich her Ladyship 
had placed herself to direct tire Spaniards into the harbour 
Avith a lighted candle in her hand. To the help o f  this pious 
fraud they Avere indebted for their success in converting the 
simple natives to Christianity.

We inquired for books, but could find nothing in the shape 
o f one for sale cither in Santa Cruz, Laguna, or the tAvo 
Oratavas. Al’e Avere told, indeed, that not a book Avas suf­
fered to be landed until it had been inspected by the proper 
officer o f the Impiisition. Yet Avith every precaution taken 
by these puie and holy men, and under all the rigours o f ec­
clesiastical jiuisdiction, the morals o f the people Avere found 
to be extremely corrupt, and instances o f unhalloAved connec­
tions bet ween the sexes so numerous, that it became neces-' 
sary to jiass a Iuav, obliging every young couple to marry 
Avho could be proved at any time to have been alone to­
gether a luAv Avhich, it Avas slircAvdly suspected, Avas a con­
trivance of the father confessors, Avith a view to ansAver their 
priAate accommodation. It is a common opinion among the
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inhabitants, that the ill effects arising from promiscuous love 
have become habitual to their constitution and heredihiry, 
so that few families cither arc or can be free iiom theii in­
fluence. There are equally few who arc not troubled with 
the itch ; the Icjjrosy is not uncommon, and scorbutic affec­
tions almost universal. These cutaneous diseases are attri- . 
bated by them to the copious use o f fish; Init the real cause 
may perhaps be more satisfactorily accounted for by suppos­
ing them, like the first, to be transmitted from iiilher to son, 
and their action on tlie system kept alive by indolent habits, 
by want o f exercise and, above, all, by a total disregard to 
cleanliness. Under the ideg, however, that the frequent and 
abundant use o f fish may contribute to the continuance ot 
these disorders, the good Bishop o f the Canaries was induced 
to grant a dispensation with the strict observance o f Lent 
and other fast days, so far at least as to commute the 
usual restrictions aiul privations lor a certain numbci oi 
Vliter nosters and Jve Marks, to be repeated publicly in the 
middle o f the great square, by all such as were desirous ot 
a v a i l i n g  themselves oi this indulgence. 1 his woi thy pi elate, 
Avhose revenues are not much less than 10,000/. a year, and 
who usually resides at .Palmas on Grand Canaria, is said to 
distribute a great part o f them in acts o f charity ; tor enabling 
him to do which, he is frequently under the necessity o f ap­
plying to his domestics for temporary supplies o f money till 
Ills rents become due.

The maintenance o f a numerous body o f ecclesiastics be­
comes a licavy charge on the colonists. In addition to the 
ordinary alms, individual donations, legacies, and extraordi-

II 2
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nary contributions, tlicy arc entitled to the tenth o f  the pro­
duce o f  the land, out o f which, however, the Crown demands 
the royal thirds that were granted by the Pope. All exports 
and imports are also taxed for the benefit o f  the Crown * 
..n,l the luxuries o f snuff and tobacco are royal monopolies 
proinlut« , on very heavy penalties, from ben,^ imported 
In mdividuals or cultivated on the island. A  little Aveed that 
grows on the rocks, the Lichen liocheUa, usually called Or- 
H.ella, used as a purple dye for silks, is also a royal mono- 
p oy . As an extraordinary indulgence on the jiart o f  the 

rown, the small (piantity o f  silk produced in Teneriffe is al- 
loAved to be manufactured into gloves and stockings; and the 
growth o f the sugar-cane is not absolutely prohibited, because 
he cultivation of tins article is not attended with any profit 

to the planter; but the culture and the manufacture i f  all 
such ai tides, as the mother-country or her more favoured co­
lonies can supply, arc directly prohibited on this island Yet 
with all these restrictions, the whole amount o f the taxes 
Jin])osls and A'exatious monopolies on the Seven Islands is

p m to  f  ‘ l«l"Ctcd, to tl,e annual
I rof, s o a London btewer. And, with so many discoura»inv

shouhl have no great abundance o f  su,plus produce to dispose

"  T T '  »■> ll‘e island coList
tn few hors«, nudes, asses, an<l Imrned cattle, besitles 
si.eep, goats, hogs, and rabbits ; and wc found all kinds o f  
poultry dear and thfoeult to procure. The market is e,,ually 

supplied with fruit and vegetables. 'I'heir bread is very 
mdifferent. bneh are the pernicious effects o f  a had govern­
ment on one o f the finest islands probably on the surface o f
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an island which, if inhabited by an industrious 
and intelligent race o f men, and governed by just and salutary 
laws, would not only aftord, the means ot subsistence foi 
eiohtcen or twenty thousand families, rvhich may be some- 
where about its present population, but might be made to 
produce an abundant supply of valuable commodities foi the 
markets o f Europe ; such as, for instance, in addition to its 
wines, silk, cotton, olive oil, and dried fruits. All the hilly 
countly is said to be well adapted for the growth ot almonds, 
and the deep ravines for that of chcsnuls. Its fisheries on the 
opposite coast o f Africa might be earned on to almost any 
extent, and a very considerable source of trade created by the 
article'of salted fish alone. But although on commercial con­
siderations the Canary Islands are capable o f mudv im­
provement, and the condition o f their inhabitants ot being 
greatly meliorated and the population extended ; and al- 
thougii they are situated in the direct track o f all the outward- 
bound fleets for India and the Southern M halc hishci), they 
do not appear o f much importance to any power either in a 
naval or political point o f view. 'I'heir situation is too near 
the coasts o f Europe to break the length o f an Indian voyage 
with any advantage; and there is neither a secure bay nor 
any harbour for large ships in the whole groupe. 'Ihc soil, 
however, on most o f them is good, and extremely well suited 
for the cultivation o f the vine, and o f various kinds o f grain 
and pulse ; and the climate is delightful beyond tliat perhaps 
o f any other country on the surface o f the globe. During 
our stay on the island, wliich was certainly but short, the 
thermometer o f Fahrenheit never descended below 70“, nor



were told that on the hottest days it seldom exceeds 80“, and 
as seldom on the coldest falls below 6’G°, making thus the 
extremes of heat and cold to difier only 14 degrees in twelve 
months ; whereas on our island we have sometimes near trvice 
the r airation in the course of t welve hours. The temperature, 
it is true, in the town of Santa C ruz, which is surrounded by 
bare volcanic rocks, is sometimes as high as 88“, owing en­
tirely to its confined situation and the reflected rays o f the 
sun. The moderate and steady temperature o f  the ishmd in 
general, added to a dry and elastic atmosphere, might 'be 
expected to produce the most happy effects on the constitu­
tion, which no doubt would be the case were they not coun­
teracted by the peculiar habits o f the people. We observed, 
indeed, among the peasantry, several persons o f an advanced 
<ige. The mortality was stated to be something less than 
three in the hundred j and as infectious diseases attended 
Avith great mortality are scarcely known on the Canary 
islands, the population of course would rapidly increase, were 
it not kept down by a regular drain to the Spanish colon’ies in 
South America. 'J'he number o f inhabitants on Teneriffe ivas 
considered to be about one hundred thousand. An instance o f 
longevity was mentioned to us, which appeared to be the 
moie astonishing on account o f the intemperate life which the 
individual was accustomed to lead. James Meny, a native 
of Ireland, and British Consul for many years on 'reneriffe, 
was suited to have lately left the island, in his 112th year, 
111 a kind of pet, because he could no longer get a little oood 
lirandy for his oivii use. Jake Falstaff complaining that diey 
put lime mto I,is sack, he swore “  there was nothing but roguery 

to be loimd n, villainous inaii,” This veteran son o f Jiaechus
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is said to have generally finished a bottle o f his tavomite 
li(inor every evening before he ^vent to bed.

Little as the ancients might have known o f the real state and 
situation o f the Canary Islands, they had no doubt sufticient 
infi)rination o f their happy temperature before they bestowed 
on them the name o f the F o riu n a le  Islands. Conceiving them 
to be what they Avere represented, it is the less surpiizing that 
the Homan General Sertovius should have expressed a stiong 
desire to pass the remainder o f his days m such a. retreat, 
removed from the h.orrors and calamities o f Avar, and placed 
beyond the tyrant’s grasp. “  Rain,” says Plutarch, “  seldom 
“  falls on the F o rtm m le  Islan d s, and when it does it falls 
“  moderately ; but they have soft breezes scattering such rich 
«  dcAvs, that the soil not only becomes fit for sowing and 
“  planting, but spontanepusly produces the most excellent 
»  fruits in such abundance, that the inhabitants have only to 
“  indulge themselves in the full enjoyment o f ease. T h e  air 
“  is always pleasant and salubrious, through the happy tem- 
“  perature and their insensible transition into each othei. 
And he concludes his account o f them by observing, that 
“  these are generally believed to be the Elysian Fields and 
“  the seats o f the blessed, which Homer has described in all
“  the charms o f verse.”

' 'fliis description o f Homer, to Avluch Plutarch alludes, 
however beautiful in. the original, has jirobably not sutlered 
much by translation, in the hands o f our English bard.



“  But oh, belov’d by heav’n ! reserv’d to thee 
“  A  happier lot the smiling fates decree:
“  Free from that law, beneath whose mortal sway 
«  Matter is chang’d and varying forms decay ;
«  Elysium shall be thine; the blissful plains 
«  O f utmost earth, where Radamanthus reigns.
»  Joys ever young, unmix’d with pain or fear,
«  Fill the wide circle o f  th’  eternal year;
«  Stern winter smiles on that auspicious clime ;
“  The fields are florid with unfading prim e;

From the bleak pole no winds inclement blow,
«■ M ould the round hail or flake the fleecy sn ow ;
“  But from the breezy deep the blest inhale 
“  The fragrant murmurs o f  the western gale.”
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CHAP .  III.

T H E  I S L A N D  OF ST .  J A G O .

Critical Situation in an open Boat— The dying Dolphin The Shark, the 
Bonetta, and the Albecor— Tbe Swordfish, Instances o f  the Velocity and 
Strength of— The Flying Fish, Observation o f  a Missionary concerning it—  
Experiment o f  the Cork being forced  into a Bottle sunk in the Sea Reflec­
tions on the Ship o f  Captain Cooke being transformed into a Smuggler— The 
Attention shewn by Siueen EUxabeth to Drake's Ship Town and Bay o f  
Praya— Appearance o f  the Inhabitants— O f the Surface o f  the Island 
Neglect o f  the M other Country— Produce o f  St. Jago— Situation o f  the 

Governor, and Condition o f  the Inhabitants.

T he storm wliicli we encountered on the Peak o f Peneriffe 
had extended with nearly the same degree o f violence to 
Santa Cruz. Several o f the small vessels lying in the bay 
were driven on shore, others blown out to sea, and the Ilin- 
dostan, after breaking one anchor and losing another, had a 
narrow escape from being dashed in pieces among tlie rocks, 
d’his ship, on our return to Santa Cruz, rvas already under 
easy sail nearly out o f the bay, waiting for her passengers : 
and as the weather was almost calm, avc lured a  lishing boat 
to take us on board. Those o f our company which belonged 
to the Lion man of war embarked on board that vessel,  ̂ still 
remaining at anchor in the bay. 'J’he commander o f the 
Hindostan, having concluded that the whole party would for

1
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that njght at least remain in the Lion, continued the ship 
under sail. Our Spaniards tugged away pretty lustily at the 
oars for about two hours; but, perceiving we were already 
out m the open sea, without appearing to advance in the least 
upon the ship, they at length began to talk o f returning. By 
way o f encouragement, some o f us took a spell at the oar 
while others chinked the dollars; and in this manner we kept 
jogging on for about an hour longer, when one o f them, looking 
stwlfastly at the moon, declared it was going to blow a hui- 
iicane, and that they must immediately make the best o f 
their way to the shore. Nothing could be more embarrassino- 
than our present situation. The Lion was now also under 
way, and fully as distant from us as the Ilindostan. The 
portentous appearance o f the moon seemed completely to 
have dissolved the charm which the music o f  the dollars for a 
mie pioducec It was now near midnight; the sky became 

muikj, and the sea much agitated. Under such circuni- 
^ances, we were just on the point o f  concluding with the 
Spaniards that it would not be very adviseable to encounter a 
storm m an open boat, m the middle o f the night, at the dis­
tance o f ten or twelve miles from the nearest shore, when the 
on y ling lappcncd that could possibly have relieved us from 
the awkward dilemma in which we were placed :~ a  dead 
- h n  ensued Still we were at a considerable distance flSn 
'he ship; but shaking the dollars had now its proper eflect

o," b o a l r " “ ” " '

sKirrftL'tfff 1"“nc extend sometimes to the ,28th parallel o f lati-

iU i



ST.  J A G  O. 59
tilde, the smoothness o f the sea places the passenger so much 
at his ease, t.liat he now finds himself compelled to seek for 
some kind o f employment to pass away the time. Among 
the few active pursuits o f which the situation admits, that o f 
fishing naturally presents itself. The motion communicated 
to the water by so huge a body as a ship never fails to bring 
around it a areat number and variety o f the inhabitants o f the 
deep, who accompany it night and day with unwearied per­
severance, sometimes far beyond their accustomed climate. 
The most beautiful iish that swims the ocean is the dolphin, 
(the Con/phœria hippurux,) o f which we caught several in this 
part o f the voyage, both with the liookand with the fork ; 
not so much for the sake o f leasting the appetite, for they are 
but indifferent food, as o f indulging the eye in the cruel de­
light o f observing the exquisitely beautiful but evanescent 
tints o f colour that pass in succession over the surface o f their 
bodies, in the agonies o f d\dng. I he golden hue o f its back, 
when first drawn out o f the water, which obtained it the 
name of D orado, changing into all the colours o f the rainbow, 
infinitely combined and varied, and seen differently from dif­
ferent points o f view, may be reckoned among the first o f those 
brilliant but fleeting appearances with which the economy of 
nature sometimes gratifies the eye, but which no pen can ac­
curately describe, nor pencil delineate. The ravenous shark, 
the tyger o f the ocean, is, like this licast o f prey, generally 
observed prowling alone. He seldom refuses the bait, and is 
not therefore diflicult to be taken ; but as the stench flom his 
body is so intoleralile, his carcase is rarely hoisted upon deck. 
But the most common ot the vmracious fish, that in shoals 
accompany ships through this part of the ocean, aie two

I  2
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species o f mackerel (the Scomber pdam is, known to sailors 
by the Portugncze name o f B on etta , and the Thynnus or 
tunny, usually called A lbecor). These are both considered 
as esculent, but they have a strong and disagreeable flavour, 
aie very dry and black, and dangerous effects are sometimes 
said to have been produced from eating too freely o f them. 
The tunny caught in the Mediterranean Avas commonly used 
at the feasts o f  the Romans ; yet they entertained an idea 
that, under certain circumstances, it was poisonous. The 
velocity W ith  winch the bonetta and albecor dart across the 
bows o f a ship, when sailing at the rate o f  eight or nine miles 
an hour, is almost incredible; it is so rapid that the eye is
no more able to follow them than it can trace a flash o f 
lightning.

'I ’h e  a s t o n is h in g  v e l o c i t y ,  w h i c h  f is h e s  a r c 'c a p a b l e  o f  e x e r t ­

in g  m  s o  d e n s e  a  m e d i u m  a s  w a t e r ,  s e e m s  t o  b e  o w in o -  r a t h e r  

t o  t h e ir  m u s c u la r  p o w e r  t h a n  t o  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  th e y '’  d e r iv e  

l o m  t h e ir  f in s , b e y o n d  t h a t  o f  d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  c o u r s e .  A  s tro n o - 

m s l i i i i c e  o C t i i is  f a i t  m a y  b e  r e m a r k e d  in  t l i e  a m a z i n g  h e ig h t  t o  

»  n e  . a  s a lm o n  m l ]  l e a p  t h r o n g l i  ( h e  m id s t  o f  a  w a t c r - f a l i ,  a n d  

'V n c  I h e  a e c o m j t h s h e s  m o r e  b y  a n  e f tb r t  o f  m u s c u la r  s t r e n g t h  

'li< m  b y  t h c  a e t r o n  o f  h is  p e e t o r a l  f in s , t h e  .s p r e a d in g  o f  

n J n c h  m d e e d  ,v < ,n ld  t e n d  t o  r e t a r d  r a t h e r  t h a n  a e c e l e r a t e  h is  

p 'e g r e s s .  ] , n t  t h e r e  a r e  in s t a n c e s ,  s t i l l  m o r e  extraordinary

n r c l i  o t - T  r ’ ' ' ' ' " ' ’ ’  “ * " > " “ ' ' '" 1 5  p o w e r  w h i c h  t h e

in d e e d  t  f o ' '  1 s o  v e r y  e x t r a o r d i n a r y
d  , t h a  „ e r e  t h e y  n o t  a n t h e n t i c a t e d  in  s u c h  a  „ t a n n e d

. , ' ^ l  '- p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  a  d o u b t ,  t h e y  w o u l d  c e r -
.00 3 b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  t h e  in v e n t i o n s  o f  v o y a g e r s .  S h ip . , '
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sides o f thick oak plank have been completely perforated by 
the snout o f the sword-fish, not o f the common -species the 
X iphias gladhcs, o f which we struck one at the entrance of 
Porta Praya bay, but another or at least a variety, of greater 
dimensions, being sometimes from twenty to thirty feet in 
length, and distinguished by a large spotted back fin, and by 
the rounded extremity o f the snout or boney process. Van 
Schouten o f H o m e , in his very entertaining voyage round the 
world, about the beginiiing o f the seventeenth century, states 
that “  a great fish or a sea monster, having a horn like a 
“  common elephanPs tooth, not hollow but full, stiuck the 
“  ship with such great strength that it entered into three 
“  planks o f the ship, two o f green and one o f oaken wood, 
“  and into a rib, where it turned upward to their great good 
»  fortune.” In the year 1801, a Danish ship came into the 
Cape o f Good Hope, in conseci’aence o f springing a leak off 
the Brazil coast. On examination it was found that she had 
been struck by a sword-fish, the snout of which had pene­
trated the bottom, where it still remained, having snapt dose 
to the plank on the exterior side o f the vessel. In the same 
year a small English ship came into Table bay, having re­
ceived in the Southern Atlantic a stroke from a sword-fish, 
whidi buried part o f the boney snout so deep in the stern- 
post as to impede the action o f tlic rudder. These two facts 
consist with ni}'- own knowledge, which, together -ttith the 
piece o f plank from the bottom of an East Indiaman, now m 
the British Museum, transfixed by the sword o f this fish, may 
satisfy the doubts o f the most sceptical on a subject which 
was known to the ancients perhaps more than two thousand

I
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years ago, as it is mentioned by Pliny to be a fact indisput­
ably established long before his time.

For M-ise and good purposes, and no doubt with a beneficial 
desigai, though not comprehended and on that account too 
often arraigned by weak presumptuous man, the same system 
o f mutual destruction prevails among the animals o f the deep 
as among those o f the land. The dorado, the bonet.ta, and 
the albecor, are prey for the all-devouring shark; and these, 
in their turn, arc the determined enemies o f the flyino- fish • 
and though nature has bountifully supplied the latter with a 
pair of wmg-hke fins, which, by enabling it to spring into the 
air, sometimes assist its escape from its hungry pursuers 
yet there are so many enemies among the feathered race 
ready to souse upon it in its new element, as the phaeton 
the pelican, the procellaria, diomedea, and a number o f 
others, that in taking tliis tlight it may justly be said

“ Incklit in Syllam cupiens vltare Cliarybdim.”

Tlie flying fish seems not to be endued with the discretion­
ary power o f altering the direction o f its flight from that o f a 
straight line, nor o f continuing many seconds o f  time out o f 
the water. Sometimes a whole shoal will fly against a ship 
and many of them drop upon the deck ; which led a pious 
missionary to observe, that Providence had created flvino- fish 
for the support o f those o f the holy brotherhood who n.ioht 
have occasion to cross the ocean during Lent °
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The fine weather and smooth water in tliis part o f tlie vo}'age 
gave us an opportunity o f ascertaining a fact, which, though 
well known to philosophers and to most seamen and satis­
factorily explained on natural principles, is not by any means 
in general belief. 1 allude to the experiment o f sinking, to a 
certain depth, an empty bottle corked as tightly as possible; 
when the cork, on drawing up the bottle, will invariably be 
found to have been forced into the inside. A\ e let down, to 
the depth o f forty fathoms or 240 feet, a large earthen bottle 
firmly stopped Avith a tapering cork, so that the diametei of 
that part o f it out o f the bottle greatly exceeded the widest 
part o f the neck ; round this was laid a coating of melted 
pitch, and the whole covered Avith caiwas. On duiA\ing up 
the bottle the cork Avas in the inside. In tropical climates 
the diminution o f temperature, at so considerable a depth be- 
loAv the surface, condensing the inclosed air, takes oft all 
reaction against the Aveight of the superincumbent column of 
Avatcr pressing on the cork, and thus aids the expeiimcnt, 
but in high latitudes, Avhere the air Avheu corked up is pro­
bably at the freezing temperature, Avhilst that beloAv the sur­
face o f the sea is warmer by eight, ten, or tAvclve degrees, the 
increased elasticity, acting against the cork within, must re­
quire the bottle to be sunk to a greater depth than 111 the 
former case, before the experiment can succeed.

W e Avere folloAved into Praya bay on the island o f St. Jago 
by four ships Avhich had sailed from Dunkirk undei French 
colours, and an American from Nantucket, all bound for the 
Southern ^Vhalc Fishery on the coasts o f Lima and l^eru;
having also cargoes o f clothing and other articles on boaid.
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for carrying on a contraband trade with the natives o f tliis 
part o f South America, Avhom the mother country is not only 
either unable or unwilling to su])ply but, like the dog in the 
manger, endeavours to prevent all other nations from doin» 
it. The Dunkirk ships were chiefly manned with English 
seamen, and Averc strongly suspected to be fitted out on 
English capitals. One o f them was the old R esolution  o f  
Captai)! Cooke, noAv ti'ansformed to a smuggling Avhaler under 
the liench name o f L a  .L ib erie ; and, whatwasstillwor.se, 
bearing the Trench republican flag. I am not ashamed to 
confess that my feelings Avere considerably hurt in witnessing 
this degradation o f an object so intimately connected with 
that great man. Such a feeling, though excited by an inani­
mate object, is not, I trust, either uncommon or unnatural.

I h e r e  is n o t ,  s a y s  P o p e ,  A vhen d e s c r i b i n g  h is  s e n s a t i o n s  o n  

r e v is i t in g  t h e  p l a c e  o f  h is  b i r t h ,  “  a n  o l d  p o s t  b y  t h e  r o a d ­

s id e  A vh ich  d o e s  n o t  U A vaken t h e  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s o m e  p l e a s ­

in g  s c e n e  in  m y  c h i l d i s h  d a y s  ; a n d  it  g i v e s  m e  p a i n  t o  s e e  

e v e n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  o l d  r e m e m b r a n c e r s  d e s t r o y e d . ”  T cav I 
I x 'l i e v e ,  Avill e n v y  t h a t  m a n ’ s f e e l in g s ,  Avho c a n  s e e  A v ith o u t 

e m o t i o n  t h e  h o u s e  in  A vh ich  h e  Avas b o r n ,  a n d  in  A vh ich  h e  

s p e n t  J u s  h a p p i e s t  y e a r s ,  c i t h e r  A v h o lly  d e m o l i s h e d  o r  d e g r a d e d  

t o  s o m e  u n w o r t l iy  p u r p o s e .  T h e  Resolution  w a s  t h e  h o u s e  o f  

o u r  im m o r t a l  C o o k e  a n d ,  o u t  o f  r e s p e c t  t o  h is  m e m o r y ,  I 
A vou ld  h a v e  la id  h e r  u p  in  a  d o c k ,  t ill  s h e  h a d  A v asted  aAAmy 

p la n k  b y  p la n k .  J t  Avas th u s  t h a t  Q u e e n  E l i ? :a b c t h  sh cA v e d  

h e i  v e n e r a t io n  f o r  t h e  o b j e c t  t h a t  c a r r ie d  h e r  f a v o u r i t e  D r a k e  

r o u n d  t h c A v o r ld .  H is  s h i j )  Avas p r e s e r v e d  Avith g r e a t  c a r e ,  f o r  

m a n y  y e a r s ,  in  t h e  d o c k - y a r d  o f  D e p t f o r d  ; a n d  w h e n  t im e  

h a d  g i a d u a l l y  r e d u c e d  h e r  t o  s u c h  a  s t a t e  o f  d e c a y  t h a t  s h e
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could no longer be held together, a chair was constructed 
from some o f the soundest parts and presented to the Univer­
sity o f Oxford, as a relic that was still worthy o f further pre­
servation.

There is nothing inviting in the aspect o f the island o f St. 
Jago, Avhen seen from Praya bay, as will readily be percei\ ed 
from the annexed view ; and it requires only to set foot on 
shore to be convinced that poverty, and sickness, and pining 
want, are the constant companions o f th(i greater part ot its 
wretched inhabitants. On an elevated plain at the head o f 
the bay, which is accessible only by a winding path made 
among tire rocks near the left angle, is situated the torvn, as 
it is unworthily called, o f Praya. It consists o f two rows o f 
mean straggling cottages, one on each side ot the plain, in­
terspersed with still meaner hovels. On that end o f the plain 
which overlooks the bay is plac'cd the church, without a spire, 
or tower, or any kind o f steeple or mark to indicate the use 
for which it is designed, or to distinguish it from the other 
buildings in the town, except a large wooden cross erected 
upon the roof. Here also is a kind o f fort in ruins, with a 
few old guns so conoded as scarcely to be trusted tor firing a 
salute with safety, some mounted on old crazy carriages, and 
others lying on the ground. The jail is behind the chuich, 
and by much the better building. The governnsent house is 
a wooden hut, situated on the edge o f the plain to the right, 
and overlooking a valley planted clhcfly with cocoa nut trees. 
There was a sort o f tavern kept by a military oilicer o f colour. 
The only Europeans we sarv were the Governor, his secretary,

K
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tlie commanding officer o f the troops, a raw-boned Scotch 
Serjeant, six feet high, who had served in the American army, 
and his wife, a slender diminutive Irish woman. All these 
wore an aspect so sickly and so wan, so full o f misery and 
%voe, that, with all the rank and importance which they 
held on the island, we could not help considering them as the 
most deplorable objects o f compassion ; as creatures that, as 
the poet observes,

“  Meagre and lank with fasting grown,
“  And nothing left but skin and bone,
“  They just keep life and soul together.”

The clergy were people o f colour, and some o f them per­
fectly black. The officers o f justice, o f the customs, and 
other dc])artments in the civil and military services, the troops, 
the peasantry, and the traders, were all blacks, or at least so 
very dark that they would scarcely be supposed to have any 
mixture o f European blood in their veins. Yet most o f them 
aspire to the honour o f Portuguezc extraction, and arc proud 
ol tracing their origin to a race o f  heroes who, disdaining the 
restraint o f laws at home, contrived to get themselves trans­
ported abroad, where their free and ungovernable spirits 
could exert themselves without controul. The Cape de Verd 
islands were to Portugal what Botany Bay is to England, an 
asylum for convicted criminals.

A\hether this cluster o f eighteen or twenty islands, o f which 
St. Jago is the principal, be the Gorgades, the Gorgones, or 
the Ilesperides, o f the ancients, or none o f them (which is
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perhaps the most probable), is a point whieh I most willingly 
resign for the learned to settle. It is very certain, hoAvever, 
that they produeed no golden apples until the trees had been 
transplanted thither by the Portugueze, unless, indeed, the 
mala a w ea  o f the ancients were quinces iirstead o f oranges, 
as some philosophers, and among others Linnæus, have en­
deavoured to prove ; in which case they may have been the 
gardens o f the Hesperides, as the quince, I imagine, is here 
a plant o f native growth. They are supposed, by some 
writers, to have been totally uninhabited when they were first 
discovered ; though others maintain that a race o f negroes, 
similar to those on the continent, was thinly scattered over 
one or two o f the largest. The names o f Ilhas Verdas the 
Green Islands, and Cabo Verde the Green Cape, which is, op­
posite to them, w’ere not assigned on account of any peculiar 
verdure o f 1 ixuriant vegetation that enlivened their surface, 
but Ijecause the sea, near the coast o f the latter, after a series 
o f calm weather, was generally covered over with a vegetable 
substance like the Confervee which float on stagnant pools o f 
fresh water. Every part o f St. Jago, which we had an op­
portunity o f visiting, wore so parched and sterile an appear­
ance, that Churchill might have observed o f this place with 
more truth than o f Scotland,

»

«  Earth clad in russet scorns the lively green.”

In fact, a drought o f three years continuance, and consequent 
famine for almost the same period, had nearly desolated the 
island. While we remained here, daily accounts were received
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by government o f  persons on this and all the other islands 
perishing for want o f the common necessaries o f  life. On ex­
pressing my surprize to the secretary, that the mother country, 
so far from employing precautions, had taken no steps to pro­
cure succours, against a calamity so dreadful and o f  such 
long continuance, he observed that the Court o f Lisbon con­
sidered these poor islands, and the few black subjects scat­
tered over them, o f too little importance to demand any part 
o f its care or attention ; that they produced very little 
revenue to the Crown, which arose chiefly from a monopoly 
of the slave trade on the coast, and from, the sale o f  an ex­
clusive privilege for supplying the Brazils with salt.

Deplorable as the state o f the island. certainly was, I  sus­
pect, however, that the inhabitants were not without design 
in representing it in the worst point o f view. They endeavour 
to excite your pity, as the surest way to obtain your charity ; 
for they are all beggars from the highest to the lowest. To 
the (iovernor, the commandant o f the forces, and the priests, 
a pair o f black silk stockings is an acceptable present ; and 
all kinds o f old clothing, as jackets, breeches, pantaloons, 
shirts, trowsers, drawers, hats, and in short every article o f  
cotton and linen, they strive to procure with infinitely more 
avidity than money, which indeed is o f little use where little 
or nothing is to be purchased with it. Bread, biscuit, or 
flour, were also anxiously sought after. One o f the whalers, 
in the island of Buonavista, had exchanged one sack o f wheat 
against fifteen o f salt. Yet, notwithstanding the famine, there 
did not appear to be any deficiency o f a considerable variety

7
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o f  delicious fruits. The finest oranges I ever tasted n eie 
those o f St. Jago ; citrons equally good ; guavas, figs, bananas, 
cocoa nuts, and annonas or custard apples, all very fine and 
sufficiently abundant. We procured also some culinary roots 
and vegetables, but not in great plenty ; and they consisted 
chiefly o f sweet potatoes, pumpkins, and wa ter melons. The 
trees and shrubs in the vallics seemed to have suffered little 
from the long drought. The stem of an A d a m o n ia  or monkey 
bread-fruit tree measured fifty-six feet in circumterence and, 
with the branches, eighty feet in height. The tamarind trees 
Avere large and spreading. The cocoa nut and papaya trees 
Averc loaded Avith fruit; and the indigo and cotton shrubs, 
though o f spontaneous growth, were larger and more luxuriant 
than I remember to have seen them elsewhere except in Rio 
de Janeiro. The asclepias gigantea Avas a common shnffi 
that flourished with vigour ; and another species produced, in 
its large cylindrical pods, a beautiful silky down used for 
stuffing mattresses and pilloAVS. Rut Ave observed no kind of 
grain.”  Rice and Guinea corn used to be the common food 
o f the people, but the surface o f the ground Avas sard to have 
long been impenetrable by the spade. In a temperature, in­
deed, in Avlrich the thermometer o f Tahrenheit rarely descends 
beloAV 80°, and frequently rises beyond 90°, it will readily be 
conceived that such must necessarily be the case, AVithout fre­
quent and copious shoAvers o f rain. I ’he mercury stood 
generally at 84°, and once rose to 88°, duvuig our stay.

In more favourable seasons, this island alone has been able 
to furnish refreshments for very considerable fleets of ship-
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ping. The mountains al)oiinded Avith small bullocks and 
goats; the peasantry brought down poultry and Guinea 
fowls, pigeons and turtle doves without number; and the 
gardens near the hamlet aiforded an overfloAv o f fruits and 
vegetables. ‘ A  species o f mullet is the only tolerable fish that 
is usually caught in the bay ; but a vast quantity o f land crabs 
arc found in the vallies, which are an excellent article o f 
food. The fresh Avater is thick and full o f animalcules; and 
tlierc is but one well at the foot o f the elevated plain, on 
which the town is situated, furnishing barely a supply o f this 
iiidispensable article for the use o f the inhabitants.

riie GoA'crnor General of all the islands formerly resided at 
the town of St. Jago, Avhich is about six miles from Port 
Praya, Avhere he came oc;casionally Avhenever a fleet resorted 
to the bay for refreshments, out o f the purchase money o f  
Avliich he resei’Â ed to himself a certain pi'oportion. Each o f 
tne other islands has its black governor, Avho is solely de­
pendent on the Governor General. The poAver and situation 
of the latter are little to be envied. Disease and want sur­
round his habitation, and misery is for ever before his eyes; 
and he must either submit to pass the remainder o f  his days 
m a destructive climate, debarred from all society, and sup­
porting a kind o f penurious pomp by mean and unbecomin«- 
practices, or return to his own country as poor as Avhen he 
left It. A  traveller, among the vast variety o f objects that 
pass m succession before his eyes, must not expect to find 
them all o f an agreeable nature. Human life, in every so­
ciety, js made up o f a mixture o f  good and evil, and the
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latter will probably in most societies be found to predominate: 
but here evil seems to reign alone. In short, the whole place 
is so miserable that I shall forbear any further description, 
and hasten to another region to which nature, in the distribu­
tion o f her favours, has been more liberal than to the Cape 
de Verde Islands.
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Singular Entrance into, and Description of, the magnificent H arbour o f  R io dc 
Janeiro— T he City o f  St. Sebastian— The Aqueduct— T he public Gardens—  
Streets and Shops o f  St, Sebastian— Jealous Conduct o f  the Portugueze—  
Climate and troublesome Insects— Indolence and improper Conduct o f  the P riest­
hood -S ingu lar Custom o f  the Ladies o f  R io— O f those o f  the Convent o f  

Santa Clara O f the Ladies o f  Liverpool— D ress and Character— R eli­

gious Ceremonies and Processions— N eglected State o f  the Country in the 
Neighbourhood o f the Capital.

T h e  island o f  St. Jago, in the miserable state in which we 
found it in the j^car 1 / 92, affording little else than a few fruits 
and a scanty supply o f muddy watei', held out no induce­
ment for the prolonging o f our stay beyond the tiinc that was 
absolutely necessary to prepare for the continuance o f  the 
voyage. Accordingly v/e weighed anchor on the 7 th o f Oc­
tober and, stretching to the south-westward with a brisk 
trade wind, just skirted the southern limit o f the M a r  do Sar­

gasso (or sea o f sea-wceds) of the Portugueze, sometimes 
called the Grasse/ Sea. We now saw only a few scattered 
plants ; but on the return voyage, by keeping farther to the 
westward, the surface o f the sea for several days was literally 
covered with them. The extent o f this surface varies accord-
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hig 10 the strength and direction o f the prer'ailing winds and 
currents; but what may properly be called the G rass sea is 
comprehended between the 18th and 32d parallels oi noithein 
latitude, and betryeen tlic 25th and 40th meridians ot west­
ern longitude. The common opinion that the mju'iads of 
plants iioating on this expanse are torn i'rom the shores o f tl'.e 
gulf o f Mexico, and wafted l>y the sti-cam which incessantly 
flows out o f it to the northward, would seem to be one o f 
those vulgar errors that has obtained general currency by 
gratuitous assent. If this species of ia c a s  be a native of the 
gulf, which 1 am not competent to decide, it would be found 
rather on the banks o f Newfoundland and the coast of North 
America, towards wdiich the stream flows, than on tlic sea of 
Sai'gasso, a situation to which it could not have been brought 
either by wind or current. In fact, the plant has neitiici 
roots nor iibiils o f any kind to indicate that it ever was at­
tached to rocks or shores, but its central stem buried in the 
midst o f its leafy branches makes it suificienUy evident that 
it vegetates while iioating on the surface of the fathomless 
deep. Some o f the plants arc many feet in diameter, others 
oidy a few inches ; all appear in a growing state ; the globose 
berries are in some plants green, in others red. If taken oaf 
o f the water the plant becomes flaccid, aiid in the course of 
tw^enty-four hours turns brown or black.

In returning'home, the curious passenger camiot fail to 
derive great amusement in examining the bushes ot' fu cu s , 
when crossing the sea ot Saigasso. Ihe natuialist in every plant 
will find a great variety o f marine insects and worms, some 
naked, and others with testaceous coverings. A minute crab,

I,
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very beautifully spotted, seems to be the ruler and the 
scourge o f these little floating worlds, devouring and tearing 
in pieces with his claws the soft and gelatinous worms, even 
after the plant is drawn out o f its element.

AVe Avere fortunate enough to pass the Line without ex­
periencing any o f those baflling calms and harassing squalls, 
Avhich occur so frequently in this part o f the globe, and on the 
‘iyth o f  the above-mentioned month rve came in sight o f that 
point o f the coast o f South America Avhich is called Cape 
•brio; and having doubled this high promontory in the course 
o f the night, rve entered, on the following day, the magnifi­
cent harbour o f Rio de Janeiro.

Although I shall endeavour to sketch a general outline o f  
the features o f this part o f the Ikazilian coast, yet I am fully 
aware that any description rvhich I can employ will convey 
but an ijiadcquate idea o f the gTandeur and beauty o f the 
country to those who have not had an opportunity o f  seeing 
it. 'J’hc first remarkable object that catches the attention, 
after passing Cape Frio, is a gap or rent in the verdant ridge 
o f mountains which skirts the sea-coast. This chasm appears, 
from a distance, like a narrow portal between two cheeks o f 
solid stone, Avhich being perfectly naked arc the more re­
markable, as every other prominent part o f  the ridge o f 
mountains is clothed rvith luxuriant A^egetation. On ap­
proaching this chasm, Avhich is in fact the entrance into the 
grand harbour o f Rio de Janeiro, the cheek on the left or 
western side is discovered to be a single solid stone o f a coni­
cal shape or, in nautical language, a sugar-loaf, entirely de-

7
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iached, not quite perpendicular, but leaning a little towards 
the entrance. We took an opportunity, during our stay at 
Rio, o f ascertaining its height by means o f a line measured 
on a little sandy beach which skirts its base on the side 
next to the harboui’, and the angles which it extended 
from the extremities o f this line. Rrom the result o f our 
operations it appeared that this solid mass o f hard sparkling 
granite is 680 feet high above the surface out o f which it rises. 
'I'he eastern or opposite cheek o f the chasm is a naked moun­
tain, composed o f the same material, but with this ditference 
in point o f form that it has an easy and regular slope from 
the water’s edge to the summit, which is about the same 
height as that o f the cone. The whole o f this side is occu­
pied by forts, lines, and batteries, for an account o f whicli I 
must refer the I'cader to tiie two plates in the following 
chapter.

A little island strongly fortified, just vvithin the entrance, 
contracts the passage to the width o f about three-fourths o f a 
mile. Having cleared this channel, one o f the most magni­
ficent scenes in nature bursts upon the enraptured eye. Let 
any one imagine to himself an immense sheet of water running 
back into the heart o f a beautiful country, to the distance o f 
about thirty miles, whei’e it is bounded by a skreen o f lofty 
mountains, always majestic, whether their rugged and shajie- 
less summits are tinged with azure and purple, or buried in 
the clouds— Let him imagine this sheet of water gradually 
to expand, from the narrow portal through which it com­
municates with the sea, to the width of twelve or fourteen 
miles, to be evciy where studded ..with iimuincrable little

I. 2
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islands, scattered over its surface in every diversity o f shape, 
iind exhibiting every variety o f tint that an exuberant and 
incessant vegetation is capable o f affording— Let him con­
ceive the slmres o f these islands to be so fringed with fragrant 
and beautitul shrubs, not planted by man but scattered by 
the easy and liberal hand o f nature, as completely to be con­
cealed m their verdant covering— Let him figure to himself 
this beautiful sheet o f water, with its numerous islands, to be 
encompassed on every side by hills o f  a moderate height, ris­
ing m gradual succession above each other, all profusely clad 
in lively green, and crowned witli groupes o f the noblest trees, 
while their shores arc indented with numberless inlets, shoot­
ing their arms across- the most delightful vallies, to meet the 
murmuring rills, and bear their waters into the vast and com­
mon reservoir o f all— In short, let him imagine to himself a 
succession of Mount Edgecombes to be continued along the 
shores o f a magnificent lake, not less in circuit than a hmrdred 
miles; and having placed these in a climate where spring for 
ever resides, m all the glow o f youthful vigour, he will still 
possess only a very imperfcc't idea o f the magnificent scenery 
displayed within the capacious harbour o f Eio de Janeiro; 
which, as an haiiiour, whether it be considered in the light 
o f affording security and convenience for shipping, for"its 
locality o f ppsition, or fertility o f the adjacent country, may 
justly be ranked among the first o f naval stations.

Jfthen the natural beauties o f  l l io  de .Janeiro are, in its 
present state,- so very enchanting, how much more so must 
they have appeared at a time when this arm o f the sea was a 
lake ot pure transparent water? That such it once was,
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l i t t l e  d o u b t  c a n  b e  e n t e r t a i n e d .  I t s  a n c i e n t  b a r r ie r  h a v in g   ̂

g i v e n  w a y  t o  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  w a t e r  w it h in ,  t h e  n i o i e  s o l id  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  f r a g m e n t s ,  in  b e i n g  f o r c e d  in t o  tire  s e a ,  s t il l  r e ­

m a in  a s  a  b a r  b e f o r e  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  h a r b o u r ,  o n  w h i c h  

t h e  d e p t h  o f  w a t e r  d o c s  n o t  e x c e e d  f r o m  s e v e n  t o  t e n  f a t h o m s ,  

w h i l s t  c l o s e  t o  b o t h  t h e  in n e r  a n d  t h e  o u t e r  m a r g in  t h e  d e p t h  

is  n o t  le s s  t h a n  e ig h t e e n  f a t h o m s .  P a r t  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n ,  

i n d e e d ,  a p p e a r s  in  p o i n t e d  r o c k s  a b o v e  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  s e a ,  

t o w a r d s  t h e  w e s t e r n  e x t r e m i t y  o f  th e  b a r .

I f  t h e  P o r t u g u e z e  o f  R i o  h a v e  d o n e  b u t  l i t t le  t o w a r d s  i m ­

p r o v i n g  n a t u r e ,  t h e y  a r c  e n t i t l e d  a t  l e a s t  t o  t h e  n e g a t iv e  

m e r i t  o f  n o t  h a v in g  m u c h  d is f ig u r e d  h e r .  T h e  p o i n t  o f  s i t u a -  

t i o n  f o r  b u i l d i n g  t h e  t o w n  is  w e l l  c h o s e n  o u t  o f  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  

o f  g o o d  o n e s  t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  t h e m s e lv e s .  T l i e  p r in c ip a l  b u i l d ­

in g s  A vh ich  h a v e  b e e n  e r e c t e d ,  t h o u g h  n o t  e l e g a n t ,  a r e  f r e e  

a t  le a s t  f r o m  e x t r a v a g a n t  A vh im s, a n d  a r e  b }- n o  m e a n s  i l l  

s u i t e d  t o  t h e ir  r e s p e c t i v e  s i t u a t io n s .  A f o r t r e s s ,  h o w e v e r  r e ­

g u la r ,  is  f a r  f r o m  b e i n g  a n  u n p l e a s a n t  o b j e c t  in  a  l a n d s c a p e  ; 

b u t  Avhen it s  l in e s  a r e  c a r r ie d  o v e r  t h e  in c f p ia l i t i e s  o f  a  b r o k e n  

m o u n t ,  A vhose s id e s  a r e  f r in g e d  Avith A v o o d , i t  f r e q u e n t ly  

u n it e s  t o  g r a n d e u r  n o  i n c o n s id e r a b l e  s h a r e  o f  p i c t u r e s q u e  

b c a u t v .  A l m o s t  e v e r y  e m i n e n c e  in  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  tOAvn 

o f  R i o  is  c ro A v n e d  Avith a  c a s t l e  o r  a  f o r t ,  a  c h u r c h  o r  a  c o n ­

v e n t  ; a n d  m a n y  o f  t h e  i s la n d s  o n  t h e  e x p a n s iv e  h a r b o u r  a r c  

e n l i v e n e d  a n d  o r n a m e n t e d  b y  b u i l d in g s  o f  a  s im i la r  n a t u r e .  

N o t  o n e  o f  t h e  n u m e r o u s  is le t s  Avere d i s g r a c e d  b y  s u c h  r id i ­

c u l o u s  a n d  u n c o u t h  e d i f i c e s ,  t h e  A v h im sies  o f  a  s i c k ly  t a s t e ,  

a s  d is t o r t  a n d  d is f ig u r e  t h o s e  o n c e  l o v e l y  s p o t s  o n  t h e  b e a u t i -  

Ui\ la k e  o f  K e s w i c k ,  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  noAv a  r e p r o a c h  t o
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llie grand and sublime scenery Avith Avhich they are sur­
rounded.

llic town o f Ixio or, to speak Avith becoming dig'nity o f 
the capita] o f the Brazils, the city o f St. Sebastian is charm- 
ingly situated on a pi'ojeeting quadrangular promontory o f an 
irregular form, three ot AA'hose sides are opposed to the har- 
boui, and the *fourth sheltered from the prcA'aihng Avesterly 
blasts by a skrecu o f high hills well covered Avith Avood. The 
side o f the town, which is next to that part o f the harbour 
where the shipping usually lie at anchor, is nearly a mile and 
half in length ; and the depth inwards about three-fourths o f a 
mile. The northern angle o f the promontory is a bold broken 
eminence, on one point of Avhich there is a regular fortifica­
tion, and on the other a coiu'cnt o f Jlcnedictine monks, 
which, being also surrounded with lines o f defence, is actually 
as well as metaphorically a church militant. These heights 
completely commaml the town and the anchorage; and they 
appear to command also, at least they are on a level with, 
the strongest work in the harbour, on Avhich the defence o f 
the ])lace is thought principally to depend. This is the Illia  
dos C obras, or Snake Island, a rock about 80 feet high at the 
point on Avhich the citadel stands, and slanting to eight at the 
opposite end ; its length is 300 yards ; and it is detached h y  a 
narroAv but very deep channel from the eminence on Avhich the 
Benedictine convent is situated. Bound eA’̂ ery side o f this 
strongly fortified island, and close to its shores, ships o f the great­
est draught o f water may lie in perfect security. Here also are 
a commodious dock-yard, an arsenal o f naval stores, a sheer 
hulk, and a wharf for heaving down and careening shipping.
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The largest fleets, however, may anchor in this capacious 
harljour, entirely out o f the reach o f any o f the guns that are 
mounted on the forts. 1

On landing from the harbour, the first object in the town 
that catches the attention is a handsome scpiare, surrounded 
on three o f its sides with buildings, and the fourth open to 
the water. Along this side is erected a noble stone ([uay, 
with flights o f steps at each extremity and in the centre, the 
last o f which is the common landing-place. \̂ hen this line 
o f masonr};  ̂ shall be extended the whole length of the town, 
which was intended to be done, it will serve not mcrel}’ as an 
ornament and convenience, but as a considerable defence 
against the attempt o f an enemy to land. Kear the central 
flight o f stairs is a quadrangular obelisk throwing, from each 
o f its four fronts, a constant stream o f pure limpid water for 
the use o f the lower part o f the town and of the shipping in 
the harbour. The upper side o f the square, facing the har­
bour, is entirely occupied by the palace o f the \ iceroy, a 
long plain building, neither remarkable for elegance o f design 
nor peculiarity o f construction.

The palace, the obelisk, and the pier, are all built with 
hewn blocks o f granite; and the surface o f the scpiare is a 
solid floor o f the same material, sprinkled over with quartzose 
sand. The granite being o f that kind Avhich contains a large 
proportion o f glistening mica is highly injurious to the eye, 
which is scarcely able to bear the dazzling rays o f the sun 
playing throughout the whole day on one side or other o f this
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open area-glaring emblem o f  the brilliant exploits o f dm 
Portuguese nation in earlier times !

_ In accomj)lisliing a plan for affording a convenient and 
ample suppl}  ̂o f  water to every part o f the tOAvn, an article o f 
llie first necessity iii all situations, but more especially so in a 
warm clmiate, the government has shewn a laudable atten­
tion; and the name of the Viceroy under whose
administratioji the works were constructed, is very properly 
recorded in an appropriate I.atin inscription, engraven on one 
o f the sides o f  the obelisk in the great square. All the foun­
tains derive their supj)ly o f water from a large reservoir, 
which is constructed on the summit o f a hill just above the 
town. Tins reservoir is fed by means o f an aqueduct, raised 
on arches across a deep valley, on the ojiposite side o f which 
the water is received into it from a succession o f stone 
troughs, laid under an ai’idied covering o f brick-work to the 
si)ring-licads in the mountains. That ])art o f this great nvork 
w'hich cros.scs tlie valley, and communicates immediately Avith 
the reservoir, seems to be as unnecessary as it must have been 
expensive; it is supported on a double tier o f lofty arches, 
consisting of more than forty in each roAv, and is no incon­
siderable ornament to the city,-as Avill readily be perceived by 
the annexed v ica v . A  series o f  pipes laid along or under the 
surface Avould unquestionably have answered the purpose o f 
conducting the Avatcr cipially well; but, as Sir George 
Staunton has justly observed, »  shew and magnificence,
“  as Avell as utility, are sometimes the objects o f public 
“  works/' ^
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Another object o f utility, in which the health and the 
amusement o f the public have been consulted, is the Fasseo 
Publico, or garden for public promenade. This piece o f 
ground is laid out in shrubberies, lawns, walks, and parterres. 
Bowers are erected here and there, round which the jasmine, 
the clematis, and the passion flower intertwine their creep­
ing branches. We observed several native plants o f great 
beauty ; but a vehement desire seemed to prevail o f cultivat­
ing, in prefcicnce, those o f Europe, notwithstanding their 
sickly and diminutive appearance, contracted in a climate so 
unsuitable to their constitution. But the most contemptible 
object in the garden was a miserable representation o f the 
papaya tree in copper, o f its natural si;ie and painted green, 
whilst the real plant, growing close beside it in all the ex­
uberance o f tropical vegetation, laughed to scorn its stiff and 
deformed mock brother. A broad terrace walk at the lower 
end o f the garden, overlooking an arm of the harbour, com­
mands a delightful view o f its rising shores, which are every 
where fringed with coppice. At each end o f the terrace is a 
neat square building, whose walls within are covered with 
paintings. As specimens o f art, they are not entitled to much 
notice, but the subjects are far from being uninteresting. 
The views, in one o f these, buildings, arc entirely confined to 
detached parts o f the harbour; the ceiling is covered with 
devices in shell-work; and round the cornices are representa­
tions o f fish, peculiar to the country, worked in small shells. 
The ceiling o f the other building contains similar devices 
wrought in feathers; and figures o f many o f the native birds 
are aiTanged round the cornice, each clothed in its proper 
plumage. On the walls o f the latter are eight paintings, de­
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sci'i{)tivc o f what were then considered as the eight most im- 
j)ortant j)roductions o f the JJrazils. They consist o f

1st. A  vieta o f  the diamond and go ld  mines, which were first 
discovered about the beginning o f the eighteenth centuiy, and 
Ihe most productive o f wliieli are at Villa llica , about 200 
miles behind llio dc Janeiro.

2 d. Viczc! o f  a sugar plantation  and mill f o r  bruizing the 
ca n es ; an article which is not much cultivated in the neigh­
bourhood o f Rio, being considered as more suitable for those 
districts lying nearer to the ecjuator. The few mills which avc, 

saw were o f a rude construction, turned generally by a pair 
o f small horses, and the canes passed betAveen three Avooden 
jollers; and such they appeared in the painting.

3d. The culture and preparation  o f  indigo. Although this 
plant grows Avell and thrives Avithout much attention, the 
preparation o f the dye simple, and recpiiring no great cx- 
jwnce o f labour, yet the small (juantity that is produced will 
scarcely entitle it to be eonsideir'd as an important ai ticlc o f 
commerce.

4 th. A  plantation o f  the Cactus Opunlia, zeith the mode o f  
preparing cochinille fr o m  the insect. There can be no ques­
tion that this article, so valuable in the arts and nianufac- 
tui'cs, might be cultivated in the Jlrasiils to as great an extent 
as in IMexico, Avhereas the (piantity raised at pi’csent is ex- 
{■('cdinelv trifiina-.

.it'i
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5th. The, different preparations o f  manhiot. This plant is 
cultivated chiefly for the subsistence o f the slaves. The cas­
sava bread so common in the West India islands, and tlie 
substance which is sold in the shops o f London under the 
name o f tapioca, are the produce o f its long tuberous roots; 
and they make from it a hair-powder as white as snow. It is 
propagated from cuttings, and the root is rasped into a 
powder by wheels that are co^'ercd with dentated metallic 
plates.

6th. View o f  a coffee plantation. The cultivation o f this 
article seemed to be on the increase; and there can be no 
doubt that the loss o f St. Domingo to France will con­
tribute greatly to the encouragement of its propagation in 
the Brazils.

7th. View o f  a rice p la n ta tion ; which, as the most pro­
ductive o f all grain, is abundantly cultivated in all the northern
provinces.

8th. View o f  a plantation o f  hemp, and its m anufacture into 
cordage. This article is chiefly cultivated in the southern 
districts near the island o f St. Catharine, but hitherto has met 
with little encouragement.

O f other productions equally or more important I shall 
give a brief account in the next chapter.

There is another garden belonging to the Crown, which is 
chiefly intended for the cultivation o f that species o f cactus
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on which tlie cocliinillc insect feeds, and for the reception o f 
cniious 01 useful native plants ; but we found it greatly ne­
glected, and the collection very limited, containing but few 
native plants which have not already been cultivated in the 
hot-houses o f England. T h e  superintendant had not the least 
knowledp of botany. The common fruits o f the country 
neie sufficiently abundant, and to these were added a few 
other plants among which, as I find by my notes, were 
difterent species o f Y m xa , A g a v e , Euphorbia, and C a c tu s ;  
the L a vru s P ersea , a M im osa, a species o f  Cassia, and the 
Theohroma Cacao or chocolate tree; the Jatropha Curcas o f  
physic nut, and the R icinns P alm a C h ris ti;  the common 
pepper, a species o f Capsicum  or Cayenne pepper, and a 
species of Phgsalis or winter cherry. Several very fine passion 
flowers and difterent species o f convolvulus ivcre among the 
creejnng plants. The Queen o f  Portugal had sent out a col­
lector ot birds and insects; but he possessed only a very 
limited knowledge o f natural history, being a mere 'setter-up  
In tins branch, however, he ivas tolerably perfect, and had 
procured a number o f very beautiful and brilliant specimens.

IVrany o f the houses in St. Sebastian are far from bein<>- 
contemptible ; they arc mostly two stories high, covered ivitli 
tiles, and have wooden balconies extending in front o f the 
upper stories ; but the best o f them wear that dull and 
gloomy appearance, n hich all buildings must necessarily have 
whose latticed windows supply the want o f glass. T h e  streets 
are 111 general tolerably straight, some o f considerable width 
though mostly narrow. The principal ones are paved on both 
sides with broad flag stones o f granite. T h e  refinement o f a

7
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trottoir, so rarely met vith out o f England, was not expected 
to be found in a foreign settlement o f Portugal, 'i'hc shops 
are large and commodious, generally well stocked with the 
manufactures o f Europe, chiefly those of Great Britain, uhich 
after beino" exhibited in the windoAvs of the capital and the 
principal cities and tOA\ms o f the empire, till their fashion is 
out o f date, are shipped oft to the trading nations on the con­
tinent, and from thence to their foreign settlements. In the 
catalogaie o f AV'ares exhibited in the shops of Rio de Janeiro, 
English quack medicdiies and caricature prints were not the 
least esteemed nor the least abundant.

T h e  c i t y  o f  R i o  is  in  it s  e x t e n t  s o  c o n s i d e r a b l e ,  t h a t  i t  is 

s a id  t o  c o n t a in  a t  le a s t  s i x t y  t h o u s a n d  s o u ls ,  in c l u d i n g  s la v e s  ; 

y e t  t h e r e  is  n e i t h e r  in n ,  n o r  h o t e l ,  n o r  a n y  k in d  o f  l o d g i n g  01 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  o f  s t r a n g e r s .  I h e r e  Avas, 

i n d e e d ,  a  s o r t  o f  t a v e r n ,  o n  t h e  r ig h t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s c iu a r e , 

k e p t  b y  a  F r e n c h m a n ,  a  M o n s i e u r  P h i l l i p c ,  w h o ,  o n  t h e  a r ­

r iv a l  o f  f o r e ig n  s h ip s ,  a t t e n d s  a t  t h e  m a in  la n d in g -s t a ir s  t o  

o f f e r  h is  s e r v i c e s  a s  a g e n t ,  b r o k e r ,  in t e r p r e t e r ,  q u a c k  d o c t o r ,  

t r a i t e u r  o r ,  in  s h o r t ,  in  a n y  o t h e r  c a p a c i t y  A vh ich  s t r a n g e r s  

m a y  b e  d i s p o s e d  t o  e m p l o y  h i m ;  a n d  in  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  

s e r v i c e  t h e y  m a y  Avish t o  e n g a g e  h im  t h e r e  is  n o  n e c e s s i t y  t o  

b e  a p p r c h e n s iA ’ C o f  o f f e n d i n g  h is  d e l i c a c y ,  f o r  h e  is  a  t i u c  

F r e n c h m a n .  A. h o u s e  o f  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  is ,  h o A v cv e r , s c a r c e l y  

n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  th is  A veak a n d  t h e r e f o r e  p e r h a p s  j e a l o u s  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  is s o  in h o s p i t a b l e  a s  n o t  t o  alloAV a n y  s t r a n g e r  t o  r e m a in  

o n  s h o r e  a f t e r  s u n s e t ; a n d  s o  s u s p i c i o u s  a s  n o t  e v e n  t o  s u t le r  

h im  t o  AA-alk t h e  s t r e e t s  in  t h e  d a y t i m e ,  A v ith o u t a  s o ld ie r  a t  

l i i s  h e e ls .  I n  th is  r e s p e c t  t h e ir  c a u t i o n  s e e m s  t o  b e  t a l ly  a s
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needless, and quite as inconvenient, as that o f  the Chinese.
Previous totlie landing o f the Ambassador, Dr. G. and mj-'self 
went on shore, and on stepping out o f the boat we were ac­
costed b j  the officer on guard, who requested we would 
follow him to the palace. “  Pray, gentlemen, what is the 

object o f your landing ?”  was the first question that was 
put to us. A\e replied, “  To catch butterflies;” which was 
really the case. 'Jm cxinvince them, however, that Ave Avere 
in earnest, and to avoid the appearance o f levity or imper­
tinence, Ave unfolded our gauze nets, forcipes, and chip- 
boxes, Avith the rest o f the apparatus necessary for fly-catch- 
mg. Comprehending the nature o f this occiqiation better 
than the transit of Venus, Avhich Ave are told by Captain 
Cooke the Viceroy conceiA cd to be the passing o f the north 
star through the south pole, they seemed to be satisfied in 
this respect, and next imiuircd as to the situations we held in 
the embassy, Avhich having also ascertained to their satisfac­
tion, an ofliccr Avas immediately appointed to accompany us.

e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  s k ir t s  o f  t h e  toA vn , Avhere m y r ia d s  o f  

b e a u t i f u l  in s e c t s  Avere f lu t t e r in g  in  t h e  a ir .  S u c h  SAvarm s o f  

b u t te i- f l ie s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  o n e  s p e c i e s  m a r k e d  Avith b l a c k  a n d  

y c llo A v  b a r s ,  w e r e  h o v e r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t o p s  o f  t h e  t r e e s  a n d  

t h e  ta l l  s h r u b b e r y ,  t h a t  in  c e r t a in  p l a c e s  t h e y  f i l l e d  t h e  a ir  

l ik e  th e  f l ig h t s  o f  l o c u s t s  in  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .  O u r  p u r s u i t  

c o n t i n u e d  s o  l o n g ,  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r ,  h a v in g  n o  r e l is h  f o r  t h e  

c h a c c ,  t o o k  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s l i p p i n g  a w a y  a n d ,  t o  o u r  

g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  l e a v in g  u s  a t  fu l l  l i b e r t y  t o  fo llo A v  o u r  

a m u s e m e n t .  I t  w a s  p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  p l a c ­

in g  a  g u a r d  o n  e v e r y  s t r a n g e r  w a s  t o  p r o t e c t  h im  f r o m  b e in o - 

l o b b c d  o r  in s u l t e d  b y  t h e  b l a c k s  o r  v a g r a n t s  t h a t  m i o h t  b e



R IO  DE JA N E IR O . 87

lurking about the skirts o f the town; but on its being signi­
fied, after the suite o f the Ambassador had landed, that e 
should very willingly dispense with such protection, we Iiad 
the pleasure to find that the spies on our conduct were 
withdrawn.

The house provided for the Ambassador was sufficiently 
large, but not very clean ; and although it vas icpicscntcd as 
being completely furnished, there ivas, in reality, little in it 
beside some clumsy old fashioned chairs o f hea\ y wood, a 
few tables, and wooden frames with cane bottoms, intended 
for bedsteads, but without either posts or curtains. For­
tunately we took on shore our own bedding, by doing which 
we soon discovered that we had lost notliing in point o f com­
fort, the Portuguese not being over nice in this respect. 
Behind our dwelling-house was a long strip of giound, uhich 
had formcrl}'  ̂ been a garden, but which was now in a state of 
total neglect, and entirely overrun with weeds, 'i’o most of 
the better sort o f houses in St. Sebastian are annexed jiieces 
o f ground, planted with fruits, flowers, and fragrant slnubs.

AVe had little reason to complain o f the climate o f Rio 
during our stay. Tliough the sun was just on the southern 
tropic, and consequently nearly vertical, during our lesidcnce 
here, yet we seldom suffered any inconvenience from heat, 
or were prevented from taking our usual quantity o f exercise, 
'i’hc general temperature o f the air in the day was from 76 
to 84° o f Fahrenheit. The nights were liy far the most dis- 
ao-reeable. I f we attempted to walk in the open air, the bats 
or the fire flics {L am pynis) were every moment threateu-

iffl



fc-i I,

88 R I O  D E  J A N E I R O .

ing to dart against our faces; if  we remained in the house, 
scorpions, and centipedes, and scolopendras were constantly 
crawling over the floor; and a disagreeable, disgusting, but 
perfectly harmless insect, a species o f cricket {G ryllu s G ry l-  
lotalpa), as constantly skipped about the plates and into the 
glasses during supper. But o f all the torments 1 ever ex­
perienced, in any part o f (he world, none in my opinion can 
be put in comparison with those produced by the stings o f the 
musquitoes o f Rio de Janeiro. I have felt the venom o f 
their little pointed beaks in many parts o f  the world, but 
never suffered froju its virulence any thing like the degree o f 
pain which their puncture occasioned at this place ; no*could 
the exquisite torment which we sutfered be owing to any 
extraordinary degree o f irritability in the habit o f body at the 
time, because the whole party, without a single exception, 
laboured under the same severity o f pain. The eyes, the lips, 
the forehead, and the cheeks o f every individual who slept 
on shore were inflamed and swollen in such a manner as com­
pletely to disfigure the face. Those who had taken the pre­
caution to furnish themselves with curtains o f net-Avork, 
though they might not suffer in an equal degree with the 
rest, w^erenot, hoAvever, entirely protected. If a single mus- 
quito, by any accident, found itself within the net, the per­
petual humming noise Avith which it assailed the face, and the 
constant expectation o f feeling its sting, Avere nearly as teas­
ing and as preventive o f sleep to those who lay enclosed in 
net-work as to those avIio  were exposed to their open attack.

The swarms o f these insects and other kinds o f  vermin may 
be attributed rather to the extreme filthiness o f the people
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tlian 10 tlie heat o f the climate. The ground floors o f the 
hou.ses are rarely swept: they serve as repositories for fire- 
Avood, for lumber, and for the lodgings o f their numerous slaves. 
The same want o f cleanliness is visible in their dress and in 
their persons. Few, if any, are free irom a certain cutaneous 
disorder, Avhich is sujjposed in our country to be the joint 
eftect o f poverty o f food and filth ; many have confirmed le­
prosy ; and the elephantiasis is by no means uncommon. A 
great part o f their diet consists o f fish, fruit, and vegetables, 
Avith the never-failing dish o i  fa rin lia  de pao, or flour o f the 
maniota root; all their substantial food, Avhatevei it mâ i 
be, is first dipped in oil or grease, and then rolled in this 
flour and made up into little balls in the palm of the hand. 
Milk, butter and cheese are rarely used. AVith the utmost 
difficulty Ave procured a little o f the first for our tea, and it 
Avas miserably bad. Their beef is lean and very indiffcicnt, 
and mutton is scarcely to be had at any rate. F oavIs and 
turkies are abundant, and tolerably good ; and the market is 
Avell supplied Avith a great variety o f very excellent fish. The 
bread Avhich is made o f wheaten flour, the produce o f the 
southern provinces, is exceedingly good. The fruits in gene­
ral are not excelled in any part ot the Avorld.

One o f  the first objects o f impiiry to an inquisitive traveller, 
on his entering a city or large toAvn, is a bookseller s shop. 
An Englishman in particular is so accustomed to the con­
venience o f a printed gtdde, Avherever he moves about in his 
own country, that he is very apt to run into the mistake o f 
expecting to be accommodated Avith a similar fund o f inform­
ation abibad. After a long search, and man}\ inquiries, avc,

N
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at last discovered that there were two booksellers’ shops in 
St. Sebastian ; but it reipiired less time to find out that they 
(ontained nothing that Avas likely to be useful or interesting 
to us. Many old volumes on medicine and alchemy, still 
more on church history and theological disputations, and 
some few on the exploits of the house of JJraganca, swelled 
their catalogues ; nothing that related to the country Avas to 
be found, liiis portion o f South America, one o f the most 
fertile regions of the globe, had scarcely supplied from the 
pen o f the Portugueze a single page o f natural history, eco­
nomics or statics, beyond Avhat appears in the general ac­
counts o f the eonciuest o f the Brazils. A  Franciscan friar 
informed us that he had long been amassing materials for a 
I'/ora ßum inensis, as he meant to call it in allusion to the 
name o f Bio, which he hojied soon to publish ; but 1 have 
not heard that it has  ̂et made its appearance. A  small Avork 
has lately been published on the im})ortance o f the commerce 
of Portugal and its colonies, by Cmdinho Bishop o f Fernam - 
Imco ; but the little it contains with regard to the P>razils is 
of a very general nature, and not at all' descriptive. It is 
pretended indeed, tliat both in This town and at St. Salva­
dor the government is in possession o f very voluminous 
manuscripts, which were compiled by the Jesuit missionaries. 
If the fact be so, it is more than [irobablc they contain little 
more than journals o f their transactions, and copies .of their 
correspondence with their suj^criors in Europe. I f  the greater 
pai t ot the time o f the priests and monks of Rio, Avhere they 
aie Aeiy numerous, Avas not employed in luxury and indo­
lence, or in meddling Avith the private concerns and domestic 
arrangements o f every tamily, and in bearing about from one

7
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house to another the little talcs of scandal that may be afloat, 
what an excellent opportunity would these men have o f fa­
vouring the world with a descriptive account o f a country so 
very interesting, and yet so little known !

The curiosity o f these sacred characters to discover the na­
ture and the scope o f the embassy to China was sufficiently 
excited not to re([uire much formality o f introduction on 
their part. A  constant intercourse was kept up between the 
convents and our hotel. Whenever their curiosity was satis­
fied, as far as regarded our own concerns, the chief topics of 
their conversation turned on the obstinate character o f the 
native Indians, whom they abused most profusely for not 
embracing Christianity, (to Avhich, by the way, they had used 
little endeavours to convert them,) on reports of- large dia­
monds being found at the mines of'sueh and such a weight, the 
roguish tricks o f the slaves and, Avhat in them was the most 
reprehensible, on the disposition to gallantry o f the ladies o f 
St. Sebastian. The lady abbess o f a com'ent, not far from our 
lodgings, was complaining one day to Dr. G. o f being subject 
to violent headaches, for Avhich he promised to give her a few 
pills. In the hurry o f embarkation he entrusted the box to 
a jolly fat friar o f the order o f St. Benedict, requesting he 
Avould take an early opportunity o f delivering it to the abbess. 
The curiosity o f this son o f the church, getting the better of 
good manners, impelled him to open the box; and, applying 
it to his nose, he observed to the Doctor, Avith a significant 
leer, “  A/u/, D om ine, m ercuriu lia ! ista m n t m ercuriaU a!”  
The Doctor expressing a degree o f displeasure, mixed Avith 
astonishment, that he should suppose the lady abbess to have

N 2

'' >1



f '  \ u . I

'in

92 m o  DE JA N E IR O .

any occasion to use a medicine for such a purpose as he 
meant to insinuate, “  The lady abbess,”  he exclaimed with a 
loud laugh, “  the lady abbess and all the ladies o f  Rio 
“  pronce sunt omnes ac deditce V e n e r i and he concluded 
by observing, in unequivocal terms, that most o f them were 
labouring under the ill cifects arising from a free and uncon­
strained indulgence o f a licentious and promiscuous inter­
course Avith strangers. On the men he passed a still more 
severe censure. 'Whether these sarcastical observations o f the 
reverend gentleman were or were not true, they were not the 
less indecorous and unbecoming in the character o f the person 
by whom they were uttered. I f  not an impious it is at least an 
unmanly proceeding first to extort, under the sacred garb o f 
religion, a conibssion o f the failings and limits o f those^vhom 
we, mighty lords o f the creation ! are pleased to call the 
weaker sex, and then to expose them to the ridicule, the ob- 
loquy, and detraction o f the world.

'fhe linniliarity which the ladies o f Rio arc apt to use to 
strangers may not perhaps be cpiitc consistent with our no­
tions of fernaie modesty, but 1 am far from being convinced 
ot Its implying that degree o f  criminality which has been im- 
[)uted to it in the most valuable voyages o f Captain Cooke. 
It IS herein stated to be a common trick o f the ladies o f  Rio 
to make assignations with strangers, by tossing flowers to 
them as they jiass along the streets. I'init the throwino- or 
exchanging o f flowers by the ladies o f Rio is a very common 
practice cannot be denied ; but I am inclined to believe, 
what, however, I will not take upon me positively to assert 
that It arises more from a custom which they imbibe at the

\ .1
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seminaries in early life, than from any immoral motive; and 
that this custom is continued afterwards, not only from long 
habit, but also from a desire o f appearing iriendly and sociable. 
At the grate o f the convent o f Santa Clara, Avhich some of our 
party visited daily, the custom o f presenting tioAvers Avas so 
common, even Avith children o f eight or ten years that, after a 
feAv o f the first visits, nobody thought of calling there Avithout 
being provided Avith a nosegay ; and there Avas generally a 
struggle among the young girls Avhich of them shoidd first get 
to the grate and exchange her floAver, ahvays taking care pre­
viously to apply it to her lips ; and having kissed the floAver 
she received in return, she then retired to make room foi 
another. So innocent did this custom appear to us, on the 
part o f the young ladies, and so unsuspecting of any thing 
criminal Avas the abbess, that the latter openly encouraged it, 
apparentl}’̂ Avithout any other vieAv thaii that of its contribut­
ing to the fcAV pleasures ot Avhich the strict confinement of a 
nunnery admits. And as most o f the ladies o f Rio have ac­
quired their education in some of the convents, it may easily 
be imagined that a favourite amusement o f their early years, 
in a country Avherc so fcAV amusements are to be found, Avould 
naturally be remembered Avith pleasure in a different but not 
mueh more enlarged sphere o f life. A\‘omen Avho, J am in­
clined to belieA’e, are in all countries much more disposed 
to be sociable than the other sex, and avIiosc dispositions arc 
infinitely more bencA'olcr)t, ha\'e also, in their demeanor, a 
mueh more difficult task to perform. I f  they are shy and re- 
sei’A'cd, they incur the censure of affectation ; if open and in­
genuous, they are liable to a censure of another kiiiil.
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With regard to those o f Rio de Janeiro I own that,
however strongly prejudice might operate against them, I 
never could perceive in their conduct any thing that could 
warrant th6 opinion o f their being more licentious, or more 
immorally inclined, than females are in other countries. Nor 
do I believe that their good humour, signified by smiling, 
nodding, and throwing flowers from their balconies to passing- 
strangers, after having repeatedly seen the same thing done 
when the fathers or the husbands were standing by their side, 
could justly or candidly be construed into any assignation, 
to convey any particular meaning, or bear any other explana­
tion than that o f its being a mere local custom, practised 
without design; much less could it afford sufficient grounds 
for the very heavy censure that has been passed upon them. 
It IS scarcely fair to decide on the disposition and moral 
character o f a whole nation from the occasional occurrences 
and observations o f a few hours in the day, during a week’s 
residence; and where the character o f the fair sex is at stake, 
we ought at least to incline to the favourable side, especially 
as, in every country, the female part o f society owes, in a 
great degree, its good and bad cpialities, and more particu­
larly the latter, to the conduct o f the men.

ihe manners are so different in different countries, and 
local customs sometimes so extraordinary, that ocular ob- 
•servation alone may easily be deceived. Jn J>ance it was 
the common custom for the gentlemen to kiss every lady they 
might meet m the streets on new year’s d a y ; and he who 
should omit this ceremony would liave been considered as a
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rude and ill-bred man. I remember once, in passing tlie 
streets o f lAvcrpool, in the middle ot the day,  ̂to have met 
half a dozen very smart looking girls, who stopped me, and 
from their manner seemed.to be inclined to handle me rathei 
roughly. 1 soon discovered that an ancient custom was stdl 
observed in this tOAvn, which granted a privilege to the ladies 
o f seizing any gentleman they might chusc to encounter m the 
streets on Easter Tuesday, to lift him into the air and, it he 
should refiise to make such concessions as were demanded, 
to drop him into the kennel; and this day is significantly 
called the liftin g  day. Now if the commander o f a Portu- 
giicze ship should happen to be walking the streets of Livci- 
pool, for the first time on Easter I ’uesday, and be treated m 
the manner lierc described, and be sent on board his ship 
immediately after, as the. Portugueze o f Rio send all stran­
gers on board their respective shijis at sunset, it may readi y 
be conceived what kind o f character he would be apt to give 
o f the women o f Liverpool, which nevertheless might, and 
certainly would, be no less erroneous than unjust.

That the ladies o f Rio have a great deal o f vivacity and 
little reserve I am free to admit, Avhich indeed is not greatly 
to be wondered at. T h e  whole day is spent at home m 
s-loomy confinement; and they rarely see a human creature 
beside their own family, except in the evenings, when they 
appear in their balconies or go to vespers. At these nmments 
they may be compared to birds that have escaped from the 
confinement o f the cage. At the same time, I haviyrot the 
smallest doubt that this city has its full jiroportion of ladies,
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whose virtue sits lightly enough upon them. And indeed if 
there are a fe’iv who, passing for virtuous charaeters, are yet 
so indiscreet as to make unbecoming advances to strangers, I 
am afraid they have but too good an excuse to plead in the 
abominable conduct o f some o f the men, o f which the accusa­
tion o f the friars seems to be but too well corroborated.

Alost o f the women o f Rio, from constant confinement and 
•inactivity, are inclined to become corpulent at an early 
period o f life. Their countenances are in general pale and 
rather sallow, but they have almost invariably dark expres­
sive eyes and fine teeth. Their long black hair is generally 
tied in tresses with white or coloured ribbands, and adorned 
Avith chaplets o f  flowers, chiefly such as give out a powerful 
and agreeable odour, as the Plum eria , the P olianthes or 
tuberose, and the jasmine.

The elderly dames, however, and such as would be thought 
to imitate the fashions o f imrope, load their black locks with 
a profusion o f oil and farinha. Their dress in the house con­
sists o f a thin muslin or calico jacket trimmed with lace, and 
a flounced petticoat; sometimes with but more frequently 
without stockings. They seldom walk in the streets, but are 
carried about in sedan chairs open at the two sides, borne by 
slaves in the same manner as the Chinese carry theirs by poles 
on the shoulders. The men who can afford it usually ride in 
a clumsey kind o f cabriolet, drawn by two horses. Their 
dress is the same as in Europe. They rarely go abroad with­
out their swords and cocked hats, and a pair o f enormous

'! 'I i
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gold or silver buckles in their shoes and at the knees, set 
with diamonds or IJraxilian topazes; and they arc generally 
muffled up in a great cloak in the hottest weather.

We had few opportunities o f judging what Avas the state oi 
society in St. Sebastian, but one ma}’’ torin a tolerable con­
jecture from Avhat it is in their other settlements. The in­
habitants are said to go sometimes in small parties to the 
Passeo Publico, where tliey sup and walk and enjoy them­
selves Avith music and hrCAA orks to a late hour o f the night ; 
but during our stay avc saAv nothing o f the kind. Balls and 
concerts are said also to be given occasionally at the govern­
ment house ; but the Viceroy Avas considered as a close penu­
rious man, Avho had no other aim than that o f amassing a 
princely fortune. There is likcAvise an opera house, but it 
had been shut up for some time on account o f the indisposi­
tion o f the Queen o f Portugal. We Avcrc, therefore, unlucky 
enough not to see any o f their assemblies, or amusements, 
or convivial meetings. They are very indolent, very jealous 
o f  each other, and very superstitious. The day is (livided 
betAveen sleep and ceremony, and mutual distrust is but ill 
suited for the pleasures o f social intercourse. In fact, the 
minds o f the mass o f the people are not sufficiently cultivated 
to feel any relish for them; for it is a certain truth, as a great 
moralist has observed, that “  Avithout intelligence man is not 
“  social, he is only gregarious.”

As the avoAA'cd ol))ect, in comjuering the Brazils, Avas the 
(‘onversion o f the native Indians to the Christian faith, all the

o
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cliurclies and convents are amply endowed; but whatever 
the zeal o f the clergy might once have been to accomplish 
this object, it has long given way to the more preferable ease 
and luxury o f a monastic life ; and though these holy men 
may find it prudent to keep up a shew o f devotion, by a more 
than ordinary observance o f ceremonies that arc calculated 
to strike the senses, they are loose in their own morals and 
conversation, and not much disposed to throw any restraint 
on those o f the laity. Their influence, however, is very 
great, but they are less the objects o f fear, as no office o f the 
Holy In(|uisition has been established in the Brazils. The 
perpetual tolling o f bells for matins, for vespers, for high 
mass, or for announcing the performance o f a solemn requiem 
to some departed soul who may have left a liberal legacy to 
tlie church, and the frequent firing o f rockets and crackers, 
keep up such a constant din that, as the French satyrist 
has observed,

“  Pour honorer les morts, font mourir les vivans.”

Not a day scarcely passed in Avhich Ave did not sec some 
iuneral procession, accompanied by priests bearing flambeaux, 
and chaunting their solemn dirges in passing along the streets ; 
and scarcely an evening occurred Avithout some Saint in the 
calendar, or the holy Virgin, Avhose image is stuck in a 
Avooden box at the corner o f  every street, being marched 
about the tOAvn, Avith the parade o f soldiers and priests and 
musicians. The ragged finery in Avhich this lady in particular 
is usually clothed, her poAvdered. locks, and the tinsel and 
taAvdry Avith Avhich she is bedaubed, rcallj’' put one in mind

I .
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o f  the chimney sweepers’ girls, or rather boys dressed in girls’ 
clothes, on the first o f M a y ; and few of the saints carried 
about in their processions have a much more respectable ap­
pearance than Guy Fawkes, on the fifth o f November. Yet 
these wretched figures, thus borne about in procession, are 
sometimes loaded with real diamonds, topai^es, and other 
precious stones, beside gold and silver lace and tassels, fur­
nished in some instances by the church to Avhich they belong, 
and borrowed in others for the occasion from the wealthier 
inhabitants, few o f whom are so wanting in piety as to refuse 
her ladyship the loan o f their jewels, whenever she may con­
descend to make her appearance in public. Little as such 
objects may apjiear, to rational beings, to be calculated 
for inspiring that veneration which they are intended to 
produce, they serve at least as so many contrivances to divert 
the mind from any train o f thinking. Indeed the long con­
tinued habit of daily witnessing such scenes does not seem to 
have in the least diminished the attention. When the bell 
tolls every person in the street takes oil his hat, and he ob­
serves the same ceremony when he passes one o f the cages in 
which is contained the image o f the holy Virgin; and when 
the rockets, scpiibs, and crackers are let off, the eye naturally 
tunis towards the eminences on which the churches and con­
vents are generally situated. The efiect produced on the 
mind by these noisy appendages o f rcligioji may be the same 
as that which, if ^my recollection serves me rightly. Dr. 
Johnson ascribed to music, namely, “  that it takes away the 
“  ideas we have, and gives us no new ones.”

o 2
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It not be expected that I should be able to give any 
account o f the state o f the couiitiy, as to the mode and the 
extent o f its cultivation, or the condition o f its inhabitants. 
Our short excursion to the vale o f Tejeuca, about twenty miles 
to the south-westward o f St. Sebastian, furnished us, how­
ever, with an opportunity o f observing how wretchedly ne­
glected was this most beatitiful and fertile country, even in the 
vicinity o f its most populous city. From the outlets o f  the 
town, none o f the roads, admitting o f w'hecl carriages, are 
carried beyond ten miles ; in our present excursion^ we were 
obliged to alight at the end o f about six, where horses were pre­
pared for the further prosecution o f our journey. We presently 
entered a large forest, in passing through Avhich avc AV'crc fre- 
cpiently obliged to dismount, in order to scramble over huge 
trunks o f trees that had fallen across the path, where they 
were suffcrcil to lie and rot without molestation. We had no 
objection to loiter under the cool shade which the venerable 
evergreens o f some centuries’ growth afforded, and to listen 
to the wild notes o f birds that were totally new and unknown 
to any o f us ; yet the frequent obstructions we met with from 
trees, and rocks, and bogs, were tedious and tiresome. From 
our quitting the town till we came to the verge o f the forest 
little cultivation had appeared; beyond it, still less. The 
lower part o f the hills w'ere skirted with forests, the glens 
Avere choaked up Avith trees o f a majestic size, and the tops 
of the hills and knolls Avere covered Avith coppice. Not an 
inch o f the surface appeared to be naked.
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Ascending the heights to the Avestward we passed a most 
magnificent cascade, Avhich, from the number o f names that 
Avere cut on the sides oi a cavern, and a long table Avithin it 
that Avas hewn out o f the solid rock, seemed to have once 
been the resort o f numerous visitors. The stream of water 
fell into a rich and romantic valley, through which it floAved 
into a small arm o f the sea. We observed only tAvo planta­
tions in the Avhole valley, at the dAvclling house o f one o f 
AA'hich Ave took up our lodging for the night. It had little or 
no furuiturci, Avas exceedingly dirty, and Ave had to enduie 
almost insufferable torments from the SAvarms o f mosquitoes, 
that attacked us as Ave lay exposed on Avooden frames Avith 
cane bottoms, Avithout bedding, mattras, or curtains. Ihe 
plantations Avere Avorked entirely by slaves, and abounded Avith 
cotton, coffee, cocoa, sugar, fruits and other Auiluable pio- 
ductions. The proprietor had a hundred slaÂ es on Ins plant­
ation, Avas a considerable merchant in Rio, and esteemed to 
be a A’’ery rich man but his manner of living, as fai as avc 
were capable o f judging,, Avas destitute o f every kind o f com­
fort. Surrounded Avith the greatest abundance o f the neces­
saries and even luxuries o f life, he was a total stranger to any 
o f its conveniencies. He complained most grievously o f the 
oppression Avhich the inhabitants o f South America suffered 
from the mother countiy; that the monopolies, the piohibi- 
tions, and the taxes, had checked commerce, impeded agri­
culture, and destroyed the spirit o f enterprise : and he repre­
sented the dissatisfaction to haA'e become so gcneial at the 
burdens imposed on them, and the restrictions they Aveie 
oblio'ed to submit to, that he should not be suipiiiied, he
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said, if they were driven at last, like their brethren in the 
northern part o f the same continent, to shake off the yoke o f 
Portugal, and assert their independence.— But a general view 
o f the system followed by Portugal with regard to the Brazils 
I shall I'eserve for another chapter.

I
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GENERAL OBSEIIA'ATIOKS ON THE BRAZILS.

Discovery o f  the Brazils— M ode o f  colonizing the Country— Failure in the 
Attempt to convert the Natives to Christianity, and to Slavery— Negroes 
imported fro%  the Coast o f  A frica— A  Frenchman's Humanity to a Cargo o f  
Slaves— Treatment and Condition o f  Slaves in the Brazils— Advantages o f  
this Country over the JVest India Islands— Reflexions on Slavery— Discour­

aging System o f  the Portugueze with regard to the Brazils— Valuable Pro­
ductions of— Trcaty o f  Commerce between England and Portugal— Deplorable 
State o f  the Spanish Colonies— Dangerous Doctrine o f  revolutionizing South 
Ajnerica— Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, and St. Catharine's, three important 
Points on the Coast o f  B raz il-S tren g th  o f  R io, and military Force.

T he discovery o f the American islands seems to liave been 
the result o f a preconcerted enterprise, but that o f the coast 
o f Brazil -was merely accidental. 'I’he Portugueze Admiral 
Cabral, vhen conducting an expedition round the Cape o f 
Good Hope, resolved, in consec[uencc o f the calms and b a f-, 
fling winds which his predecessors had invariably experienced 
near the coast o f Africa, to try a different though circuitous 
route, by crossing the ecpiinoctial line many degrees to the 
westward o f that part o f it where hitherto it had been cus­
tomary. Having accomplished this point, and keeping his 
sails fiill with a brisk south-east trade to the southward o f the
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line, he uuexjicctedly fell in with the coast o f South America, 
about the sixteenth parallel o f latitude, where, after expe­
riencing much sc[ually weather, he discovered a tolerably 
good bay, on which, finding a safe ancliorage for his ships, 
he conferred the name of Porto Seguro; and, conformably 
to fhe custom o f those days, he called this part o f  the newly 
discovered continent Santa Cruz, or the Holy Cross. But 
his government ai’tenvards changed it to that o f Brazil, on 
account of the valuable rvood so called which, for a consider­
able time after the discovery, was the only important article 
o f  produce exported from thence to Eui'ope.

in those days, indeed, the accession o f territory, merely as 
such, was held to be onW a secondary consideration; the 
conversion o f the natives to Christianity was tlie grand and 
ostensible ob ject; and all conquests were avowedly under­
taken under this sacred banner. How far the Portugueze 
were sincere in their views o f enlaiging, by the addition o f 
Brazil, the dominion o f Christendom, may jiartly be inferred 
ii-oin the description o f people wliich they selected to be the 
settlers o f this newly ac(}uired country. All persons con­
victed o f crimes not immediately punishable with death, all 
such as were accused o f witchcraft and heresy, all kinds o f 
vagrants who had no ostensible means o f gaining their sub­
sistence, all persons who were in any Avay obnoxious to the 
church, but particularly such o f the iewish and Mahomedan 
persuasions as ivcre not in circumstances to pay for protection 
against persecution; in short all those, whom at any time it 
was deemed expedient to get rid of, were banished to the

7
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Braiiils. The Jews, against whom a pretext was seldom 
wanting when the object Avas to get at their property, and 
Avho, on all occasions, were the de\mtcd victims o f the Holy 
Inquisition, had not much reason to regret the adoption o f 
a measure which was to remove them out o f the reach o f a 
systematic persecution, and to confer on them the exercise oi 
their liberty in a new country, Avherc industry and skill could 
not fail to raise them to prosperity. Banishment was to them 
a sanctuary from injustice and rapacity. Immediately on 
their landing, they began to consider o f the most likely 
means o f ingratiating themselves with the natives, ihese un- 
suspeeting creatures, on finding themselves kindly treated, 
made no objection to the strangers occupying lands wherever 
they might chuse to fix. They even tliverted themselves at 
the folly o f the white men, avIio could leave their own coun­
try and their friends for the purpose ot digging the ground in 
a strange land, and o f rearing a few sickly plants, Avhose seeds 
they had brought with .them for the purpose, when the 
native forests o f the .Brazils yielded s})ontaneously an inex­
haustible supply o f delicious fruits.

All these people, how'cvcr, who had been considered at 
home in no other light than as the dregs oi society, found 
their condition in their new country infinitely improved. 
They had taken the precaution o f carrying witji them a icAv 
cuttings o f the sugar-cane from the island o f Madeira, to 
Avhieh place the Portugueze had already transplanted it from 
the Mediterranean ; and this valuable plant was cultivated in 
the Brazils with so much success that, from an article o f 
medicine, it became, in the course oi a few years, an object

I p
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o f luxiirj'. It seems indeed that the increased demand for 
this valuable product, in the markets o f Europe, first con­
vinced the Court o f Lisbon o f a truth to which it had hitherto 
paid little attention, namelj^ that a colony might become 
useful to the mother country, though it had neither gold, 
silver, nor diamonds in the soil.

K  1 .

So much, indeed, had the importance o f the Brazils in­
creased in the eyes o f  government that, in about fifty years 
after the discovery, it was considered to be Avorthy o f the su­
perintending care o f a Governor-General. This great man 
had scarcely set foot in the country before he contrived to 
(juarrel with the native Indians. From his own observations 
o f the gentle and tractable disposition o f these savages, which 
were corroborated by the accounts he received from the colo­
nists, he conceived, as he thought, the laudable design o f 
reducing some o f them to the condition o f slavery, and o f 
compelling others to cultivate tlie ground on such terms as 
he should prescribe. The Governor no doubt acted in con­
formity to the spirit o f his instructions; for, it m ay be ob­
served that, in all the discov'eries and concpiests o f Spain and 
Portugal, the population o f a country Avas neA’er considered 
as any criterion o f its Avealth. To reduce their numbers, by 
making them slaves, and to search for gold dust, Avere the 
first objects of their consideration. By the partial successes 
o f the Portugueze on the coast o f  Africa they Avere no doubt 
encoiuagcd to pursue a similar plan in South America; but 
the Brazilians, taking tlie alarm at such an unexpected out­
rage, determined to repel injustice by force. Their numbers 
and their courage Averc greater than Avas necessary to crush

7
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at once this iiilimt colony; and this would inevitably have 
happened, had not the interference o f some Jesuit mission­
aries, who by their persuasive and Avinning conduct had 
gained the esteem o f the natives, Avarded oil the bloAv. These 
enterprising men prevailed on that part ol the insulted na­
tives, which inhabited the sea coast, to accede to terms o f re­
conciliation with the colonists ; but many retired into the 
interior, and, notAvithstanding all the exertions of these holy 
men, could' never be induced to put further confidence in 
their European intruders.

It is a reproach but too avcII founded that, A\hcicvei 
Europeans have extended their comiuests in foreign countries, 
the numbers o f the natives have gradually diminished, neAv 
and destructive diseases have been introduced, ihcir physical 
powers have been diminished by the copious use o f poisonous 
spirits, their minds corrupted by theft and lying, their primi­
tive simplicity destroyed, their means o f subsistence lendeied 
more precarious and difficult, Avhilst they have rarely made a 
single step in the progress toAvards civil polity, or the least ad­
vancement in arts, manufactures, or morality. If the human 
mind, in every variety o f the species, was not known to b<; 
capable o f progressive improvement, the fault might be sup­
posed to rest with the rough and stubborn temper o f the un­
polished natives ; but it demands only a slight impnry into the 
modes o f treatment, Avhich in some colonists are cruel and 
outrageous, and in others zealous and intolerant, fully to ac­
count for this melancholy truth. As an instance of the 
former mode o f proceeding I have had occasion to represent 
the conduct o f the Dutch boors tOAvards the Hottentots; and
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Ihc Portuguese iu tiie Brazils afford but too striking an ex­
ample o f the latter. For aitliongli the Jesuits, in theff govern­
ment o f  Paraguay, united such a degree o f  prudence, skill, 
and pci-sevcranee, to the most consummate knowledge o f 
human nainre, as would no doubt have com])letcd the civil­
ization o f South America ; yet, other missionaries o f different 
ordeis, by an lutemperale zeal in the same cause, destroyed 
he fan- prospect o f fruit liy blighting the tree in its blossom. 

n  was an invariable ])riucij,le o f  the Jesuits to give way to 
the prevailing superstitions o f  the natives, to study and to 
eiieourage tlieir most rooted prejutlices, so as to be able, by 
iiieetiug them on their own ground when proper occasions 
ocenrred, to employ the few they might have converted, as 
.utive instruineiits for bringing about a general turn in 
favour of the grand object o f  tlieir mission. The Dominical,s, 
hcFnincscans, and the Benedictines aimed, on the contrary, 

to overturn at once every sacred superstition in the relig.o^ 
creed o f the natives, and to force upon them an unconditional 
compliance w ith the novel iloetriiies o f  their own :_doctri„es '

s t lv  b c "  ‘  simple dress couhl not pos­
sibly be understood, because they did not apply ,o  the L -

lon o savage ifc_; much less so, when involved in mystery 
and disguised m ceremony. Jhat man who thinks to cmivert

iturc state o f rcivards and punislmients, and by cndcavour- 
mg to convince him that all his time, and attention, and 
faith, must be employed to .secure the salvation o f  his soul in

wan in this, betrays a most woful ignorance o f the human 
mihd, and IS not likely to be of m ud, use in forwarding the
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cause he is sent to promote. To commence a discourse \vith 
a savage on the bliss o f his soul, o f which he has no con­
scious existence, whilst hunger, disease, and pain torment 
liis body, would be absurd and preposterous. Those have 
the better cause in hand who endeavour to render pleasure 
and profit compatible with religion, and to give the savage 
a taste of. happiness in this world, as the surest means o f 
awakening in him the desire o f extending it to the next. To 
direct his mind to ol)jects o f which he can comprehend the 
utility ; to convince him, by example, that his cpiantity o f 
hapj)iness is capable o f being extended ; to give him notions 
o f  prop(;rty, and the coniforts it is capable ot procuring ;—  
these are the more cft'ectual means

“  T o  make man mild and sociable to man,
“  T o  cultivate the wild licentious savage 
“  W ith  wisdom, discipline, and liberal arts j”

than by compelling his assent to doctrines, o f which he 
can neither comprehend the reasoning, nor tecl the benefit. 
'J'his is beginning entirely at the wrong end ; and the ob- 
.stinate adherence to such a system, by the more rigid orders 
o f Catholics in the Brazils, obliged thcm„ after the destruc­
tion o f the Jesuits, to abandon the cause altogether. The 
consequence o f which was, that the greater part o f the na­
tives are at this moment as uncivilized as, and perhaps more 
so than, when the country was first discovered.

The antipathy o f the Bi-azilians to the Portugueze is so 
great, that the Viceroy is not able, without some difficulty, 
to keep up an establishment o f twelve rowers o f the .state
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baige. Tlff'sc -vvcrc the only real natives we had an oppor­
tunity o f sc'oing during our stay o f three weeks. Their fea­
tures were not much different from those o f the Malays, 
'J'artars and Chinese. Their stature was short. They ap­
peared to be of a grave and serious disposition, seldom speak­
ing to each other, and indicating an aversion to communicate 
with strangers. They had long black hair, and the beard 
was visible only on the upper lip and under the chin. Those 
who engage in this service arc said to be so much detested by 
their countrymen, as to prevent them fi’om ever returning 
to their horde, aiiprehensive that if once in their possession 
they would certainly be put to death.*

When the Portuguese were sufficiently convinced o f the 
ineflicacy o f the attempt to reduce the Brazilians to slavery, 
or to compel them to submit to the labours o f agriculture, 
fheir next I’ccourse was to the settlements they had already 
accpiircd on the coast o f Africa for a supply o f negroes. 
A\ hole I'argocs o f these ill-fated peojile were annually trans- 
fiortcd from their native country and their connections, cut 
oft' from c\-ery hope o f returning, and doomed to toil for the 
remainder o f their days in the foreign fields o f South America. 
'I’hc number which at present is said to be annually imported 
amounts, on an average, to twenty thousand ; and as this 
demand is constant, whilst the quantity o f prorluce is sup­
posed to be little if at all increased for several }'cars past, 
there are strong grounds to suspect that at least an ecpial 
number to those imported must be destroyed every year. 
Vet these peojilc make a boast o f treating their slaves better 
than any other nation. T’hc Trench and the Dutch do the

|!i
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same ; and they all unite in asserting that the English are 
the most cruel to their slaves. People, however, are apt to 
differ in tlieir notions o f humanity, as well as on less import­
ant points ; and, Avherc the whole system is bad, the degrees 
o f atrocity may perhaps be the less discernible. Ihid as our 
countrymen are, I am still inclined to hope that few arc to 
be found amon<? them who would act, on a similar occasion, 
in the same manner as I am about to relate. An officer in 
the French armj^ having discovered that dealing in slaves 
was a more lucrative profession than fighting, was transport*, 
ing a cargo, consisting o f about three hundred, from Mosam- 
bique to the Isle o f France. They had scarcely put to sea 
when the small-pox broke out among them. On three or 
four the pustules appeared in such a manner as to leave no 
doubt as to the nature of the disease ; and about a dozen o f 
the rest were considered to be infected. As it was pietty 
evident tliat none o f the cargo had gone through the disease, 
and equally so that they could not escape infection, and as 
the chances were, in this event, that the moitality would 
greatly exceed scxkii pev cent., the slave mcichant icsolv^ed to 
throw the fifteen or sixteen infected persons immediately 
overboard. This man aftcrwai'ds wrote an account of his 
vo}'age to the East Indies, in Avhich he talks a gieat deal 
about humanity, but carefully avoids the mention o f this 
transaction. At the Cape o f Good Iloiie, however, he made 
no secret of, but assumed a degree o f merit in, what he had 
done. He knew Avell enough that the good people o f this 
settlement had proper notions on the value o f blacks. By 
the French part o f the inhabitants he was applauded for his
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great humanity, in sacrificing a few for the safety o f  the 
whole; and the Dutch admired the prudent step he liad 
taken to secure the greater jjart o f so vahialfic a property, 
l.very body applauded the conduct o f the Frenchman, but 
none seemed to pity the fate o f the poor blacks.

Whatever the pretensions o f  other nations m aybe, in re­
gard to the good treatment o f their slaves, I am inclined to 
think that the method pursued by the Portugueze planters o f 
the Brazils is far from being the worst. The master expects 
rom the slave a certain (juantity o f labour in the week, which 

IS calculated to be sufficient to employ four days o f moderate 
application : the other two are for himself; but out o f the pro­
ceeds o f the labour o f these two days he must clothe and 
ced himself for the whole week. By such a system the lash 

of the whip is unnecessary; the master is at no cxpence be­
yond the first cost, which is about twenty pounds; and the 
slave, by the surplus produce o f the labour bestowed on his 
own account, is frequently enabled to lay by a sufficient sum 
to purchase his freedom. Those who are doomed to work at 
the mines experience worse treatment than such as are cm- 
Ihoyed in domestic purposes, or in agriculture. The tempta­
tion to secrete small diamonds has sometimes induced the 
slaves to swallow them. Whenover the labour o f  the 
< ay has not been usually productive, or any other cause o f  
suspicion arises that such may have been the case, they are 
pu oi a ceitain time m close confinement, and a strong dose 
o ,pccacm,„l.a ,s administered. I f  tins should not produce

desired effect, tl,e next step is to ply them, like the pearl
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fishers o f Ceylon, with powerful cathartics, till the poor 
creatures are nearly exhausted ; and this happens very often 
when they are perfectly innocent.

Tlie condition o f the field slaves in the Brazils is preferable 
even to those employed for domestic purposes in the towns ; 
the latter being ill fed, having one holiday only in the week, 
and not capable o f earning much by his labour. But I am far 
from thinking, with all the advantages o f a fine climate and a 
productive soil, that the condition even o f the field slaves is 
e()uaily comfortable to that o f the labouring peasantry o f Europe, 
which some o f the advocates for the continuance o f slavery 
boldly assert to be the c.ase in the West India islands. The 
mind o f a labouring free man goes with his work, and directs 
him both as to the quantity expedient to be done, and the man­
ner o f doing it ; it he should be coutrouled in these lespects, he 
is at liberty to leave his employer, and engage with another. 
But the West India slave is not only compelled as to the (juan- 
tity o f labour to be done, but as to the mode also in which he 
must do it. Every action and every moment o f his life put him 
in mind o f his unfortunate condition ; he must woi k, mo\ c, speak, 
cat, sleep, and exert, in short, every action and energy, both 
o f body and soul, to the will and caprice o f his ownei. So, 
say the anti-abolitionists, must an English apprentice. This 
is not a fair comparison. The apprentice nine times out o f 
ten makes his choice of, and voluntarily enters into, some 
trade or profession, under a consciousness o f the advantages 
which in all probability he will hereafter derive from it. He 
looks forward to the termination o f his servitude with sensa­
tions o f pleasure, exulting perhaps in the idea that the day is
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not far distant Avhen he may become -tlie comfort and support 
o f his aged parents. Jhit what is the prospect o f the unfor­
tunate African ? Eternal separation from his dearest friends ; 
endless slaveiy; severe labour; treatment more cruel, and 
neglect more pointed, as age and infirmities shall have made 
him less valuable to his owner.

I.l

I ’lie slave o f the Brazils has many advantages over the 
slave o f the \̂hist India islands. The climate o f the former 
is infinitely superior to that o f the latter, and the seasons o f 
planting and o f reaping arc o f longer duration. The owner 
o f a sugar plantation in the AVest Indies has but a short 
period allowed him during the rains to get his canes into the 
ground. Equally short is the season o f reaping them. I f  
the canes are not ent down when fully ripe, the juice eva- 
[lorates and they turn to wood ; if they arc ent down and 
not immediately pressed, the Juice begins to ferment, and is 
fit only to be converted by distillation into rum. At these 
seasons, therefore, and particulaVly in the latter, every hand 
that can work, however feebly, is o f importance to the 
planter; and the urgent demand for labour sometimes makes 
him wholly insensible to acts o f inhumanity, which, perhaps, 
at other times, might appear to him in their true light, and 
as odious and atrocious in the extreme. Ĵ'his is not the case 
in the Brazils. 'J he season o f  jilanting, on account o f the 
longer continuance o f min, is at least two months longer here 
than in the Best Indies; and the gradual ripening o f the 
plants protracted in the same proportion. It is not therefore 
found to be necessary here, as is the*case in our colonies, to 
drive the slaves to work with the crack or the lash o f ’the
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whip, or to regulate the stroke o f the bill or the hoe by the/' 
measure o f a forced song.

The number, however, o f African negroes that are annually 
imported into the Brazils affords a presumptive proof that 
here, as well as in the A\est Indies, it suits the interest o f the 
planter to purchase new slaves in preference to the rearing o f 
young ones, by allowing that degree o f parental attention on 
the part o f the mother, whieh a state ot helpless inianey ne- 
ccssarilv recpiires. It is in vain to tell us that the condition 
o f the African negro is mediorated in the colonies, when a 
constant imjiortation is required to keep up their numbers. 
But even adinittino- that their situation was improved by ao ■
passage across the Atlantic, by what rule o f right do ive as­
sume to ourselves the power o f compelling people to be 
happy contrary to their wishes ? 'fhe advocates for the con­
tinuance o f the trade, that is to say, the slave merchants and 
the planters, being driven from all their former grounds ot 
argument, liavc ingeniously called in the negroes themselves 
to answer the question, and to oppose the abolition. Our 
master’s estate, say the negroes, must produce so much sugar, tor 
which purpose so many new negroes are annually purchased; 
but if the trade be put an end to, and the same quantity o f 
canes must be planted, the old negroes will be obliged to do 
the whole work themselves: it, therefore, you do not con­
tinue to import, we shall use our endeavour not to continue 
any longer your slaves.— It reciuired some ingenuity to in­
vent any new argument in favour o f the continuance o f the 
trade, when the question had been so long and so ably dis­
cussed. Its advocates, however, seem to be driven to the
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wall, wjien they find it necessary to call in the aid o f  slaves to 
support the cause o f slavery ; but drowning men will catch at 
straws.

It has ircquently been contended that the mind o f  the 
negro is neither as susceptible nor as retentive o f im­
pressions as that o f Europeans; and that we ought not, 
therefore, to measure their feelings by our own. The validity 
o f such an opinion may very fairly be called in question, and 
tlie point considered as yet undecided whether, among the 
ditfercnt varieties o f the human sjiecies, where organiiiation is 
equally perfect and circumstances similar, the mental fiiculties 
in each o f them may not be capable o f  exerting an equal de­
gree of energy ? The sudden emancipation o f near half a 
nulhon in St. Domingo forms a new æra in the history o f  man. 
which, m the course o f  a few years, will throw more light on 
the true character o f  the blacks than as many centuries have 
hitherto done. The enormities committed by Dessalines are 
not to be considered as a criterion by which that character is 
to be estimated. I f  that Black power which, after sufiering 
every horrid calamity that perfidy and brutality could inflict 
wrested at length one o f the most fertile countries in the 
world out of the hands o f its inhuman oppressors, and broke 
the chains o f Gallic tyranny, should have been able to com­
mand Its banper and act with moderation, which, had the 
viiUious loussamt escaped the fangs , o f Buonaparte, would 
piobably have been the case ; - i f ,  in the progress o f  its glo- 
runis struggle for Ijberty, it should have been fortunate enough 
o avoid those horrors which stained the French subversion,

( VI not call It by the respectable name o f  revolution,)

f
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Iiow much superior ivould they have risen in wisdom and hu­
manity to their late masters, whom they hav e ceitainly not ex­
ceeded either in atrocity or in folly ! Such a conduct, howevei, 
could hardly be expected. The first burst of enthusiasm, 
from chains and dark ignorance to the all-cheermg ray ot 
liberty, is a trying moment; it is a change pregnant with in­
finite danger. The civilized French have no excuse for tiie 
many horrid enormities committed by them in the most 
wanton and unprovoked manner. The savage blacks, not 
insensible o f the horrors which have attended their emancipa­
tion, proclaim to all the world the reasons which compelled 
them to acts o f cruelty. “  If,” says Dessalines, “  any inno- 
“  cent persons have perished, their blood will fall on his 
“  (Buonaparte’s) head ; because, had his barbarous brother- 
“  in-law, Le Cl ere, never landed in this island, all the white 
“  inhabitants would yet have . been alive, 60,000 black 
“  citizens fewer murdered, and 30,000 o f Ids armed slaves 
“  would not have breathed their last in tins climate. It was 
“  his avarice, ambition, atrocity, and treachery, that aroused 
“  our greatly oppressed and injured children, and separatcu 
“  uŝ  for ever from the mother country.”

The new character, which the blacks have lately assumed 
in St. Domingo, cannot fail o f being contemplated with a 
lively interest by their brethren in the W est India islands, 
and o f greatly influencing their future conduct. W hat the 
event o f it lAay turn out is at present beyond all human cal­
culation. I ’he danger, however, which threatens to disturb 
the peace o f our colonics is not less certain, whether they as-
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sume a regular government, or iall into a. state o f general 
anai-eliy. In the former case, they will use every endeavour 
to set the rest o f their brethren free ; and, in the latter, the 
thirst o f plunder, and aversion for labour, will drive them to 
predatoiy excursions on llse neighbouring islands, where the 
slaves will be but too ready to join tlicm. Whatever tiic line 
o f conduct may be which they eventually shall adopt, to 
bring them back to slavery would be a task that all the 
legions o f Buonaparte can never accomplish. The secret 
spell, that caused the negro to tremble  ̂at the presence o f the 
white man, is in a great degree dissolved; the sujiposed su­
periority, by which a hundred o f the former were kept in awe 
and submission by one o f the latter, is no longer acknow­
ledged ; the mind has broken its fetters Avith those o f the 
body, and freedom o f thought has produced energy o f action.

I f  it should unfortunately happen that our colonics in the 
West Indies may ultimately be involved in the fate o f St. 
Domingo, a considerable mass o f property Avill no doubt be 
lost to this country; but, at the same time, it cannot well be 
denied that this loss Avould be productive o f a most important 
saving to the state, by the number o f British subjects avIio, 
in their removal to a better climate, Avould escape a prema­
ture death, d’he most valuable productions o f the W êst India 
islands Averc originally transplanted from the East, Avhere the 
labour of slaA'es is not required, nor any extraordinary Avaste 
o f Euiopeans occasioned. To this source Ave may again re­
cur, and India and China ma}  ̂ eventually prove the great 
sheet anchors of our commercial prosperity.

7
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The min o f the West India islands, it is to be. leafed, would 
equally affect the tranquillity o f those coloines on tl;e conli- 
ncnt.of South America, in the possession ot the .liUglish aiu 
the Dutch, which would tend in a \cvy material degree to 
enhance the value o f the possessions o f Siram and hortugal 
on the same continent. ' But the restrictions, the exactions, 
and the monopolies, under which the settlements o f these two 
powers are oppressed, and the total want o f eiieig} in t le 
inhabitants, which necessarily results Irom such a system, are so
many invincible barriers against any improvementwhicirtavour-
able circumstances might otlierwise suggest, lew  countries a - 
ford so great a number or so great a variety ol valuable pro-  ̂
ductions as the Brazils. Beside the articles described m the 
eight paintings, which I took notice o f in a former chaptcr,^tlie 
country produces an inexhaustible supply of the finest timber, 
suitable for all the puiqioses o f civil and naval arclntectmc , 
but the cutting and disposing o f it is a monop.oly o f the 
Crown. The first object o f every man, who oblums^a grant 
o f woodland, is to destroy the best trees as fast as lie can ; 
because he is not only forbidden to send them to market, but 
may have the additional mortification o f being obhgctl to en­
tertain the King’s surveyor, whenever he thinks fit to pay hinv 
a visit, with a numerous retinue, for the purpose o f lellmg t .e 
timber, which he as owner o f tiic estate has not the iiower to 
prevent. Yet, notwithstanding this discouraging monopoly, 
tooether with the difficulty o f transport on account ot the 
badness o f the roads, ajul the scarcity o f shipwrights, very 
hue vessels, equal in size to an English 74 gun ship, have 
been constructed at Bahia or St. Salvador, and sent afloat, 
at the expence o f about fifteen.or sixteen pounds a ton, wine r



ia England would have cost from twenty-four to thirty-four 
pounds a ton.

heat, barley, Guinea corn, millet and all the European 
and tropical grains are produced in the greatest abundance; 
and all species o f  provisions and supplies for victualling and 
storing ships, and fitting them out for actual service at sea, 
are procurable at moderate rates in almost all the ports o f the 
Brazils. At Rio de Janeiro alone a navy might be built, 
equipped, and fitted with every necessary for a sea voyage, 
sutllcient to command the navigation o f the Southern Atlantic; 
and the fisheries, by proper encouragement, would create a. 
never-failing supply o f seamen. Both the black whale and 
the spermaceti are plentiful on every part o f the coast.

In addition to the timber for naval purposes, which every 
wheic abounds, the forests o f the Brazils supply a number o f 
valuable woods for dyeing, as the Ccesalpinea BraziUensis or 
Brasilletta, the H am afozjjlum  Cam pechiam im  or logwood, and 
the M orn s tinctoria  or fustic wood, all o f which, however, 
arc royal monopolies. O f medicinal plants they have the 
bark, the jalap, the ipecacuanha root, the palma Christi, 
and many others too numerous to mention, with a great 
variety o f odoriferous plants, and trees that yield turpentine, 
gums, and resins. Tobacco and pepper may be cultivated 
to any extent, and the fields and the forests afford an inex­
haustible supply o f wax and honey. The tropical fruits o f 
every description, whether o f the eastern or western hemi­
sphere, are good in ipiality and abundantly plentiful. The 
oianges, pine apples, and mangoes arc exquisite. All kinds
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o f vegetables, but especially sweet potatoes, yams, melons, 
brinjals, and cucumbers, are plentiful and cheap, as indeed 
are provisions o f every description. There is also an excellent 
fish market, Avell supplied every morning with a great variety 
o f  fish that are caught in the harbour.

The fertile and extensive plains o f South America abound 
with innumerable herds o f horses and horned cattle ; but the 
richness o f the soil, and its total ŵ ant o f culture, produce only 
such grasses as are too coarse, and their juices too acrid, for 
the sustenance o f sheep. Oxen even do not thrive upon them, 
without the occasional use o f salt; and as the exclusive privi­
lege o f importing this article, essential for the preservation both 
o f man and beast, from the islands o f Sal and Mayo, is farmed 
out as a monopoly o f the Crown, it is necessarily sold at an 
extravagant price, and is frequently not to be purchased on 
any terms. The salt that w’ould be required to preserve the 
carcase o f  an ox costs in general about thrice as much as the 
whole animal. Y et there is no w-ant o f salt on the coast o f 
Brazil, if  the inhabitants were permitted to manufacture it. 
Wherever it is made with facility, or deposited by spontaneous 
evaporation, it is immediately claimed as the exclusive right 
o f tlie Crown, w'hich, however, has condescended to bestow' a 
remarkable indulgence to the inhabitants o f certain parts o f the 
sea-coast, by allowing them to collect, for their ow'n use, 
what nature has spontaneously throw'u in their w ay; but 
they are forbidden, in the most positive terms, to carry a 
single grain o f it either to St. Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, or 
any o f the principal governments o f the ]3razils. The n)ono- 
poly o f salt is estimated to produce to the Crowm o f Portugal 
about 15,000/. a year. Thus, for the sake o f realizing so
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pitiful a sum, thousands o f cattle are suffered to perish, the 
carcases o f  such as are slaughtered, for the sake o f the hides 
only, to be thrown awa}% the fisheiies on the coast arc 
checked, and in a great degree rendered useless, and one 
great source o f commerce and navigation entirely dried up. 
At Rio the price o f a moderate sized ox is not more than 
twenty shillings, and in the interior only from five to ten 
shillings. In fact, the hide is considered as the only valuable 
part, and the carcase is left to the tyger or the panther, the 
eagle, the condor, and such other birds and beasts o f prey as 
abound in the country. The condition o f the graziers in the 
Brazils appears to be pretty much the same as that o f the 
Dutch boors at the Cape o f Good Hope. Rich in the 
possession o f thousands o f  cattle, they are deficient in 
every comfort o f life ; without society, without clothing, 
and Avithout decent habitations. They are even Averse 
than the Dutch boors, for these can move about in their 
covered Avaggons over their barren heaths, but in the fer­
tile and Avcll-Avooded regions o f  South Amei’ica there are 
yet no roads that Avill admit the convenience o f  a Avhecl
carnage.C5

I n  a ll t h e  m e a s u r e s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  P o r t u g u e z e  g o \ r c r n -  

m e n t ,  Avith r e g a r d  t o  its  c o l o n i e s ,  t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  b e  a  s y s t e m  

o t  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  A v h ich  c a n n o t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  o n  a n y  p r i n ­

c i p l e  o f  p o l i c y ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  A v h ich  is  f o u n d e d  o n  a n  a p p r e ­

h e n s io n  le s t ,  b y  t o o  m u c h  p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e y  m i g h t  f e e l  d i s -  

j i o s e d  t o  m a k e  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  A vh ich  s o o n e r  o r  

la t e r  Avill c e r t a in ly  b e  t h e  c a s e  Avith t h e  B r a z i l ia n s .  'I ’h e  

C o u r t  o f  L i s b o n ,  f o r  in s t a n c e ,  n o  s o o n e r  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

s u g a r s  c o u l d  b e  r a is e d  in  a n y  q u a n t i t y ,  a n d  a f f o r d e d  in  t h e
7



T H E  B R A Z I L S . 123

markets o f Europe at reasonable prices, than it thought pro­
per to impose on tliein an export duty o f 20 p er  cen t., v/hich 
operated as an immediate check on the growth o f this article. 
When the cultivation o f the Indigo plant had been consider­
ably extended, and the preparation sufficiently understood, 
so as to enable the colonists to meet their competitors in the 
markets o f Europe, this article was assumed as a royal mono­
poly. Among the valuable plants, whose cultivation if not 

was at least allowed, is the cotton shiub. 
Large cargoes o f raw cotton wool, consigned to the merchants 
o f Lisbon, found their way into the manufacturing markets 
o f Europe. Unluckily for the colonists, the warehouses of 
Lisbon were idled with this article at the very moment when 
Portugal submitted to ncgociate with France for the price of 
its neutrality. N ot having money to offer, the lapacious 
agent o f France proposed to take merchandize. The cotton 
from the Brazils was pointed out for this purpose; and the 
Portugueze government directed it to be delivered to the oidei 
o f  the French, Avithout any stipulation as to the price or time 
o f  payment. The growlers m the Brazils Avere of com sc dis­
gusted Avith such a proceeding, and Avill be cautious in futiiie 
hoAv they consign any more o f this article to the meichants 
o f Lisbon. The exclusive privilege o f collecting gold dust 
and diamonds is formed out as a monopoly o f the Crown, 
which gains, however, quite as little by this assumed right as 
the colonists lose by the restriction.

T h e  s a m e  s p i r i t  o f  d i s c o u r a g e m e n t  A vh ich  r e fu s e s  t h e m  t h e  

f r e e  u s e  o f  s a l t ,  t h o u g h  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  p r o d u c t  o f  n a t u r e ,  h a s  

p o s i t i v e l y  f o r b i d d e n  t h e m  t o  m a k e  a n y  w in e  e v e n  f o r  t h e ir

a 2
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own ronsmnpiioji. It lias indeed been pretended bj  ̂some, 
and believed b j  many, that the grapes which are produced 
m North or South America are totally unfit for the making 
of uine; but the people o f Ilio de Janeiro are sufficiently 
convinced of the contrary, and consider the prohibition as 
not one of the least grievances under which they labour. I'he 
grapes here arc remarkably large and juicy, and it is too ab­
surd to suppose for a moment that good grapes will not make 
good wine. A  much better reason may be assigned for the 
cause o f this restriction. The Portugal Company, as it is 
usually called, pays to the Crown an annual sum for the 
IM’ivilcge o f  the monopoly; and the consequence o f  this is 
that a bottle o f good port wine costs in the sea-port towns o f 
the Prazils a dollar, and in the interior not less than two 
dollars. 'I'hat the fat soils o f America are too heavy for a 
succulent plant, which Avill vegetate freely in dry sand or 
rubbish, may be easily conceived; but that the vine should 
n o t  grow as well in America as in th e  barren soils o f  the 
■siand of Madeira or the Cape o f  Good Hope, if  planted in 
proper situations, is loo absurd to be mentioned. I shall be 
told, perhaps, on high authority, that not only plants but 
men and brute animals have been found to degenerate, on 
bemg^transplanted to America. I f  the fact were true, wliich 
n.ay fairly be questioned, even this will admit o f an explana­
tion on very simple and.natural jn-inciples. The most un­
healthy countries are those where cultivation has been least 
extended, and where the exuberant products o f a fertile soil 
nnd a warm climate have been left to a spontaneous decom- 
posi ion on the surface by the putrefiictive fermentation, 

ic mep iitic vapour, or hydro-carbonous gas, perpetually
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forming under such circumstances, is not only noxious to 
animal life, but in man}’' instances destructive of it. The 
myriads o f insects that are engendered in the woods and 
mtirshes o f a -warm climate arc a constant torment. Jn fact, 
the life o f man, in such situations, is so much occui)ied in 
IDi’oviding against annoyances, that he has little time or in­
clination to exert his faculties. I f  then energy o f mind may 
be allowed to have any relation to ease o f body, and the con­
nection will hardly be disputed, it is not a matter ol surprize 
that men o f genius have hitherto rarely appeared in America. 
I have no notion, for my own part, ridiculous as it may ap­
pear to those who have never travelled beyond the temperate 
regions o f Europe, how any man can think to the purpose, 
even while a little mosquito, insignificant as it is, shall be 
humming in his ear.

Neither man nor quadrupeds can be said to thrive well, or 
to enjoy an apparent vigour o f health, in the neighbourhood 
o f Rio dc Jancii’O. During the season of rains, and for a 
month or six weeks afterwards, dysenteries and intermittent 
fevers are almost universal. All the hills behind the town, 
the numerous islands in the harbour, and every part of its 
shores, arc covered Avith forests, interspersed with uncultivated 
plains and tracts o f marshy ground, where a constant process 
o f decay, and the reproduction o f rank grass and sedges, fiu- 
nish the materials o f a constant fermentation.

Notwithstanding the vexations, restrictions, and monopo­
lies, Avhich the Portugueze government has imposed on the 
trade and productions o f its colonics in South America, so
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considerable has o f late }'ears been the v'alue o f their exports, 
and so niggardly arc the European supplies furnished by the 
mother country, that they draw an annual balance in hard 
specie o f at least half a million sterling, by means o f a clan­
destine trade with English whalers, Americans, and the ships 
o f  other nations, which find it convenient to take off their 
hands their surplus produce. This money is mostly sunk in 
the purchase o f slaves, twenty thousand o f Avhom, as I have 
already stated, are annually imported, o f which, at the mo­
derate rate of twentj'  ̂ pounds a-hcad, the cost is 400,000/.

Most o f the woollen, linen, and cotton cloths, consumed 
in the Brazils, are o f British manufacture ; and the greater 
part o f coarse Indian goods used by them have also been sup­
plied from London, through Lisbon, except such as are 
thrown in direct from the former by clandestine means. For 
all ^ esc supplies, however, they have valuable products to 
give in return, if their government would only allow them the 
benefit o f a free trade. In many o f the Spanish dominions 
on the same continent this is not the case. On the western 
coast they have little produce to part with except specie, 
Avhich they liberally exchange with our adventurers in return 
for the necessaries of life. In this manner a small portion o f 
the silver dug out o f the mines o f  Potosi finds its way direct to 
the Ihames. And in addition to the balance wdiich the Por- 
tugueze settlements in the Brazils draw in specie from Europe 
and Korth America, they receive perhaps an ccpxal sum from 
supplying the Spanish settlements, through Rio de la Plata, not 
only Avith various articles o f their oavu production, but a con­
siderable quantity of European manufactures, all o f which

pi
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are conveyed by smugglers from Bahia, lUo de Janeiro and 
St. Catharine s to Monte Video. It is not easy to calculate 
what the price, to the real consumer, w ôuld be of English 
broad cloth, sent from London to Lisbon, from Lisbon to the 
Brazils, and thence to the Spanish colonies ; but high as it 
must necessarily be, the inhabitants o f these colonies w ould 
be exceedingly glad to obtain ten times the cpiantity at the 
same rate.

Eeŵ  o f the Brazilian colonists entertain the idea o f ever 
returning to Portugal. Their condition in South xVmcrica is 
very different from that o f our countrymen in foreign settle­
ments. These exert their utmost energy to amass a fortune, 
in the hope o f enjoying it at home ; while those sec as little 
prospect o f returning to Europe with the means o f a comfort­
able subsistence as a convict can expect to return with a for­
tune from Botany Bay. Even the military officers, whose 
turn o f duty requires their being sent to the Brazils, seldom 
if ever return. Being kept beyond their time o f service, 
they arc induced to marry, beget a progeny, and settle 
in the country; thus losing sight in a great degree of the 
mother country, and naturally becoming less indisposed to 
separate from it. Some of the leading men spoke very freely 
on this subject when we were there, and I should conclude 
that circumstances have not changed much in favour of the 
government since that time. There is little doubt that a man 
o f skill, o f spirit and reputation, might at this moment easily 
spur them on to declare their independence. Still, however, 
I am inclined to believe that one o f their own countryinen 
from Europe would be more acceptable as a chief than eithei
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a colonist or a foreigner. The bulk o f  the people are at­
tached to the name o f their country, their religion, and their 
language; and I am persuaded that if the Court o f Portugal 
had sufficient energy and activity to transplant itself to the 
Brazils, as ivas once intended when the Spaniards invaded 
them, a mighty and brilliant empire might speedily be created 
in South America, to counterpoise the growing power o f the 
United States in the northern part o f that continent. The 
former possesses many advantages over the latter; in fertility 
o f soil, in the value o f its productions, in climate, and in geo- 
giaphical position, eminently favourable for communication 
and commerce Avith every nation o f the civilized Avorld.

11 A  change in the government o f  the Brazils, ivliether ef­
fected by themselves or by a foreign power, necessarily implies 
a change in the present condition o f Portugal, against Avhich, 
indeed, she has little security, Avhenever it may suit the 
caprice or the convenience o f  that despotic poAver Avhich has 
so4ong been suffered to overawe the petty states o f  Euj-ope.' 
Such an event, it cannot be denied, AV'Ould be attended Avith 
a temporary check to certain branches o f the commerce and 
manufactures o f England, but not perhaps Avith that serious 
injury Avhich mercantile men seem to apprehend. There is a 
prejudice in favour o f the trade with Portugal. The treaty , 
between this country and England has stood the test o f seve­
ral reigns, and is so far entitled to respect; but, in these days 
o f superior knowledge and imjnovemeut, I have heard its 
Avisdom and its policy strongly called in question. By the 
terms ot the treaty Ave are to admit the Avines o f  Portugal to 
an entry in our ports at tAVO-thirds o f the duties levied on the
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im p o r t a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  w in e s ,  in  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  P o r t u g a l  a d ­

m i t t i n g  o u r  w o o l l e n  c l o t h s ,  n o t  a s  w e  d o  t h e ir  w in e s  a t  a  

r e d u c e d  d u t y ,  b u t  j u s t  o n  t h e  s a m e  t e r m s  a s  w o o l l e n  c l o t h s  

a r e  d d m i t t e d  b y  t h e m  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r y .  I t  is  c o n ­

t e n d e d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  b y  th is  t r e a t y  Ave h a v e  c o n c e d e d  t o  

P o r t u g a l  a  d e c i d e d  a d v a n t a g e ,  A v ith o u t r e c e i v i n g  t h e  le a s t  c o n ­

s i d e r a t i o n  in  r e t u r n  ; a n d  t h a t  t o o  in  t a k in g  o f f  h e r  h a n d s  a n  

a r t i c l e  A v h ich  n o  n a t i o n  o n  e a r t h  A v ou ld  c o n s e n t  t o  t a k e  e x c e p t  

E n g l a n d ,  w h i l s t  o u r  m a n u f a c t u r e s  a r e  s a le a b le  in ,  a n d  a c ­

c e p t a b l e  t o ,  a l l  n a t i o n s .  V io A v in g  i t  in  th is  l i g h t  i t  A vou ld  

c e r t a in ly  a p p e a r  t h a t ,  n o tA v it h s ta n d in g  t h e  b o a s t e d  A v isd o m  

o f  o u r  a n c e s t o r s ,  t h e  P o r t u g u e z e  h a d  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  in  t h e

framing o f this treaty.
 ̂ *

T h e  t r a d e ,  h o A v e v e r , t h o u g h  e v e r y  Avay a g a in s t  u s , is  n e v e r ­

t h e le s s  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  E n g l a n d ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  it s  d e ­

m a n d  f o r  o u r  m a n u f a c t u r e s  a n d  p r o d u c e ,  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

s h i p p i n g  i t  e m p l o y s ,  a n d  o f  t h e  v e r y  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u m  A vh ich  

i t  b r in g s  in  a i d  o f  t h e  r e v e n u e .  T h e  fo l lo A v in g  s k e t c h  is  n o t  

o f f e r e d  a s  a n  a c c u r a t e  s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  i t  m a y  b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  

p r e t t y  n e a r ly  t h e  t r u t h .

The quantity o f Avine shipped at Oporto for Great 
Britain and her colonies is estimated at 60,000 
pipes, Avhich at 25/. average price amounts to £ .  1,500,000 

From i.isbon and other ports, 12,000 at 12 /. 144,000
From Madeira, 12,000 at 30/. per pipe - 360,000
Fruit, preserves, &c. - - " 46,000

Amount £ .  2,050,000
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Amount brought forward £ .  2,050,000 
Woollens, linens, India and Scotch muslins, iron 

ware, and other articles, the growth and manu­
facture o f Great Britain and her colonies, ex- • 
ported to Portugal - _ .  1,550,000

Balance against England £ .  500,000

And if Ave suppose that o f the 84,000 pipes o f wine ex­
ported from Portugal and Madeira 60,000 only pay duties 
and excise in Great Britain, which is making an ample al­
lowance for the colonies, the sum raised as iwenue at 501. 
per pipe, Avhich is less than it actually is, Avill amount to 
3,000,0001. sterling.

A d m i t t i n g  t h e n  t h a t  P o r t u g a l  m a y  e v e n t u a l l y  s h a r e  t h e  

s a m e  f a t e  a s  S p a in ,  t h is  s o u r c e  o f  c o m m e r c e  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  

b e  d r ie d  u p ; a n d  i t  m a y  b e  a s k e d ,  in  A vhat n e w  c h a n n e l s  Avill 

i t  t h e n  f l o w  ? W o u l d  t h e  A v h ole  B r a z i i s ,  i f  e v e n  in  o u r  p o s s e s ­

s i o n ,  t a k e  in  m a n u f a c t u r e s  a n d  p r o d u c e  a n  e q u i v a l e n t  f o r  

Avhat Ave s h o u l d  l o s e  b y  t h e  lo s s  o f  o u r  t r a d e  AAuth P o r t u g a l ,  

a n d  a f f o r d  u s  r e t u r n  c a r g o e s  o f  e q u a l  v a lu e ,  a n d  A vh ich  A v ou ld  

c o n t r i b u t e  a n  e q u a l  s u m  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  ? I n  

t h e ir  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n ,  I h a v e  n o  h e s i t a t i o n  in  s a y i n g ,  t h e y  

c e r t a in ly  avouUI n o t ;  b u t ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  I haA^e l i t t le  

d o u b t  t h a t  b y  r e m o v i n g  t h e  o b s t a c l e s  t h a t  h a v e  i m p e d e d  c u l ­

t i v a t i o n ,  a b o l i s h i n g  m o n o p o l i e s ,  r e d u c i n g  t h e  i m p o l i t i c  d u t ie s  

o n  e x p o r t s ,  a n d  o p e n i n g  a  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b y  g o o d  r o a d s  

b e tA v e e n  t h e  p r in c ip a l  p o r t s  a n d  t h e  in t e r i o r  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  t h e y  

A v ou ld  n o t  o n l y  in  a  f e w  y e a r s  c o n s u m e  m o r e  t h a n  P o r t u g a l
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now takes from us, but would be able to meet the value of 
supplies sent out to them in the important articles o f coffee, 
cocoa, cotton, indigo, sugar, drugs, timber, and other com­
modities, which b j  proper encouragement might be produced 
to any extent. Nor rvould the revenue be any great sufferer. 
The deficit in duties rvould be more than made up by the 
wines o f Portugal, wdiich, like those o f I'rance, would still 
find their way into England, and the more readily since no 
other nation w'ould take them off her hands on any terms. 
Commerce, like water, will abvaN's find its own level. Ihc 
stream may flow in different channels wdth different degrees of 
rapidity, and may be diverted by various obstac-Ies from a 
direct course, but it will ultimately succeed in working out 
a passage, and find its way to the great reservoir which is 
destined to receive it. That nation which commands the 
ocean can at all times direct the commerce o f the world. ^

I f  an V material change should be effected in the govern- 
inent o f the Portuguese possessions in South America, tlie 
Spanish colonies would soon be induced to follow the ex­
ample. These, in fact, arc still more oppressed than the 
other, or at least more effectually debarred from the means o f 
procuring the comforts o f life,' in the midst o f all their gold 
and silver. It may be true, what I have heard asserted, that 
eight hundred London built carriages roll the streets ol 
Alexico, but it is also true that eight millions o f people, which 
is the least calculation the Spanish colonies arc supposed to 
contain, may almost be literally said to go naked for want o f 
clothing. Our South Sea whalers are well arvare o f the value 
o f tliis article, and few of them, which arc intended to double

s 2
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Cape Horn, leave this country without taking on board a 
supply o f  Monmouth-Street clothing, on which the least 
profit they calculate is 800 p er  cen t. In fact, as I before 
observed, they have little or nothing but money, and as the 
government o f Spain will neither supply them itself with the 
conveniencies o f life, nor suffer other powers to do it, they 
must either pay extravagantly for what they can obtain clan­
destinely, or quietly submit to the scanty provision which a 
country withoiit agriculture and without manufactures is 
capable o f aftbrding. I f  tlie gold and silver mines o f South 
America have contributed so little to the comfort and happi­
ness o f the colonist, there is but too good reason for believing 
they have been equally detrimental to the Court o f Spain, 
and injurious to the Spanish character. The advice Avhich 
the Latin poet has put into the mouth o f  Juno, with regard
to Rome, is but too applicable to Spain and its colonics in 
South America.

«  Aurum irrepertum, et sic melius situm,
“  Quum terra celat, spernere fortior,

«  Quam cogere humanos in usus 
“  Omne sacrum rapiente dextra.”

“  Let her the golden mine despise ;
“  For deep in earth it better lies,

“  Than when by hands profane, from nature’s store,
“  T o  human use compell’d, flames forth the sacred ore.”

"W hatever step the Coui’t o f  Portugal may be compelled to 
take in the present critical juncture, it will behove England 
to keep a watchful eye on its colonies, and especially those 
o f the Brazils. A '̂erc the French once suffered to get posses-



sion o f Rio de Janeiro, the natural strength o f the country is 
so commanding, and the advantages it possesses so import­
ant, that it would be no easy matter to drive them out o f it 
b}'' force, or prevail on them to c[uit it by treat3̂  I am not 
sure also that, next to one ot the royal iamily o f Portugal, 
French interest might not preponderate in the interior o f the 
country, where the descendants o f the French Jesuits are not 
unmindful o f their origin, and with whom the restoration o f
the order would be attended with no small degree o f influence.
And although in the sea-port towns the trading part o f the na­
tion might feel it their interest to throw themselves under the 
protection o f the English flag, thinking b}̂  such a change to 

' acijuire a free and unrestrained commerce; y'Ct such is the 
sway which the priesthood possesses over the lait}g that the 
difflcultics are immense which a Protestant govei'nment would 
have to encounter. It is probable also that the present im­
becile goAi'crnment o f Portugal may be compelled to couit an 
alliance with Franc;e, though the result must inevitably be 
ruinous to her present declining trade and to her colonies.

It has been a sort o f popular speculation, that the present 
war would be the means o f revolutionizing South America. 
Those whose expectiitions are sanguine on this point have not 
perhaps sufficiently examined the situation of the colonists. 
Revolutions in states, Avhere each individual has some intciest 
in their welfare, are not eftcctcd without the most seiious 
calamities; what then must the consequences be in a countiy 
where the number o f slaves exceeds the i)roprietors o f the soil 
in at least a tenfold proportion, the former o f whom would desire 
nothing more earnestly than an opportunitv oi getting lid of
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tlK.'ir masters ? The horrors attending such a revolution wo\iId 
most infalliby not be less enormous than those which dis­
graced the revolution o f St. Domingo. In promoting such 
revolutions I trust England will never be concerned, being 
fully convinced that however much South America mia;ht 
gain by a ([uiet change o f masters, she would very soon bo 
tlirown back into a state o f barbarism by revolutions.

l o r  t h e  s e c u r i t y  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  t r a d e  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  o f  I l i o  d e  J a n e i r o  is  e m i n e n t l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s ,  a n d  

t h e  h a r b o u r  is w e l l  s u i t e d  f o r  e v e r y  n a v a l  p u r p o s e ; a n d  

t h o u g h  i t  s e e m s  t o  b e  c a p a b l e  o f  a n  e a s y  d e f e n c e ,  y e t  i t  

s c a r c e l y  c a n  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  p e r f e c t l y . s e c u r e ,  u n le s s  t h e  < 

s a m e  p oA v er  h a s  p o s s e s s io n  a l s o  o f  t h e  A vindA vard p o r t  o f  

I ja h ia  o r  S t .  S a lv a d o r  t o  t h e  n o r t liA v a r d . T h i s  p o r t  is  s a id  

t o  a f f o r d  s u p e r i o r  a d A 'a n ta g e s  f o r  a  n a v a l  a r s e n a l  a n d  d o c k -  

\ a r d s  e v e n  t o  t h o s e  Of R i o .  T h e  i s la n d  o f  S t .  C a t h a r in e  t o  

t h e  so u tliA v a rd  is  lik cA v ise  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t a t i o n ,  s o  s i t u a t e d  

t h a t  R i o  d e  la  P la t a  Avill a lw a j^ s  b e  e n t i r e l y  a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  

t h a t  p o A v e r  w h a  is  in  tl|e p o s s e s s io n  o f  i t .  W e  k n oA v  l i t t le  

m o r e  o f  th is  i s la n d  t h a n  Avhat t h e  e l e g a n t  AATiter o f  A n s o n ’ s 

s a id  o f  it .  “  'T h e  s o i l  o f  t h e  i s la n d  is  t r u ly  l u x -  

u i ia i i t ,  p i o d u c i n g  f r u it s  o f  m o s t  k in d s  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  ; a n d  

t h e  g i o u n d  is  c o v e r e d  o v e r  Avith o n e  c o n t i n u e d  f o r e s t  o f  

t i e e s  o f  a  p e r p e t u a l  v e r d u r e ,  A v h ich , f r o m  t h e  e x u b e r a n c e  

“  o f  th e  s o i l ,  a r e  s o  e n t a n g le d  w it h  b r ia r s ,  t h o r n s ,  a n d  u n d e r -  

A v ood , a s  t o  f o r m  a  t h i c k e t  a b s o l u t e l y  i m p e n e t r a b l e ,  e x c e p t  

b y  s o m e  n arroA v  f o o t p a t h s  w h i c h  t h e  in h a b i t a n t s  h a v e  m a d e  

f o r  t h e ir  o w n  c o n v e n i e n c e .  T h e  A v ood s  a f e  e x t r e m e l y  

f i a g i a n t ,  f r o m  t h e  m a n y  a r o m a t i c  t r e e s  a n d  s h r u b s  Avith
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which they abound; and the imits and vegetables ot all 
“  climates thrive here almost without culture, and are to be 
«  procured in great plenty.” The water he represents as ex­
cellent, both on the island and the opposite continent. It 
has a good harbour; and the province of Rio Grande, which 
is fertile in products o f grain and fruit, and abundant in 
cattle, has a direct and immediate communication with it.

Rio de Janeiro must, however, be considered as the grand 
central point on the coast o f the Brazils, from which evoiy 
other part o f it may at any time be overawed. And as little 
seems to have been published ot its military strength and de­
fences, and every piece o f intelligence, however scanty, may 
in the course o f the present contest be found of some use, I 
have annexed to this chapter a military sketch o f that part 
o f the harbour which is fortified, with references to a coi- 
responding plate o f views o f the coast and tov n, with the 
various forts, lines, and works by M'hich they are defended. 
The exact strength o f these we had not the means o f ascer­
taining accurately ; but we observed that, on the anniveisaiy 
o f the Queen of Portugal’s birth-day, seven different forts, 
between the passage into the harbour and the town, fired each 
a royal salute from very heavy metal. Captain Parish was 
informed by some o f the officers o f the garrison that the re­
gular force consisted o f two scpiadrons of cavalry, two legi- 
ments o f artillery, six regiments o f infantry, two battalions o f 
-disciplined militia, and two hundred disciplined free negroes, 
making, in the whole, a body exceeding ten thousand men, 
I have no doubt, however, o f this account being greatly ex-

7
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aggerated ; for, in the course o f a three weeks’ residence, in 
which we visited every quarter o f the toAvn aaid its neighbour­
hood, Ave saAv nothing that could Avarrant any such conclu­
sion ; and I should rather be inclined to think that the Avhole 
force o f  the Brazils, from one extremity to the other, did 
not amount in regular troops to more than ten thousand 
men.

't::



C H A P .  VI.

T U B  I S L A X D S  OF T l l IS T A l S ’  D A  CI TN IIA  A N D  A M S T E R D A M .

Advantageous Situation o f  Tristan da Cunha— Description and Dimensions o f  
the Island o f  Amsterdam— Crater— Other volcajiic Appearances Thermal 
Springs— Boiling Fish in them— Sharks— Observations on the digestive 
Powers o f  the Stomachs o f  Animals— Birds taken on the Island Plants 
Proofs o f  its being a new'Island— Examples o f  new Creations— Theories o f  

the Earth— Seal-Catchers found on the Island.

A s  the three uninhabited islands o f Tristan da C u n h a  are 
situated nearly in the track of ships on their outward-bound 
passage to the Indian Ocean, we steered directly for them; 
and on the 31st o f December we anchored on the north side 
o f  the principal islanil, in 32 iathoins, at the distance of 
about half a mile only from the shore. As it was late m the 
day when the ships anchored, little communication was had 
with the shore.; but the evening was spent in laying our plan 
Aor accomplishing a complete tour ot the island, by setting 
out from the ship at an early hour the following morning. 
This plan was, however, frustrated by a sudden gust o f wind 
driving the Lion from her anchorage, so that I can give only 
a v ery  general idea o f the nature and extent o f this island, 
•Its situation is in latitude 37° 7' south, and longitude, accord­
ing to our chronometers, 12° 10' west. It does not appear to 
be more than ten or twelve miles in circuit. In the centre of

T
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• t h e  is la n d  is  a  h ig h  p o i n t e d  c o n e ,  r e s e m b l in g  t h e  p e a k  o f  

'I 'e n e r i f fe  in  i n i n i a t m c ,  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  Avliich t h e  l a n d  s e e m s  

t o  s l o p e  g r a d u a l l y  t o  t h e  s e a ,  A vh erc  b e i n g  a b r u p t l y  b r o k e n  

o f f ,  a  s t e e p  p r e c i p i c e  o f  s o l id  r o c k  a n d  o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  h e ig h t  

m a r k s  t h e  l in e  o f  t h e  c o a s t  o n  e v e r y  p a r t  e x c e p t  t h a t  w h i c h  is 

o p p o s i t e  t o  t h e  p l a c e  A vhere we c a m e  t o  a n c h o r .  H e r e  a  

jd a in ,  c o v e r e d  w it h  s o f t  v e r d u r e ,  r is e s  a  f e w  f e e t  o n l y  a b o v e  

a  s a n d y  b e a c h ,  u p o n  A vh ich  a  c o p i o u s  s t r e a m  o f  p u r e  w a t e r  

fa l ls  f r o m  t h e  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  s id e  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  in  a  s o r t  o f  

c a s c a d e .  E e y o n d  t h e  p la in  Ave c o u l d  p e r c e i v e  s e v e r a l  SAvells 

a n d  v a l l i e s  c o v e r e d  Avitli t h i c k e t s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  Avdiich s e e m e d  

t o  c l o s e  in  d e e p  g u l l i e s  a s  t h e y  r e c e d e d  to A v a rd s  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  

t h e  is la n d .  E v e r y  o t h e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o a s t ,  a s  f a r  a s  Ave c o u l d  

[)crceiA ^e, r is e s  o u t  o f  t h e  s e a  a l m o s t  p e r p e n d i c u l a r l y ,  l ik e  a n  

o l d  g i g a n t i c  Avail, w h o s e  h e ig h t  I s h o u ld  s u p p o s e  c a n n o t  b e  

less  t h a n  1 0 0 0  f e e t .  T h is  a b r u p t  a n d  c o l u m n a r  a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  t h e  c o a s t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  c o n e - s h a p e d  m o u n t a i n  in  t h e  

c e n t r e ,  s e e m  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  A v h ole  m a s s  h a s  b e e n  th roA vn  

u p  b y  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  s u b t e r r a n e o u s  f ir e .

T h e  o f f i c e r  w h o  w e n t  o n  s h o r e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  w a t e r  Avas 

a  m o u n t a i n - r i l l  o f  e x c e l l e n t  ( p i a l i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  i t  f e l l  s o  c o n ­

v e n ie n t l y  o n  t h e  b e a c h  a s  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  Avith g r e a t  e a s e  i n t o  

c a s k s ,  A v ith o u t r e m o v i n g  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  b o a t s .  It is  b y  n o  

m e a n s  u n i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  o u r  n a A 'y  t o  b e  a c ­

q u a i n t e d  Avith t h is  c i r c u m s t a n c e .  T h e ^ la r g c s t  s h ip s  o f  Avar 

a r e  c a p a b l e  o f  t a k i n g  o n  b o a r d  a  s u p p l y  o f  e v e r y  a r t i c l e  n e ­

c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  l o n g e s t  v o j 'a g e  e x c e p t  t h a t  o f  AA^ater, AAdiich is  

n o  le s s  in d i s p e n s a b le  f o r  t h e  h e a l t h  a n d  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  

t h a n  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  o f  p r o v i s i o n s .  S h o u l d  Ave, t h e r e f o r e ,  a t  a n y
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future time be so unfortunate as to be excbidcd from the T>razils 
and the Cape o f Good Hope, this half-way island to India 
would be found to possess many c;onveniencies. E v en  those 
Avho may contend tliat our colonial territories arc already sul- 
ficiently extended must at least agree that we can never have 
too many points o f security and accommodation for our ships 
o f war and o f commerce. It was indeed once proposed, by 
a set o f adventurers, to form an establishment on this island, 
in order to carry on a convenient smuggling trade with the 
settlements o f South America, particularly those o f Spain, by 
furnishing the natives with light hlanchester and coarse Indian 
o-oods in exchange for specie, and employing, at the same time, 
their shipping in the Southern Whale Tishery, in order to 
procure oil and bone as a return cargo for Europe. It, under 
the immediate eye o f government, such a settlement were 
made, it might answer the same purpose for the East India 
Company’s ships on the outward-bound voyage as St. Helena 
does on the homeward ; and a work ot detence on a veiy 
limited scale, with a few men, would render it impregnable, 
a circumstance which not a little enhances its value.

Continyiing our voyage iVom Tristan da Cunha we doubled 
the Cape o f Good Hope between the parallels o f 39° and 40% 
where, though now in the middle o f summer, the air was 
extremely cold, loaded witii rain and sleet; ami we ex­
perienced freipient and-heavy gales o f wind irom the soutli- 
east quarter which caused a constant deep rolling sea, whose 
appearance, however tremendous to those who are not ac­
customed to it, is little regarded by those who are. Ihe run 
o f the ship by the log in this rolling sea, a little to the cast-

iHh:
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ward o f the Cape, was'^245 miles in 24 hours, or lO f nearly 
in each hour. Tlie prevailing southerly winds in these lati­
tudes, during the summer months, are no doubt occasioned 
by,a strong current o f condensed air rushing from regions o f 
ice towards the more rarefied atmosphere o f Southern Africa; 
where the vapour with which it is loaded, by a change o f 
temperature, and by concussion against the high mountainous 
promontory of the Cape, is discharged ; and subsides in that 
singular fleecy cloud which envelopes the summit o f  the 
Table mountain, continuing for several days together when­
ever the south-easterly wind prevails.

On the 1st o f hebruaiy we discovered the two islands »of 
>St. Paul and Amsterdam, and on the evening’ o f the same 
day anchored on the eastern side of the latter, at the distance 
oi about a mile from the shore. The volumes o f smoke 
wliich we had perceived at a distance to ascend from the 
island, and the flames Avhich, Avhen dark, Avere seen dis­
tinctly to issue from it, excited in us a strong desire to get 
on shore; and accordingly before it Avas Avell light the next 
moining Ave (juitted the vessel, elate AAuth the hope o f gratifj— 
ing curiosity by some novel spectacle. O f the result o f our 
observations the folloAving is a brief sketch. The* island o f 
Amsterdam, Avhich lies in latitude 38° 42' south, and longi­
tude 76  51' cast, is, in its greatest extent, about four miles 
and a (juarter from north to south, gnd tAvo and a (piarter 
from east to Avest, containing seven or eight square miles o f 
surface, exclusive of a large volcanic crater, into Avhich the 
sea has forced a passage on the eastern side, by the incessant 
action of its Avaves rolling Avith an uninterrupted current from
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that quarter. The whole width o f this breach is about a 
thousand feet, but the channel, or that part o f it thiough 
which tlie tide ebbs and flows, does not exceed two hundred 
feet. From the margins o f this channel two rising banks, 
composed o f volcanic fragments, arc connected with the two 
checks o f the breach, whose height, by a rough trigonometri­
cal measurement, we found to be somewhere about seven 
hundred feet, which may be considered as the general height 
o f the surrounding sides of the crater abov'C the suiface of 
the water within it. The original form, as distinctly appears 
by looking down from the upper edge, was that o f an ellipsis ; 
but the materials o f the side, where the breach was made, 
by lx)ing forced inwards by the sea, have caused on that side 
o f the crater a considerable compression or concavity. The 
longest diameter across the surface o f tlie water is somewhat 
more than 1000 yards, .and the shortest about 830; the cii- 
cumference a mile and three quarters nearly; and as the 
sides rise in an angle with the horizon o f about 63 degrees, 
the circuit o f the upper edge or brim of the bason, supposing 
it complete and that no breach had been made, would have 
been rather more than two miles. A\ e sounded about the 
centre o f the crater, and found the depth o f water 174 feet, 
which being added to the mean height o f the sides above 
water, gives 874 feet for the whole depth o f the crater.

Every other part o f th§ coast rises abruptly out o f the sea, 
like the wall-sided island o f Tristan da Cunha, exhibiting the 
successive strata o f lava that have flowed down from the 
upper ridge o f the great crater; and the rugged and blistered 
appearance sufficiently indicates the severe conflict that the

i
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two discordant elements must have sustained, when the liquid 
lava encountered the waves o f the ocean. The effects o f 
such a struggle arc still more distinctly seen on an extraordi­
nary insulated rock o f a pyramidal form, which rises out o f 
th(! sea a little to the right o f the entrance into the crater. 
The height o f this rock is from two to three hundred feet, and 
it is composed o f  forty or fifty horizontal layers piled very 
regularly on each other; and these are again cracked and 
divided by a number o f iKirpcndicular fisisures, the whole ex­
hibiting a huge mass o f basaltic (X)lunms. The marks o f fusion 
are evident on every part o f its surface, which has the appear­
ance o f scoria from an iron furnace. Many o f the j)crj)endicu- 
lar fissures were filled with veins o f obsidian or volcanic glass, 
which we could perceive to be extended several feet below 
the surface o f the sea. In other clefts we found some curious 
specimens o f zeolite, but looked for this substance in vain in 
the fragments o f solid lava. We were the more desirous o f 
establishing this fact, as it is one o f  the contested points be­
tween the Plutonists and the Neptunists. Zeolite being fre­
quently found in the midst of basalt, and being well known 
to contain a considerable quaritity o f  water, has furnished 
one o f the strongest arguments in favour o f the Neptunists; 
in so far at least as it militates against the doctrine o f basaltic 
columns being produced l>y the agency o f subterranean heat. 
Zeolite and volcanic glasses, such as obsidian and pumice 
stone, we found abundantly on every jiart o f  the coast o f 
the island.

On the two causeways in the breach made by the sea into 
the crater, and in many places on its slanting sides, we found
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several thermal s])rings, some running freely, and others oozing 
out in a mere paste or mud. 1 n some o f these springs Fahren­
heit’s thermometer ascended from G T , in the open air, to 19 6 ° ; 
in some to 204°; and in others to 212°, or the boiling point. 
The spots where they are to be found are easily discoverable, 
before sunrise or after sunset, by a thin vapour which may be 
seen distinctly on applying the eye to the ground. In several 
places we observed patches o f soft verdure, composed o f a 
fine delicate moss, blended with a species ,of Lycopodium 
and another o f Marchantia. 'J'hese green patches were 
found to be floating on a hot paste, whose temperature, at 
eight or ten inches below the surface, upon which the roots 
o f the plants spread, was 18G°. This was the more remark­
able, as the same species o f Lycopodium or club-moss, for 
such it was thought to be, grows' with great luxuriance, even 
in the Avinter season, on the bleak heaths o f North Britain. 
On every part o f the sloping surface o f the island we met with 
swamps and stagnant pools o f hot Avater, varying in tempera­
ture from 80° to 130°. The soil is o f a spongy porous tex­
ture, and the ground feels tremulous under the feet. \\ here- 
ever the ear is applied to the surface, a bubbling noise may 
be heard like the boiling o f Avatcr. Most ot the springs arc 
rather brackish, but one in particular on the side o f the great 
crater is strongly chalybeate, and the temperature only 112°. 
From the perusal o f a paper in the 20th volume o f the Philo­
sophical Transactions, avc Avere prepared to meet Avith spjings 
o f boiling Avater; and on the strength o f the information con­
tained in the said paper, “  that the fish caught in the cold 
“  Avniter might instantly be boiled in the hot,” Ave took care 
to provide ourselves Avith plenty o f fish'ing-tackle. W e caught
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great numbers of’ a red coloured perch, from six inches to a 
foot in length, o f most excellent flavour, which, with true 
Epicurean want o f feeling, we had‘the cruelty to drop living 
oil the hook into the boiling springs, where it required just 
fifteen minutes to cook them in perfection. Whether it was 
owing to the novelty o f the mode o f preparation, or to long 
abstinence from good fish, or to'the real intrinsic excellence 
of this species o f perch, J am not able to decide, but the re­
past was universally pronounced to )je delicious. We caught 
here also another species o f perch in great abundance, which 
in m}’̂ opinion was still siqierior to the red one. It measured 
from three lo four feet in length, the back tin undivided, and 
the body marked with three brown and three white alternate 
Ipngitudinal stripes, 'i'he quantity o f cray-fish that v/ere 
crawling on the bar o f the entrance into the crater, at low 
water, is incredible ; and their voracity for dead carcases was 
so great, that if a seal, plenty o f which were lying on the 
causeways, was thrown in, they swarmed to it in such mul­
titudes that a boat load might be picked up by the hand in a 
very short space o f time. Nor were these marine insects less 
plentiful in the open sea Avherc the ships were lying at anchor. 
Baskets let down into the sea, with morsels o f bacon within 
them, or pieces o f shark’s flesh, were immediately drawn up 
again full o f cray-fish. These and the large perch, rock-cod,. 
and bream, wore caught in such abundance that, 1 believe, 
a provision o f fish fi)r six days was laid in for the two shijis’ 
companies, consisting nearly o f six hundred men. A whole 

'khark, near eleven feet in length, Avas cut up as bait for craj^- 
fish. Four young sharks were found alive in the stomach o f 
this voracious animal; but Avhether they had been devoured

7

rryf



llii.

A M S T E R D A M  I S L A N D .  145

by the old one, or had voluntarily fled thither for protection, 
vas a contested point among our medical gentlemen. One 
declared that he had more than once seen their own t'oung 
co'oro'cd from the stomach ot the old ones when taken; and that 
once in particular he had observed a dozen SaAv fish (a species 
o f shark, the Squalus Frisfis) springing alive out ot the 
mother’s mouth, after it had been iioisted out ot the sea upon 
the deck o f the ship. Doctor Moseley, wlio has written on 
the subject and ought to be considered as good authority, has 
observed that the young sharks always retreat into the sto­
mach o f the old ones in time o f danger; an observation, in­
deed, that was made two 'centuries before his time. Sir 
Richard Hawkins, who sailed on a voyage to South America 
in the year 1593, expressly says that he has frequently seen 
the young sharks go into, and out ot, the mouth of the dam, 
and that he has found them in the stomach; so that Linnaeus 
is probably mistaken in supposing that this fish devours its 
own young. John Hunter decidedly proved that the living 
principle, in particular classes o f land animals, is endued with 
the power o f resisting the action o f the gastric ju ice ; but 
the difiiculty o f making experiments on the digestive faculties 
o f the stomachs o f fishes leaves it undetermined whether the 
same principle is capable o f exerting a greater or less degree 
o f power in this class o f animals. The nature indeed o f di- 
o-cstion, with all the experiments o f Hunter and Spallanzani, 
seems to be yet but imperfectly understood; but facts have 
suflicicntly proved that it is exceedingly diflerent in different 
animals. 'I'he shark gulps indiscriminately into its voraciou-s 
maw the bones,and shells of animals, large iron hooks, tarred 
ropes,and the clothingofsuch human creatures asuniortunately

i'
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become its victims. Sticks and stones and pieces o f iron are 
digested by the ostrich. I ’lic secretary bird (the Falco S erpen t- 
arius) Avill take into his stomach whole living snakes o f the ■ 
most venomous kind, toads, and scorpions, witliout suffering 
from such an assemblage the least inconvenience. That such is 
the fact, with regard to the food o f this bird, I can speak with 
confidence. I have seen their young in the nest surrounded wdth 
Avoundcd but living snakes: and the following circumstance 
puts the matter beyond all doubt.— An English gentleman who 
held an official situation at the Cape o f Good Hope, being out 
on a shooting party, killed one o f these birds, which he carried 
home Avith the intention o f having an accurate drawing 
made from it. He thrcAv it on the door o f the balcony before 
the house, Avhere, after it had remained some time and been 
examined and tossed about, one o f the company observed 
the head o f a large snake pushing open the bill, out o f Avhich 
it speedily crawled, in perfect vigour, and free from any in­
jury. On tlie sup})osition that others might still be in the 
stomach, the bird was suspended by the legs, and presently 
a second snake made its appearance, as large and as lively 
as the first. The bird was afterwards opened, wdien the sto­
mach was found to contain several dead snakes, Avith a half 
digested mass o f lizards and scorpions, scolopendras, centi­
pedes, and beetles.

E x c e p t  o n  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S p i t s b e r g e n ,  I n e v e r  saAv s o  v a s t  a n  

a s s e m b la g e  o f  w h a le s ,  g r a m p u s s c s ,  p o r p o i s e s ,  s e a - l i o n s ,  a n d  

s e a ls ,  a s ' Averc c o n s t a n t l y  e i t h e r  p l a y i n g  t h e ir  g a m b o l s ,  o r  

f ig h t in g  a n d  d e v o u r i n g  e a c h  o t h e r ,  b e tA v e e n  t h e  s h ip s ’ a n ­

c h o r a g e  a n d  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  c r a t e r .  A  f is h , a j i p a r c n t l y
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n s p e c i e s  o f  clelphimiH o r  p o r p o i s e ,  p r o b a b l y  t h a t  r v h ic l i  is  

i i s n a l lv  c a l l e d  t h e  d 'h r a s h c r ,  Avas o b s e r v e d  t o  a t t a c k  th e  

w h a le  w it l i  g r e a t  v i o l e n c e ,  A v h e n e v e r  t h e  la t t e r  v e n t u r e d  t o  

h e a v e  h is  h u g e  b a c k  o u t  o l  t h e  s u r la c e  o f  t h e  s e a ,  la s h in g  it  

w i t h  it s  t a i l  a n d  fin s , th e  s t r o k e s  o f  A vh ich  t h e  g r e a t  m o n s t e r  

s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  n o  m e a n s  o f  r e p e l l in g  b u t  b y  r o l l in g  r o u n d  in  

t h e  w a t e r .  Tt w a s  d a n g e r o u s  e v e n  f o r  t h e  b o a t s  t o  r o w  

a m o n g  t h e s e  la r g e  a n im a ls ,  w d iich  i t  A \ou ld  s e e m  A veio  

s t i l l  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  o n  t h e  l ir s t  d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  is la n d ,  a s  in  

t h e  p a p e r  a b o v e  a l lu d e d  t o  i t  is  o b s e r v e d ,  “  l h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  

“  o f  Vciii T' hnnin ’̂s s h ip  f o u n d  t h e  s e a  s o  lu l l  o t  s e a ls  a n d  s e a -  

“  l i o n s ,  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  o b l i g e d  t o  k i l l  t h e m  t o  g e t  a  p a s s a g e  

“  t h r o u g h ,  w h e n  t h e y  s t e e r e d  f o r  t h e  s h o r e ; t h c i c  A\as a ls o  

“  a n  a s t o n is h in g  n u m b e r  o f  f is h .”  N o t  o n l y  t h e  s e a  b u t  th e  

w h o l e  c o a s t ,  in  t h e  m o r n in g s  a n d  e v e n in g s ,  .SAvarmed Avith 

s e a ls  a n d  s e a - l io n s .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  b ir d s  Avas l ik e w is e  a s t o n is h in g ,  a n d  t h e  tAvo 

c a u s e w a y s  w e r e  s t r e w e d  w it h  t h e ir  e g g s .  D u r i n g  o u r  s h o r t  

s t a y  o n  s h o r e  Ave o b t a i n e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  b i r d s :

D iom ecka D em ersa,
--------------Exulans,
Apteiiodijta Chvijsocome, 
Erocellaria  Equinociialh ,
--------------- F u ß  nils,

---------------- Crviacdf
----------------Fehtgica,
--------------- ForsferL

The White and the BroAvn 
batross.

Crested Penguin.
Black Petrel.
Puffin.
Grey Petrel.
Stormy Petrel.
Blue Petrel.

Al-

wl ..



148 A M S T E R D A M  I S L A N D .

Sterna H irnndo  Silver Bird, or Sea Swallow.
A nas, A small brown Duck, not much

larger than a thrush, and ap­
parently not described by 
naturalists.

Not a single land bird, nor a quadruped o f  any sort, nor 
even an insect, except flies, was met with on the island.

T l i e  n u m b e r  o f  p la n t s  w a s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  a s  t o  g e n u s  a n d  

s p e c i e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e r e  w a s  n o  A vant o f  Â’e r d u r e .  T h e y  e o n -  

s is te d  c h i e f l y  o f  m o s s e s  a n d  o t h e r  g e n e r a  o f  t h e  e r y p t o g a m o u s  

c la s s ,  a n d  a  fcAv s p e c i e s  o f  g r a s s e s  ; b u t  Ave d i d  n o t  o b s e r v e  a  

f r u t e s c e n t  p l a n t  o n  t h e  A vh ole  i s la n d .  T h e  fo llo A v in g  Avere 

t h e  o n l y  s p e c im e n s  Ave b r o u g h t  o n  b o a r d ,  b u t  Ave h a d  c o l ­

l e c t e d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  A vh ich  Avere u n f o r t u n a t e l y  l e f t  b e ­

h in d  :

Sonchus O leracea,
A phim  Petroselinw n,

M archantia  Pdlpm oîyha,
Sagina Procum bens,
Polypodhim ,

A rundo A ren aria ,
A riindo A ltera ,
Asplénium ,
Blechnum ,
I^y copodium.

Beside several species o f the marine plants, Ulvæ, Fuci, &c.
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I t  w a s  c u r io u s  e n o u g h  t o  o b s e r v e  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  

p la n t s  f o u n d  o n  th is  n e w  is la n d  \vere p r o d u c t s  o t  l i iu r o p e  ; a n d  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  w a s  e q u a l l y  d i f f i c u l t  o t  s o l u t i o n ,  h o w  a n y  p la n t s ,  

E u r o p e a n  o r  I n d i a n ,  s h o u ld  l ir s t  h a v e  b e e n  b r o u g h t  vq>ou  t w o  

l i t t l e  s p e c k s  o f  la n d ,  s i t u a t e d  in  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  th e  o c e a n ,  h a lt  w a y  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c o a s t s  o f  N e w  H o l l a n d  a n d  jM a d a g a s c a r ,  a t  th e  d is ­

t a n c e  o f  t w o  t h o u s a n d  E n g l i s h  m i le s  f r o m  t h e  n e a r e s t  s h o i e .  

W e r e  t h e y  b o r n e  o n  t h e  w in d ,  w a f t e d  b y  t h e  w a v e s ,  o r  c a r r ie d  

b y  t h e  f o w ls  o f  t h e  a i r ; o r  u  e r c  t h e ir  r u d im e n t s ,  a f t e r  l y in g  fo i  

a g e s  d o r m a n t  in  t h e  b oA v e ls  o t  t h e  e a r t h ,  t h r o w n  u p ,  b y  t h e  

a g e n c y  o f  s u b t e r r a n e a n  f ir e ,  i n t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  t a v o m a b l e  fo r  

v e g e t a b l e  l i f e  t o  b u r s t  f o r t h  ? 'J’h c  m in d  o f  m a n ,  e v e r  a c t i v e  

in  it s  in q u ir i e s ,  m a y  b e  p r o m p t e d  t o  a s k  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s ,  

t h o u g h  w i t h o u t  t h e  h o p e  o f  e v e r  b e i n g  fu r n is h e d  w i t h  a  s a t is ­

f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  n a t u r a l  h is t o r ia n ,  in  c o n t e m [ i l a t in g  

f a c t s  l ik e  t h e s e ,  c a n n o t  fa i l ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  b e  m o s t  t o r c i b l y  

im p r e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  w is e  a n d  b e n e v o l e n t  d e s ig n s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  

A u t h o r  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e ,  w h i c h  t o  h i m  a r e  s o  a p p a r e n t  in  a l l  

t h e  w o r k s  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  a n d  in  n o n e  m o r e  s o  t h a n  in  t h e  

p r o v i d e n t ia l  m e a n s  h e  h a s  t h o u g h t  f i t  t o  e m p l o y  f o r  t h e  w id e  

d i s s e m in a t i o n  o f  p la n t s .  S o m e  h e  w i l l  p e r c e i v e  t o  b e  s u p p l i e d  

w i t h  s u c h  m u l t i t u d e s  o f  s e e d s ,  o t h e r s  s o  c o m p l e t e l y  p r o t e c t e d  

a g a in s t  in ju r ie s ,  s o m e  s o  a m p l y  p r o v i d e d  w it h  h o o k s  t o  h o ld  

Avith, a n d  o t h e r s  Avith f e a t h e r s  t o  b e a r  t h e m  t h r o u g h  t h e  a ir ,  

t h a t ,  b y  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o t  t h e  A vind , r a in ,  riA 'ers, b i i d s  a n d  

in s e c t s ,  a  s in g le  p a i r  o f  p la n t s  o t  e v e r y  s p e c ie s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  L in n a n is ,  g ro A v in g  o n  th e  f ir s t  l i t t le  i s la n d  t h a t  

m a y  b e  s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  p e e p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e  o f  w a ­

te r s ,  Avill b e  d e e m e d  s u f l i c ie n t ,  A v ith o u t h u m a n  a i d ,  t o  s t o c k  

t h e  A vh ole  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  g l o b e .  T h is  g r e a t  n a t u r a l i s t  t e l ls  u s  

t h a t  a  s in g le  s e e d  o f  p o p p y  Avill in  o n e  y e a r  y i e l d  3 3 , 0 0 0  s e e d s ;
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and that 4-0,000 plants o f tobacco have been produced from 
one individual. And as an instance o f the actual dispersion 
o f vegetables, this accurate observer asserts that an American 
plant, o f the genus Erigero?i, which was first brought into 
iMirope scarcely a century ago, and cultivated in the bo­
tanical garden at Paris, had, in his time, spontaneously 
spread itself over all France, Italy, Sicily, Flanders, and 
Germany.

'Flic neighbouring island o f St. Paul is Avholly covered with 
an impenetrable thicket o f coppice ■wood. Like Amstcrdaiu 
it is also o f volcanic origin, and the shore is said to be sui- 
rounded with pumice stone. It ma\g therefore, be reason­
ably conjectured that o f the two islands St. Paul is consider­
ably the earlier creation.

1 I,

It is obsei'ved b}-̂  Valentyn that, when William de \4aming 
visited this island in 16'96, the pond (meaning the crater) was 
separated by a ridge o f rocks from the sea about twenty 
paces, over which the seals clambered ; that it was shaped 
like a half moon, and about a pistol-shot in length. From 
the dcscri|)tion which I have just given it will readily be .per­
ceived that a very material change has been effected in the 
course o f one hundred years, probably by some fresh erup­
tion having taken place. The same writer mentions like­
wise a reef o f rocks near the crater that jutted into the sea to 
the distance o f about a gun-shot, which at that time ŵ eie 
observed to be in a burning state. These were no doubt the 
same as that o f which the basaltic rock I have described 
forms a part. 'Ihis is still perfectly naked ; and Vlarning 
found only on the great island a few reeds, and here and

j t jj

,C ';
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there among the rocks a very few plants that were not unlike 
parsley. The whole island, indeed, wears every indication 
o f having been a very recent production ot siditerraneous fnc, 
which is still burning at no great distance from the surtace. 
Such at least appears to have been the case. But geological 
science is yet in its infancy. A\'ith all the various systems that 

/have been written to explain the structure, the constitution, 
and the external appearances o f the earth, and with all the 
aid which modern chemistry has lent to such investigations, 
our real knowledge extends only to a very shallow depth be­
low the surface. One melts the globe by fire, and throws 
its most prominent features out o f the ocean by the expansive 
force o f steam; another supposes that the regular and uni­
form strata, observed in what has been called secondaiy 
countries, could only have been effected by the agency o f 
Avatcr. Both may perhaps be right: and I dare say it Di, 
ilutton and Mr. Kirwan could examine the island o f Amster­
dam, they would each o f them produce it as an admirable 
elucidation, one o f the Plutonic and the other o f the Nep­
tunian theory; for the materials have evidently undeigonc 
complete fusion, and they are laid in regular and horizontal
strata.

’Whether, indeed, it be admitted that stratified mountains 
have been melted by heat or deposited by water, many of 
them bear the most unequivocal proofs o f having once been 
immersed under the ocean ; arid the grand question seems to 
be reduced to this single point, whether the sea has retired 
from them, or they have been raised out of the sea? If, 
laying hypothesis aside, we are satisfied to rest on the analogy

IP
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o f  f a c t s ,  -we s h a l l  p e r h a p s  c o n c l u d e  in  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  la t t e r  

o p i n i o n .  'I 'h e  e x p a n s iv e  f o r c e  o f  s t e a m ,  u n d e r  c e r t a in  c i r ­

c u m s t a n c e s ,  is  b e y o n d  c a l c u l a t i o n  ; a n d  s t e a m  is  u n q u e s t i o n ­

a b l y  f o r m e d  in  a l l  A 'o lc a n ic  e x p l o s i o n s ,  a s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  

v a s t  l ) o d y  o t  w a t e r  s e e m s  t o  b e  i n d i s p e n s a b ly  n e c e s s a r y  in  

t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  n a t u r e  : f o r  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f ,  i f  n o t  a l l ,  

r e a l  v o l c a n o e s  a r c  c i t h e r  i s la n d s ,  o r  a r e  s i t u a t e d  s o  n e a r  t h e  

s e a  a s  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  s u p p l y  o f  w a t e r  f r o m  it . I t  is  w e l l  

k n oA vn  lh a t  a  t o r r e n t  o f  b o i l i n g  w a t e r  r o l l e d  d o n 'u  t h e  s id e s  

o i  m o u n t  E t n a  a b o u t  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  la s t  c e n t u r y ,  a n d  t h e  

s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  h a s  h a p p e m 'd  m o r e  t h a n  o n c e  in  V e s u v iu s .  

I t  is  a l s o  nOAv u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h  c o n t a in s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

s u b s t a n c e s ,  a n d  t h o s e  in  la r g e  c p ia n t i t ie s ,  w h i c h ,  in  c o n t a c t  

Avith A vater, AA'ill c a u s e  i g n i t i o n ,  a n d  o t h e r s  t h a t  Avill s u p p o r t  

i t  A v ith o u t t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a ir .  I f  t h e n ,  l )v  m e a n s  o f  a  r e n t  

o r  c h a s m  in  t h e  I jo t t o m  o f  t h e  s e a ,  a  s u f f i c i e n t  q u a n t i t y  o f  

A vatcr b e  b r o u g h t  t o  a c t  o n  a  p r o p o r t i o n a t e  m a s s  o f  m a t e r ia l s  

c a p a b l e  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  i g n i t i o n ,  t h e  s t e a m  g e n e r a t e d  in  c o n ­

s e q u e n c e  m u s t  h e a v e  u p  t h e  s u p e r i n c u m b e n t  e a r t h ,  a n d  p r o ­

b a b l y ,  o n  s o m e  o c c a s i o n s ,  A v ith o u t d i s t u r b in g  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  

o f  it s  p a r t s  a s  t h e y  e x i s t e d  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s e a  p r e v i o u s  

t o  t h e  e r u p t i o n ,  e x c e p t  i m m e d i a t e l y  in  t h o s e  p l a c e s  AAdiere 

t h e  e x p l o s i o n  b u r s t  o u t .  T h u s  Ave s e e  in  m an}'^  is la n d s  o f  Aml- 

c a n i c  o r ig in ,  a s  T e n c r i t t e  a n d  M a d e i r a ,  la r g e  [ jo r t i o n s  o f  th e ^  

s u r f a c e  Avhere t h e  a c t i o n  o f  f ir e  is  n o t  in  t h e  le a s t  d i s c e r n ib l e ,  

' l h a t  n e w  is la n d s  a r e  p r o d u c e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t im e ,  a n d  p r o ­

b a b l y  in  th is  m a n n e r ,  h i s t o r y  a f f o r d s  u s  v a r io u s  in s t a n c e s .  

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o f  t h e  L i p a r i  is la n d s ,  c a l l e d  

'Vulcano, Avas c r e a t e d  in  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  H o m a n  r e p u b l i c .  

S i n c e  t h e  s e v e n t h  c e n t u r y  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  sera  t h r e e  d i s t in c t

7
I t,

Piu
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islands have been thrown up in the Archipelago. In 1638, 
an island about the size o f Amsterdam was thrown up 
among the Azores or Western Islands; and in 1757, in the 
same cluster near that called St. George, eighteen small 
islands appeared above the surface o f the sea, after a tre­
mendous and destructive earthcpiake which continued eight 
days; but they gradually subsided, and at last altogether dis­
appeared ; that part o f the sea where they rose being, hoAV- 
ever, very materially decreased in the depth o f Avater..

Since then it admits o f proof that islands and mountains do 
spring up from time to time, and no grounds can be produced 
to shcAV that the smallest hill has been left uncoA'ered by the 
retreat o f the ocean, an ingenious theorist might employ this 
argument Avith success to prove that the sea, in the lapse o f 
ages, may totally disappear Avithin the crust o f the earth, 
Avhich woidd thus revert to the egg o f the ancient philo-  ̂
sophers; Avhose shell again bursting might cause a. ncAv deluge 
and a nCAV creation. What changes may happen in eternity 
o f duration and infinity o f space, equally incomprehensible 
to the mind o f man, are hidden, no doubt for Avise and good 
purposes, from finite beings; but reason and observation, in­
dependent o f sacred or profane histor^g clearly point out that 
the earth Ave inhabit has undergone, and is continually under­
going, a great A'ariety o f changes ; but Avhen or in Avhat manner 
the most important o f them have been brought about, Ave must 
either be content Avith Avhat the sacred Avri tings have com­
municated on the subject, attributing them to an omnipotent 
and preternatural cause, or continue to amuse ourselves Avith 
vague conjectures; for neither the theory o f the Neptunists

‘.C  In
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nor of the Plutonists, though both may serve to explain many 
of the inferior phenomena, will by any means solve the 
most difficult and im portant that present themselves to the 
researches of the natural philosopher. Thus, difficult as it 
ma}"̂  seem to account for the traces of the sea on secondary 
mountains, it is not less so to explain from whence proceeded 
the multitude of bones of elephants, rhinosceroses, buffalos, 
and the huge mammoth, with others not existing in any part 
of the creation a t the present day, Avhich occur in Siberia, and 
even on islands in the midst of the icy sea, where, according 
to modern travellers, the soil is almost wholly composed of 
them. These and many other organic remains of the old 
world, found in climates where they could not possibl '̂^ have 
supported life, give some colour of argximent in favour o f the 
ingenious and well-told theory of M r. Badly, contained in his 
letters on the A tlantic island of Plato, where he supposes 
th at these northern regions, now condemned to everlasting 
frost and snows, were not always

“  Dark Cimmerian deserts j”

but th a t they might once have enjoyed a happy tem perature of 
climate, a  productive soil furnishing a supply of food for those 
animals whose remains are found in such abundance buried in 
the earth, their form remaining but their nature totally changed. 
A different inclination of the earth's axis to its orbit, being 
quite sufficient to explain the phenomenon, has generally 
been resorted to for this purpose ; bu t I  am rather surprized 
that, among the various causes which have been assigned for 
altering the position of the axis with regard to the plane of 
the earth's orbit, the reactive force of volcanic eruptions has

I '
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never been called in aid (at least I do not. recollect it has) oi 
such an hypothesis. The power that was recpurcd to hea\ e 
up Heckla and the volcanic mountains near Kamskatka, and 
which can hurl rocks some thousand feet into the air, may be 
supposed to produce, by its reactive force, a very consider­
able impression on the globe ot the earth, especially when 
exerted near the poles, and if it can be supposed to act in a 
direction, not to the centre, but perpendicular to its axis.—  
But I am rambling into the wilds o f theory, whilst my business 
at present is only with facts.

I f  the smoke and the fires o f Amsterdam had excited our 
curiosity, the discovery o f two or three human beings running 
along the shore, as our ships approached it, on so miserable 
a spot, and so distant from any other land except the little 
neighbouring island o f St. Paul, caused a still greater degree o f 
astonishment. On landing we found five men, very ill dressed 
and squalid in their appearance, three o f whom were Irench, 
and two English. Their chief was a Frenchman, o f the name 
o f Perron, who informed us that they had been landed, 
about five months before, from a small vessel fitted out ot 
the Isle o f Franee, for the purpose o f preparing a cargo o f 
seal-skins for the China market; that the weather when they 
landed was bad, and continued incessantly so very boisterous 
for forty days as to prevent all communication with their 
vessel, which at the end of that time put to sea and con­
tinued her voyage to Nootka Sound; and that they did 
not expect her back for twelve months to come. That, by 
her being thus so unexpectedly driven away, they were left 
destitute o f every kind o f provision, except a little hai d bis-

X 2
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ciut and rice ; but that, luckily for them, they had hitherto 
Ibund an abundant supply in the different kinds offish, birds, 
and eggs, which they dressed with the fresh oil o f seals 
instead o f butter. They all lived in one small miserable hut, 
as dirty and oifensive as that o f an Hottentot; and it was 
surrounded on every side by the dead carcases o f seals and 
sea-hons. The birds, they observed, had a strong fishy 
taste, to which, however, long habit had reconciled^hem • 
those that were the least so were the blue petrel and the 
ittle bioAvn duck. They laboured under constant apprehen. 

sions o f the scurvy making its appearance, for want o f some 
vegetable food to correct the humours which they supposed a 
fishy and oily diet must necessarily occasion ; and, indeed it 
seems to furnish no weak proof o f  the healthiness o f the 
c imate, that five men, living together for five months under 
such circumstances, should have escaped every kind o f dis­
ease. They had prepared already about eight thousand skins 
and expected before the return o f  the vessel to procure about 
wenty thousand more ; and as each person had a consider- 

a e interest m the adventure, they expressed no desire to leave 
the island till the accomplishment o f their undertakino-. We 
e them a little vinegar and a few potatoes; and our gar- 

deneis planted some o f  the latter in those spots where there 
was the greatest depth o f soil.

‘^^ '̂enturers, as ive have since been informed, 
ict AM h a hard return for the great sacrifices they had been 

-duped  to make in the hope o f  gain. While we were i n Z  
lor he.n parts o f China, the Lion, in her passage to Canton 

&n ,v,th thd,. liule vessel ; e„d  .he report o f  to s t ilit ie s t" :
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tween England and France having reached Canton, she was 
captured as French property, and sold upon the spot. 
Twelve months after the time fixed on for her return to Am­
sterdam, the poor fellows, hearing nothing o f their vessel, 
concluded she must have been lost, and therefore resolved to 
embark on the first ship that should call at the island. It hap­
pened to be an American, the master o f which took them and 
their cargo o f skins on board, in consideration o f his sharing a 
certain proportion o f the money they should sell for. The 
slap steered for New' Holland, w'here the men were landed, 
after which she set sail for the China market with her cargo 
o f  skins, leaving the proprietors behind to shift for themselves. 
Such, at least, is the story we w'ere told at the Cape o f Good 
Hope.
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C H A P .  VII.

T H E  S T R A I T  O F  S U N D A  A N D  I S L A N D  O F  J A V A .

Comparison between the H arbour o f R io de fa n eiro  and the Strait o f  Sunda—  
Swallows* Nests— A njerie Point— Number o f  Sharks— Tomb o f  Colonel 
Cathcart— T he Thousand Islands— The Fabrics o f  marine Worms-— Coral 
Islands more favourable fo r  Plants than those o f  volcanic O rigin -^B ay o f  

B atavia— Site o f  B atavia— B ad Taste o f the Dutch— Description o f  B a­
tavia— Population— G reat M ortality— Tem perature— Diseases— Produc­

tions o f J a va  in the mineral and vegetable Kingdoms— Cocoa, M angostan, 
M ango, Rambootan, ‘Poolosang, ^ c .— Curious, useful, or beautiful Plants—  
T he Nepenthes, or P itcher Plant— The Upas— E ffect o f  poisonous Sub­

stances— Hydrophobia, curious Case o f—Animals.

W  F, took our clcpavture from the burning island o f Am­
sterdam on the 2d o f February, and on the 26th o f the same 
month entered the strait o f Sunda; the passage o f ivhich to 
the usual anchorage o f the East India Company’s ships, near 
North Island, (so called from its position in the northern 
mouth o f the strait,) occupied three days, 'i’he features o f 
the tivo grand islands o f Sumatra and Java, between which 
this strait is formed, and indeed o f all the smaller ones which 
are interspersed around them, are distinguished in a very ])c- 
culiar manner by the luxuriance, softness, and amenity o f 
their native tints o f verdure. In sailing up the magnificent 
harbour of Rio dc Janeiro, the varied hues o f rude and un-
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cultivated nature, mingled with the still more varied shades 
produced by human industry, and heightened and rendered 
more prominent hy the contrast o f rugged and ndted moun­
tains, imparted to the surrounding prospect an infinite diver­
sity, which the eye could not behold, nor the mind con­
template, without experiencing that succession o f new deli 
which variety seldom fails to communicate; but here, in t ic 
strait o f Sunda, and particularly on the island o f Sumatia, 
which forms its left or western boundary, all is vegetation 
and verdure-all repose, and yet not a single maiked point 
for the eye to rest on. The colour o f the picture is one mass 
o f soft and luxuriant green, which, though the most agreeable 
and delightful o f tints, is particularly heavy unless relieved 
hy variefy. The eye o f the painter, whether it wandeis 
search o f scenery whose character is softness or ™d“ C ^  
picturesqueness, still requires variety;
ewcure, it is seldom contented to feast on simple food, ol to 
sft dovvm to a single dish, however richly it may bo ,
To a moral philosopher the appearance o f an n^ou 'i'led  and 
unbroken forest, like that on Sumatra, is pioduc i 
consoling reflections, being the sure indication o f a pane y 
o f human inhabitants, and o f the little progress made bj 
those few in the arts o f civilization. On the opposite si ore 
o f Java the forests are considerably broken, and the iiit . - 
mediate patches o f cleared ground exhibit evident maiks

cultivation.

Of the many little islands scattered over the 
the strait wc visited only two, that are situated at no great 
distance from the shore o f Java. They arc known to seamen
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I)J tlic names o f the Cap  and the B u tton . In a deep cavern, 
^vashed by the sea into the side o f the former, we disturbed 
sucii a multitude o f bats and swallows, that we were literally 
djiven back by the successive vollies in which they assailed 
us. The bats ni particular were excessively troublesome by 
flying entirely at random, owing to their jmpcrfect vision on 
encountering the light at the mouth o f the cave. The swal- 
loAvs were o f that species which, in the Sijstema N aturce, is 
called Esculenta, from the abundant use made o f  their nests 
m Chinese cookery. AVe found some thousands o f these nests 
attached to the sides o f the cavern, some containing youno- 

uds, and others eggs. The nests were o f  an oval shapiT 
slightly joined to each other at the extremities o f the lonoest 
c lamcter, and placed in regular and continued rows. Their 
external coating appeared to be the filaments o f  some species 
o f sea-weed, cemented together by a viscous substance, which 
was collected probably on the sea-shore : stripped o f this coat­
ing they were about an eighth o f an inch in thickness, had much 
the appearance o f a piece o f hard glue, semi-transparent, and 
evidently composed o f the same kind o f  gelatinous matter 
winch kept together the exterior fibres, and with which the 
stones and marine plants on the shores o f the island were 
covered. On the B u tton  island we shot an ?gua?ia, which 
measured four feet in length, and the flesh o f which, when 
roasted, was as white and delicate as that o f a chicken.

Half Avay up the strait, on the Java shore, there is a con­
siderable vilage called A n jerie , where ships may conveniently 
be supplied with water, and every kind o f  refreshment 
w nc 1 the island aflords in great abundance, and on terms
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sufficiently reasonable. Tor instance, we puichased fioni 
fifteen to twent}'  ̂ common fowls for a dollar, five fine capons 
for the same sum, and the j)iicc o f a raodcr^c sized buffalo 
was not more than ten or twelve dollars. Ihe natives usually 
come off in their canoes, to ships which may anchor here, 
with plentiful supplies o f the fruits peculiar to the island, 
and other vegetables that may be in season. The aic is dry 
and pleasant; and a cool refreshing breeze descends from the  ̂
high lands o f .Java, spreading its fragrance to a distance 
much beyond the anchorage o f the ships. Yet because this 
side o f the strait is occasionally subject to calms, which may 
sometimes have caused the delay ot t v̂o or three days at the 
utmost, few o f the outward-bound China ships touch at 
A n jerie , preferring to take in a fresh supply o f wood and 
^vater at North Island, or rather on the Sumatra shore op­
posite to this island, where only wood and water are pro­
curable, and where numbci’s o f seamen yearly fall a sacrifice 
either to jMalay treachery, from the plunderers who are al- 
w'ays lurking among the forests on this part o f the coast, or 
to the unhealthiness o f the place, occasioned by the heavy 
nio’htly fogs that hang over this low swampy shore, and the 
noxious vapours arising from the putrefactive fermentation o f 
vegetable matter; an operation which, in this region o f the 
world, is incessantly carrying on. We had full experience o f 
the conycnicncics o f the one place and the disadvantages o f 
the other, both on the outward-bound passage and on our 
return, to induce us on every consideration to give a decided 
preference to A v jer ie  point; and surely the delay o f a few 
days, or even a week, in a voyage o f such long duration, is

Y
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an object o f small importance, when compared with the 
health, the safety, and the comfort, o f a slhp’s company.

♦
In no other part o f the world do I recollect to have ob­

served such shoals o f  sharks as are constantly prowling near 
the shore at A /iJerie , attracted no doubt by the offals that 
float do’svn the liver or arc thrown upon the beach. When 
on board the Ilindostan, at this anchorage, I hooked one o f 
these voracious animals from the stern gallery, in doing 
Avhich, however, 1 had a veiy narrow escape from being 
dragged by it into the sea. N o sooner did the fish feel the 
hook in its jaw than, plunging towards the bottom, he drcAv 
llie line to its full stretch, wliich, being entangled in the rail- 
mg o f  the gallery, sAvept aAvay at once a great part o f  the 
iialustiade. In the rapidity Avith Avhich the rope ran out, a 
coil o f it got round my arm, but just as I was forced among 
the Avreck, the shark, by darting back to the surface, slack­
ened the rope sufficiently to enable me to disengage my arm 
and to get clear. Greatly as I was alarmed at this accident, 
a poor Javanese appeared to be still more so, avIio  happened 
at that moment to be astern o f  the ship, paddling his canoe 
with a load of fruit and vegetables. His apprehension lest 
the w'ounded shark, in rolling and plunging and lashing tlie 
Avatcr with its fins and tail, should overturn his little skiff, 
which was not much larger than the animal itself, his exer- * 
lions to get out o f its reach, and the marks o f terror that 
were visible on his countenance, struck our felloAv tra\'eller, 
Alexander, so forcibly that, though o f momentary duration, 
he caught with his jiencil a spirited sketch; Avhich, having
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THE
the merit at least o f being a true representation o f a Javanese 
canoe, with its paddle and bamboo outrigger, was considerecT 
as not unworthy o f being put into the engraver’s hands. The 
shark being killed Avith a harpoon, Avas then hoisted upon 
deck and opened. The contents o f its stomach foimed a 
mass o f such magnitude and variety as can scarcely be con­
ceived. It consisted, among other articles, o f the complete 
head of a female buihilo, a whole calf, a quantity o f entrails 
and o f bones, and large fragments o f the upper and under 
shells o f a considerable sized turtle. The length o f the shark 
was ten feet eight inches.

The Dutch have established a small fort at A n je r ie  point, 
consisting o f a low earthen embankment, surrounded Avith a 
palisade o f bamboo, and mounted with half a dozen four- 
pounder guns, some o f them Avithout carriages, but otheis 
preserved apparently with so much care from the weather as 
to be surrounded with a roof o f thatch. The whole garrison 
Avas composed o f a seijeant, a corporal, and six privates ; 
and was intended as a protection to the village against Malay 
pirates, and, at the same time, as a post to receiÂ e and con­
vey dispatches or intelligence to and from Batavia across the 
country, Avhen any o f their own ships or those o f an enemy 
micht make their appearance in the strait. This little tort, 
hoAvever insignificant in itself, was nevertheless not wholly 
uninteresting to us, from the circumstance o f its containing, 
within the palisade, the remains o f the late Colonel Cathcart, 
who died in the strait o f Banca, Avhen on his mission as Am­
bassador from the King o f Great Britain to the Emperor of 
China. The companions o f his voyage erected in this fort a
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^voodcii monument to his memory bcai'ing a suitable inserip- 
Tion, o f Avhich, being a perishable material, the friends and 
relatives o f the deceased may not be displeased to see an 
accurate representation.

On entering the strait we fell in with an homeward-bound 
Indiaman, which had left at Batavia a dispatch from China, 
addressed to I.ord Macartney. 'J’his circumstance, added to 
other considerations, made it expedient for the squadron to 
proceed thither as spon as we should have completed the ne­
cessary supply o f wood, Avatci-, and refi-eshments. Nothing 
could possibly be more delightful than the. short passage be­
tween North Island and Batavia, along the northern coast o f 
Java. The distance is about ninety miles; the sea is rarely 
ruffled ■with a gust o f wind, but is smooth as the serpentine 
river in Hyde l^ark ; and the crowd o f little islands risino- outO
of its surface is so immensely great, that even the indefati­
gable Dutch, Avho arc accustomed to deal in detail,' despair­
ing in this instance o f being able to assign to each a distinct 
name, have given to the whole groupe the general appella­
tion o f the Thousand Islands. I-b cry one o f these numerous 
islets is completely clothed with an unvarying tint pf the 
more lively verdure ; and though their surfaces are dat and 
little elevated above that o f the sea, yet the tall trees which 
grow on most o f them appear, from a distance, just like so 
many fleets o f ships. Some o f them are skirted by smooth 
sandy beachps, Avhere turtles in abundance resort ; but on 
the greater jiart, the branches and the roots o f  the trees 
strike into the salt water.
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The whole groupe o f the Thousand Islands, and indeed the 
greater paid o f all those whose surfiices are Hat in the neigh­
bourhood o f the equator, owe their origin to the lalwnrs of 
that order o f marine worms which Linnaiiis has arranged 
under the name o f Zoophyta.- 'J'hese little animals, in a most 
surpri/iing manner, construct their calcareous habitations un­
der an infinite variety o f forms, yet with that order and 
regularity, each after its own manner, which, to the minute 
inquirer, is so discernible in every part of the creation. But 
although the eye-may be convinced of the fact, it is difficult 
for the human mind to conceive the possibility o f insects so 
small being endued with the power, much less o f being fur­
nished in their own bodies with the materials, o f constructing 
the immense fabrics Avhich, in almost every part o f the 
Eastern and Pacific oceans lying between the tropics, are met 
with in the shape o f detached rocks, or reefs of great extent 
just even with the surface, or islands already clothed witli 
nlants, whose bases are fixed at the bottom o f the sea 
several hundred feet in depth, where light and heat, so 
very essential to animal life, if not excluded, are sparingly 
received and feebly felt. Thousands o f such rocks and reefs 
and islands are known to exist in the Eastern ocean, within, 
and even ̂ beyond, the limits o f the tropics. The eastern 
coast o f Kew Holland is almost wholly girt with reefs and 
islands o f coral rock, rising perpendicularly from the bottom 
o f the abyss. Captain Kent o f the Buffalo, speaking, o f a 
coral reef o f many miles in extent, on the south-ivest coast 
o f New Caledonia, observes that “  it is level with the water’s 

eclo-e, and, townirds the sea, as steep to as the wall o f a 
“  house; that he sounded frequently within twdee the ship’s
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length o f it with a line o f one hundred and fifty fathoms, 
or nine hundred feet, without being able to reach the 

“  bottom.” How wonderful, how inconceivable, that such 
stupendous fabrics should rise into existence from the silent, 
but incessant and almost imperceptible, labours o f such insig­
nificant worms !

• I

From the soft and leather-like consistence o f the tubulated 
surfaces o f the coral fabrics, it would appear that as the old 
animals die and their calcareous cells become rigid, succeed­
ing generations continue their operations on the upper and 
lateral surfaces, each according to the particular form Avhich 
nature has prescribed ; for the texture and construction o f the 
rocks are very different in different parts o f them ; and though 
they have received the general denomination o f coral, few o f 
them are o f that description which, from their ramifications 
resembling the roots and branches o f trees, led the ancient 
naturalists to conclude that they might form an inter­
mediate class o f organized beings, partaking o f the double 
nature o f plants and animals. It is true, the fragile branches 
o f corals and corallines being easily broken, their materials 
may, by some process, be cemented together, and contribute 
to the formation o f the amorphous bases o f coral islands ; but 
the great masses o f rock appear to be composed chiefly o f. 
madrepores, celliporcs, and tubiporcs. In order to ascertain 
whether the central part, as well as the shore, o f North 
Island consisted o f these substances, we removed the soil, 
and at the depth o f about three feet found large blocks o f 
madrepores, and various cellular masses o f calcareous forma­
tion ; and, among other articles, we dug up a very large shell

7
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o f  the Chcima gigas, supposed to be the largest species oi’ 
shcll-fisli that exists in the universe. One o f the old Dutch 
navigators observes, that thirty o f his people made a very 
comfortable supper o f a single cockle, for the relation ol which 
it may readily be supposed he obtained very little credit. 
The gigantic Cliama, which was the Dutchman’s cockle, is, 
however, sufliciently large for the purpose ; near the shores 
o f the island we found several o f these shells, some of which 
could not be o f less weight than four hundred pounds the 
pair.

It is sufficiently remarkable tliat, although different kinds 
o f what arc usuall}’" called corals or corallines are found on the 
shores o f the West India islands, no huge masses o f rock, nor 
reefs, nor islands wholly composed o f this material, have 
been discovered. A  process o f creation, carried on by such 
minute and imperceptible gradation, may probably recpiire a 
jjacific ocean, and be liable to too imich interruption from the 
hurricanes o f the Atlantic, or from the stream which, sweep­
ing round the Cape o f Good Hope, sets with rapidity through 
the gulf o f Mexico and beyond the banks o f Newi'oundland. 
When we reflect, however, that a very large proportion o f 
the multitude o f islands Avhich are found between the tropics, 
in the opposite hemisphere, have been created by the meanest 
and most insignificant o f animated beings, so very insignifi­
cant indeed that many o f the species have not yet been dis­
covered by man, “  it is impossible,”  as Sir George Staunton 
has well observed, “  not to be struck with the diversified 
“  operations o f nature for obtaining the same end, whether 
“  employed in originally fixing the granite foundation o f the
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Brazils; or in throwing up, by some sudden and subse­
quent convulsion, the island o f Amsterdam; or in con­
tinuing to this hour, through the means o f animated beings, 

“  the formation o f new islands in the strait o f Sunda/

The number and the magnitude o f those wonderful fabrics, 
dispersed over the Eastern ocean, and daily increasing in 
bulk and extent, furnish no weak support to that theory 
which supposes all marbles, limestones, and every species o f 
calcareous rock, to have been the production ot animated 
beings; a theory that is rendered still more plausible from the 
m3U’iads o f minute shells found in many o f them, and of 
which some o f the most beautiful o f the marines arc almost 
wholly composed.

It cannot escape ob:^cr\'ation that no sooner have the points 
o f the coi al rocks reached the surl’ace, so as to form a barrier 
for the accretion o f adventitious matter floating on the waves, 
and b}̂  its accumulation rise into an islet, than the seeds o f 
the veiictable world burst into life : for all the islands o f coral 
formation, perhaps without a single exception, are covered 
with"plants. I f  then it really be the fact that new islands are 
thus continuall}" forming, we shall be borne out in the con­
clusion that a combination o f animal and calcareous matter 
is more favourable to the production and growth o f vegetables 
than the materials o f such newh’- created islands as owe 
their origin to subterrancoiis fires. • It would be incon­
sistent to suppose that, where new surfaces are continually 
arising and yet no nakedness appears, the same slow progress 
had gradually taken place from the humble and almost uii-
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organized lichen to the tail tree o f the forest, which is con­
sidered to be the ordinary and gradual process o f vegetation 
in volcanic countries.

In no port nor harbour, since our departure from Ports­
mouth, had we met with so great a number o f shipping as 
were collected in the bay o f Batavia, l^arge Dutch India- 
men, mostly dismantled for want o f m en; English trading 
vessels from Bengal, Madras, and Bom bay; immense Chinese 
junks, whose singular forms seemed to bespeak an antiquity 
as remote as that o f Noah’s ark ; Malay proas, and Javanese 
canoes; with three or four French ships carrying into the 
Eastern world, in addition to the natural products o f their 
country, the monstrous doctrines o f the Rights o f Man, were 
promiscuously riding at anchor in the road o f Batavia, 
practical part o f these novel doctrines was grievously com­
plained o f by the officers o f one o f the French ships. The 
crew, it seems, had one day taken it into their heads that, 
by virtue o f the sacred and inalienable principle o f all men 
being equal, they had a right to enjoy as good a dinner as 
their officers, no matter wdio should pay for i t ; and accord­
ingly, having followed the dishes into the cabin, they seated 
themselves at table, inviting, in the most obliging manner, 
the Captain and other officers to partake o f their own dinner 
with them. These gentlemen, however, finding their autho­
rity and their property at stake, thought it prudent to make 
application to the government o f Batavia for a few German 
troops to instruct their crew in the rights o f discipline, ami 
in the duties o f obedience and subordination.
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The bay o f Batavia is circumscribed on the south by the 
coast o f Java, and by fifteen or sixteen small islands inter­
spersed in every direction from the east round by the north 
to the west. Its capacity is perhaps sufficiently great to 
contain the whole navy ot England; it is perfectly secuie at 
all seasons, and the water is rarely disturbed in any violent 
deo’ree by the winds. The principal islands that surround it 
are those which bear the names o f Onrmt, Vnrmerent, Kuiper, 
and Edam. On the first is the naval arsenal, store-houses, 
saw-mills, and work-shops o f the artificers. It is encompassed 
with batteries, d Jleur d’eau, which, however, atlord only a 
I'eeble protection to the island, and none to the shipping in 
the bay, nor indeed to any o f the passages leading into it. 
On Purmereiit, which appears to be a very pleasant island, is 
situated an extensive naval hospital.

'I’he coast o f Java, on this side o f the island, is so very flat, 
and so thickl}' covered with tamarind, cocoa nut, canaiy, and a 
variety o f other trees, that no part o f the city o f Batavia, except 
tlic cupola o f the great clmrch, is visible from the ships in the 
|)ay, although the distance is little more than an English mile, 
'fhe great plain on which this city stands seems indeed to be 
of alluvions production, and appears to be extending in such 
rapid progression that, with the assistance of the coral-making* 
insects, it may not recpiirc the lapse o f many centuries before 
the whole bay, together with the sweep ot islands that en­
compass it, will become united with the Java continent. 
The movrth o f the river, which empties its waters into the 
bay, has obviously travelled downwards more than a hun-
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drcd yards in the short space o f time which the Dutch have 
held the settlement. To prevent inundations, and to keep 
open a free communication Avith the bay, they found it ne­
cessary to run out tAvo stone piers five hundred yards in 
length; and the land has noAV advanced nearly to their ex­
treme points; so that it may again be expedient, before the 
expiration o f half a centur}^ to come, to extend the Avork still 
farther into the bay. The W ater Castle Avith its four bas­
tions, so called from its being once insulated, has long been 
left on the Avestern bank ot the river, in seamen s language, 
high and d r y ; Avhere, hoAvever, it still appears to be no less 
useful than before, as a Avovk of defence to the entrance o f 
the river.

In making choice o f the present site ot the city o f Batavia, 
the predilection o f the Dutch for a Ioav SAvampy situation 
evidently got the better o f their prudence ; and the fatal coii- 
seijuences that haA’e im ariably attended this choice, from its 
first establishment to the present period, irrefragably demon­
strated b}' the many thousands avIi o  have fallen a sacrifice to 
it, have nevertheless been hitherto unaA^ailing to induce the 
government either altogether to abandon the spot for another 
more healthy, or to remoA'̂ e the local and immediate causes 
o f  a more than ordinary mortality. Never Avere national pre­
judices and national taste so injudiciously misapplied, as in 
the attempt to assimilate those o f Holland to the climate and 
the soil o f Batavia. Yet such has been the aim .of the set­
tlers, Avhich they have endeavoured to accomplish with iude. 
fatigable industry. An extended plain ot rich alluvions land.
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with a copious river serpcntiziiig through it, in a stream o f so 
easy and gentle a current that the water with great facility 
was capablQ o f being conducted at pleasure; a tract o f 
country holding out such easy means o f being intersected by 
canals and ditches, and endjellished with fish ponds ; o f being 
converted into gardens and villas, where draw-bridges for 
ornament and trek-schuijts for pleasure and convenience could 
be adopted, presented temptations too strong for Dutch taste 
to resist. Nothing, however, can possibly be more gratif}"- 
ing to the eye than the general appearance o f the country 
which surrounds Batavia. Here no aridity, no sterility, no 
nakedness even partially intervene between the plantations 
o f coffee, sugar, pepper, rice, and other valuable products, 
which are enclosed and divided by trees o f the choicest 
fruits. In the immediate vicinity o f the eity, the extensive 
gardens o f the Dutch, embellished with villas in the Oriental 
style, furnished with every convenience that a luxurious and 
voluptuous taste can suggest, are charming to behold from a 
little distance, but do not improve by a nearer acquaintance. 
’The vitiated taste o f Holland, delighting in straight avenues, 
irinmied hedges, myrtles and other evergreens eut into the 
■wails o f  T roy, and flower-beds laid out in circles, squares, 
and ])olygons, are no less offensive to the eye than the nu­
merous ditches and fish-ponds, from their stench and cxhala-. 
tions, are injurious to the health, besides being the nurseries 
of an innumerable host o f frogs and mosquitoes.

Jn carrying into execution the plan o f their new city, the 
first operation o f the Dutch was to divide the river into tAvo
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branches, in such manner as to insulate a quadrangular space 
o f  ground; and just within these new channels, which served 
as a wet ditch, to erect a wall o f the height o f about twenty 
feet, chiefly o f coral rock. This wall they flanked Avith 
twenty redoubts or irregular projections, some o f them mount­
ing three guns, some tAvo, and others none. Four great 
gates, Avith as many draAv-bridges, communicated Avith the 
four suburbs. Tho citadel or the castle stands on the north 
side, or that next to the bay, without the Avails of the city, 
being surrounded Avith its OAvn Avail from twent3'-five to thirty 
feet high; and its four bastions, to denote the Avealth and 
magnificence o f the settlement, bear the splendid names of 
the Diamond, the Pearl, the Sapphire, and the R u by : their 
materials, hoAvever, like those o f the city Avail, are chiefly 
composed o f calcareous coral rock. The government house, 
a neat chapel, and nearly all the public offices, are A\dthin the 
enclosure o f the castle. The different canals that surround 
and intersect the toAvn, uniting just beloAV the citadel, form a 
Avide navigable river that floAvs in a gentle current into the 
bay. Across this river is throAvn a wooden boom, a little be­
low the castle, and opposite to the custom-house; and at a 
short distance farther doAvn, on the Avest side, is the L oo  fort, 
mounting seven or eight guns, all pointing down the river. 
On the opposite or eastern side there is also a batteiy as Avell 
as an extensive line, flanked Avith several redoubts, intended to 
cover the various magazines and stores, the gunpoAvder mills, 
saw-mills, timber-yard, foundery for casting cannon, with all 
the work-shops o f the different artificers belonging to this once 
splendid establishment.
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All these works have evidently been planned Mdth the view 
rather o f keeping the natives in awe, than as adequate de- 
fenees against the attaek o f European trooj)s. The best 
defenee, indeed, whieh mâ  ̂ be reekoned upon against such 
an enemy, is that which the ravages o f this, destructive climate 
would almost immediately occasion among unseasoned troops ; 
and it is to be hoped that this consideration will alwa3'̂ s 
operate with the British government as a sufficient reason for 
not attempting to wrest it out o f the hands o f  the Dutch. 
For as the shipping may at any time be taken out o f  the bay 
by a superior naval force, their possession o f the town and 
garrison cannot be o f material injury to the interests o f Great 
Britain, provided we have a strong and active squadron in 
the Indian seas.

Batavia, though not o f an extraordinary size, nor embel­
lished with buildings that are worthy o f  particular notice for 
elegance o f design or magnificence o f dimensions, may never­
theless be considered to rank among the neatest and the 
handsomest cities in the world. The ground plan is in the 
shape o f a parallelogram, whose length from north to south is 
4200 feet, and breadth 3000 feet. The streets are laid out 
in straight lines, and cross each other at right angles. Each 
street has its canal in the middle, cased with stone walls, 
which rise into a low parapet on the two margins. A t the dis­
tance o f six feet from this parapet wall is a rorv o f  evergreen 
trees, under the shade o f which, on this intermediate space, 
arc erected little open pavilions o f  wood, surrounded with 
scats, where the Dutch part o f the inhabitants smoke their
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pipes and drink their beer in the cool o f the evening. Be- 
3̂ ond the trees is a gravelled road from thirty to sixty feet in 
width, terminated also on the opposite side by a second row 
o f evergreens. This road is appropriated for the use o f car­
riages, horses, cattle, and, as particularly pointed , out by 
proclamation, for all slaves, who arc strictly prohibited from 
walking on the flagged causeway in front o f the houses, as 
they are also from wearing stockings and shoes, in order that 
their naked feet may be the means o f making their condition 
notorious. This trotto ir  or footway is at least six feet wide ; and 
as the breadth o f the canals is generally the same as that of 
the can'iage road, the whole width of tin; Batavian streets may 
be considered to run from 114 to 204 feet; and the city is 
said to contain twenty o f such streets, with canals in the 
middle, over Avhich they reckon about thirty stone bridges. 
The trees that embellish the streets are o f different kinds, but 
the most common are two species o f CallophylUim, called by 
botanists the Inophyllum , and the Calaha, the Canarium Com­
mune, or canary-nut tree, the G iiettarda  Speciosa, with its 
odoriferous flowers, and the free, elegant, and spreading 
tamarind tree.

In the style and architecture o f the public buildings tlicre 
is little to praise and much to condemn, 'i'he Dutch, lioth 
at home and abroad, have hithcito resisted, with an obstinacy 
which indeed on most occasions influences the conduct o f 
this nation, the introduction o f the Greek and Roman models 
o f architecture. 'J’he large octagon church is considered by 
the inhabitants as a master-piece o f elegance in its design,
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and o f neatness in the execution ; and is carefully pointed out 
to the notice o f visitors. The annexed engraving will enable 
the reader, in some measure, to form a judgment how far its 
merits are correspondent to the high notions they bestow on 
it. The inside, however, is fitted up with great neatness, 
and a magnificent and fine-toned organ occupies completely 
a side of the octagon. The [mlpit o f  teak wood is a la­
borious piece o f workmanship, which is executed in a good 
style o f carving. The expence of'finishing this church is 
calculated to have amounted to eighty thousand pounds. 
The other public buildings consist in a Lutheran and a 
Portugueze church, a Mahomedan mosque and a Chinese 
temple; the stadt-house, the spin-house, the infirmary, 
the chamber o f  orphans, and some other institutions o f 
inferior note; beside a very convenient and extensive market 
for butchers’ meat, poultry, fish, grain and vegetables. 
The private houses o f  the inhabitants, and particularly o f 
those in the service o f the East India Company, are gene­
rally o f great dimensions; the rooms are lofty, the doors and 
windows large. Most o f  the wood work and the furniture 
within arc painted o f a light chocolate brown, and all the 
mouldings are gilt. The ground floors are flagged with 
smooth blue stones or square brown tiles which, being fre­
quently v̂ ashed in the course o f the day, communicate a 
refreshing and an agreeable coolness to the lower apartments.

From a register that is kept o f the taxable dwelling
houses in the city and suburbs o f Batavia, it appears that 
there are 7
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Houses.
Within the walls - - - - 1993
In the south suburbs - _ -  - 508
In the suburbs near the Rotterdam gate - -  732
In the suburbs near the Utrecht gate, chiefly inhabited 

by Javanese and free Malays - - 7 b0
In the Chinese town on the western side - - 1277

Making in the whole 5270
«

Which, together with the villages and villas within a circuit 
o f  ten miles round Batavia, contain a population o f about 
116,000 souls, consisting o f

East India Company’s servants o f every descrip­
tion 800, and wdth their families - - 3,300

Burghers or free citizens 1138, and with their.
families _ .  _ - - 5,660

Javanese and free Malays - - - 68,000
Chinese - _ - » _ _ 22,000
Slaves - - - - -  17,000

:lf{ : l - a l

Total 115,960

But the total population within the extent o f the govern­
ment o f Batavia is reckoned at 150,000 souls ; that o f all the 
other Dutch settlements on Java collectiyely at 230,000; 
and o f the whole island, wliich, however, is .little belter 
than a guess, at 2,000,000.
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The mortality o f Europeans in Batavia k  far beyond what 
is known in any other settlement, exceeding, in the best o f 
times, that in the most fatal o f the West India islands. O f 
persons newly arrived the usual calculation is that three in 
five will die the first year; and, o f the remaining survivors, the 
mortality is never considered to be less than from nine to twelve- 
in the hundred, which is the usual proportion o f seasoned Euro­
peans, exclusive o f infants. Among these, likewise, are not in­
cluded cither troops or seamen. The havock which this perni­
cious climate, added to their debaucheries and irregular conduct, 
occasion among these thoughtless people, is truly deplorable. 
The register o f deaths in the military hospital in 6‘2 years 
amounted to ?8,000 persons, or 1358 every year; and as the 
establishment o f European troojis seldom exceeded 1500, and 
was concrally less than half that number, it may fairly be eon- 
eluded that eveiy soldier rvho has been sent out to Batavia has 
perished there, which is I believe literally the fact. In 1791 a 
detachment o f troops, hired by the Dutch from the Duke o f 
Wirtemberg, was sent from the Cape o f G  ood H ope to this place, 
eontrary to the express terms on which they agreed to enter. It. 
consisted of six otliccrs and 270 men. 'I'he follorving year five o f 
the oflicers ami 150 privates had fallen a sacrifice to the climate. 
The condition k)f a German soldier, thus lent out by his mer­
cenary master do fight the battles o f a foreign power in the 
most destructive o f all climates, is Cijually deplorable with 
that o f a negro slavte; and the petty princes who niise a re­
venue, for the support o f their splendour, by such unwar­
rantable and inhuman means, deserve to be considered, in 
this respect, in a point o f view not more favourable than the 
common traffickers in negro slaves.
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But the great mortality o f Europeans in Batavia is by no 
means confined to the troops and the seamen. An extia- 
ordinary instance o f the fatal eflects of the climate, e\en 
among the seasoned Europeans, is related by Mr. Thunbeig. 
ToAvards the end o f the year 1775, he dined at the tabie of 
his friend Ur. Iloflinan, in company with thirteen persons, 
all o f Avhorn, on his return from Japan in the month o f January 
1 7 7 7 , had paid the debt o f nature, except tlic doctor and 
himself. I heard a young lady say that, in the course o f ten 
months after their arrival, out o f eleven persons o f which her 
family consisted, her father, brother, and six sisters had fallen 
a sacrifice to the noxious air o f Batavia AV e had indeed, in oui 
OAvn instance, a fatal proof of the malignancy o f this climate. 
Notwithstanding every precaution that was taken for pie­
serving the health o f the crew, a dysentery accompanied with 
typhous fever Avas here brought on board, Avhich continued Avith 
more or less severity during the remaining part o f the voyage. 
AVe had not lost a man on our arrival at this place, but from 
hence to the end o f the voyage there died not fcAver than
fifty men.

O f the 115,960 inhabitants o f Batavia and its neighbour­
hood the mortality is rarely less than 4000 souls. The account 
is probably not kept with much accuracy, but the following 
numbers o f the several classes o f inhabitants may be consi­
dered as pretty nearly the tiuth.

Dutch, halt-cast and families 
Chinese
Natives and Malays 
Slaves
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Exclusive o f the military, seamen, and slave children 
Avho are not registered. So that the effects o f the cli- 
mate, or, perhaps more strictly speaking, the circumstances 
under which the different descriptions o f people live in 
this climate, are most destructive to the European settlers 
and their families, and to their slaves— to those who are 
most intemperate in their living, and to those who are at 
tlie complete mercy o f the intemperate.. The degTee o f heat 
is not, indeed, by any means so high as might be expected 
in a large tract o f  land so little removed from under the 
ecjuinoctial line, and in a portion o f it at a considerable dis­
tance from mountains or high grounds. The usual tempera­
ture, in the middle o f the da)% is from 84“ to 80“ ; but it 
tluctuates from 76“ to 96°. During night the thermometer sel­
dom sinks below 72°, or rises higher than 70°* It is not, there­
fore, the great heat to which must be ascribed the destructive 
effects to the human race, so much as other circumstances 
connected with the local situation and the imprudent manner 
o f living. Batavia is built on the midst o f a swampy plain, 
out o f which is constantly engendered a foul and contami­
nated atmos{)here, stagnating over it in calm weather, and 
circulating through it from whatever quarter the wind may 
happen to blow. On that side o f the city which is inland 
the industrious Chinese carry on their various manufactures, 
such as tanning leather, burning shells into lime, baking- 
earthen ware, boiling sugar, and distilling arrack. Their 
rice grounds, their sugar plantations, and their gardens well 
stocked with all kinds o f vegetables, surround the city. In 
these gardens, as in their own country, they sink large tubs 
or earthen vessels, into which are collected all sorts o f  animal 
and vegetable matte”, to be converted by putrefactive fer-
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m e n t a t i o n  in t o  m a n u r e .  N o r  d o  t h e  s e a  b r e e z e s ,  w h i c h  in  

m o s t  o f  t h e  t r o p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  c o o l  a n d  r e f r e s h in g ,  a f f o r d  

a n y  r e l i e f  t o  B a t a v ia .  It is  t r u e  t h e y  s e t  in  p r e t t y  r e g u la r ly  

a b o u t  t e n  in  t h e  m o r n in g ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t i l l  f o u r  o r  f iv e  in  t h e  

a f t e r n o o n ; a n d  t h e  l a n d  b r e e z e  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  

t o w a r d s  n in e  o r  t e n  in  t h e  e v e n in g ,  c o n t i n u i n g  a t  in t e r v a ls  t i l l  

d a y - b r e a k  : b u t ,  a s  I h a v e  a l r e a d y  o b s e r v e d ,  b o t h  t h e  o n e  

a n d  t h e  o t h e r ,  in  p a s s in g  o v e r  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  m a r s h y  

g r o u n d ,  a r e  e q u a l l y  i m p r e g n a t e d  w i t h  c o n t a g i o u s  v a p o u r s .  

T h e  d i t c h e s  w i t h in  t h e  c i t y  a r e  m a n y  o f  t h e m  s t a g n a n t ,  a n d  

h ig h ly  o f f e n s i v e ; a n d  t h e  D u t c h  h a v e  t h e  i m p r u d e n t  c u s t o m  

o f  b u r y i n g  t h e ir  d e a d  n o t  o n l y  w i t h in  t h e  c i t y  Avails b u t  a ls o  

in  t h e  c h u r c h e s .  It is  n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  in  t h e  le a s t  s u i p i i z i n g  

t h a t  d is e a s e s  o f  a  f a t a l  n a t u r e  s h o u ld  p r e v a i l  in  s u c h  a  

c o u n t r y .  T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  o f  t h e s e  a r e  d y s e n t e r ie s  a n d  

p u t r id  a n d  i n f l a m m a t o r y  f e v e r s ,  A vh icli in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  v e r y  

fcAv d a y s ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  in  a  feAv h o u r s ,  p r o v e  f a t a l ; o r  t h e y  

t e r m i n a t e  in  a  r e g u la r  in t e r m it t e n t ,  A vh ich , s e t t l in g  m  » a  

q u o t i d i a n  o r  t e r t ia n  a g u e ,  is  a f t e r w a r d s  Avith d i f f i c u l t y  g o t  

r id  o f .  T h e  p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  b o d y  f o r  d is e a s e  is  s u c h ,  

t h a t  v e r y  s l ig h t  A v o u n d s  a r e  f r e q u e n t ly  a t t e n d e d  Avith g a n g i e n e  

o r  lo ck -ja A V . V e r y  fcAV s u r v iv e  t h e  a g e  A vh ich  is c o n s i d e i e d  in  

E u r o p e  a s  t h e  m i d d l e  p o i n t  o f  l i f e .

T l i e  u s u a l  Avay o f  d i v i d i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  a s  in  m o s t  t r o p i c a l  

c l im a t e s ,  is  i n t o  t h e  r a in y  a n d  t h e  d r y  s e a s o n s ,  t h e  fir s t  s e t ­

t i n g  in  a b o u t  N o v e m b e r  a n d  c o n t in u in g  t h r o u g h  A p r i l ; b u t  

t h e  D u t c h ,  a b s u r d ly  e n o u g h ,  b o t h  in  s p e a k in g  a n d  A vriting , 

g i v e  n a m e s  t o  t h e  m o n t h s  a s  h a v in g  s o m e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e ir  

p r o d u c t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  A vh ich  d is t in g u is h  t h e m ,  m
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Europe ; thus, they have their Haj/ month, their H ine month, 
their Flozi'er m on th ; ancj, unluckily for their nomenclature, 
as used in this place, their IVinter month happens when the sun 
is nearly vertical. AVho would have suspected that the 
B rum aire, the G erm inal, the Floreal, and almost the whole o f 
the Erench republican calendar, were stolen from their Dutch 
friends, who have been in the constant use o f it for cen­
turies past ? It is doubtful if the French will retain it so long, 
and whether, in their thirst for novelty, they may not pro­
pose to compliment the present august family on the throne 
by a transfer o f their names to the calendar months, or, which 
would be more convenient for themselves and the rest o f 
Europe, revert to the old ones which have stood the test o f
so manv ao’cs.•. o

It has been observed that metals and other valuable pro­
ductions o f the mineral kingdom are usually found in the 
greatest abundance under poor and barren soils. Admitting 
the converse o f this observation to be true, the surface o f the 
island o f Java, covered with a fertile soil and clothed with a 
redundant vegetation, holds out little encouragement for the 
researches o f the mineralogist. There arc, it is true, high 
and naked mountains in the central parts o f the island, 
whose summits are occasionally Avrapt in snoAv, and some­
times involved in the smoke o f volcanic fires; but little is 
known o f their structure and materials. Various eruptions 
arc said to have happened since the Dutch first settled on the 
island, and slight shocks o f earthquakes have frecpiently 
been felt; and in several places near the feet o f the moun­
tains are thermal springs, whose Avaters are impregnated Avith
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iron. Beyond these fticts little if any thing is known to the 
Dutch. The soil o f the island may generally be considered 
as pure vegetable mould, vesting on clay, or argillaceous iion 
stone, or coarse limer-stone o f a loose and porous texture, the 
remains, perhaps, o f coral rocks crumbled into aniorphous 
masses by the all-destroying hand of time, 'i’he northern 
coast is almost wholly girt by coral fabrics.

There arc not, probably,‘ many spots on the globe which, 
on the same space, can boast ot so rich and varied a fund 
o f vegetable productions as are to be found on the island o f 
Java; o f trees so remarkable for the grandeur and elegance 
o f their appearance, the beauty and fragrance oi flicir 
flowers, and the richness and variety of their fruits, l o
enumerate the valuable articles it produces towards supph- 
ing the necessities, the couveniencies, and the luxuries ot 
mankind is a task for which I am not prepared, nor, if I 
were, would it be consistent with the plan o f tlie present 
work, which professes only general description and observa­
tion ; I shall mention, therefore, such only as arc most re- 
makablc for their beauty, utility, or some peculiar quality, 
in the neighbourhood of Batavia.

Among the grand and numerous tribe o f palms, tlie cocoa 
claims the first distinction. This tall and majestic tree, so 
abundantly spread over the low coasts o f most of the Oriental 
islands, appears to be in Java of more luxuriant growth than 
1 remember to have seen it elsewhere, towering sometimes to 
the astonishing height o f 150 feet. The nut, when young, 
contains a miiky fluid, o f which the natives are excessively
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fond, and which they collect into pots suspended at the ex­
tremity o f the branches. To fix these vessels is an operation 
which appears to be attended with no small degree o f dan­
ger ; rather than to take the trouble o f ascending the high 
stem o f each individual tree, the usual method is to lay poles 
horizontally from one to the other, and to crawl along these 
poles. Tlie liquid that exudes through the footstalk o f the 
young nut, or rather the germ out o f which the nut is pro­
duced, is called by the Dutch, after passing the first stage o f 
fermentation, palm wine; but it is seldom used by them, 
havins: a strong and disagreeable flavour. In the second 
stage, it becomes a pleasant vinegar. The uses, indeed, to 
which this liquid is applied are very various : it is a material 
ingredient in the distillation o f arrack ; if slowly evaporated 
over the fire, or in the open air, the residue is a coarse, brown 
sugar. The pulpy substance o f the nut, when ripe, is sweet 
and nutritive, the liquid it then contains agreeable and re­
freshing, and an oil o f very extensive use is expressed from 
the kernel. This tree is, in fact, to the natives o f Java what 
the bamboo is to those o f China. Their humble dwelling's are 
almost entirely constructed from the materials which it sup­
plies. The principal posts or standards, the poles o f the 
roof, the rafters and the laths, are he^vn out o f its stem ; and 
its leaves are used for thatch. It furnishes them with various, 
implements, utensils, and domestic furniture. The shell o f 
the nut is converted into cups, whose surfaces are carved 
with great skill and neatness into a variety o f figures and 
devices, exhibiting curious specimens o f what may very pro­
perly be called “  the laboiious cifccts o f idleness." The 
fibres of the husk, which covers the nut, are manufactured

7
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into mats, into a coarse kind o f cloth, ropes, and small 
cordage. Among the many just observations which mark the 
authenticity o f the accounts o f two IMahomedan travellers, 
who visited China in the ninth century, that o f the variety ot 
uses to which the cocoa, tree is applied is not the least curious. 
“  'J’he people o f Oman,” says one o f these travellers, “  go to 
“  the Cocoa islands, and, having felled the tree, with the 
“  bark spin a yarn, with which they sew the planks together, 
“  and so build a ship; o f the same wood they cut and round 
“  away a mast; o f the leaves they weave the sails, and the 
“  bark they convert into cordage; having thus completed 
“  their vessel, they load her with cocoa nuts, which they 
“  carrv back to sell at Oman.

1̂1 H

Of all the delicious fruits that are produced in’ the East, 
perhaps I may venture to say in the Avhole world, the man- 
goostan ma}' fairly set up its claim to the pici'eience. I.he 
tree on which it grows, though not magnificent, is cxtremely 
bcautiful, bearing, like the orange, both fruit and flowers at 
the same time on the extremities o f the branches. Tliis fruit 
is no less fascinating to the eye than it is gratifying to the taste. 
Its form is round, generally a perfect sphere; the coloui a 
bright or dark purple, according to the degree o f its ripeness : 
it rests in a permanent green calj^x, and the uppci part is 
surmounted by a corona, which is generally divided into as 
many rays as the fruit within consists o f lobes, which arc of 
a delicate white puljiy substance, covering each a small nut. 
The husk or shell contains a brown astringent juice, Avliich, 
Avith oxyd o f iron, makes a clear shining ink o f a dee]> 
purple. The annexed plate Avill convey a tolerably conect
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idea o f the leaves, flower, and fruit o f the rnangoostan. The 
nianco is another fruit o f exejuisite flavour, Avhen o f a good 
sort, but o f that peculiar taste which is not relished every 
palate. It grows on a large spreading tree, not unlike the 
walnut. The Rambootan or haiiy fruit (the Nephelium Echi- 
natmn) and the Poolasnng (a larger species o f the same genus) 
arc cool and agreeable fruits, o f a delicate subacid flavour, 
highly refreshing in a rvarm climate. The trees on which 
they grow arc shewy, free, and elegant. The annexed is a 
branch o f the rambootan : the leaves o f the poolosang are 
much narrower; the fruit is larger and wants those hairy 
spines which cover the former. Oranges, lemons, citrons, and 
shaddocks, are plentiful in the gardens about Batavia ; so 
also is the Eugenia or rose apple, o f which there are two 
species ; the Averhoa, consisting likewise o f two species (the 
Carambola ^vhich is used for tarts, and the Belimhing as a 
j)ickle), guavas, annonas, dates, and bananas. The Atro~ 
carpus or Jack fruit grows wild in great plenty, as does also 
a laro'e fruit called the Doorian, whose smell is extremelyO
disgusting, and flavour somewhat like wliat one might sup­
pose the taste to be o f a custard seasoned with garlic; but 
both the taste and the smell arc said not only to lose their often- 
sivc qualities by frequent use, but to become extremely fascinat­
ing. The fragments, however, o f this fruit arc strictly prohibited • 
from being thrown into the streets; nor are they suft’ered to 
remain about-the stalls in the market, on account o f the fetid 
smell, which, rvlicn in a state o f putrefaction, is supposed to 
taint the air and render it highly injurious to health. A fruit 
called the Boa Lansa is in great estimation among the several 
classes o f inhabitants. It grows in clusters like grapes, upon
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a tree o f moderate sifîe. Eaeli individual fruit bears a resem­
blance to tlie famous L i-teh i o f China, being a pulpy sub­
stance o f a delicate subacid taste, comprehended within a 
thin crustaccous covering. Pine apples are produced in such 
abundance that .they are sent into the city, like turnips to 
Covent Garden, piled up in carts. As a fruit they are not 
much esteemed, except for preserving in sugar. Their acid 
juices are employed for removing rust from sword blades, 
knives, and other articles o f polished iron. Most o f the fruits 
o f Europe have been trans])lanted hither, but, as might be 
expected, they dwindle and degenerate in an equinoctial 
climate.

>i •>

m

Among the trees that are remarkable for singularity or 
beauty may be noticed the Casuarina E quisetifolia , so named 
from the general resemblance o f its small pendent branches 
to the hair o f the casuary and the plant Equisefw n  or H orse­
tail ; the M itchelia  Tchampaca, one variety bearing white, 
and the other yellow, flowers o f exquisite fragrance, yielding 
by distillation a spirit more powerful, but not less delicate, 
than the perfume which is extracted from roses ; the Termi- 
nalia Catappa, a grand and beautiful tree, which beai-s a nut 
usually known by the name ot the Indian almond ; and which, 
with the Bqmhax and the E njthrina CoraUodendru7n, are per­
haps the only instances in this country o f trees whose leaves 
arc deciduous. The Bomhax bears a long pod, whicli con­
tains a silky substance like the pod o f the Asclepias ; but its 
short staple renders it unfit for other purposes than the .stuffing 
o f cushions or mattresses. Thousands o f variegated Ivories
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visit the coral trees, when tliey push forth their large clusters 
o f scarlet flowers, in the same manner as the little paroquets 
frequent the same species o f tree in Southern Africa. The 
Lyriodenclrum  T u lip iferim , the M agn olia , the M elia , and 
Bignonia, are all o f them shewy and elegant trees.

The trees, the shrubs, and the herbaceous plants, that are 
cultivated in the gardens o f Batavia for their beauty or their 
fragrance, are very numerous. Among them we observed 
the G ardenia Florida, and another species called C atjepering , 
the Caryophyllum  or clove, the L aurus Cinnamoma or cinnamon 
tree,thei¥y/vsiicff or nutmeg, the iVyciawi/icsor Arabian jasmine, 
lhePohimi/<esortuberosc,whichisherccalled ih^SoondalM allam , 
the W anton o f  the n ig h t ; the P lum eria , whicli is usually planted 
near the graves, \hcOcymiim BaHilicum,B^\c Seree or lenion grass, 
which is used as an ingredient in the favourite dish o f C urrie. 
Among the aromatic plants those held in most esteem are the 
three species o f pepper, the common black pepper, the betel, 
and the Serihoo or long pepper, which is used by the several 
natives cither alone or with the betel lea f; the different species 
o f Capsicum, the common ginger, and that species produc­
ing Avliat the Dutch call Cardomums, Avhich arc the silicles 
or pods o f the Amomum Com pactum . These seeds are eaten 
by the ladies to sweeten tlie breath, and to remove any 
otfensive smell that might remain after the daily use o f garlic 
and onions, which always enter into the standing dish of 
C urrie. Every lady carries about with her a box o f cardo­
mums, which she presents to her friends or sti’angers in the 
same manner as the snuff-box is presented in Europe.

, 7
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Among the plants -which were considered to be rare and 
curious we saw, in one o f the gentlejnens gardens, the 
Elastic Gum tree, the Convolvulus Jalappa, the S tyrax  
Liqnida, the Bread Fruit, and the A reca  O leracea  or moun­
tain cabbage tree o f the West Indies. But the most extra- 
ordinary plant that occurred, and which is said to be very 
common in most o f the Eastern islands, was the N epaitlies  
D istilla toria  or pitcher plant. There is not, perhaps, among 
the numerous examples that occur o f the provident economy 
qJ" nature, m the vegetable part o f the cieation, a moie re­
markable instance o f contrivance adapted to circumstances, 
o f means suited to the end, than what is evidently displayed 
in this wonderful plant. Being the inhabitant o f a tropical 
climate, and found on the most stoney and arid situations, 
nature has furnished it with the means o f an ample supply of 
moisture, without which it would have withered and perished. 
To the footstalk o f each leaf, and near the base, is attached 
a small bag, shaped like a pitcher, o f the same consistence 
and colour o f thm  leaf in the early stage o f its growth, but 
changing with age to a reddish purple; it is girt round with 
an oblitpic band or hoop, and covered Avith a hd neatly 
fitted, and moveable on a kind o f hinge or strong fibre which, 
passing over the handle, connects the vessel with the leaf. 
By the contraction o f this fibre the lid is drawn open, when­
ever the weather is showery, or dews fall, wdiich w'ould ap­
pear to be just the contrary of what usually happens in'na­
ture, though the coiitrattion probably is occasioned by the 
hot and dry atmosphere, and the expansion of the fibie does 
not take place till the moisture has fallen and saturated tlic 

When this is the case the cover falls down, and it

1 lii'd lf



jyo T HE  I S L A N D  OF J A V A .

closes so firmly as to prevent any evaporation from taking 
place. The Avater, being gradually absorbed through the 
handle into the footstalk, gives vigour to the leaf and suste­
nance to the plant. As soon as the pitchers ai’c exhausted, 
the lids again open to admit whatever moisture may fall ; 
and when the ])lant has produced its seed, and the dry season 
lairly sets in, it withers, with all the covers o f the pitchers 
standing open. "Why the name o f Homer’s grief-dispelling 
plant should have been transferred to the pitcher plant I am 
unable to explain ; but it does not appear to be possessed o f 
any sedative or narcotic quality like

“  ------- that Nepenthes'which the wife o f  Thone
“  In Egypt gave to Jove born Helena.”

Many o f the products o f Java are not less valuable in a 
commercial point o f view, than those which I have enume­
rated are useful to the natives, curious to the traveller, or 
ornamental to the iiice o f the country. O f such may be men­
tioned, among the most important, sugar, coffee, cocoa, 
spices, sago, cotton, and indigo. The Cafjang is cidtivatcd 
by the Chinese for the sake o f the oil expressed from the 
seed, which is not only used abundantly among themselves 
and by other natives, but is also exported to China. Several 
hundred acres, at no great distance from Batavia, are an­
nually covered with this plant, -which appears to be a species 
o f Dolichos, o f low growth and very prolific in long pods 
which rest upon, and even grow into, the earth. The Caja- 
putta oil, expressed from the Melaleuca Leucadendrum, is 
greatly esteemed as a specific for removing rheumatic com­
plaints, both in the eastern and the western world. The
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Narcbis or spikenard, sandal wood, and Calainbac or aloes 
wood, are products ot Java, and form a part ot the trade 
with China. 'J'he Cassia Fistula, with its long pendent seed 
pods filled with a medullary substance in which the beans are 
embedded, was once considered as one ot the most approved 
laxatives, and great quantities o f it were sent to Europe, but 
modern practitioners have expelled this drug, among a whole 
host o f former remedies, from the pages ol the Pharmacopoeia. 
The roots o f the Caladi Ai/er or Water Caladi (the Jvum  E s- 
culentiim) furnish, when boiled, an article ot food ; and the 
broad leaves, as a topical application, are considered to be 
efficacious in dispelling the pains o f the gout. The Calamus 
JRota7tg  is a very useful creeper, and is worked into chair 
bottoms, mats, and sofas.

A f t e r  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  w h i c h  t h e  b a n e i u l  U pas h a s  o b t a in e d  

f r o m  t h e  r e p u b l i c a t i o n ,  in  a  p o p u l a r  A vork , o f  a  m o s t  e x t r a o r d i ­

n a r y  a c c o u n t  o f  t h is  p o i s o n o u s  t r e e  t h a t  f ir s t  a p p e a r e d  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  a g o  in  t h e  G e n t l e m a n ’s M a g a z i n e ,  i t  A vou ld  h a v e  b e e n  

a n  u n p a r d o n a b l e  n e g l e c t  in  u s  n o t  t o  m a k e  v e r y  p a i t i c u k u  in ­

q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  c r e d i b i l i t y  A vh ich  is  a t t a c h e d  b y  th e  

in h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  i s la n d  t o  its  e x i s t e n c e  ; a n d ,  i f  s u c h  t r e e  

d i d  e x i s t ,  t o  e n d e a v o u r  t o  le a r n  hoAv fa r  it s  d e le t e r i o u s  q u a l i ­

t ie s  m i g h t  c o r r e s p o n d  Avith t h o s e  A vh ich  h a d  b e e n  a s c i i b e d  t o  

i t .  A c c o r d i n g l y  aa' c  s e l d o m  e n t e r e d  a  g a r d e n  01 p la n t a t io n  

A v ith o u t in t e r r o g a t in g  t h e  p e o p l e  e m p l o y e d  m  t h e m  a s  t o  t h e  

Upas. T h e  r e s u lt  o f  o u r  in q u ir ie s  Avas l i t t le  f a v o u r a b le  t o  th e  

t r u th  o f  Foersch’s r e la t i o n ,  w h i c h  c a r r ie s  w i t h  i t ,  i n d e e d ,  in ­

t e r n a l  m a r k s  o f  a b s u r d i t y .  I t  r e q u i r e d  s o m e  in g e n u i t y  t o  c o n ­

c e i v e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  s in g le  t r e e ,  t h e  s o le  in d iv id u a l  o f  it s
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species, standing on the middle o f a naked plain, o f a nature 
so banefid that not only biids, beasts, and every living crea­
ture -which come within the circle o f the atmosphere con­
taminated by its poisonous effluvia, instantly perish, but so 
deleterious as to wither up and destroy all other plants, and 
(o devour, like Saturn, its own offspring as they pullulate 
from its roots. Such a monster in nature, with “  its thousand 
“  tongues steeped in fell poison,” is almost too much for the 
page o f romance, or the wildest fiction o f  poetry. Yet the 
relation was not wdiolly discredited. “  That -which is 
“  strange,” says Dr. Johnson, “  is delightful, and a pleasing 
“  error is not willingly detected.” The magic pen o f Dr. 
Darwin, by celebrating the wonders o f this wonderful tree

“  In sweet tetrandrian monogynian strains,”

made the error still more pleasing, and consecrated, as it 
were, the fiction o f the Upas.

As fabulous stories have sometimes, however, their origin 
in truth, so that o f the Upas may probably not be wholly 
groundless, but admit o f some exjilanation. In tropical cli­
mates, plants possessing noxious (jualitics are very common. 
Java is considered to abound with them. The first o f this 
kind that was discovered might jirobably have the name of 
Upas conferred on it, which name, being afterwards adjunc- 
tivcly applied to all other plants possessing the same quali­
ties, became the ajqicllativc for every poisonous tree. That 
tliis was the common acceptation o f the word Upas, I in­
ferred from its being connected with the trivial name o f all 
such plants as were either knowm, or supposed, to contain
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poisonous qualities. Thus, for instance, the Dioscoi'ca D e le -  
tcria  was called the Ubi Upas, which may be translated the 
poisonous pota foe . The seed ot a tree bearing a papilionaceous 
flower, and apparently a species o f Sophora, was called the 
Upas B id jie, the poisonous seed. Thus, also, a triangular- 
steinined Euphorbia, a species ot Solanum, a D a tu ra , and seve­
ral other plants o f real or supposed noxious qualities, had all 
o f them the word Upas joined to their proper names. In this 
sense, the Bohun or B oon Upas ot Foersch would imply neithei 
more nor less than a poisonous tree, and not any particular 
species o f tree, much less an unconnected individual sui 
generis, bearing the name o f Upas.

I t  is  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  in  B a t a v ia ,  th at, b o t h  t h e  M a l a y s  

a n d  J a v a n e s e  w e a r  adsses o r  d a g g e r s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s t e e p e d  

in  v e g e t a b l e  p o i s o n .  S o  w a s  i t  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  in  A t h e n s ,  

t w o  t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h a t  D e m o s t h e n e s  c a r r ie d  p o i s o n  

a b o u t  Avith h im ,  l o d g e d  u n d e r  t h e  g e m  o f  h is  r in g .  T h e  o n e  

a p p e a r s  t o  b e  ju s t  a s  p r o b a b l e  a s  t h e  o t h e r ; b u t ,  w h e t h e r  

t m e  o r  fa ls e ,  t h e  D u t c h  a r c  n o t  le s s  c r e d u l o u s  t l ia n  th e  

A t h e n ia n s  Avere in  th is  r e s p e c t .  M e  A vcrc t o l d  b y  t h e  o ld  

g o A -e rn o r  o f  B a n t a m  f o r t ,  t h a t  A vhen t h e  k in g  o f  t h a t  d is ­

t r i c t  is  d e s ir o u s  o f  p r o v i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  o f  a  n e w  e n 's , h e  c a l l s  

b e f o r e  h im  o n e  o f  h is  s la v e s ,  a n d  j i r i c k s  h is  a r m  Avith its  

p o i n t .  T h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e  in s t r u m e n t  is  e s t im a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e  A vh ich  e la p s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  p o i s o n  b e g in s  t o  

o p e r a t e  a n d  t h e  r a p i d i t y  Avilh A vh ich  t h e  v i c t im  is  d i s j i a t c h e d ,  

A v h ich  is  s t a t e d  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  s o m e t im e s  in  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  

fcAv m in u t e s .  I  h a v e  r e a d  so m e A v h e r e  ( I  t h in k  in  f l  a v e r n ie i j  

o f  a n  in s t a n c e  o f  th is  k in d ,  A v h ich , i f  a  f a c t ,  e v in c e s  a  v u y

c c
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extraordinary po’.ver in some oi' their poisons. An English 
sailor at Madura was condemned, for some high crime, to 
suffer death by a poisoned dart. The executioner, who was 
the Prince himself, agreed to deliver up the culprit to the 
Dutch and English surgeons immediately after being struck, , 
and allowed them also to name the spot where he should hit 
him. The fleshy part o f the great toe was pointed out for 
this purpose, which was accordingly pierced by the dart o f 
the Prince. Every pi-eparation being made for immediate 
amputation, the toe was instantly taken off, notudthstanding 
which a mortification ensued, and the man died. Admittino', 
however, the fact tn have been as here stated, the climate 
and the general relaxation o f the habit' might also have 
operated, in conjunction with the poison, in producing this 
speedy dissolution.

To this relaxed stale o f tlic body maj  ̂ certainly be attri­
buted the fatality attending many disorders which in Europe 
are not considered to be dangerous. The prick o f a pin or a 
needle will sometimes occasion a lock-jaw. The Dutch doc­
tors are also o f opinion, that certain cases o f hydrophobia 
which have occurred, notwithstanding no instance o f canine 
madness was ever known on the island, ma}'̂  be attributed 
to climate, and the state o f tlie constitution as effected by it. 
’ I’he bite o f the large Indian rat, commonly called the B a n ­
dicoot, is supposed to occa.sion hydrophobia and certain 
death ; an opinion which, I understand, is also entertained 
on the coast of iMalabar. The bite o f  an enraged man is said 
to be as certain o f producing hydrophobia as that o f a mad 
dog, two cases o f which had happened not long before our
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arrival.. One o f them being stated by Dr. Le Dulx, in thea i u v c u .  . - .......V o  • i.
5th volume of the 'rransactions o f the Datavian Society, a 
work little known in Europe, 1 shall use no apology tor in­
serting a translation ot it.

On the 17th March, 1789, information was laid before 
the Court o f .justice that the Writer, Balthazar Van I het, 
in a fit o f madness, had plunged a kmic into Ins bowels. 
'Die Court proceeded to the place without delay, attended 
by the town surgeon, l.om bart, whcie the> found the \ia 
tient, by direction o f the surgeon attending Imn, bound 
and in strong convulsions, particularly ot the eyes. le 
family being interrogated as to the origin o f his complaint 
related that, four or hve days previous to the act the pa­
tient had a quarrel with a friend, which priKieci cM to a 
furious scuffle, when his antagonist, iinding unise no a 
match for the patient, in the moment of rage bit him m t le 
arm. The wound was bound up in tlie usual waj, avi i- 
out the least idea being entertained o f the dreadtul conse­
quences which a bite thus made in the heat ot passion rvas 

■ capable o f  producing. Three days after this happened the 
 ̂ patient was attacked with fever, but still no paiticular 
. L a r d  was had to the wound. The surgeon who attended 
= him observed that he was in a state o f continued delirium ; 
 ̂ that he had a great antipathy to every kind o f medicine 
‘ and, in particular, a strong aversion to water On 
. the fourth day the surgeon, on entering the apartmen 
‘ found him stabbing himself repeatedly with a knite. M 
‘ some difficulty they seized and bound him down on a sofa.

On the town surgeon being sent for, he oflered him a
c c 2

c 91"'-
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s p o o n f u l  o f  w a t e r  w l i ie l i  h e  r e f u s e d ,  b u ( ,  o n  b e i n g  t o l d  it  

w a s  gm, h e  e n d e a v o u r e d  w d th  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  sw u illo w  

i t .  Vi h e n  a  g la s s  o f  w a t e r  w 'as j ) r e s e u t e d  t o  h im ,  t h e  m o s t  

g h a s t l y  s p a s m o d i c  c o n v u l s i o n s  w e r e  o b s e r v a b l e  in  h is  f a c e ,  

a n d  o v e r  h is  w h o l e  b o d y ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  w i t h  s u c h  a  d e g r e e  

o f  t e n 0 1  t h a t  h e  e x c l a i m e d ,  J la te v !  Oh Jesus, have merci/ 
“  on me ! H is  t e r r o r  in c r e a s e d  o n  w i p i n g  h is  b l o o d y  h a n d s  

w it h  a  w e t  n a p k in ,  w h e n ,  in  c o n v u l s i v e  a g o n ie s ,  h e  c a l l e d  

o u t ,  Oh G od, zcater ! P e r c e i v i n g  c l e a r l y  t h a t  h y d r o p h o b i a  

h a d  s u p e r v e n e d  f r o m  t h e  b i t e  r e c e i v e d  in  a n g e r ,  Ave r e -  

s o b  c d  t o  t i e a t  h im  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  b u t  h e  d i e d  in  t h e  a f t e r -  
“  n o o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  d a y . ”

T h a t  t h e  b i t e  o f  a  m a n  is  a t t e n d e d  w i t h  A e r y  m a l ig n a n t  

S A m p t o m s  Avas a  d o c t r i n e  A vh ich  j i r c v a i l c d  in  a n c i e n t  t im e s .  

1 l in y  c la s s e s  i t  a m o n g  t h e  v e r y  A vorst o f  A v o u n d s  g iv e n  in  th is  

m a n n e i .  Aforsus hominuni in ter asperrimos quoque num eratur. 
A n d  it  a p jA ca rs  t o  b e  a  Avell a u t h e n t i c a t e d  f a c t ,  t h a t  m a n } ’  ̂ a n i ­

m a ls ,  b e s id e  d o g s ,  w h e n  h ig h ly  e n r a g e d ,  b e c o m e  m o r b i d  a n d  a c -  

( [ u i i e  t h e  { l o w e r  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  t h e  i n f e c t i o n  b^'' t h e ir  b i t e .  

I h .  L e  D u l x  m e n t i o n s  in  t h e  s a m e  p a p e r  s e v c i ’a l  in s t a n c e s  o f  

h y d r o p h o b i a  s u c c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  b i t e  o f  e n r a g e d  a n im a ls ,  a s  

( h e  c a s e  o f  a  b o y  b i t  b y  a  d u c k  w h i c h  h e  h a d  d i s t u r b e d  in  

it s  a m o u r s ,  a n d  o t  a  f e e d e r  o f  c o c k s  Avho, b e i n g  p e c k e d  in  

l l i e  h a n d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e s e  a n im a ls  in  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  f r o m  it s  

a n t a g o n is t ,  d i e d  u n d e r  e v e r y  s y m p t o m  o f  h y d r o p h o b i a  a n d  

m a d n e s s .  T h e  b i t e  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  d o m e s t i c  c a t ,  r e n d e r e d  

f u r io u s  b y  p r o v o c a t i o n ,  is  Avell k n o w n  t o  p r o d u c e  h y d r o -  

{ ih o b ia .  i n  Avhat m a n n e r  th is  e x t r a o r d in a r y  s t a t e  o f  m o r -  

biditA^ in  t h e  a n im a l  b o d y  is  g e n e r a t e d  r e m a in s  y e t  a n  a r -
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canum in animal pathology; l̂ ut it is pretty evident that 
the poison is secreted by the salivary glands, and conveyed 
into the circulation with the spittle ot the morbid animal.

Most o f the wild quadrupeds o f Java, from the huge rhino- 
sceros and the fierce buffalo to the least of all known four footed 
beasts wdth the hoots divided, the Jfosc/ucs PlguKeus or pigmy 
deer, are sufiiciently well known to naturalists. Large crocodiles 
abound in the rivers and creeks, which the Javanese, lioin their 
being objects o f terror, have raised to those ot adoration, lire 
ancient story, first recorded by Herodotus, and after his day 
-repeated by Plutarch and Pliny, and (pioted iir m od em  
times by Montaigne and mari}'̂  others, concerning the l i o -  
chilus or hirmming bird picking the teeth ot the crocodile, is 
firmlv believed both by the Dirtch and the natives, iheie is 
not, in fact, any thing marvellous iir the story. 1 his huge 
animal, fond o f rolling in muddy waters, crawls on shore.
having his rough hide bedaubed with slime swarming with
worms and other aninrated beings. By these are attracted 
numbers o f little birds, perching on various parts o f the 
mqnster’s carcase, whilst he is baskitrg and sleeping in the 
sun with his jaws yawning wide open, 'i’he Boa snake, 
found in the- forests o f Java, is no less formidalrle than, and 
not inferior in magnitude to, the crocodile. Some of these 
are thirty feet long, and are said to be able to gorge the 
calves o f buffalos whole, and the largest hogs; after which, 
attaching themselves to trees by the tail, they lemain in a 
state o f torpidity till the animals they have swallowed are 
digested c>r dissolved. These woods abound in that species
o f wild hedge-hog, the E rinactiis M alaccensix, in the gall-
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bladder o f Avhic-h is sometimes found a stone, called- by 
the Portngueze the Pcdi'a da J^orco. To this stone the 
Dutch aseriiie many wonderful properties. When put into 
a glass o f wine foi- about an liour it communicates its Aurtues 
to the Jujiior, wliich .then becomes an'infallible remedy for all 
kinds ot poison, for obstructions, fer’ers, «agues, and a variety 
of diseases. Like the ylntii/ioiual C u p , the P e d r a  da F o r c o  is 
a standing family medicine.

I ^

Another species o f  wild hog, the Sus F ubijroussa , is also 
common in the A\oods o f .Java. Philosophers had long 
puzzled themselves in conjecturing what the design o f nature 
could be (as she does nothing Avithout desio’n) in o-iving to 
this animal a pair o f large curved tusks, jAointing iuAvards to 
the face in such a manner, as made if sufficient!}' clear they 
could not be used either for attack or defence, for procuring 
food, or for assisting the mastication o f it Avhen procured. 
Put as nature has made nothing in vain, it Avas necessary to 
assign some purpose for the tusks o f the B ah yrou ssa . At 
length it occurred, or Avas discovered, but by whom I do not 
recollect, that the animal is fond o f sleeping in a standino- 
posture and that, having a large ponderous head, it finds a 
convcniency in hanging it upon the branch o f a tree or shrub 
Avithin the reach o f its tusks, Avhich serve on such occasions 
for hooks. This is at least an ingenious discoveiy, and may 
be true ; but if so, the habits o f the animal must vary ac­
cording to local circumstances. The same species, or one so 
like it that the diiference is not distinguishable by any de­
scription or elraAving that I have seen, is common aihong the 
rocks on the deserts o f Southern Africa, Avhere, Avithin the

7



T H E  I S L A N D  O F  J A V A .  199

distance o f a hundred miles, there is neither tree nor shrub, 
except a few stunted heaths or shrivelled E verlastings thinly 
scattered over the barren surface. In snch situations where 
I have hunted and taken them, it would certainly be no easy, 
matter for the Eabyroiissa to find a peg to hang its head upon.

It would be endless to attempt an enumeration o f the wild 
animals with which this island a b o u n d s o l the leopards, and 
wild cats, and scjuirrels, and monkics innumerable from the 
O urang-O u tang  to the little flying I.enmr. For one species 
o f the monkey genus, called the JJ otz'-ff ow, the Javanese 
pretend to have a kind o f fellow feeling; there being a 
tradition among them, that their ancestors originally sprung 
from this species o f ape.

The insect tribes, as in all warm climates, arc here very 
numerous, and the multitude o f snakes, centipedes, scolo-/ 
pendras, scorpions, and spiders, with Avhite ants, mosipntoes, 
fire flies, and a thousand other dangerous, disgusting, and 
troublesome- vermin, swarm in the streets and in the houses, 
infestine: even the sleeping rooms. The sting o f the scorpion 
is considered to be very dangerous, and sometimes fatal; but 
the Javanese are persuaded, like the Hottentots in Africa 
and the Homans o f old, that the topical application o f the 
same animal which gave the wound will heal it. A  
venomous spider is very common in the thickets ot Java. 
The diameter o f the body is near two inches, and th.e length 
o f the fore legs or claws near four inches, covered v̂ith hair, 
the colour black, and the mouth red. The webs spun by 
this animal gave us considerable trouble, as w e  traversed the 
v,'oods about Anjcrie point. Birds arc said to be frequently
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entangled and caught in them, as iu artificial nets. A  
grave gentleman in London observed to me one d a j how 
much he was sm prized to find so marvellous an account o f 
the strength o f spider-webs inserted in so valuable a book as 
the Authentic Account o f an Embassy to China. On being 
told that I could inform him o f something not less marvellous 
resj)ccting the spiders who made them, which was that the 
nails o f their lore claws were so large and strong, that it was 
a common prac.'tice in Bata\:ia to ha\x them mounted on gold 
or sdver handles, and to use them as tooth-picks, 1 have little 
doubt he rvas ready to exclaim w'ith Gay,

“ The man who with undaunted toils 
“  Sails unknown seas to unknown soils,
“  What various wonders feast his sight,
“  What stranger wonders does he write !”

It is scarcely necessary to add that the forests and the 
mountains of .Java produce an irnmenso number and variety 
o f the feathered mce, from the large cassowary or emeu to 
the minute humming bird little larger than the common bee ; 
and though the plumage o f the birds o f Java may not perhaps 
be j)ut in competition with that o f the feathered race o f South 
America, Avhich taken collectively are unquestionably the most 
splendid in the world, yet many o f the loories and paroquets 
are here singularly beautiful. O f that elegant bird the Argus 
pheasant w c  procured a number o f perfect specimens, but it is 
said to be rarely brought alive out o f the wmods. The fire- 
backed pheasant, the crowned pigeon, the Fu/ica F orph yrio , 
the several birds o f Paradise, the various species o f Oriolus 
or golden thrush, and of the A lee  do or kingfisher, and, to de­
scend to the smaller kinds, as the Java sparrows or rice
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birds and the avadavat, are sufficiently beautiful to deserve 
a distinguished place in the class o f the animal kingdom to 
which they belong.

: ,, li*! '

Having thus taken a very superficial view o f the most 
striking productions o f Java, I shall, in the next chapter, 
attempt to pencil out a few general outlines o f the character 
and features o f the various nations by which the city o f 
Batavia is inhabited.

D n
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Reception by the Dutch G overnor— Van Weegerman's Villa and D inner— The 

G overnor's B all and Supper— Dutch M ode o f  L iving— Consequences o f  it-— 
The Chinese— T heir Industry and Prosperity— Jealousy o f  the D utch, and  
horrid Consequences o f  it— Javanese, their Habits o f L ife , and Condition—  
T heir spare D iet— T heir apparent Origin from  the Hindus— Their R e­

ligion— Inconsistencies o f Transmigration— O f Anim al L ife  being produced  
by a fortuitous Concurrence o f  Circumstances— T he M alays— T heir Cha­

racter and vindictive Spirit— Attachm ent to Gaming— Instance o f  the fe r o ­
cious Conduct o f  the M alays— Slaves o f  different Nations, their Disposition, 
Condition, and Employment.

I f  a stTanger should happen to make his first entrance into 
the city o f Batavia about the middle o f  the day, he would be 
apt to conclude it deserted by the inhabitants. At this time 
the doors and windows are all shut, and not a creature, ex­
cept perhaps a few slaves, is stirring in the streets. But if 
he should enter the city in the morning or the evening, his. 
eye will not be less attracted by the vast crowds o f people 
moving about in the principal streets, than by the very great 
variety o f dress and complexion which these crowds exhibit. 
Here he will at once behold every tint o f colour, except that 
o f rosy health, from the pallid hue o f the sickly European, 
through the endless shades o f brown and 3'ellow, to the jetty

r  •
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black o f the Malabar ; and the dresses o f the several nations, 
both as to fashion and materials, are as various as their 
colour and cast o f countenance. That class ot men which 
bears a complete sway over the island is by much the least 
numerous; it is even rare to see a single w d  ed eh  hoog g e -  
hooren H ollander, a righ t honourable high-born D iitd im an, 
(^Qj f̂lßgpguding to walk the streets. Nothing fiom 
“  Europe,” he observes, “  but Englishmen and dogs walk - 
“  in Batavia.”  Whenever he has occasion to take this 
kind o f exercise, he puts on his full dress suit o f velvet, 
and is attended by a suitable retinue o f slaves : sensible 
how very necessary it is, where power is- but ideal, to put 
on an imposing appearance. Jiut the Armenians, the 
Persians, and the Arabs, • always grave and intent on busi­
ness; the-half-cast merchants from the different ports o f 
Ilindostan; and, above all, the Chinese, some in long sattin 
gowns and plaited tails reaching almost to their heels, and 

' others crying their rvares to sell, or seeking employment in 
their several prolessions, dressed m large umbrella hats, short 
jackets, and long wide trowsers ; the Javanese loitering care­
lessly along, as if indifferent to every thing around them; 
the free Malays, with half-averted eye, looking with suspi- 
eion on all Avho come across them; and slaves, from every 
nation and country o f the East, condemned to trudge in the 
same path with the carriages ; - a l l  these, in the early and 
latter parts o f the day, may be seen bustling in crowds in the 
streets of Batavia. >

It would far exceed the limits I have prescribed, were I to 
enter at full length into the manners and peculiar customs of
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all or any o f these people; but I shall endeavour to give such 
a general sketch or outline o f the character and situation o f 
the Dutch, the Chinese, the Javanese, the Malays, and the 
Slaves, as may serve to throw some light upon their respec­
tive conditions in this great and once wealthy city, which, 
from a miserable village o f thatched hovels, rose into splendour 
and opulence, by the adventurous and successful commerce 
o f the Dutch, in the happy days o f  their freedom and inde­
pendence.

On our first visit to Batavia, we were received v\dth great 
ceremony at the gartes o f the castle by the old Governor Va?i 
A ltin g , accompanied with the w el edcle heeren, composing 
the Council o f India. On this occasion we all suffered 
greatly from the heat o f the climate. It happened to be 
about the middle o f the day, when the sun was vertical, and 
not a breath o f wind stirring; the mercury in Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer at 89° in the shade; when, after abundant 
ceremony in the open air, we were introduced into a close 
narrow room, with a couple o f  windows at one end, nearly 
filled with fat “  sleek-headed men,” dressed in suits o f  velvet 
stiffened with buckram. In this narrow room, and mixed among 
these warmly clad gentlemen, we were seated round a table 
covered with crimson velvet, on chairs whose corresponding 
cushions Avere stuffed Avith feathers. And though the very ap­
pearance o f the furniture alone was enough to induce a fever, 
tAvo or three little chafing-dishes with live coals were set on 
the table, for the accommodation o f those Avho Avere inclined 
to smoke a pipe o f tobacco, which, with Avine, spirits, and 
cakes, AA'ere handed round fo the company.



B A T A V I A . 205

The ceremony o f oiir introduction being ended, we pro­
ceeded from the castle to the country-house o f ra n  W eeger- 
man, the second in council, to which we were conveyed in 
small carriages, each drawn by a pair o f ponies, and driven 
by a black coachman, who, mounted on a high box, with a 
large three-cornered hat and an enormously long whip, formed 
no unimportant part o f the equipage. The distance we had 
to travel was only about a mile beyond the city gate. We 
entered his villa by a draw-bridge thrown across a moat, Avith 
which it was surrounded, and which w’as intended as well for 
ornament as defence. Behind the house ŵ as a considerable 
piece o f ground laid out with much formality into a sort o f 
pleasure garden intersected, rather injudiciously it wmuld 
seem in such a climate, with fish ponds and canals or, more 
correctly speaking, with puddles and ditches of dirty Avater. 
The ground ŵ as Avell stocked with all kinds o f tropical fruits, 
and many rare plants peculiar to the island. Orange trees 
o f a large size, shaddocks and mangoes Avere loaded Avith 
fruit; anti e\'ery individual o f the vegetable Avorld seemed to 
flourish Avith a vigorous luxuriance, except a fcAv sickly 
European plants, Avhich Avere here and there seen drooping 
in pots. On observing to our host Iioav very bountiful iiature 
had been to this island in the distribution o f some o f her 
choicest stores, he replied, “  Y a  mynheer het is reel wacir.”  
“  You «are* very right. Sir, Ave have abundance o f every 
“  thing; and yet,” continued he, “  het is een vervloekt la n d ”  
“  it is an accursed country, to say the best o f it, Avhere we 
“  eat poison and drink pestilence at every meal.”  In Avhat 
this poison and pestilence consisted Avill best appear by a 
short description o f Van W eegerm ans, dinner.

! . 'P!«:



,Wo liad scarcely set foot in the bouse when a procession 
o f slaAes made its c^ppearance, with wine and gin, cordials, 
cakes and sweetmeats; a ceremony that was repeated to 
every new guest who arri\'cd. After waiting a couple o f 
hours the signal for dinner Avas given by the entrance o f three 
female slaves, one Avith a large silver bason, the second Avith 
a jar o f the same metal filled Avith rose Avater for Avashing the 
hands, and the third Avith tOAvels for Avijiing them. The com­
pany Avas very numprons and, the Aveather being remarkably 
close, the Aclvet coats and poAvdered Avigs Avere uoav throAvn 
aside, and their places supplied Avith short dimity jackets 
and muslin night-caps. 1 certainly do not remember ever to 
have seen an Ihiropean table so eomplete*ly loaded Avith Avhat 
Van Weegerman Avas pleased to call p o is o n  and p e s t i le n c e .  

Fish boiled and broiled, fowls in ciorfos and p i l la w s ,  turkies 
and large capons, joints o f Ijcef boiled and roasted and 
stCAved, soups, puddings, custards, and all kinds oi pastry, 
Avereso croAvded and jumbled t()gethcr that there Avas scarcely 
any room for plates. Of the several kinds o f dishes there Avas 
generally a pair ; a turkey on one side had its brother turkey 
on the other, and capon stared at capon. A slave Avas 
placed Irelhnd the chair o f each guest, besides those Avho 
handed round Avine, gin, cordials, and Dutch or Danish 
beer, all o f Avhich arc used proiiisely by the Dutch under an̂  
idea that, by promoting perspiration, they carry off in some 
degree the effects o f the poison and pestilence. After dinner 
an elegant desert Avas served up‘ o f Chinese pastry, fruits in 
great variety, and sweetmeats. There Avere not any ladies iu 
company. Van Weegerman being a bachelor had no 
females in his house, except his haram o f slaves amounting to 
about fifty iu number, assorted ifom the different nations o f
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the East, and combining every tinge o i complexion from the 
sickly faded hue o f a dried tobacco leaf to the sinning polish 
o f black marble. A  band o f ^Malay 'musicians played in the 
viranda during dinner.

Prom table the Dutch part o f the company retired to their 
beds, in order to recover, by a few hours sleep, the fatigues 
o f eating and drinking, and to prepare for those o f a far 
more serious meal which was to*follow. The dinner, in fact, 
is considered only as a whetter o f the appetite ibr supper. 
The day o f  our landing happened to be, at the time when we 
visited Batavia, a day o f general festivity. It was the 8th oi 
March, the anniversary o f the birth o f the Prince ot Oiange, 
and a most magnificent entertainment was prepared on the 
occasion at the Governor’s country-house. Here we had an 
opportunity o f witnessing as grand a display o f splendour 
and luxury as the wealth and the productions o f the East 
could supply or suggest. The amusements out o f doors con­
sisted o f a brilliant exhibition o f fire-works, partly Eurojican 
and partly Chinese, which were let oft in the midst o f a laige 
garden, whose avenues jvere fancifully lighted up b}’' thousands 
o f Chinese painted lanterns, hanging in festoons from the 
branches o f the trees, and connected with wreaths o f natural 
and’ artificial flowers. To those who had never had an op­
portunity o f visiting Vauxhall, these illuminations were gaxed 
on with rapture ; but, dazzling and splendid as they certainly 
were, their brilliancy could not be put in competition with 
that which lights up and enlivens the joyful scene o f pleasure 
on the banks o f the 1'hames. In diflbrent parts of the Bata­
vian garden were stationed bands o f musicians, some of 
which were Malays, and others Germans belonging to the

1
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garrison. In front o f the house a long row o f booths was 
erected, in Avhich M ere exhibited the humours o f  a Dutch 
fair; and, Mhat to us Mas then more interesting, among these 
booths M'ere tMO or three temporary theatres, on which 
Chinese comedians were entertaining the crowd on our first 
anival, and tliey continued to act Avithout intennission the 
M'hole night.

i f
Î I

' I

Having satisfied our curiosity as to the fair and the fire- 
M orks, Ave repaired to the ball room, Avhere the ladies were 
already assembled ; and here A\"e Avere struck Avith a very un­
usual display o f  finery, the singularity o f Avhich at least, if 
not the beaut3% very forcibly attracted our attention. Let 
the reader imagine to himself about eighty or ninety ladies 
seated round the sides o f a long narroAv room, superbly 
dressed in the finest muslins that India affords, spangled Avith 
gold and silver, and glittering Avith rubies and diamonds— Let 
him figure to himself an equal number o f little female slaves, 
each sitting at the feet o f her mistress, and, except as to the 
ornamental parts, nearly as avcII dressed as herself—Let him 
imagine about half as many, as there Avere ladies, o f  tall, 
bright, brazen candlesticks, like those that are sometimes 
seen on the altars o f Romish churches, arranged in a roAv on 
the floor immediately before these splendid beauties, and 
reflecting, like so many miirors, the brilliant objects to 
Avhich the}' Avere opposed— Let him, moreover, figure to him­
self at least an e([ual number o f  gentlemen, all full dressed 
in coats of.cu t velvet, shag breeches, bag Avigs, and long 
sAvords, besides the British officers both naval and military 
in their respective uniforms, to say nothing o f the C orps  

diplom atiques— And havina' disposed this assemblage o f objects
7
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in a long narrow room plainly furnished, lie will then have a 
tolei’ably correct notion ot the appearance o f the Governors 
ball-room at Batavia. But here, out o f  tenderness to the 
Eastern beauties, I ought perhaps to stop short as, by en­
tering into a more detailed description, 1 shall be compelled 
to throw a shade on the brilliant scene. Tlicir dingy com­
plexions sufficiently indicated their kindred connexion to 
some o f the Oriental nations. Bike those ot the Cliinese and 
Malays, their black shining locks, glistening with a profusion 
o f cocoa nut oil, ware smootlied up all round, and fixed in a 
knot by golden bodkins on the crown o f the head. Like the 
Malays, also, the greater part o f these dingy beauties were in 
the delicate habit o f chewing the areca nut and betel, the ne­
cessary conscipience o f which soon discovered the mistake we 
had committed with regard to the Roman candlesticks; they 
w'̂ ere, in fact, the ladies’ spitting-boxes, to which the genteel 
part o f the Dutch give the name o f Quispedoors, (probably 
from the Spanish wmrd Escupedero, a spitting-dish;) but the 
delicate name in vulgar use among the Dutch is S pam -potjics. 
Whatever real or pretended advantages the liatavian fair may 
derive from the use o f her favourite masticatory, the appear­
ance o f her mouth, and the effect it produces, arc to a stranger 
shocking and nauseous, and, one would suppose, an invincible 
antidote against inspiring the tender passion.

Tlie pearls and the diamonds, spread m profusion over the 
black shining locks o f the ladies, appeared to great advantage 
oil such a ground ; and those wdiosc circumstances did not allow 
o f so grand a display o f jtwvels as tlieir w^ealtlncr neighbours, 
contrived, however, to make amends by the less glittering, 

, but not the less agreeable, ornament of chaplets of fragrant
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flowers, such as tlie N ijctunthes or Arabian .jasmine (called 
here Sambac), the Plum eria , the M ichelia  Tcha?npaca, and 
the Polianthes or tuberose. The whole room wa.s scented 
with the powerful fragrance o f these and other odoriferous 
])laiits, whose perfumes were not, however, unmixed with the 
less agreeable smell o f cocoa nut oil. The Governor’s daugh­
ter, who by the mother’s side was o f a dingy breed, w'as so 
bespangled with jewels that, according to the Dutchmen’s 
valuation, she was whispered to be w'orth twenty thousand 
rixdollars, or about four thousand pounds, as she then stood.

These ladies, thus splendidly adorned to appear in com­
pany, are dressed, Avhen at home, just like their slaves, in 
long loose printed or checpiered cotton gOAvns, bare headed, 
bare jiecke'd, barelegged, and barefooted. /I'hcir only ob­
ject at home is to keep themselves cool, and at their perfect 
ease ; and by so doing, and living a more temperate life, 
the mortality is by no means so great among the Avomen as in 
the other sex.

A little after midnight a magnificent supper Avas serA’ed up 
in the great hall Avhich, it is almost unnecessary to add, con­
sisted o f every luxury and delicacy that the united stores o f 
Asia and Europe could supjfiy. The company amounted at 
haist to one hundred and fifty persons. 'J’he old Governor 
who, Avith the rest o f the Dutchmen, had hitherto kept on 
his full dressed suit o f  velvet, noAv threAV off his coat and AAug, 
and took his seat at table in a light muslin jacket and a night­
cap. Many o f the ladies, folloAving his example, laid aside 
their spangled gOAvns, and a])j)eared in their dimity jackets. 
'J'hcse jolly dames took especial care that the strangers should
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be well plied \vith wine, to which, at the same time, they 
were by no means backward in helping themselves. Some ot 
the elder sort sat at table to a late hour, while the younger 
part returned to the ball-room, where reels and jigs and horn­
pipes now took place oi country dances. A bcoto-B atavian  
officer displayed his raw-boned activity in a saraband, to 
the great amusement of the native dames, who had seldom 
witnessed such nimble capering. So fascinating was the en­
tertainment that it was near four in the morning before the 
company dispersed.

It is almost superfluous to remark how very ill suited is the 
mode o f life 1 have here described to an équinoxial^ climate. 
But the Dutchman, whose predominant vice m Europe is 
avarice, rising into affluence in an unhealthy foreign settlement, 
almost invariably changes this part oi Ins character and,̂  with a 
thorouffh contempt o f the frugal maxim o f M oliere s h  A vai e, 
lives to eat rather than eats to live. His motto is, “  i-ct us 
“  eat and drink, for to morrow w e die.” He observes, it is 
true, the old maxim o f rising at an early hour in the morning, 
not however for the sake o f enjoying the cool breeze, and 
o f taking moderate exercise, but rather to begin the day s 
career o f eating and drinking. His first essay is usually a 
sopic or glass o f gin, to which succeed a cup o f coffee and a 
pipe. His stomach thus fortified, he lounges about the great 
hall o f the house, or the viranda if in the, country, with a 
loose night-sown carelessly thrown over lus shoulders, a 
night-cap and slippers, till about eight o’clock, which is tlie 
usual hour o f breakfast. This is generally a solid meal of 
dried meat, fish and, poultry made into curiies, egg.*', nee, 
strong beer and spirits. C «m e and rice is a standing dish
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at all meals and at all seasons o f the year, being considered 
as an excellent stimulus to the jstomach. The business o f the day 
occupies little more than a couple o f hours, from ten to twelve, 
Avhen he again sits down to dinner, a meal that is some­
what more solid than the breakfast. From table he retires to 
sleep and remains invisible till about five in the evening, when 
he rises and prepares for taking a ride or a walk, but generally 
the former. In the open doors o f the little covered carriages 
male or female slaves, or both, sit on the steps, according as
they may happen to be occupied by gentlemen or ladies.

%

From seven to nine are the usual hours for receiving and 
returning visits, when they play cards, drink wine, and 
smoke tobacco. In the dry season these evening parties 
generally meet in the little summer-houses which, as I have 
already noticed, arc built on the margin o f the canals, snuff­
ing the nauseous effluvia which abundantly evaporate from 
the nearly stagnant water, and tormented by myriads o f 
mosquitoes and other insects, for the propagation o f which 
the climate, the dirty water, and the evergreen trees, are so 
remarkably favourable. The inhabitants, however, arc so 
passionately attached to their canals and their trees, that a 
j)roposal in the Council to fill up the one and cut down the 
other had almost produced an insurrection in the city. But 
neither these insects, troublesome as they are, nor the stench 
ot the water, can be considered as the most offensive 
nuisances to which those evening parties arc liable to be ex­
posed. The lower class o f the inhabitants, the Javanese, the 
Malays, the Chinese, and the slaves o f every nation, descend 
the steps o f wooden ladders placed down the sides o f the 
canals, and there, without any ceremony, perform the rites



o f the goddess wlio, in our country at least, is usually wor­
shipped in retirement. Both men and women are constantly 
meeting on the same step, without being in the least discon­
certed with themselves, or molested by the presence o f the 
parties in the summer-houses or bj'C-standers in the street. 
The man turns his back to the Avater, and the Avoman faces 
it. At this time o f the day the canals are all alive Avith the 
numbers o f men, Avomen, and children, that promiscuously 
plunge into the Avater. The Avomcn are considered as the 
best swimmers, paddling Avith their hands in the same manner 
as quadrupeds do, and not striking out as is the common 
practice among Europeans.

But these convcniencies ai^d amusements Avhich the canals 
afford, and Avhich are carried on under the eyes of the parties 
o f pleasure assembled on their banks, gross as the}' aic, may 
be considered as still less disgusting than a general usage m 
the city, by Avhich they arc immediately succeeded. 1 have 
somewhere met Avith an observation, that an Englishman m 
building a house first plans out the kitchen, and a Dutchman 
the necessary. But the Dutch in Batavia, like the good 
people o f Edinburgh, have contrived to dispense with con- 
veniencies o f this kind, for Avhich I have heard two different 
reasons assigned : one is, that the heat of the climate Avould 
operate so as to create a putrid fever in the city ; and the other, 
that the great bandicoot rat, o f Avhich I have spoken m the last 
chapter, would infest the temple in such a manner as to render 
the resort to it unsafe, especially for the male sex : the first 
is absurd, the last ridiculous. Instead, however, o f such 
places o f retirement they substitute large jars, manufactured
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lor the occasion in China, narrow at top, low> and bulging 
out in the middle to a great width. These jars remain un­
disturbed, in a certain corner o f the house, for twenty-four 
hours; at the end o f which time, that is to say at nine in 
the evening, the hour when all the parties usuallj  ̂ break up 
and return to their respective homes, the Chinese sa7npatis or 
dirt boats begin to traverse tlie canals o f the city. At the well 
known cry o f these industrious collectors o f dirt, the slaves 
from the opposite houses dart out Math their loaded jars, and 
emj)ty their contents in bulk into the boats. In this manner the 
Chinese scavengers, paddling in their sampans along the severai 
canals, collect from house to house, for the use o f their country­
men who arc the only gardeners, “  the golden store.” Such a 
custom, in such a climate, can be no less injurious to health 
than it is indecent and disgusting. But the Dutch appear to 
be as insensible o f the one as they are reconciled to the other. 
I f  they haj)])cn to c;atch a passing breeze charged with the 
perfume of these jars, they coolly observe, “  D a a r  blocit de 

fo o la  nonas koras”— the nine delock  flow er is ju s t  in blossom.”

Ihe blooming o f the nine o’clock flow er  is the signal for all 
parties to disperse and betake themselves to their respective 
homes, where, after a smoking hot supper, which is always 
ready to receive them, they immediately retire to rest. The 
ill effects that must necessarily result from such an intem­
perate life as J have here described are, indeed, not less per­
nicious than “  poison and pestilence.” /The natives are de­
stroyed at an early j)criod o f life, and the new comers rarely 
get over what is called “  the seasoning.” I ’hose few that 
escape grow unwieldy and corpulent, but are soft, lax, and
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weak, affoi’ding no bad illustration o f an ancient doctrine re­
corded by Pliny, “  Somno concoquere corpulent 'ue quam firyni- 

tati utilius”— “  Digestion in sleep is more conducive to 
“  corpulency than strength.” In fact, such habits of life, in 
such a climate, could not fail to exhaust the strength and en­
feeble the constitution. The functions o f life are fatigued, 
the powers o f the body are worn out by luxury, indolence, 
and voluptuousness; and when disease attacks tliem, the 
feeble victim, without nerves or stamina to resist it, falls a 
speedy sacrifice, and sinks into the grave. Deaths of this 
kind are so frequent at Batavia, that they scarcely make any 
impression upon the minds o f the inhabitants. Ihc fie- 
quency o f the event has rendered it familiar; and they shew 
no signs o f emotion or surprize, beyond the shrug o f the 
shoulder, when they hear in the morning o f the death o f the 
person with whom they supped in seemingly good health the 
evening before.

Unexpected promotions and extraordinary removes to 
situations, different from what the successful candidates were 
originally designed, are not unfrcquently the consequences of 
the great and rapid mortality o f Batavia. Our friend Wee- 
german left his native country in the humble capacity o f sail- 
maker to one o f the Company’s ships. The barber has more 
than once quitted the shaving profession for the pulpit. The 
physicians have almost invariably emerged out o f that class 
o f men whose original occupation Avas the handling o f a razor, 
and who, in their native country,

«  ____ shav’d, drew teeth, and breath’d a vein.”

ili
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In both professions, however, there have been occasionally 
at Bata '̂ia men o f talent and character. But an équinoxial 
climate is not more favourable for the growtli o f  the arts and 
sciences than a polar one. To give elasticity to the expan­
sion o f the mind, and vigour to those energies o f  which it is 
capable, the body requires to be placed in that state o f  ease 
which no art nor jjampcring luxuries can possibly place it in 
the extremes o f heat or cold. Yet with every inconvenience 
attending the worst o f  climates the Batavian society lias 
printed six octavo volumes, which, if they do not display 
much depth o f learning, es ince at least a laudable desire o f 
extending the sphere o f useful knorvledge.

The next description o f the inhabitants o f Batavia, who in 
numbers and in opulence exceed the former, is the Chinese. 
These people, as appears from their records, first obtained a 
settlement on Java about the year 1412. As intruders, but 
not conc}uerors, it is probable the3' have at all times been 
subject to harsh and oppressive treatment ; but the restrictions 
and extortions under which thc '̂ at present labour seem to be 
as unnecessary and impolitic as they are unjust. That they 
should consent to the Mahomedan Malays and Javanese 
exercising their devotions in the same temple Avhich they built 
at J;heir own expence, and consecrated to the god o f  their • 
own worship, is by no means an unfavourable feature in their 
character ; but on the part o f the Dutch, who enforce the 
measure, it is one o f the greatest insidts that could well be 
offered. Ihe Chinese hospital or infirmary, which was 
erected ly voluntary' contributions from their own communitj^

7
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and is supported by legacies, by profits arising from theatri­
cal exhibitions and fire-works, and by a small tax on mar­
riages, funerals, and celebrations o f public festivals, is equally 
open for the benefit and reception o f those who have not 
contributed towards the establishment, and who do not be­
long to their society. Into this admirable institution are in­
discriminately admitted the infirm and the aged, the friend­
less and the indigent, o f all nations. Towards the support of 
those institutions, thei temple and the infirmary, their contri­
butions are voluntary; but, exclusive o f these, their industry 
is severely taxed by the Dutch government. Every religious 
festival and public ceremony, every popular amusement, as 
well as every branch of individual industry, arc subject to 
taxation. They are even obliged to pay for a licence to 
rvear their hair in a long plaited tail, according to the custom 
o f their country; for permission to bring their greens to 
market, and to sell their produce and manui'acturcs in 
the streets. Yet to the industry and the exertions o f these 
people are the Dutch wholly indebted for the means o f 
existing with any tolerable degree o f comfort in Ba­
tavia. Every species o f vegetable for the table is raised 
by them in all seasons o f the year, and at times when 
the most indefatigable attention and labour are required. 
Tliey arc masons, carpenters, blacksmiths, painters, up­
holsterers, tailors, and shoemakers; they are employed 
in the arts o f distilling, sugar-refining, pottery, lime-burn­
ing, and every other trade and profession that are indis­
pensably necessary for making the state o f civilized so­
ciety tolerably comfortable. They arc, moreover, the con­
tractors for supplying the various demands o f the civil,
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iTijlitfU’y ,  cUul n i& n iic  c s t a b l i s l i n i c n t s  in  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t , th e v  

a r e  t h e  c o l l e c t o r s  o f  t h e  r e n t s ,  t h e  c u s t o m s ,  a n d  t h e  t a x e s ; 

a n d ,  in  s h o r t ,  a r e  t h e  m o n o p o l i z e r s  o f  t h e  in t e r io r  c o m m e r c e  

o f  t h e  is la n d ,  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  M a l a y s ,  c a r r y  o n  t h e  p i i n c i p a l  

p a r t  o f  t h e  c o a s t i n g  t r a d e .

T h a t  in f l u e n c e  A vh ich  w o u l d  n a t u r a l l y  fo llo A v  f i 'o m  t h e  

m a n a g e m e n t  o f  c o n c e r n s  s o  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  e x t f c n s u e ,  

c o u l d  n o t  l o n g  b e  r e g a r d e d  b y  a  A veak  a n d  lu x u r i o u s  g o v e r n ­

m e n t  w i t h o u t  j e a l o u s y .  T h o s e  a r ts  A v h ich  E u r o p e a n s  h a v e  

u s u a l l y  e m p l o y e d  Avith s u c c e s s  in  e s t a b l i s h in g  t h e m s e lv e s  in  

f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  w h i c h  t h e  T )u t c h  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  b a c k -  

Avard in  c a r e f u l l y  s t u d y i n g  a n d  e f t e c t u a l l y  c a r r y i n g  in t o  p r a c ­

t i c e ,  Avith r e g a r d  t o  t h e  n a t iv e s  o f  J a v a ,  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a p p l i e d  

Avith t h e  le a s t  h o p e  o f  s u c c e s s  t o  t h e  C h in e s e  s e t t le r s .  T h e s e  

p e o p l e  h a d  n o  s o v e r e ig n  t o  d e t h r o n e ,  b y  o p p o s i n g  t o  h im  t h e  

c la im s  o f  a n  u s u r i ) e r ;  n o r  d id  t h e  s e p a r a t e  in t e r e s t s  o f  a n y  

p e t t y  c h i e f s  alloAV t h e m ,  b y  e x c i t i n g  j e a l o u s y ,  t o  p u t  in  e x e ­

c u t i o n  t h e  o l d  a d a g e  o f  dlrhle et hupera, d i v i d e  a n d  c o m -  

m a iu l .  W i t h  a s  l i t t l e  h o j ) e  o f  s u c c e s s  c o u l d  t h e  m a s t e r s  o f  

l l i e  is la n d  v e n t u r e  t o  s e d u c e  a n  in d u s t r io u s  a n d  a b s t e m io u s  

p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e ir  t e m p e r a t e  h a b i t s ,  b y  t h e  t e m p t a t i o n  o f  

I b r e ig n  l u x u r i e s ;  a n d  t h e ir  g e n e r a l  d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  s o b r i e t y  

h e ld  o u t  n o  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  f o r  t h e  im p o r t a t i o n  o f  s p ir i tu o u s ^  

lie ju o r s  a n d  i n t o x i c a t i n g  d r u g s .  F o r  t h o u g h  t h e  C h in e s e ,  Avho 

a r e  in  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t o  a f f o r d  i t ,  m a k e  u s e  o f  o p i u m  t o  e x ­

c e s s ,  y e t  th is  is  a  lu x u r y  in  A vh ich  t h e  c o m m o n  p e o p l e  o f  th is  

n a t i o n  r a r e ly  t h in k  o f  i n d u lg i n g .  T h e  D u t c h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  Avho 

 ̂ w e r e  A veak  in  p o i n t  o f  n u m b e r s ,  h a d  r e c o u r s e  t o  a  m o r e  d e ­

c i s iv e  a n d  s p e e d y  m e a s u r e  o f  g e t t in s :  r id  o f  a  r e d u n d a n c y  o f
7 ^
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population, which had begun to create suspicion and alarm. 
They put them to the sword.

The horrible scenes that were exhibited in this abominable 
transaction, which took place in the year 1740, have fie- 
quently been mentioned, but the subject was never fairly 
investigated. The cause has been ascribed solely to the 
Dutch Governor Valkanicr, who, disappointed in not being 
able to extort a large sum of money from the Chinese chiefs 
for permission to celebrate some particular feast, accused 
them o f a plot against the government. Many others, how- 
■ever, are supposed to have been implicated in this aflaii ; 
and it is strongly suspected that, in order to get rid o f faithei 
incpuiy, the coadjutors found it expedient to put an end to  
the Governor by poison. The causes assigned on the public 
records o f Batavia arc too absurd to deserve the least degree 
o f  credit. By these it Avould appear that a man, assuming 
the character o f a descendant o f the Ejnperor of China, 
formed a conspiracy with some of the Princes o f Java, the 
object o f Avhich was to exterminate the D utch; thift, with 
this view, they had provided themselves with a quantity of 
zaooden cemnon to batter down the walls of the city; that 
their plan was to seize the persons o f the Governor General 
and the Council, wliosc destiny was to be that o f umbrella- 
bearers to the Chinese chief; but the wives o f these noble 
personages were to be cut into minced meat, in order to be 
eaten by the Chinese at one o f their solemn feasts; that a 
aeneral auto da f e  was to be held in the early part o f 
the day for all Dutchmen that should be taken, and in
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llic evening that all the women were to sufter the same 
death. Their children were to be slaves to the imperial 
famil}^

On such ridiculous surmises rvas the Chinese chief draoo-ed 
to the stadt-house, where the most horrid tortures were em- 
ploved foi’ the purpose o f extorting Irom him the confession 
o f a crime which it had never entered into his mind to com- 
jnit ; and, at the same time, about live hundred o f this na- 
lion were thrown into prison. The Dutch guards were 
doubled ; and, while the work o f torture was eoino; on, a 
lire, unluckih^ for the Chinese, broke out in thal cjuarter o f 
the suburbs which was j)articularlj inhabited b j  them. This 
accident, occurring at the distance o f half a mile without the 
walls, Avas nevertheless construed into a jnalicious intention 
to set fire to the whole cilj’ . The gates were doubly guarded, 
the halt-cast burghers were armed, the soldiers drawn out, 
and the sailors landed from the shijis in the road. The 
Chiiiese Avere ordered, by proclamation,, to confine themselves 
to their houses ; but terror overcoming their discretion, and 
feaifiil o f being murdered Avithin doors, they rushed forth to 
meet their fate in the streets. The hoirid tragedy noAv be­
gan, and neither' age nor sex could avail in preserving the 
victims li'om assassination. About lour hundred who had 
tied to their hosjiital, and five hundred Aviio had been im­
prisoned, AA’ere sjieedily put to deatli. Numbers AA'ithout the 
city, Avho had hastened to the gates to learn AAdiat Avas doing 
within, Avere set uj)on by the soldiers and put to death. 
Within, the streets ran Avith blood.
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No soonoi' had the work o f destruction ended than that of 
]>lunder began. The soldiers and sailors were seen scrambling 
among the dead bodies, their hats and pockets loaded Avith 
dollars, (piarrelling for the spoil, fighting, maiming, and 
murdering one another, ',1’his extraordinary affair took place 
on the 9th o f October; the nholc o f the lOth was a day o f 
plunder; and on the 11th they began to remove out o f the 
streets the dead bodies, the interment o f which emjdoyec? them 
eight days. The number said to have perished, according 
to the Dutch account, amounts to more than twelve thousand 
souls. Having thus completed one o f the most inhuman and 
apparently causeless transactions that ever disgraced a 
civilized jieople, they had the audacit}'’ to proclaim a public 
thanksgiving to the God o f mercy for their happy deliverance 
from the hands o f the heathen.

1

"While the Dutch, in their piddic records, endeavour to 
justify this atrocious act on the plea o f necessity, they make 
the following memorable observation : “ It is remarkable that 
“  this people, notwithstanding their great numbers, offered 
“  not the least resistance, but suffered themselves to be led 
“  as sheep to the slaughter.” For my own part, when I re­
flect on the timid character o f the Chinese, their want o f 
confidence in each other, and their strong a\'ersion to the 
shedding o f human b lood ; and when I compare their situa­
tion in Batavia with that o f the Hottentots in the colony o f 
the Cape o f Good Hope, where every little irregularity is 
magnified into a plot against the government, I cannot for­
bear giving a decided opinion that these people were in­
nocently murdered. Tlie consequences to the Dutch proved



much more serious than at first tliey seemed to have been 
aware of. The terrified Chinese who escaped the massacre fled 
into the interior o f the island; a scarcity ot rice and e\eiy 
kind o f vegetables succeeded; and the apprehensions o f a 
famine induced them to offer terms to the fugitives, and to 
entreat their return.

On another occasion o f a supposed conspiracy against the 
government, the Dutch acted with a rigour that could 
scarcely be justified on any emergency. The chief, with 
twenty o f the conspirators, were condemned to suffer death, 

by being stretched on a cross ; the flesh o f their legs, arms, 
“  and breast torn away with red hot pincers; their bellies 

ripped up, and their hearts thrown in their faces; their 
“  heads cut off and stuck upon poles, and their mangled 

carcases exposed to be devoured by the fowls o f the 
air,” &c. &c. And after this sentence was put in execu­

tion, a solemn thanksgiving was proclaimed; and the follow­
ing day thirty more were broken on the wheel. To perpe­
tuate this conspiracy, a skreen or blank wall is erected, with 
a death's head stuck on the top, on the spot where the house 
o f the rebel chief stood ; and on the skreen is written, 
in the Dutch, French, Portugueze, Malay, and Chinese 
languages, the following sentence; “  Here once stood thg: 
“  house o f the abominable Avretch Peter Erbcrfcldt, Avhere a 
“  house shall never again stand to the end o f time. Batavia, 

2 2 d April 1722.”

This last conspirator Avas a native o f Bata via, and nearly con­
nected Avith some o f the principal families o f the Javanese. The
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resistance which the Dutch have experienced from tliis pcsople 
has, at all times, been trifling. Their spirit, if ever they luul 
any,, seems to have been completely subdued by their Ma- 
homedan conquerors, some centuries before their island was 
discovered bj'' Europeans. ^\hat they might ha\c been in 
early' ages history' does not inform u s ; but, at the picseut 
day, their state and condition are by no means enviable. 
Sunk into the lowest stage o f apathy’’, they seem to be utteily' 
incapable o f any great exertions. 'Iheir Princes aic piisoneis 
to a handful of Dutchmen, and the landiiolders are slaves to 
the Princes. W e endeavoured to pay a visit to the King of 
Bantam, but were prevented by a Dutch officer, who com­
manded the fort in which he resided, and who, as in Trin- 
cuhfs government, appeared to be Viceroy' over the King. 
But a state o f imprisonment can scarcely be consideied as 
any hardship to one who has no care for the welfare o f his 
subjects, who consults only bodily ease, and wlio lives in the 
firm persuasion o f the profound Avisdom in which the old 
Oriental maxim is founded, “  that it is better to stand than 
“  to walk, to lie down than to sit, to sleep than to be aivakc, 

and that death is the best o f all.” Agreeably to such sen­
timents, the life o f a Javanese o f comlition is an invariable 
round o f indefatigable and persevering indolence. To him the 
supreme blessings o f life consist in stretching himself .at full 
length, or sitting cross-legged on a carpet, the ivhole day long 
surrounded by ivomen ; or, in his more lively hours, attended 
by musicians Avith drums and squalling flutes, by dancing 
men and dancing women, Avhilst, with placid indifference 
and unshaken franquillity, he draws the smoke through the
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tube o f his hookar, takes his dose o f opium, or chews his 
preparation o f betel-pepper, areca nut and chunam.

In the dances o f the women, however pleasing to a Java­
nese e y e ,  an European will not find any thing interesting or 
elegant. Ihey consist, as in India, ot certain lascivious mo­
tions o f the body, head, and arms, whilst the feet remain as 
it were rivetted to the floor. The contortions o f the body 
that are practised by the men may with more propriety be 
called posture-making than dancing.

The private hours o f a Javanese Prince are mostly passed 
in the societj^ or at least in the presence, o f women. He 
feels himself, probably, more secure in their attendance than 
he would do in that o f his own sex. He inlists as many into the 
number o f his wives as he chuses. Polygamy is allowable to 
any extent, and the ladies take rank according to the priority o f 
their introduction into the haram. The comparative estimation 
in which the sex is held is sufficiently declared in one o f  their 
laws, by which it is ordained that if a man, either by accident 
or design, shall kill his wife, he must pay to her relations the 
fall value; but if the Avife kill her husband, she must suffer 
death. Pecuniary compensations are fixed for theft and mur­
der and almost every other crime, except treason against 
the Pj-mcc; and when the criminal is unable to pay the fine, * 
he IS usually sold as a slave. The power o f a Javanese Prince 
ovci his subjects is very limited in some respects, in others it 
is absolute. liy  a sort o f feudal right they are liable to be­
come his slaves, in Avhich situation he exercises over them an



tr

B A T A V I A. 225

uncontrolled sway. lien a man, for instance, dies and 
leaves behind him children tliat are either under age or un­
married, his wives, his children and property fall to the 
Prince, and are considered to be taken by him in lieu of the 
military service o f the deceased, to which he had a claim. 
This right is not, however, gencrall}' exercised. M’he duel 
bcina’ considered as the sole pro})rictary o f the soil, all lands 
are held o f him under the tenure ol' military service, and a pro­
portion o f their produce ; but since the settlement o f the Dutch 
on Java, the several Princes not only oblige the j^easantry to 
cidtivatc [)articidar articles suitable for ex|)ortation, but take 
from them such proportion o f the produce as will meet the. 
terms on which they may have concluded their agreement 
with the Dutch. Pormerly they exacted one half ot the ])i’o- 
duce by way o f rent, but they are now said to demand at 
least two thirds o f the crop. Pepper and colfcc are the two 
principal articles that are reapiircd to be cultivated, as best 
suiting the inirposc o f the Dutch, to whom they arc delivered 
by the Javanese Princes at the low rate o f about one penny 
a pound.

The Javanese are, in general, about the middle size of 
Europeans, straight and well made; all their joints, then- 
hands and their feet, remarkably small; the colour o f their 
skin a deep brown, approaching to black; tlieir eyes aie 
black and prominent ; the nose rather broad and somewhat 
flattened; the upper lip a little projecting, not much thick­
ened, but highly arched. They have a firm steady gait, and 
seem to feel, or at least to aftcct, a superiority over the other 
inhabitants o f the island. 'l.'hcy rub the head, the face and
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other parts o f the Irody that are not covered -with clothing, 
v. ith a comjjosition o f cocoa nut oil and sandal wood dû it, 
as a preventive against a too copious perspiration, and the 
biting o f mosquitoes and other anno3’ing insects.

They are remarkably temperate in their diet, but neither 
their temperance nor their moderate labour seem to have the 
effect o f promoting longevity. Females usually marry at ten 
or twelve years o f age, till Avhich time they go nearly' naked, 
wearing only a belt round their loins, with a broad metal 
plate in front, o f an oval or circidar form, and sometimes 
shaped lil<p a heart; and this is the onl\' ini perfect covering 
o f what decency rciptires to be concealed. Sometimes they 
wear I’ings or bracelets round the wrist, chains about the 
neck, and chaplets o f dowers in the hair. AVhen a <>irl is 
espoused, she is clad in a loose flowing robe, variously orna­
mented according to tiic circumstances o f her parents, her 
hair is more than nsnally  ̂ decorated with dowers, and 
smoothed with a jn'ofusion o f paste and cocoa nut oil. In 
this dress she rides about the town or village, mounted on 
horseback anti, as emblematic of her chastity, the animal is 
alwaj's a white one, when such is to be had; and she is ac­
companied by all the friends, the relations and the slaves 
ot both iainilies, and a band ot music, lint fliis is often her 
last, public exhibition ; for, it she marries into a family’ o f 
condition, she is then shut up for the remainder o f her 
life.

The diet of the Javanese forms a great contrast with that 
of the Dutch. A considerable part o f it consists in rice,



sonicliincs fr3'cd in oil nnd soniGtiincs boiled in pluin A\citci,
, it.h which arc used a few capsules or heads o f Capsicum  or 

Cayenne pepper, and n  little salt, to render more palatable 
this insipid grain. AVith the use o f animal food a true Java­
nese is wholly unac(]uainted, and o f milk he is very sparing, 
except indeed o f that, licpiid substance, sometimes thougl? 
improperly so called, which abounds in the young cocoa 
nut, and which affords a cool and refreshing draught. This 
tree, arrd indeed most o f the palm tribe as the date, the 
sago and the areca, all supply him with solid food. The 
chief use o f the areca, however, is onl}' as an ingredient in a 
conijjound masticatory, consisting, besides this nut, of chuncim 
or lime o f shells and serihoo or seeds o f long i)epper, made 
into a paste and rolled up in the green leaf o f betel pepper. 
This composition, when moistened in the mouth, communi­
cates to the tongue and lips a deep red ceJour, which turns 
afterAvards to a dark mahogany • brown. The teeth 'of a 
Javanese being painted black (because monkics, he observes, 
have Avhite ones) give to the countenance rather a hideous 
appearance.

^rhe areca nut, especially Avhen fresh from the tree, is 
powerfully narcotic, and a small portion Avill cause intoxica­
tion in those Avho are not accustomed to the use of it. The 
fecuiiE o f this nut is the Catechu  or red earth of the old Phar­
macopoeia, and is obtained by boiling it with unslacked 
lim e; but the T erra  Japonica or Catechu, which is now in use 
and said to be an excellent tooth powder, is llie ashes o f a 
particular species o f mimosa, found in Japan and on most of 
the Eastern islands. The charcoal of the areca nut is, Jioav-
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ever, considered in India, as the best and most aoreeableO
poM ilcr that can be used lor the teeth.

V
The sedative and soporific qualities o f opium are AvelI 

adapted to the character and habits o f the Javanese. 'J'liis 
hispissated juice of the poj>py is tlic greatest blessing and the 
greatest curse that the ingenuity o f man ever devised the means 
of extracting from the vegetable part o f  the creation. When 
taken in moderation, it softens the anguish o f bodily pain, 
traiu[uillizes the mind and, like the waters o f IjCthe, draws 
the veil o f oblivion over corroding care; a larger dose pro­
duces a temporary exhilai’ation o f the spirits which 
subsides into lowness and languor: and Avhen used to 
excess, it irritates even to madness and to death. Opium, 
however, is too expensive a luxury to become o f general use, 
and can be taken only occasionally by the bulk o f the people ; 
but other though less agreeable substitutes, possessing similar 
(pialilies, have been resorted to for producing the same 
ehects, as the common tobacco and the seeds and leaflets o f 
baiigue. or hemp. But the seeds o f the D a tu ra  Indica  are 
said to be more powerfully narcotic than either o])ium, to­
bacco, or hem p; and that, if taken only in a moderate 
quantity, they will affect the brain and produce the most 
violent paroxysms <;f madness. A  Leyden doctor, having 
probably heard of their etiicacy in this wa}', was induced to 
try their effect as a remedy in cases o f mental derangement; 
and he published an account o f several instances in which he 
pretends this medicine Avas administered Avith complete suc­
cess.— “  Sanat qaem saiiciat ipsa.”  On the same principle, 
Dr. Storkc of Vienna administered large doses o f H yosajam us
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N ig er , the black henbane, in case's o f madness. He con-, 
ceivecl, probably, that as, according to public opimon, a 
small ciuantity o f the extract o f this plant would cause a dt̂ - 
raugement o f the intellect«, a copious dose might be attended 
Avith the same salutary effects as drinking deeply o f the 
Pierian spring,

«  W here shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
“  And drinking largely sobers us again.”

Not only the features, the manners, and the remains of the 
civil and religious institutions o f the Hindoos are still ap­
parent among the .lav'anesc, but they have presen cd the 
frao-nients o f a history, according to which they derive their 
origin from Vishnoo. This history terminates with the account 
o f a dreadful deluge, which srvept away the great bulk ot 
mankind. In the inland parts o f the island they still observe 
a scrupulous abstinence from every kind o f animal food, un­
der the notion o f a transmigration o f souls. However amiable 
that religion may seem Avhich forbids the taking away ot 
animal life, it may tairly bev doubted whether an aversion to 
the shedding o f blood, or a tender feeling for animal suffering, 
had any share in the origin o f such an institution. A sup­
position to this eflect rvould involve Avith it a multitude ot 
contradictions and inconsistencies. The same people Avho, 
in their precepts strenuously inculcate and in practice en­
courage, by assisting and gazing at, the inhuman and un­
natural sacrifice o f a beautiful and innocent Avoman expinng 
in the flames o f a funeral pile, cannot consistently be sup­
posed to feel any horror at the slaughtering o f an ox. The 
same remark will with equal forde apply to the Javanese.
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'What pretensions can tliese people have to delicate feeling 
and sensations o f horror for animal suffering, whose great de­
light is to witness, like the barbarous Romans, a miserable 
criminal, perhaps for a very slight offence, torn in pieces by 
tygers and buffalos? Neither is it more likely that, in a 
country where animal existence is so abundantlj'^ pro­
duced and abundantly destroyed, the forbearance should 
have originated in any peculiar degree o f respect and value 
for animal life. It is scarcity that in general constitutes 
value.

, ftr ,
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The torrid zone indeed is probably not the countrv in 
which such a system had its origin— where all nature is in a 
state of visible animation— Avhere the naked earth, the woods, 
the 'watcis, and even the roidvs under the waters, arc teemino’ 
with animal life— where every step that a man takes, every 
time that he opens his mouth, whether to inhale the atmo- 
s])heric air, to (picndi his thirst with pure water, or to eat 
his lifeless vegetables (as he is willing to suppose them), he 
necessarily destroys myriads o f  living and sentient beino-s. 
AVith as little jn'opriet}' can such a system, so misplaced, be 
referred to any refined notions o f mercy and benevolence, 
but may, perhaps, .more projjcrly be considered as one 
o f those unaccountable institutions which arc sometimes 
found to militate against local consistency, and which af­
ford no slight argument in favour o f their foreign origin. On 
the same ground o f reasoning we might venture, perhaps, to 
infer that the consecration of the cow is more likely to have 
had its origin bn the bleak and baiTcn heights o f Tartary than 
on the warm and fertile plains o f Ilindostan.

7
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In Java every object seems to l)e impre-inatecl with life. 

A  glass o f water taken out o f tlie canal o f Ikttavia becomes, 
in the course o f a lew hours, a mass o f animated matter, the 
minute portions o f which, multiplying bv division and sub­
division, move about with astonishing rapidity. The bay, 
swarming with myriads o f living creatures, exhibits, in the 
night time, a phosphorescent light like a sheet o f lire. The 
stream o f fresh water Avhich falls into it:, being more highly 
charged with animal life, is distinctly traced in the bay by a 
train more luminous and brilliant than tlie rest o f the surface, 
appearing like another milky way in the midst o f a firma­
ment o f stars.

'Whether the Hindoos framed the strange doctrine o f trans­
migration o f the vital principle into different animals, or bor­
rowed it from other countries where animal life was less 
abundant, and therefore o f more value, than in India, their 
absurdities are, in either case, fully as defensible as those 
o f some o f our modern philosophers who, in a glare o f fine 
phrases, hâ •e assiduously endeavoured to pro])agate the un­
founded doctrine o f a fortuitous and spontaneous vivification 
o f inanimate matter. If, in any single instance, it could be 
shewn that animal life had been produced under a fortuitous 
concurrence o f favourable circunistanccs, one would be tlie 
less surprized at the adoption o f such ])reposterous notions as 
“  faculties being obtained simply,by wishing for them”— that 
“  from organic particles accnmulatcd, originate animal ap­

petencies”— that

“  licnee without parent, by spontaneous birth,
“  Rise the first specks of animated earth,”

!i'i,
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And that tills carlliy matter o f spontaneous animation has 
h('cn aggregated into all the shapes and sizes o f living crea­
tures on the fare o f the glolx*, merely by volition, by 
fonnuis;

“  A  potent wish in the productive hour.”

Such sublime nonsense, though in contradiction to every 
known fact, is j'et plausible enough to mislead the judgment 
ot many o f those to whom it is particularly addressed; 
tliough, like the transmigration o f souls, it is ushered into the 
western worlil in an age too enlightened to suffer it to pass 
into a religious creed. When the object o f talents, so miser­
ably misapplied, appears to be that o f degrading man to a 
level with the lowest reptile that crawls on the earth, and o f 
allowing him no other jire-eminenee in the scale o f  creation 
than tlie accidental conception o f a more “  potent wish in 

the productive h o u r — when the most disgusting coin- 
[larisons are drawn, with an obvious design to debase the 
“  noblest work o f God” down to

“ His brother-emmets and his sister-worms i” '

one cannot avoid feeling the mijiglcd sentiments o f pit}", con­
tempt, and indignation, which even the seducing garb o f 
harmonious verse has not the power o f su]')pressing. In com­
paring the writings o f Paley jvith those o f Darwin, how simple, 
how noble, how consolatory, are the design and contrivance 
o f a benevolent Being demonstrated in the on e ; how wretch­
edly obscure, how mean, how hopeless, is the doctrine o f a 
tortuitous concurrence o f fortunate circumstances so pomp-
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ously and perversely displayed in tlie foscinating verse o f 
the otlicr!

The next class o f the inhabitants o f Batavia, v hudi 1 have 
briefly to notice, is the Malays; a race o f men Avhich is found 
to inliabit the coasts o f most o f the numerous islands that are 
scattered over the great Eastern Ocean ; Avhile the inland 
parts o f the same islands are inhabited by a distinct class o f 
people bearing, on every island, certain marks o f a common 
origin, and an affinity more or less with the Hindoo character. 
These circumstances not only pi'ove, that the Malays Averc 
not the original possessors o f the islands on Avhicli they are 
found, but that the Hindoos miist liave been considerabh’; 
navigators at a period antecedent to all history. Indeed all 
tlic Oriental nations seem to liaA'c sprung fj'om two grand 
stocks, the Hindoos and the Tartars. The Javanese evi­
dently derive their origin from the former, and the IMalays as 
obA'iously fmm the latter. The change in the character o f 
this people, uoav  ̂ s o  diflerent from that o f the Tartars, has 
most probably been occasioned by change o f situation and 
local circumstaiK-'es. 'fhe religion o f .Mahomet, forced upon 
them by the Arabs, may in itself be considered perhaps as suf­
ficient, Avithout any other cause, to have operated this change. 
Added, hoAvcA-er, to this, they may have been diiven by ne­
cessity to becouAC pirates, and to seek that subsistence on 
the sea, Avhich the more numerous and poAverful OAvners o f 
the islands denied them on shore. At all events, their situa­
tion and their circumstances seem still to compel (hem to 
retort on modern navigators those crueltii’s and ojipressivc
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measures, which theii’ M ahomedan and succeeding European 
visitors were by no means sparing in inflicting on them.

The present cast of the M alay character is o f a very extra­
ordinary nature. In  the pursuit of plunder they are as active, 
restless, and courageous, as in their conquests they are fero­
cious and vindictive. To their enemies they are remorseless, 
to their friends capricious, and t o ' strangers treacherous. 
Ready a to n e  moment to sacrifice his life in the defence of his 
friend, the M alay, in the heat of passion, will not hesitate to 
murder him  the next. Like a beast of prey, he raves and 
foams when beset with dangers ; b u t Iris courage may rather be 
considered of th at ferocious and desperate kind which acts on 
the impulse of the moment, a sort of m ental frenzy, than that 
steady and deliberate conduct which preserves its character 
under all circumstances. I t  is equally dangerous to offend 
or to punish a  M alay ; in the one case he will stab privately, 
in the other in the heat of his rage. A blow is an indignity 
which makes him lose a t once all value for his own existence, 
and to set death a t defiance. He never forgives the author 
of such disgrace, bu t seeks how he may best glut liis re­
venge, however certain that an ignominious death will be the 
conseipience.

*By the same impetuous temper, which renders him im pa­
tient of injuries, he is driven to desperation by misfortunes, 
whether they arise from unavoidable circumstances, or from 
his own misconduct. In  either case he rarely submits to his 
fate with coolness, bu t flies to his favourite opium, whose

7
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powerful effect on the brain is necessary to prepare him for 
the commission o f the desperate acts he may have pre­
meditated. Intoxicated with this drug, he tears loose his 
long black hair, and rushing infuriated through the streets, 
with a dagger in his hand, as if bent on doing all the inis- 
chief in his power the little while he has to live,

“ He runs a muck, and tilts at all he meets.”

An unconquerable propensity for gambling is one o f the 
chief causes which drives the hialay to tiiis state ot despeia-^ 
tion. So passionately attached is he to every species o f 
gamins, and more particularly so to cock-fighting, that his 
last morsel, the covering o f his body, his wife and childicn, 
are frequently staked on the issue o f a battle to be fought by 
his favourite cock. This bird, on the island of Java, glows 
to a prodigious size, especially about Bantam, wheie, instead 
o f those little feathery-legged fowls, usually’̂ supposed to be 
natives o f this place from whence they take the name, they 
are nearly as large as the iiorfolk bustard. I have seen 
“  one o f these co^cks," says Mr. Marsden, “  peck off a coin- 
“  mon dining table ; when fatigued they sit down on the 
“  first joint o f the leg, and are then taller than the common 
“  fowls.” This animal is the inseparable companion o f the 
M alay; but his affection, though apparently approaching to 
infatuation, docs not prevent him trom exposing it to the lisk 
o f a battle which, from the nature o f the weapons, must, 
prove ffital to one o f the combatants. Instead o f spurs or 
heels, he fixes on the bottom o f his foot a piece o f sharpened 
iron,'about the size o f the blade o f a large penknife, and o f

II II 2

i!r

,dl:

fti :

'i: , d „91



< i

236 B A T A V I A .

tlie shape o f a sc3'the. A  single stroke o f  this weapon will 
sometimes completely lay open the body o f his antagonist. 
But whether thus hacking do-wn with cutlasses, or pricking 
each other like gentlemen -with small swords, will be con­
sidered as the more humane and the more genteel practice, 
is a point I must leave to be determined by the Malays, and 
those refined gentlemen o f our own country who can derive 
amusement from the destruction o f so noble-spirited an 
animal. Bvit while we condemn the ignorant and but half- 
eivilizcd Mala3’̂ s for their eagerness in the pursuit o f this fa­
vourite and inhuman sport, we cannot too much reprobate 
the same barbarous practice so sedulously" encouraged, as an 
amusing relaxation, in many o f our seminaries o f education, 
where it Ls usually preceded by the elegant exercise o f foot­
ball, as a suitable preparatory for the cock-pit, which on 
such occasions is generally graced by a few black eyes and 
broken shins. Thus me scenes o f quarrelling and cruelty 
made familiar to youth, as the, proper accompaniments o f 
gaming and idleness in rij)cr years. The education o f  IMalay 
children is not less attended to in their way. While too 
3 Q i IcU ê an animal as the cock, they in­
dulge their propensits' to this species o f  gaming by' carrying 
about in little cages, like the Chinese, (juails trained to light, 
and diflerent species o f grasshoppers.

Ihe ferocious conduct o f the Malay's would appear to be 
>ometimes the residt rather o f a wanton cruelty o f disposition, 
or an implacable hatred o f strangers, than o f mental distress, 
insult, or injuiy. On the coast o f Sumatra we had the mis-
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fortune to lose a very valuable man by llie daggers o f these 
jrcople. Finding him alone and defenceless, employed at the 
watering-place in washing his foul linen, they had rushed 
upon him unawares, plunged their Aveapous into his back, 
and thrown him into the pool o f Avateiv ilis companion, avIio 
liad strayed to a little distance along the beach, met the 
murderous party Avlro, perceiving he carried a musquet, 
passed him Avithout the least molestation, l ie  dragged the 
body o f his friend out o f the Avatcr, but poor Leighton had 
already expired. It could not have happened for the sake 
o f  robbing him o f a little dirty linen, for in this case it Avas 
not nccessaiy to commit a murder; neither Avas he likely to 
have given them any provocation. lie  Avas, on all occasions, 
a man of thorough good humour. A circumstance Avas recol­
lected, after the accident had happened, to Avliich perhaps 
it might have been OAving. One day a Malay came on board 
the Lion, Avith monkics, birds, fruits and vegetables for 
sale. Leighton, among his various pursuits, had a turn for 
portrait-painting, in AAdiich he Avas flattered Avith being suc­
cessful. The Malay being a ncAv character, he Avas desirous 
o f obtaining his features. The man not understanding AA'hat 
he wanted, and suspecting that he might be practising some 
incantation, o f Avhich this nation is extremely apprehensive, 
.springing from the deck o f the ship, plunged at once into the 
sea and, scrambling into his canoe as Avell as he could, 
paddled off. Calling to recollection this circumstance, it Avas 
supposed by many that this same man might have instigated 
the party to put him to dcatli.
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The last class o f people o f which I am to take notice is that 
o f the slaves. I f  at any one place this unhappy race o f men 
has been more unnecessarily introduced than at another, that 
})lacc is certainly Batavia, where thousands o f free Chinese, 
the best and most handy servants perhaps in the whole world, 
j)resentcd themselves in readiness to serve on the most mo­
derate terms. I confine the observation to those slaves Avho 
are in servitude to the Dutch ; as the Javanese, though in 
fact little better than slaves to the Princes, are not, however, 
disposable by sale,' nor in any way transferable from hand to 
hand, like other property. The slaves o f the Dutch are em­
ployed chiefly as artificers; or for domestic purposes. By 
the number that are kept, the wealth and importance o f the 
owner are in some degree indicated. Like a stud o f horses 
in England, the slaves o f Batavia are kept more for parade 
than for real use. While in this condition, as I before ob­
served, they are not allowed to wear shoes and stockings, in 
order that they may be known in the streets; for a freeman, 
however poor, will take care to supply himself with at least 
a covering for his legs and feet, in preference even to a coat, 
to avoid carrying about with him the odious badge o f slavery. 
Few as the Dutch are, when compared Avith their slaves, 
they arc less cautious than the Roman people Avere, avIio 
Avould not suffer a proposition to be carried, Avhich Avas madg 

• in the Senate, to distinguish the slaves by a particular dress 
from the citizens, lest the number o f the former, being 
thus easily ascertainable, might become dangerous to the 
state.
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The slaves o f both sexes are lightly worked and well fed ; 
and though they are occasionally punished with great se­
verity, their punishment is rarely inflicted by the hands, or 
under the direction, o f their owners. The usual way is to 
send them to the Fiscal, who is paid some trifling sum foi 
each coiTCCtion ; but when a man possesses a considerable 
number o f slaves, he generally bargains with the Fiscal to 
flog them in the lump by the year. 'Fhc members ot the 
Council and o f the Court o f Justice have the privilege o f de­
manding the exercise o f this magistrates authority, free of 
expence. The usual punishment consists o f a certain number 
o f stripes, according to the nature ot the oflcnce, with 
laths o f bamboo; and the wounds arc generally pickled 
with a preparation o f pepper and salt, to prevent morti­
fication.

The number o f slaves annually imported into Batavia 
alone, for the use o f the Butch and half-cast burghers, is 
computed at one thousand. However extraordinary it may 
appear, it is not the less certain, that, in order to keep up the 
establishment o f slaves in this declining settlement, it is 
found to be absolutely necessary to continue this large im­
portation. I f  itny explanation were required for a fact, 
which unfortunately is established in all countries where 
slavery exists, it may perhaps be here attributed to the excess 
of females above the males, and the little care that is taken 
of children where there is no connubial tie, and a restrained 
intercourse between the parents.
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Tlic most numerous and indeed tlie most useful are the 
Malay slaves, l>rought from tlie different islands in the 
Eastern Sea. I/ike the Chinese, they are prompt at imita­
tion, and expert in learning all handicraft trades. A  great 
part o f the iemalc slaves arc imported from Pulo Nias, a 
small island on the vest side o f Sumatra, being esteemed for 
the elegance o f their shapes, their vivacity, and their smooth 
skins. They are, however, said to be subject to a cutaneous 
disorder which, tike the leprosy, withers the skin, and 
changes its colour. 'I'he price o f a Nias maid, when all her 
points are good, is seldom less than one thousand dollars.

J he Malabar is a mild and passive creature, willing to 
learn, but slow o f a[>preliension. His slender form is ill 
adapted for hard labour, and he is therefore genei'ally pur­
chased as a [)ersonal seiTant; and the women o f this nation 
ai-c mostly employed to wait on their mistresses. The black 
slaves from the island o f Tim or arc not unlike the Malabars, 
and in their features evidently betray their Hindoo origin.

1 he shxA'es from IMadagascar and the Mosainbique are a 
harmless race o f men, o f a pliant and willing disposition, 
but extremely stupidtal l ,  muscular, and athletic, but their 
strength is seldom employed with advantage to themselves 
or their owners, or their labour conducted with judgment.* 
Their artless simplicity leads to the easy detection o f their 
crimes. AVc had an instance o f this at the hotel where Ave
lodged. Some articles Avere missing from one o f the rooms.

t I
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The slaves were summoned to undergo the trial by rice. 
Each slave was directed to open his mouth, into which was 
to be thrown a certain (piantity o f dry rice. The actual 
thief, impressed with the idea that the rice would certainl}' 
choak him, and that a flogging Avas better than, suffocation, 
pertinaciously refused to open his mouth. Another mode o f 
detecting a culprit is by giving him at night a small stick, 
notched at a certain distance from the end, whilst the master 
keeps another notched exactly in the same manner. Leing 
persuaded that, if guilty, the notch will be farther remo^'ed 
from the end, or that the stick will groŵ  longer before the, 
next morning, the slave, in the simplicity o f his heart, takes 
good care that this shall not be the case, by cutting from it 
a slice to keep it downi to its proper length.

As none o f the Dutch inhabitants are holders o f land, be­
yond the gardens usually annexed to their country villas, and 
the Chinese are incomparably the best gardeners, there are 
no field slaves in the neighbourhood of Batavia; the whole 
that are imported being either employed for domestic pur­
poses, or brought up to some useful trade, by working at 
which they earn, for the use of their masters, a highei in­
terest for the money expended in their purchase and sub­
sistence than they Avould be able to proem t; bj employ ing the 
same capital in any other way. Many of the IMalay slaves, 
by industry in their profession, are enabled in a few years to 
purchase their emancipation ; sometimes they are manumitted 
for their long and faithful serviees ; but most frequently at 
the death o f their master, who usually bequeaths to one or
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more o f his slaves the legacy o f their freedom, which the 
Governor and Council are compelled to confirm, on the ap­
plication o f the slave for letters o f manumission, for which, 
however, he is obliged to pay the sum o f twenty-five dollar’s, 
or remain in servitude till he has earned by his labour what 
may be deemed an equivalent to that amount.
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Geographical Outline— Bays and R ivers— Suspicious Conduct o f  the Natives, 
and Cause o f  it— Historical Sketch relating to Cochinchina— A  Rebellion, and 
the M urder o f  the King— Conquest o f  T u n g -^ in — Conduct o f  a Chinese

General__Safety o f  the young Prince o f  Cochinchina— His Adventures—
Bishop d'A dran carries the King's Son to Paris— Treaty between him and 
Lew is XVL— Preparations f o r  carrying the Treaty into Effect— Defeated  
by Madame de Vienne— Return o f  the legitimate King to Cochinchina— His 
various Successes over the Usurpers— His Character— His Attachment to 
the Bishop d'A dran— Extraordinary Energy o f  his bodily and mental 

Faculties— His land and marine Forces.

J^AVING remained a much longer time in the neighbom- 
hood o f the equator than wo had intended, or indeed than 
was advisable for the health o f the crews, if it could have 
been avoided, we quitted with pleasure the low swampy 
coast o f Sumatra, and at the same time the strait o f Banca; 
and after a fruitless attempt to stand into a bay on the island 
of Pulo I,ingin, situated immediately under the ecjuinoctial, 
we were not sorry to leave it behind, few o f us caring to 
encounter that extraordinary degree ot heat whicli, on this 
island, the learned Bayer says, but on whose authority I 
forget, is (piite sufficient for the propagation o f the human 
spt^cies, without the usual intercourse o f the sexes; under
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this provision, however, I suppose, that the spontaneous em­
bryo shall be lucky enough to form

“  A potent wish in the productive hour.”

As the favourable monsoon was scarcely yet set in, and the 
state o f the sick required the refreshments o f the shore, ■we 
came to anchor in an open bay before one o f the small 
islands o f Pulo Condore, with a view to that effect; but the 
appearance o f our large ships occasioned so great an alarm to 
the few poor natives, as to drive them into the mountains, 
leaving behind them their scanty stock o f provisions ex­
posed at the doors o f their huts, and praying us, in a billet 
written in the Chinese character, to be satisfied by taking 
their little all, and to spare their humble dwellings. Such 
being the state o f the island, Ave hastened our departure from 
thence, and steered direct towards a part o f the Asiatic con­
tinent Avhich is less knoAvŷ  than it deserves to be and, I may 
venture to predict, less than it Avill be to some o f the 
European nations, before many years shall have elapsed.

I n  t h e  la t e s t  a n d  p e r h a p s  t h e  b e s t  a r r a n g e d  s y s t e m  o f  

g e o g r a p h y  A vlfich  h a s  b e e n  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  a  c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  A s i a ,  c o n t a i n i n g  f u l l  tA v e n ty  m i l l i o n s  o f  

p e o p l e ,  a n d  f r o m  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  h u n d r e d  t h o u s a n d  s q u a r e  

m i le s ,  e x t r a o r d in a r y  a s  i t  m a y  a p p e a r ,  is  p a s s e d  o v e r  Avith a  

m e r e  d a s h  o f  t h e  p e n .  “  T h e  k i n g d o m s  o f  Laos, Cambodia, 
“  Siampa, Cochinchina, a n d  Tung-quin ,”  s a y s  M r .  P in k e r t o n ,  

a r e  c o u n t r i e s  u n i m p o r t a n t  in  t h e m s e lv e s ,  a n d  c o n c e r n i n g  

“  A vh ich  t h e  m a t e r ia l s  a r e  i m p e r f e c t . ”  'P o  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  

t h is  S A veep in g  a n d  u n q u a l i f i e d  a s s e r t io n  I  m o s t  f r e e l y  a n d
7
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The extensive empire o f China terminates, on the south, 
at the twenty-second degree of latitude ; but a tongue ot 
land connected with it continues on its western side as far as 
to the ninth parallel o f northern latitude. This prolongation 
o f thirteen degrees in extent has a ridge o f high mountains 
whicli, running dowm the middle from north to south, divides 
the Birman empire, on the west, from the kingdoms of T ung- 
quin. Cochinchina, Tsiompa, and Cambodia, on the east. 
These names, thus usually marked on our charts, are, how­
ever, utterly unknown to the natives, except Tung-quin. 
The other three collectively are called A n-nan , and are dis­
tinguished by three grand divisions. 'I'hc first, contained be­
tween the southernmost point which forms the extremity o f 
the gulph of-Siam and which lies in about the ninth degiee 
o f latitude, as fixr as to the twelfth degree, is called D on-nai ; 
the second, extending from hence to the fifteenth degree, 
C h a n g ; and the third, between this and the seventeenth de-
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fully subscribe, but cannot by any means assent to the 
former; being vain enough to hope that the small stock o f 
well-authenticated materials, which I am about to lay before 
the publick, will be sufficient to shew that these countries, or 
a portion o f them only, held thus so very cheap, are not only 
important within themselves, but highly so to the present 
and future concerns o f British India. And for the better 
illustration o f the historical sketch, which will be the subject 
o f this chapter, it may not be amiss to prefix a concise out­
line o f the geographical situation and divisions ot that part 
o f the Asiatic continent which is usually known by the name 
o f Cochinchina,

I r
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grcc, where the kingdom o f Tiing-quin  commences, is called 
l lu é .  On the sea coast o f all these divisions are safe and 
commodious bays and harbours. The great river o f D on-nai 
{Cambodia o f the charts) is described as navigable by ships 
o f the largest siî e to the distance o f forty miles up the coun­
try, where the city o f Sai-goitg  is situated, having a capa­
cious and commodious port, and an extensive naval arsenal. 
An English gentleman, who sailed up this river in a large 
Portugueze vessel, on his passage from China to India, re­
presented it to me as one o f the grandest scenes that could 
be iinagined. It has several large branches, but the width 
o f that up which thej' sailed seldom exceeded two miles, and 
in many j^laces was less than one ; but the water was so deep 
in eveiy part, that the rigging o f their vessel Avas sometimes 
entangled in the branches o f the stately forest trees which 
shaded its banks, and her sides frequently grazed against 
the verdant shores.

I .

In the division o f Chang, in latitude 13° 50’ N. is Chin-cheu  
bay and luu'bour; the latter spacious and completely shel­
tered from all Avinds, but only accessible by large vessels at 
high Avater, on account o f  a bar that runs across the narroAV 
entrance or gullet between it and the outer bay. At the head 
o f this harbour is situated the city o f Q uin-nong.

The principal city in the division o f H u é , Avhich bears the 
same name, is situated on the banks o f a large river naA'i- 
gable by ships o f considerable burden ; but a bar o f sand 
runs across the mouth. A little to the soutlnvard o f this river 
is the bay o f Ilan -sa n , or, as it is usually marked in the
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charts, Turon, which, for the security and conveniencies it 
affords, is equalled by few in the Eastern world, and certainly 
surpassed by none. It is situated in latitude l6° 7' N .

It was for this bay we shaped our course from Pulo Con- 
dore, and we arrived before it on the 24th May.-. Not having 
any chart that could be depended on, and perceiving a mul­
titude o f fishing craft between our slops and the shore, we 
sent out a boat with the view o f getting a p ilot; but the 
fishermen, on observing it, immediately lioisted their sails 
and scudded away before the wind. At last, however, a 
small boat without any sail was overtaken, from whieh a 
miserable old wretch was brought away, than whom I never 
beheld a more piteous object, llis eyes were deeply sunk in 
his head, his face was the colour of an old ,oaken wainscot, 
haggard, and wrinkled; and a few clotted locks of grey haii 
started from under a dirty handkerchief which was bound 
round his head. Ilis whole dress consisted o f a short fi'ock 
patched with pieces o f twenty different sorts and colours, 
and a pair o f ragged trowsers o f the petticoat kind. Such a 
specimen o f the people we were about to visit was not cal­
culated to raise very high expectations in their favour. On 
stepping into the ship he seemed to be greatly agitated, cast­
ing his eyes first round the spacious deck, then at the large 
guns, and not a little disturbed at the appearance o f so 
many people; but, above all, the great height o f the masts 
seemed to attract his attention, lie  frequently fell on his 
knees, and burst into tears. With some difficulty he was at 
last sufficiently pacified to be made, by signs, to comprehend 
the purpose for which he had been brought on b o a r d a n d

1. ■ I t '
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he pointed out the entrance into the hay, Avhich does not 
leadily discover itself to those who are strangers to it. The 
weather being squally, we did not succeed in getting in till 
the latter part o f the following day.

The deplorable state to which our sick were now' reduced 
by the typhous fever and dysentery, which had been caught 
at Batavia, and had spread nearly through the whole o f 
the ship’s company, w'as the principal reason o f  our going 
to Turon, after the disappointment w'e met with at Pulo 
Condore. It ma}' be imagined then how great and grievous 
was the mortification we all felt on being told, by the Cap­
tain o f a Portugueze vessel which was lying in the bay, that 
an existing rebellion, having plunged the whole o f Cochin- 
china into a state o f civil war, had reduced the country to 
such a w'retched situation as to preclude every hope of our 
procuring the refreshments o f which we stood so mu(di in 
need ; and that it w^ould be more advisable for us to proceed 
to Macao without a moment’s delay, than to wait there in 
fruitless expectation o f getting those supplies, which might 
perhaps be promised, but wdiich, he knew very Avell, could 
not be provided. The miserable condition o f our old fisher­
man, and the general appearance o f the place, and every 
thing w'e saw, seemed to confirm the umvclcome intelligence, 
o f Manuel Duome. Few' natives came near the ships ; those 
that did come Avere shy and suspicious in their conduct, and 
when we w'ent on shore they seemed to avoid us. N o provi- 
.sions nor any kind o f refreshments were brought off to the 
ships, and it was not without difficulty ŵ e could procure on 
shore a few fowls and a trifling quantity o f fruit and roots.
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T l i e  s e c o n d  d a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a r k e t  w a s  r a th e r  b e t t e r  

s t o c k e d  ; a n d ,  in  a  f e w  d a y s  m o r e ,  w h e n  t h e y  f o u n d  th a t  

t h e ir  a r t i c le s  w e r e  s a le a b le  a t  t h e ir  o w n  p r i c e s ,  a n d  m o n e y  

p l e n t i f u l ,  i t  w a s  a b u n d a n t l y  s u p p l i e d  w i t h  l i v e  s t o c k ,  f r u it ,  

a n d  v e g e t a b l e s .  T h e  l e a d i n g  m e n  o f  t h e  p l a c e ,  w h o  n o w  

b e g a n  t o  c o m e  f o r w a r d ,  sh cA ved  a n  in c l in a t i o n  t o  b e  c iv i l ,  

a n d  t o  p a y  s o m e  a t t e n t io n  t o  o u r  r e q u is i t io n s .  T h e y  e v e n  

v is i t e d  u s  o n  b o a r d  ; a n d  o n  t h e  f o u r t h  o r  f i f t h  d a y  i t  Avas a n ­

n o u n c e d  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  a  p i i b l i c  d in n e r  

A v o u ld  b e  d a i l y  p r e j i a r e d  o n  s h o r e ,  f o r  s u c h  o f  t h e  g e n t le m e n  

a n d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  s q u a d r o n  a s  m i g h t  c h u s e  t o  p a r t a k e  o f  it .

m

O u r  in t e r c o u r s e  Avith t h e  p e o p l e  Avas noAv b e c o m e  c o n s t a n t  

a n d  u n r e s t r a in e d ,  a n d  m u t u a l  c o n f i d e n c e  Avas e s t a b l i s h e d  

b e tA v e e n  u s ; a n d  th is  b r o u g h t  t o  l i g h t  a  d i s c o v e r y  n o t  v e r y  

c r e d i t a b l e  t o  o u r  f r i e n d  IN Ianu el D u o m e .  T h is -  P o r t u g u e s e  

t r a d e r ,  in  t h e  t r u e  s p ir i t  o f  c o m m e r c i a l  j e a l o u s y ,  h a d  aA -ailed  

h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  t h e  C o c h i n c h i n e s e ,  a n d  in s in u a t e d  

t h a t  n o t h i n g  Avas m o r e  p r o b a b l e  t h a n  t h e  E n g l i s h  s c ju a d r o n  

h a v in g  c o m e  t h i t h e r  Avith h o s t i le  v ie w s .  '  A n d  i t  s e e m e d  h e  

w a s  a t  n o  l i t t le  p a in s  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e m  t h a t  s u c h  Avas r e a l ly  

t h e  c a s e ,  in  t h e  h o p e  t h a t ,  b y  t h e ir  s h u t t in g  t h e  m a r k e t s  

a g a in s t  u s ,  Ave s h o u ld  b e  i n d u c e d  t o  t a k e  a  s jA c e d y  d e p a r t u r e ,  

a n d  l e a v e  t h e  c o a s t  c l e a r  t o  h im s e l f .  'I 'o  e x p la i n  th e  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s  A vh ich  gaA"e c o l o u r  t o  t h e s e  s u s p i c i o n s  Avill r e q u i i e  a  

b r i e f  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  a f fa ir s  o f  th is  d i s t r a c t e d  c o u n t r y  f o r  t h e  

la s t  t h ir t y  y e a r s ; a n d  I  a m  u n A v illin g  t o  t h in k  t h a t  t h e  h is ­

t o r i c a l  s k e t c h  I  a m  a b o u t  t o  g i v e  Avill b e  c o n s id e r e d ,  e v e n  b y  

M r ,  P in k e r t o n ,  a s  u n im p o r t a n t  o r  u n in t e r e s t in g .

K K
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H I S T O R I C A L  S K E T C H  OF M O D E R N  C O C H I N C H I N A .

I n  t l ie  3 ,5 th  y e a r  o f  t h e  r e ig n  o f  C aw ig-shtm g, K i n g  o f  

C o c h in c h in a ,  a n d  t h e  5 0 t h  o f  h is  a g e ,  ( 1 7 7 4  o f  t h e  C h r is t ia n  

ffira ,) a  s u d d e n  a n d  o v e r w h e l m i n g  in s u r r e c t i o n  b r o k e  o u t  in  

h is  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  Q uin-nong. T h is  r e b e l l i o n  -vvas h e a d e d  

b y  t h r e e  b r o t h e r s .  T h e "  e ld e s t ,  w h o s e  n a m e  Avas Y in-yac, 
w a s  a  A v e a lth y  m e r c h a n t  AAdio c a r r ie d  o n  a n  e x t e n s iv e  c o m ­

m e r c e  Avith C h in a  a n d  J a p a n  ; t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  Avas 

Lojig-nicm g, a  g e n e r a l  o f f i c e r  o f  h ig h  r a n k  a n d  g r e a t  c o m ­

m a n d  ; a n d  t h e  t h ir d  Avas a  p r ie s t .  S u c h  a  d a n g e r o u s  c o m ­

b i n a t i o n  o f  A vea lth , o f  m i l i t a r y  p o A v e r , a n d  o f  i n f lu e n c e  OA^er 

th e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  Avas b u t  f e e b l y  r e s is t e d  o n  t h e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  K i n g ,  avIi o , f r o m  a  s i c k l y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  a n  i n d o l e n t  

h a b i t  o f  b o d y ,  h a d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  s u r r e n d e r e d ,  in  a  g r e a t  

d e g r e e ,  t h e  r e in s  o f  g o v e r n m e i i t  in t o  t h e  h a n d s  o f  h is  g e n e r a ls ,  

Avho Avere m o s t l y  e u n u c h s .  O t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  

t e n d e d  t o  f o n v a r d  t h e  vieAvs o f  t h e  r e b e l  c h i e f s .  T h e  im p o s i t i o n  

o f  a  p o l l  t a x  h a d  c r e a t e d  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c o n t e n t  a m o n g  t h e  p e o p l e .  

'I 'h e  f a s t  s t e p  t h e y  t o o k ,  A vh ich  is  t h e  u s u a l  p r o c e e d i n g  o n  

s u c h  o c c a s i o n s ,  Avas t o  g e t  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  

K i n g ,  a n d  t o  s e c u r e  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  t h a t  c a m e  

A vithin  t h e ir  r e a c h ;  a n d  a l l  Avho f e l l  i n t o  t h e ir  h a n d s  A v e re . 

i m m e d i a t e l y  p u t  t o  d e a t h .  T h e  c i t y  o f  S ai-gong  aa' r s  s u p ­

p o s e d  t o  b e  fa A 'o u r a b lc  t o  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  d e p o s e d  s o v e r e ig n .  

A n  a r m y  Avas t h e r e f o r e  m a r c h e d  a g a in s t  i t ,  t h e  Avails Avere 

l e v e l l e d  Avith t h e  g r o u n d ,  a n d  2 0 , 0 0 0  o f  it s  in h a b i t a n t s  p u t  

t o  t h e  sA vord . I ’r ia ls  a n d  e x e c u t i o n s  A vere  d a i l y  e x h i b i t e d
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in every part o f the country, under pretence o f plots and con- 
sf)iracies against the sacred persons o f the usurpers. These, 
on their part, left no measures untried, nor suftercd any oc­
casion to pass by, which might be the means o f acquiring 
them popularity. The merchant gave sumptuous entertain­
ments, fetes, and fire-works ; tlie general ciijoled the army ; 
and the priest prevailed on the clergy to announce to the 
careless multitude the decree o f Tien, which had ordained 
these three worthies to be their future rulers.

In their arrangements for the future government o f this 
extensive country, it was determined that Y in-yac should 
possess the two divisions o f Chang  and D o n -n a i; L ong-niang  
that o f H u e, bordering on Tung-quin ; and that the, youngest 
brother should be high priest o f all Cochinchina. By this 
disposition, Y in -yac  cunningly placed his brother between 
himself and the Tung-qidnese, who were at this time considered 
as a powerful nation. L on g-n ia n g  had scarcely set foot in 
his capital H u é-foo , before he took occasion to quarrel with 
the King o f Tung-quin, who Avas a tributary vassal to the 
Emperor o f China. The Tung-quinese, being in fact o f the 
same character and disposition as the Chinese, Aveie little able 
to cope AA'ith the hardy and disciplined tioops o f a bold and 
advçnturous usurper. Their King, abandoning his army 
after the first engagement, tied to Pekin to demand the as­
sistance o f  the Emperor o f China. K ien -L u n g  Avho, from his 
successes in every part o f Tartary and on the great island o f 
Formosa, had been led to believe that his troops Avere in­
vincible, conceived there would he little difficulty in driving 
the usurper from Tung-quin, and in restoring the lawful
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sovereign to his throne. With this view he ordered the Vice- 
roy o f Canton to march immediately at the head o f an army 
o f 100,000 men. Long-niang, by means o f his spies, was 
fully apprized o f all the movements o f this immense army. 
Having ascertained their line o f march, he sent out detach­
ments to plunder and destroy the towns and villages through 
which it had to pass ; and the country being thus laid waste, 
the Chinese army, long before it had even reached the 
frontier o f Tnng-quin, was distressed by want o f provisions, 
and obliged to fall back.

' r , I

I I ■

The usurper, who was a much better general than our 
friend Foo-chang-tong, (whom we met at the court o f Pekin,) 
the commander o f this army, continually kept harassing the 
rear o f the Chinese troops, as they retreated ; and so much did 
they suffer in this ill-conducted expedition, by fatigue, by fa­
mine and the sword, that not less than fifty thousand men are 
said to have perished, without a general battle having been 
fought. Driven back with the remains o f  his army within a hun­
dred miles o f Canton, the Viceroy, in order to prevent a further 
loss o f men and, rvhat to him was o f more importance, loss o f 
character and certain disgrace, concluded that the most pru­
dent step he could now take would be that o f opening a 
négociation with the usurper. Long-nimig, assuming the tone 
of a compieror, boldly declared that, having been called to 
the throne o f Tung-quin by the Avill o f heaven and the voice 
o f the people, he was resolved to maintain his right to the 
last extremity ; that he had 200,000 men in Tung-qnin, and 
as many in Cochinchina, ready to lose the last drop o f their 
blood in his support ; and that he was now no longer Long-

7
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7iiang the xisurpcr, for that he liad caused himself to be 
crowned, by the name o f Q uang-H ung, King o f the united 
kingdoms o f T u n g -q u in  and C ochinchina .

I'lie Viceroy o f Canton was but ill prepared for this high 
and decided tone o f the usurper; yet no time was to be lost 
in deliberation. F oo-chang-tong w a s -ã \>oor soldier; but, for 
what he w-as deficient in courage and military skill, he amply 
made up in cunning. His fortunes and his character w'ere at 
stake, and he saw that he Avas reduced to the necessity ot 
playing a desperate game. lie  dispatched a courier to the 
Court o f Pekin, to give an account to tlic Emperor o f the 
unparalleled success o f his expedition : and, after some detail 
o f engagements Avhich never happened, but in A\diich the 
arms o f the Emperor Avere ahvays represented as victorious, 
bore testimony to the bravery o f the enemy; to the justice 
and reasonableness o f his pretensions to a croAvn, Avhich the 
former possessor had rclincpiishcd; the fair character o f his 
antagonist, and the universal esteem in Avhich he Avas held by 
the people; and, iri short, delivered it as his opinion that 
Qua7ig -tu n g  should be invited to the Court o f Pekin to do the 
usual homage, and to receive the sanction o f the Emperor 
for holding the throne o f Tung-c/uin; suggesting, at the same 
time, that a degree o f mandarinatc in one of the provinces 
o f China, conferred on the late sovereign o f that countiy, 
Avould be an ample indemnification for Avhat he had lost in 
Tung-quin.

The Court approved o f the Viceroy’s proposal. The fugi­
tive King o f Tung-quin^ like Federigo of Naples Avhen
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Created Duke o f Anjou by Louis X II., relinquished his pre­
tensions to a crown, and accepted the degraded title o f a 
Chinese Mandarin : after which an invitation in due form 
Avas sent down for Q uang-tim g  to proceed to Pekin. This 
warv general, however, thinking it might be a trick o f  the 
Viccrov to get possession o f his person ; and naturally dis­
trusting the man Avhom he had so shamefully defeated, re­
mained in doubt as to the course he ought to pursue : but, 
on consulting one o f his confidential generals, it Avas con­
cluded betAveen them that tliis officer should proceed to the 
cajiital o f China as his representative, and as the new King 
o f Ttm g-gitin  and Cochinchina. He Avas received at the 
court o f Pekin Avith all due honours, loaded Avith the usual 
presents, and confirmed in his title to the united kingdoms, 
Avhieh Avere in future to be considered as tributary to the Em­
peror o f China. On the return o f this mock king to H u é, 
Qua7ig-fung Avas greatly puzzled hoAv he should act ; but 
seeing that the affair could not long remain a secret Avith so 
man}’ living AA’itnesses, he caused his friend and the Avhole o f 
his suite to be put to death, as the surest and perhaps the 
only means o f  preventing the trick, Avhich he had so success- 
fulh' played on the Emperor o f China, from being discovered. 
This event happened in the year 1779-

»

To Üiose Avho are acquainted Avith the Chinese character, 
and the nature o f that government, it Avill appear the less 
surprizing that the commanding officer o f an army should 
transmit to the supreme tribunal in Pekin a false report o f his 
proce^edings. AYhere the chances are in favour o f falsehood 
escaping detection ; Avhere military merit has no other mea-
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sure than that o f success; and where the consequence o f a 
single reverse, when once ascertained, is the bow-string, 
truth can hardly be expected to How from the pen o f the very 
man who has to tell the tale o f his own disasters. In vain 
have K ien -L u n g  and K ia -k in g  issued their proclamations, 
from time to time, denouncing vengeance on those generals 
Avho should transmit reports of l^attles that were never fought, 
and o f victories that were ne\'er gained ; the military tribunal 
o f Pekin is, at this day, just .as remote irom receiving a true 
statement o f facts as their predecessors were two thousand
years ago.^ ___ Ivo wonder then that i'oo-chcing-iong, at the dis­
tance o f 2000 miles, and in a wild and but little íieíjuentcd 
country, should be tempted to impose on the court, and that 
the trick should remain undiscovered.

At the time o f the rebellion in Cochinchina, when the 
three brothers caused the King, and that part o f the loyal 
family and its adherents which fell into their hands, to be put to 
death, there happened to reside at Court a French missionai3« 
o f the name o f Adran, Avho, in his various communications 
which are published in the L ettres  edijicuites et curieuses, 
calls himself the A postolic Vicar o f  Cochincluna. Tins mis­
sionary was strongly attached to the royal iamily which, on 
its part, seems to have held him in great considciation and 
esteem. Instead o f persecuting the little colony o f Christians 
Avhich he had raifíed in the country', the King aifoided them 
his protection ; and so little danger did he apprehend from a 
man who professed a different religion from that o f his' own, 
that he had no scruples in placing under his particular tuition 
his only son and heir-to the throne. Adran, on the first burst
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o f  the revolt, saw that the only hope o f safety for himself 
and his flock was in flight. The King Avas already in the 
poAver o f the rebels ; but the Queen, the young Prince, AAÜth 
his Avife and infant son, and one sister, by the ready assist­
ance o f Adran, eflccted their escape. Under fav ôur o f the 
night they fled to a considerable distance from the capital, 
and took refuge in a forest. Here, for several months, the 
young King o f Cochinchina, like another Charles, concealed 
himself and the remnant o f his unfortunate family in the 
shady branches, not o f an oak, but o f a banyan or fig tree, 
Avhose sacred character rendered it, perhaps, in their estima­
tion the more secure. In this situation they received their 
daily sustenance from the hands o f a Christian priest, o f  the 
name o f Paul, Avho carried them supplies at the hazard o f  his 
OAvn life, till all further search Avas discontinued, and the 
parties o f troops sent out for the purpose recalled.

As soon as the enemy had retired, the unfortunate fugitives 
made the best of their Avay to S a i-g o n g , Avhere the people 
flocked to the standard of their legitimate sovereign, Avhom 
they croAvned as King o f Cochinchina under the name o f his 
late father C a u n g -sh u n g . 'I'hcre happened, at this time, to be 
lying at S ui-go?ig  an armed vessel commanded by one Manuel, 
a Frenchman, seven Portuguese merchantmen and a con-, 
siderable number o f  junks and roAv-boats. By the advice o f 
Adran, this fleet Avas purchased, mannecr and equipped at 
the shortest notice, for the purpose o f making an unexpected 
attack on the usurper’s fleet, unprepared for such an event, 
in the liarbour o f  Q u in -n on g . The monsoon Avas favourable 
for the project. They entered the bay Avhere the enemy’s



fleet was lying quietly at anchor. The alarm, however, being- 
given, the troops were soon embarked. The fate o f the day 
was doubtful till the Frenchmans ship, which in a French­
man’s narrative is said to have done wonders, got aground; 
when the commanders o f the seven Portuguese vessels im­
mediately ran aAvay, and carried off’ their shijis to Macao. 
The young King displa3"ed the greatest coolness and intre­
pidity but, being overpowered by numbers, was obliged to 
eff’ect his escape by a precipitate retreat.

By this attack a considerable part o f Y in -y a c s  fleet was 
disabled or destroyed ; but it answered no other purpose than 
to rouse his attention towards the southern parts of the country. 
C auTig-shung, indeed, had scarcely returned to D on~nai, 
which he reached with difficulty on account o f the monsoon 
being adverse to his return, when intelligence was recciv'ed oi 
a large army being on its march against him. It was, soon 
discovered that any resistance which he could oppose would 
be nugatory; and, therefore, he determined at once to aban­
don the country. Having collected the remains o f his fiimily 
and a feŵ  faithful followers, he embarked in the river of S ai- 
g o n g ;  and, putting to sea, arrived safely on a small umn- 
habited island in the g-ulph o f Siam called Y u lo  W ai. Here 
he Avas joined, from time to time, by about twelve hundred 
o f  his subjects fit to carry arms. The usurper, having dis­
covered the place o f his retreat, resolved to send out an ex­
pedition against him ; but C a u n g -sh u n g , apprized o f his in­
tention, deemed it more prudent to embark for Siam, and to 
tlrroAv himself on the protection o f the King o f that country,
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than to remain on a dolcncclcss island, where certain destruc­
tion must Ibllow to himself and to his people..

Í Í
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His Siamese Majest}' happened to be at war Avith the B raa - 
7nans (the ihrmans), Avho had hitherto been constantly vic­
torious, and made considerable encroachments on his terri­
tories. Caung-shung, Avhose mind was o f too lofty a cast to 
brook the idea o f remaining a humble and inactive dependent 
on the munificence o f the King o f Siam, made an offer o f his 
services to proceed against the enemy at the head o f his little 
army o f followere, amounting, at that time, to about one 
thousand effective men. The King accepted his offer. Hav­
ing acquired, under the instructions o f the French missionary, 
a considerable knowledge o f European tactics, he had now, 
for the first time, an opportunity o f putting them in practice, 
instead o f hazarding a general engagement Avith the enemy, 
he attacked him onl}' from- certain commanding positions, 
threw obstacles in the Avay o f his march, harassed him con­
tinually by detachments and, in short, made use o f so many 
manœuvres nnknoAvn to the Birmans, that he obliged them 
to sue for a peace on his own terms. After this he returned 
in triumph to the capital o f Siam, Avhere he Avas received Avith 
universal joy and eveiy demonstration o f kindness, on the 
part «if the King, Avho loaded him Avith presents o f gold, 
silver and precious stones.

The King of Siam, it seems, had made overtures to Q m n g -  
shling’s m oth er, during his absence in the Avar, to obtain his 
sister as one o f his concubines ; a proposal Avhich she had
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rejected with disdain. But being desperately smitten with 
her beauty, he was determined to possess her at any rate, 
and, for this purpose, made an offer to share with her his 
throne, which was also refused. His Siamese Majesty began 
now to be offended in his turn, and to upbraid the emigrant 
Prince as an abandoned outcast, who ought not to hold himself 
and his family in such high estimation. On this subject the 
two sovereigns arc said to have cpiarrelled : but other accounts 
state, what indeed is more probable, that the Siamese 
generals, jealous o f the emigrant Prince, had plotted against 
his life. The same jealousy might also have found its way 
into the breast o f the King o f Siam. Aware o f the storm that 
was rising against him, he communicated his appreliensions 
to some o f his faithful followers, who advised him immediately 
to quit a Court where the delay o f  a night might prove fatal 
to him. It was therefoie determined that they shovdd force 
their Avay that very evening, -with sword in hand, to the 
nearest port, seize on the shipping which might be there, 
and, being embarked, steer a direct course for their old soli­
tary island o f F u lo  Wai. The number o f those who had fol­
lowed his fortunes from Cochinchina, and who had since joined 
him in Siam, amounted to about fifteen hundred persons. Plac­
ing himself, with his famil}^ at the head o f this small force, he 
sallied forth from the capital o f Siam, cut his way thi’ough all 
that opposed him, embarked his friends in a sufficient num­
ber o f Siamese vessels and Malay proas that were lying in 
the harbour and, putting to sea, arrived safely on P u h  
which he noAv took care tò fortify in such a manner, M'ith the 
guns and arms found on the ships he had seized, as to be sc-
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cure against any attack that either the King o f  Siam or the 
rebels o f Cochinchina might be disposed to make against it..

Adran, some time before this, had made his way from 
Siam to the southern province o f Cochinchina, in order to 
sound the sentiments o f tlie peojile "with regard to their legiti­
mate sovereign ; and, finding them still faithful to his interest, 
and a general dissatisfaction prevailing against the usurper, 
he conceived the plan o f applying to Louis X V I. o f France 
for succoui’s, in order to replace the lawful heir on the throne, 
on such terms as Avould not be objectionable to himself, and 
might eventually be highly advantageous to France. With 
this vicAv he set sail in search o f the emigrant King. “  I met 

Avith the unfortunate Monarch,” says he, in a letter dated 
fi’om Pondicherry, “  in a very wretched situation, accom­

panied b}f a few faithful friends, on one o f the small islands 
in the gulph o f Siam, near the junction o f this kingdom 
with Cambodia. His soldiers Avere subsisting on roots 
Avhich they dug out o f the earth.” Here, it seems, the 

King committted to the caro o f the missionary his eldest son, 
earnestly entreating him, in the event o f any accident befall­
ing himself, • to continue his advice and assistance to him as 
a father and a friend ; and to instruct him never to lose sight 
o f his hiAvful dominions, o f  Avhich his father Avas depri\^ed by. 
violence and usurpation

Adran, having satisfied the King on this-subject, took his 
leave, and embarked Avith his young charge for Pondicherry ; 
and, having procured a passage from thence in an European
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vessel, they arrived in Paris in the year 1787- "The } oung 
Prince was presented at court, and treated witlr every mark 
o f attention and respect; and the project o f the missionary 
was so highly approved that, in the course o f a fcAv months, 
a treaty was drawn up and concluded hetween Louis X V I. 
and the King o f Cochinchina, signed at Versailles on the part 
o f the former by the Com ptes de Vergennes and M ontm onn , 
and o f the latter by the young Prince. The principal articles 
o f this extraordinary treaty, which I believe is now for the 
first time made public, were as follows;

I. There shall be an offensive and defensive alliance between 
the Kings o f France and Cochinchina; they do hereby 
agree mutually to afford assistance to each other against 
all those who may make war upon either o f the two con­
tracting parties.

II. To accomplish this purpose, there shall be put under the 
orders o f the King o f Cochinchina a scpiadron o f twenty 
French ships o f war, o f such size and force as shall be 
deemed sufficient for the demands o f his service.

III. Five complete European regiments, and two regiments 
o f native colonial troops, shall be embarked without delay 
for Cochinchina.

IV. His Majesty Louis X V I. shall engage to furnish, within 
four months, the sum o f one million dollars; five hun­
dred thousand o f which shall be in specie, the remainder
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in salt petre, cannon, musquets, and other military 
stores.

V. From the moment the French troops shall have entered 
the dominions o f the King o f Cochinchina, they and their 
generals, both by sea and land, shall receive their orders 
from the King o f Cochinchina. To this effect the com­
manding officers shall be furnished with instructions from 
his Catholic Majesty to obey in all things, and in all places, 
the will o f his new ally.

On the other hand,

I. The King o f  Cochinchina, as soon as tranquillity shall be 
re-established in his dominions, shall engage to furnish, for 
fourteen ships o f the line, such a quantity o f  stores and 
provisions as will enable them to put to sea without delay, 
on the requisition o f the ambassador from the King o f 
F iance; and for the better effecting this purpose, there 
shall be sent out from Europe a corps o f  officers and petty 
officers of the marine, to be put upon.a permanent esta­
blishment in Cochinchina.

II. His Majesty Louis X V I. shall have resident consuls on 
every part o f the coast o f Cochinchina, wherever he may 
think fit to place them. These consuls shall be allowed 
the privilege o f building, or causing to be built, ships, fri­
gates, and other vessels, without molestation, under any 
pretence, from the Cochinchiuese government.
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III. The ambassador o f his Majesty Louis X V I. to the Court 
o f Cochinchina shall be allowed to fell such timbei', in any 
o f the forests, as may be found convenient and suitable for 
building ships, frigates, or other vessels.

IV. The King o f Cochinchina and the Council o f State shall 
cede in perpetuity to his most Christian Majesty, his heirs, 
and successors, the port and territory o f IIan-san (bay o f 
Turon and the peninsula), and the adjacent islands from 
Faifo on the south to Hai-zeen on the north.

V. 'Hie King o f Cochinchina engages to furnish men and 
materials necessary for the constmetion o f forts, bridges, 
high-roads, tanks, &c. as far as may be judged necessary 
for the protection and defence o f the cessions made to his 
faithful ally the King o f France.

VI. In case that the natives shall at any time be unwilling to 
remain in the ceded territory, they ivill be at liberty to 
leave it, and will be reimbursed the value o f the property 
the}'̂  niay leave upon it. 'I'lie civil and criminal juris­
prudence shall remain unaltered; all religious opinions 
shall be free; the taxes shall be collected by the French in 
the usual mode o f the country, and the collectors shall be 
appointed jointly by the ambassador o f France and the 
King o f Cochinchiria; but the latter shall not claim any 
part o f those taxes, which will belong properly to his 
most Christian Majesty for the support o f his terri­
tories.

mm

1̂

0



i

I

I  ii

ill

264 C O C H I N C H I N A .

V II. In  tlie event of liis most Christian M ajesty being re­
solved to wage war in  any part o f India, it shall be al­
lowed to the Commander in Chief of the French forces to 
raise a levy of 14,000 men, whom he shall cause to be 
trained in the same m anner as they aro in France, and to 
be pu t under French discipline.

VIII. In the event o f any power whatsoever attacking the 
French in their Cocliinchinese territory, the King o f Cochin- 
china shall furnish 60,000 men or more in land forces, 
whom he shall clothe, victual, &c. &c.

Beside these articles, the treaty contained some others o f 
inferior importance, but all o f them, as might be expected, 
greatly in favour o f the French. Adran was promoted to the 
episcopal see under the title o f Bishop o f Cochinchina, and 
honoured with the appointment o f Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to that Court. The command o f the troops 
intended to be embarked on the expedition, which was put 
under the sole management and direction o f the Bishop, 
was meant to be conferred either on M. Custin or M. de 
Frêne. The Bishop was desirous that Conway, the Governor 
o f Pondicherry, should have the command ; but Louis X V I., 
it seems, had taken a strong aversion to this officer, as being,, 
in his opinion, an immoral, unprincipled character, and a 
proud, haughty and restless mam “  Mons. d’Adran,” ob­
served this good Monarch, “  you suffer yourself to be led 
“  away in favour o f Conway : believe me, he would occasion 
“  you much uneasiness, and probably fmstrate the views o f
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“  the expedition. Jf 1 have made him Governor General in 
“  India, it is with the view solely o f preventing his intrigues 
“  here, and his a1,|empts to throw, matters into confusion ; 
“  for I well know that his brother, himself, and Dillon, can- 
“  not remain one moment at rest. l ie  may be a good soldier, 
“  and will do well enough while stationary at Pondicherry ; 
“  but I would not trust him at the head o f an army. How- 
“  ever, for your sake, he shall have the red ribband (cordon 
“  I'ouge), and the rank o f Lieutenant General.’'

Matters being thus far concltided in Paris, the Bishop, 
with the young Prince under his charge and the treaty in his 
pocket, set sail for Pondicherry, in the Meduse frigate, as 
Ambassador Plenipotentiary from Louis X V I. o f France to 
the King o f Cochinchina. He called on his passage at the 
Isle o f France, where he found lying a ship o f fifty guns, seven 
frigates, and some transports. He found also that the num­
ber o f disposeable troops in this island and Bourbon amounted 
to between four and fn e thousand men. Tiie shijis were 
ordered to bo eejuipped with all possible dispatch, and the 
troops to hold themselves in readiness for embarkation, the 
moment that an advice boat should arrive from Pondicherry, 
which he meant to dispatch, on his arrival there, with orders 
to that eifecL
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There happened to be in Pondicherry, at the time o f his 
arrival in 1789, a celebrated beauty o f the name o f Ma­
dame de Vienne, the wife o f Comvay's Aid-de-camp, and 
mistress to the General. As the Bishop had paid his respects 
to all the women of distinction in the settlement, it was
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hinted to him tluit lie ought to make a visit to this lady. 
'I’liis piece o f civility he not only refused to perform, but was 
exceedingly indignant on the intimation being made to him, 
using many gross epithets on the occasion, and reprobating, 
in the severest terms, the scandalous conduct both o f the 
General and his mistress; all o f which was faithfully com­
municated to the latter by some o f her confidential friends. 
Enraged on hearing the imjiertinent observations, as she con­
sidered them, on the part o f the priest, she was determined 
to lose no time in practising her revenge. Madame de 
Vienne had obtained an absolute sway over Conway. In a 
large company she took an occasion to ridicule his red rib­
band, Avhich she represented as a bauble sent out rather for 
his amusement, and to keep him in good humour, than as an 
honourable testimonial o f his services. She treated with great 
contempt the rank to which he had been promoted in what 
she called the Fopes arm}% under the command of a Bishop. 
In short, this enraged beauty knew so Avell how to work on 
the feelings o f Conway, that she completely succeeded in all 
her views, and prevailed on him to create a temporary delay 
to the progress o f the expedition. , For this purpose he dis­
patched a fast-sailing vessel to the Mauritius, with directions 
to suspend the armament until further orders should be re­
ceived from the Court o f A^ersailles; and the revolution, in. 
the mean time breaking out in France, put a final stop to 
all their proceedings.

Had this event not taken place, it is difficult to say Avhat 
the consetjuences o f such a treaty might have been to our 
possessions in India, and to the trade o f the East India Com-
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pany with China ; but it is sufficiently evident that it had for ‘ 
its object the destruction o f both.

The untoward circumstances that had put an end to the 
expedition did not, however, deter the 15ishop from the pro­
secution o f his original plan o f re-establishing the lawful 
Sovereign o f Cochinchina, if still living, or the young Prince, 
if his farther should be dead, on the throne o f their ancestors. 
He had carried with him from France several officers, who 
were to have held appointments in the new settlements. 
With some of these, as volunteers, the Bishop and the young 
Prince embarked in a merchant ship for Cape St. Jacques, 
at the mouth o f the river leading to Sai-gong, where they 
hoped to receive intelligence o f the King. Here they learned 
that, after their departure for Pondicherry, the unfoitunate 
monarch had remained on the island of ¥ u lo  i fa i  for nearly 
two years, feeding on roots with the rest o f his people, 
when the two usurpers were so much exhausted by perpetual 
broils and skirmishes, and his faithful subjects so very de­
sirous o f his presence in D on-nai, that he was induced once 
more to venture a landing in his own dominions; that all 
ranks flocked Avith ardour to his standard; that he marched 
without interruption to Sai-gong, whose works o f defence 
were immediately strengthened and put into good order; 
that the moment o f his landing had been particularly favoui- 
able, as the two rebel brothers were then shut up in their 
respective capitals, each expecting to be attacked by the 
other. This flivourable intelligence gave a spur to the exei- 
tions o f the Bishop and his son, who joined the King at Sai- 
rrono-, in the year 1790; and they were followed by a 
small vessel which had been taken up to convey arms and
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ammunition ; but tlie commander (Richerie) was accused o f 
liaving- sold the greater part o f his cargo, for his own use, at 
Malacca.

Ihe meeting o f the King, his son, and his instructor, may 
be inoic easily conceived than described. No time was lost 
in concerting their plans for carrying on a \igorous war 
against the usuqjer. The greater part o f the first year was 
occupied in fortifying S ai-gong, in recruiting and disciplining 
the army, and in collecting and equipping a fleet.

Tn the year 1791, the rebel Q itang-inng  died at H u é , 
leaving behind him a son o f about 12 years o f age to succeed 
to the g(n-crnment o f Tung-quhi and the northern part o f 
Cochmehma. Tins event seemed to make it the more neces­
sary for the legitimate sovereign, Caung-shung, to cominence 
his operatums against Yin-ijac who, much as he hated his late 
brother, might probably not be indisposed to offer his young 
nephew at H u é  terms o f accommodation. T h e  ratification o f 
his father’s title to the kingdom o f T ung-quhi, by the Eni- 
jicror of China, had been the first cause o f hostilities between 
the two brothers. Jn all their skirmishes 17/i-ync was 
worsted, and the limits o f his country contracted. Nothino-, 
ihcreCore, was more probable than his offering to make pea^o 
with the young King o f Tung-quhi. Under this idea the 
ihshop strongly urged the expediency o f making an im  ̂
mediate attack upon the fleet o f Y hi-yac, in the harbour o f 
Q uhi-nong ; esjiceially as the land forces were now considered, 
both as to munbers and discipline, to be capable o f opposino’ 
any army that might be inarched against them through the 
interior.. The King had only a few ships, and the usurper’s
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fleet was very numerous; but whilst the latter was shut up 
in port by the adverse monsoon, the same wind was favour­
able for carrying the former directl}' into the midst o f them. 
He therefore embarked in the spring o f the year 1792, and 
putting the whole o f his fleet under the direction o f two 
French officers, who commanded two Euro{)cau vessels, pro­
ceeded to Q um -7w ng. A  Monsieur d’A\'ot is said to have 
made a dreadful havock among the Cochinchinese junks, 
burning, sinking and destroying all that fell in his w a}'; 
but, pursuing his successes too far, his vessel took the ground. 
The King, having observed this accident, is said to have re­
marked that, although it might prove the cause o f his losing 
the day, yet that he could not forbear rejoicing at the oppor­
tunity it afforclcd him o f performing his part as well as d’Ayot. 
“  He has done his share,” said he, “  and 1 would not Avish 
“  he should do mine also.”

. :l W

.13
rift'-III

The attack Avas so AA'holly unexpected on the part o f Y i i i -  

7/ac,- that he and his Court had gone about thirty miles into 
the country to enjoy the pleasure o f hunting. On such occa­
sions the sovereign is not merely attended by a few of his 
courtiers ; the numbers o f Avhich the party is composed form 
a little army, 'i’he greater part consists, in fact, of soldiers : 
they surround the thickets, and haying s])rung their game, 
Avhich is generally the huge elephant, the I'erocious tyger, or 
the Avild buffalo, they narroAv the diameter o f the circle till, 
fixing the animal to a spot, they either kill him Avith their 
spears or take him prisoner. The alarm of the enemy Avas 
soon communicated to the party o f pleasure, and the beach 
Avas pi'csently lined Avith troops; but they Avere o f little as-
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sistancc to the fleet, ■which was now almost completely de­
stroyed. The King, therefore, made the signal to letreat 
the moment that d’Ayot’s ship, on the rising o f the tide, was 
again afloat. The grand yacht o f the usurper, with a few 
others that were lying at the upper corner o f the harbour, had 
not been brought into action. They were pointed out to the 
King Avho, however, objected to their being destroyed, ob­
serving, “  that when Yin-ijnc was tired o f hunting he might 
“  wish to amuse himself with fishing, and that it would be 
“  cruel to deprive him o f the means of pursuing so innocent 
“  an occupation."’

It was in the spring o f the following year, 1793, when the 
British squadron, in its way to China, came to anchor in 
Turon bay. At that time the whole o f D on -n a i was in the 
possession o f the lawful sovereign. C hang, the middle part 
o f the country, was held by the usurper Y in -yac  ; and H u e, 
including the country and islands adjacent to Turon bay, 
was governed by the son o f Q uang-tung , the youth above- 
mentioned, Avho then hold his court at H u é. It was not, 
therefore, in the least surprizing that our ships should have 
created an alarm and a degree o f distrust which, I have ob­
served, our Portugueze friend Manuel Duome had endea­
voured to improve to his own advantage, in order that ho 
might not be interrupted in the exclusive and lucrative trade 
which he had for some time been carrjflng on Avith the natives. 
These, as it afterwards appeared, had immediately concluded 
us to be in the service o f the legitimate monarch, and that 
we had come from S ai-gong  with the intention o f getting pos­
session o f Turon ; and, under this idea, they had actually
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assembled a eonsiderable body o f troops and wav elephants 
in the vicinity o f the tow n; nor was it till some days had ex­
pired before this impression was done away.

But before I proceed to give any account o f our own trans­
actions in this country, or o f the manners and appearance oi 
the people, 1 shall continue my narrative o f the progress made 
by Caung-shung  in the recovery o f his kingdom; and select from 
my materials the leading features of the character o f tins extra­
ordinary man, who may justly be ranked among those tew who 
are born with talents to rule in the world ; who now and then 
appear, in all countries, with a splendour wliich outshines the 
rest o f their fellow mortals. It may be right to apprize the 
reader that a considerable part o f the sketch winch I have 
here «iven, as well as that which follows, is the substance oi 
a manuscript memoir drawn up by Monsieur Barissy, an in- 
telli< ĉnt French officer, who commanded a frigate m the 
service o f this monarch. And as the former part agrees so 
well with what we learned in Turon bay, through our inter­
preter, from a Chinese secretary to the government at that 
U ice  and with the diftcrent relations o f the missionaries who 
have resided there, ‘ I have no hesitation in giving to the 
secpiel the most implicit belief. The material iacts have, m- 
d e il  been corroborated by the testimony of twoj^aighsh 
gentlemen, who visited Sai-gong  in the years H 9 9  am

1800.

The rebel Y in -yac  did not long survive the destruction of 
his fleet. He died a few months after we left ruron ba}, in 
the year 1793, o f a disease o f the brain, as one account states.
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supposed to liavc been brought on by rage and despair at the 
success o f the lawful K ing; but another report says, that his 
phrenzy was so ungovernable that it was found expedient to 
get rid o f him by poison. His son succeeded to the govern­
ment, who possessed all the vices without the talents o f his 
father. Cruel, deceilful, and vindictive, he Avas hated by 
every one. C aim g-shung, in the year I 7 .96 , resolved to attack 
his caj)ital by Hnd. 'I'lie young usurper was enabled to bring 
'against him an army o f 100,000 men; but the King com* 
])letely routed it Avith a very inferior force, and took posses­
sion o f Q nin-nong. On this occasion an extraordinary in­
stance of magnanimity is related of Caim g-shung. When the 
garrison had pirrendcred, the King, having been engaged in 
person the Avholc day sword in hand and Avorn out Avith fatigue, 
threw himself into a sedan chair, in order to be conA’̂ eyed into 
the citadel. On passing the inner gate he Avas fired at by a 
person on the rampart. His guards advancing immediately 
seized the culprit, Avhom they brought before the King Avith 
his hands bound behind him. It Avas discovered that he Avas 
a general officer, and a relation o f the usurper. The King, 
according to the custom o f the Chinese Avhen they mean to 
mitigate the sentence o f death passed on a criminal, told him 
that instead o f ordering his head to be struck oft', Avhich he so 
Avell merited, he Avould alloAv him, in consideration o f  his 
rank, to chuse his OAvn punishment, being presented at the * 
same time Avith a bowl o f poison, a cord o f silk, and a dagger.
“  I f  you are not afraid of me,” said the rebel chief, “  you 
“  Avdl instantly order my release; and, as I have SAvorn never 
“  to live under your protection, or to be obedient to your 
“  laws, if you dare to comply with what I ask, I shall im-



mediately repair to H u é , where my rank and charaeter will 
procure me the command o f an afmj’̂ ? head o f which
I shall hereafter be proud to meet you.” The King, 

struck Avith his bold and open conduct, ordered him to be 
Amticd, directed a guard o f soldiers to escort him to the 
northern frontier ; and the following year tins very man Avas 
the second in command at the siege o f Quin-noîig, where he 
lost his life. The son o f Y in -yac  was completely subdued, 
and the Avhole country, as far as 1 uron ba}'’, submitted to the 
arms o f its lawful sovereigns The other young usurper at 
H u é  still, hoAvever, kept possession o f the kingdom o f T ung- 
quiu, against Avhich Catm g-shung was preparing a formidable 
armament in the year 1800. Though no authentic accounts 
since this period have reached England, there arc grounds 
for believing that he has reconquered the Avholc o f that 
country.

From the year 1790, in ''vhich Caung-shung  returned to 
Cochinchina, to 1800, he was allowed to enjoy only two 
years o f peace, 1797 and 1798: and these tAVo years were, 
in all probability, the most important o f his hitherto trouble* 
some reign. Under the auspices o f the Bishop Adran, who 
in every important undertaking Avas his oracle, he turned his 
attention to the improvement o f his country. He established 
a manufactory o f saltpetre in F en-tan  {Tsiompa o f the charts), 
opened roads o f communication between important posts and 
considerable towns, and planted them on each side with trees 
for shade. He encouraged the cultivation of the areca nut 
and the betel pepper, the plantations o f which had been de­
stroyed by the army o f the usurper. He held out rcAvards
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for the propagation o f the silk-Avonn; caused large tracts o f 
land to be prepared for the culture o f the sugar-cane; and 
established manufactories for the preparation o f pitch, tar, 
and resin. lie  caused several thousand matchlocks to be 
fabricated; he opened a mine o f iron ore, and constructed 
smelting furnaces. He distributed his land forces into regular 
regiments, established military schools, where officers were in­
structed in the doctrine o f projectiles and gunnery by European 
masters. Adran had translated into the Chinese language a 
system of military tactics, for the use o f his army. In the course 
o f these two years he constructed at least 300 large gun-boats 
or row-gallies, fne luggers, and a frigate on the model o f 
an Euroj)ean vessel. He caused a system o f naval tactics to 
be introduced, and had his naval officers instructed m the 
use o f signals. One o f the English gentlemen, Avhom I men­
tioned to have been at S ai-gong  in the year 1800, saw a fleet 
o f ships consisting o f 1200 sail, under the immediate com­
mand of this Prince, Aveigh their anchors and drop doAvn the 
riA cr in the highest order, in three separate divisions, forming
into lines o f battle, in close and open order, and 'going
through a variety o f manoeuvres by signals as they proceeded 
along. ’O

During this interval o f peace he likeAvisc undertook to re- 
Ibrin the system of jurisprudence, in Avhich he Avas no doubt 
very ably assisted by the Bishop. He abolished several 
species o f torture, Avhich the hiAv o f the country had hitherto 
prescribed ; and he mitigated punishments that appeared to 
be disproportionate to the crimes o f Avhich they Avere the 
consequence. He established public schools, to Avhich pa-
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rents were compelled to send their children at the age o f four 
years, under certain pains and penalties. He drew up a 
system o f rules and regulations for the commercial interests of 
his kingdom; caused bridges to be built over rivers; buoys 
and sea-marks to be laid down in all the dangerous parts o f 
the coast; and surveys to be made o f the principal bays and 
harbours. He sent missions into the mountainous districts on 
the west o f his kingdom, inhabited by the Laos and the 
M iaotsc, barbarous nations Avhom he wished to bring into a 
state o f civili;?ation and good government. These moun­
taineers are the people whom the Chinese designate by the 
degrading appellation o f “  Men with tails; though, in all 
probability, they are the regular descendants o f the true ori­
ginal inhabitants o f this long civilized empire. In short, this 
Monarch, by his own indefatigable application to the arts 
and manufactures, like Peter o f Russia, without his brutality, 
aroused by his individual example the energies o f his people, 
and, like our immortal Alfred, spared no pains to regenerate 
his country. His activity and exertions will readily be con­
ceived from the circumstance o f his having, in less than ten 
years, from a single vessel, accumulated a fleet o f  twelve 
hundred ships, o f which three were o f European construc­
tion ; about twenty Avere laige junks, similar to those o f 
China, but completely manned and armed ; and the rest were 
laro'c o’un-vessels and transports. •

ÍO' li

Caung-shung  is represented to be, in the strictest sense of 
the word, a complete soldier. He is said to hold the name 
o f General far more dear and estimable than that o f So- 

He is described as being brave without rashness; 
' N N 2

vereign.

; .I'l



and fertile in expedients, when difficulties are to be sur­
mounted. His conceptions are generally just; his conduct 
firm; he is neither discouraged by difficulties, nor turned 
aside by obstacles. Cautious in deciding, AV'hen once re­
solved, he is prompt and vigorous to execute. In battle he 
is always eminently distinguishable. At the head o f his army 
lie is cheerful and good humoured; polite and attentive to 
all the officers under his command, he studiously avoids to 
mark out any individual as a favourite beyond the rest. His 
memory is so correct, that he is said to know by name the 
greater part o f his army. lie  takes uncommon pleasure in 
conversing Avith his soldiers, and in talking over their adven­
tures and exploits; he makes particular iiujuirics after their 
wives and children ; if the latter go regularly to school; how 
they mean to dispose o f them Avhen grown up ; and, in short, 
enters with a degree o f interest into a minute detail o f their 
domestic concerns.

11 is conduct to foreigners is affable and condescenditm.
V) the French officers in his service he pays the most marked 

attention, and treats them Avith the greatest politeness, fa­
miliarity, and good humonr. On all his hunting excursions, 
and other parties o f pleasure, one o f these officers is ahvays 
invited to attend. He openly declares his great A'cneration for 
the doctrines o f Christianity, and tolerates this religion and 
indeed all others in his dominions. He observes a most scru­
pulous regard to the maxims o f filial piet}^ as laid doAvn in 
the Avorks ot Confucius, and humbles himself in the presence 
of his inotlu'r (who is still living) as a child before its master. 
With the Avorks o f the most eminent Chinese authors he is

7
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well acquainted; and, through the translations into the 
Chinese character o f the E ncyclopedic by the Bishop Adran, 
he has accjuired no inconsiderable knowledge ot European 
arts and sciences, among which he is most attached to such 
as relate to navigation and ship-building. It is stated, on 
what appears to be good authority, that, in order to obtain 
a thorough knowledge o f the practice as well as theory of 
European naval architecture, he purchased a Portugueze 
vessel, for the sole purpose o f taking in pieces, plank by 
plank, with his own hands, fitting in a new piece ot similar 
shape and dimensions as the old one he removed, till every 
beam, timber, knee and plank had been replaced by new 
ones o f his own construction, and the ship thus completely 
renovated.

The eneriiy o f his mind is not less vigorous than the activity 
o f his corporeal faculties. He is represented, in fact, as the 
main spring o f every movement that takes place in his ex- 
iensivc and flourishing kingrlom. Intendant of the ports and 
arsenals, master shipwright o f the dock-yard, and chict en­
gineer o f all the works, nothing is attempted to be under- 
rnken without his advice and instructions. In the former, 
not a nail is driven without first consulting him ; nor a gun 
mounted on the latter but by his orders, lie  not only enters 
nito the most minute detail in drawing up instructions, but 
actually secs them executed himself.

To enable him the better to attend to the concerns o f his 
o-overnment, his mode o f life is regulated by a fixed plan. 
At six in the morning he rises from his couch, and goes into

: iii!
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the cold bath. At seven he has his levee o f Mandarins ; all 
the letters are read vhich have been received in the course of 
the preceding day, on which his orders are minuted by the 
respective secretaries. He then proceeds to the naval ar­
senal, examines the works that have been performed in-his 
absence, rows in his barge round the harbour, inspecting his 
ships o f Avar. He pays particular attention to the ordnance 
department; and in the foundery, which is erected within the 
arsenal, cannon are cast o f all dimensions.

Ab'out twelve or one he takes his breakfast in the dock­
yard, Avhich consists o f a little boiled rice and dried fish. At 
tAvo he retires to his apartment and sleeps till five, Avhen he 
again rises; gives audience to the naval and military officers, 
the heads o f tribunals or public departments, and approA' ês, 
rejects, or amends Avhatever they may have to propose. 
These affairs o f state generally employ his attention till mid­
night, after Avhich he retires to his private apartments, to 
make such notes and memorandums as the occurrences o f the 
day may have suggested. He then takes a light suj)per, 
passes an hour Avith his family, and betAveen tAvo and three 
in the morning retires to his bed ; taking, in this manner, at 
tAvo intervals, about six hours o f rest in the four-and- 
tAventv.

H

He neither makes use o f Chinese Avine, nor any kind o f 
spirituous liquors, and contents himself Avith a very small 
portion o f animal food. A  little fish, rice, vegetables and 
fruit, Avith tea and light pastry, constitute the chief articles o f 
his diet. Like a true Chinese descended, as he boasts to be,
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f r o m  t h e  im p e r ia l  f a m i ly  o f  Ming, h e  a lw a y s  e a t s  a l o n e ,  n o t  

p e r m i t t in g  e i t h e r  h is  Avife o r  a n y  p a r t  o f  h is  f a m i ly  t o  s it  

d o w n  t o  t h e  s a m e  t a b l e  Avith h im . O n  th e  s a m e  p i  i n c i p l e  o f  

p r id e ,  h e  AAmuld n o t  alloAV s o m e  E n g l is h  g e n t l e m e n  t o  p a y  

t h e ir  r e s p e c t s  t o  h im  a t  h is  p a l a c e ,  in  t h e  } T a r  1 7 9 9 ?  b e c a u s e ,  

a s  h e  ob serA ’ e d ,  t h e  u n s e t t l e d  s t a t e  o f  t l i c  c o u n t r y  d id  n o t  

p e r m i t  h im  t o  m a k e  s u c h  p r e p a r a t io n s  'as Avcre d u e  t o  h im ­

s e l f ,  a n d  t o  s t r a n g e r s  o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y .  T i i e  m e a n i n g  o f  s u c h  

a n  e x c u s e ,  c o m i n g  f r o m  a  C h in e s e ,  c o u l d  n o t  b e  avcH m is ­

t a k e n  ; b u t ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  th is  M o n a r c h ,  t h e r e  d id  n o t  a p ­

p e a r  t o  b e  a n y  t h in g  l ik e  j e a l o u s y ,  o r  a  A\'ish t o  d e p r i v e  t h e  

s t r a n g e r s  o f  t h e  m e a n s  o f  g r a t i f y in g  t h e ir  c u r io s i t y  : o n  th e  

c o n t r a r y ,  t h e y  h a d  fu l l  l i b e r t y  t o  v is i t  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  n a v a l 

a r s e n a l ,  a n d  t o  in s p e c t  t h e  toA vn a n d  its  f o r t i f i c a t i o n s .  H e  

h a d  no, o b j e c t i o n  t o  e n t e r t a in  t h e m  a's a  G e n e r a l ,  b u t  r e fu s e d  

t o  s e c  t h e m  in  h is  c h a r a c t e r  o f  S o v e r e ig n .

H is  s t a t u r e  is  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  b e  so m e A v h a t  a b o v e  th e  m i d d le  

s iz e  ; h is  f e a t u r e s  r e g u la r  a n d  a g r e e a b l e  ; h is  c o m p l e x i o n  

r u d d y ,  v e r y  m u c h  s u n - b u r n t  b y  a  c o n s t a n t  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h e  

A v e a th e r . He is  a t  th is  t im e  ( 1 8 0 6 )  ju s t  o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  f i f t y  

y e a r s  o f  a g e .

O f  t h e  E n g l is h  h e  h a s  l i t t l e  k n o w l e d g e  b u t  b y  n a m e ;  y e t  

h e  is  s a id  t o  p r o f e s s ,  o n  a l l  o c c a s i o n s ,  a  g r e a t  v e n e r a t io n  f o r  

t h e ir  c h a r a c t e r .  > \ 'h c n  E r e n c h in e n  d e c l a r e  th is , t h e y  m a y  

b e  b e l i e v e d .  H e  h a s  g iv e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  f r e q u e n t  p r o o f s  o f  h is  

g o o d  in c l in a t i o n s  t o w a r d s  t h e  E n g l i s h .  H e  p u b l i s h e d  a n  

e d i c t ,  d e c la r in g  t h a t  a l l  o u r  s h ip s  s h o u ld  a t  a l l  t im e s  b e  a d ­

m i t t e d  in t o  a n y  o f  h is  p o r t s  a n d  h a r b o u r s ,  f r e e  o f  a ll d u t ie s

;llli
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and port charges. An instance occurred wherein his generous 
conduct shews his character in the fairest point o f view. 
An English mercliant vessel from Canton arrived at Sai-gong, 
wliere the jMaster and first officer died. To prevent the 
frauds and pillage which might be committed, and the losses 
which would inevitably ensue to the owners from the death o f 
those who had been entrusted with the management o f  their 
concerns, he directed Captain Barissy, with a party o f sol­
diers, to take possession o f her, and carry her under his charge 
to Canton, with orders to deliver lier safe to her owners, or 
their agents, who might be found there or at Macao.

‘ I

j ' 'if

i !

ÍA !

Though no apparent alteration took place in his conduct 
with regard to the French officers in his service, yet the 
French character is said to have suffered greatly in his estima­
tion from the moment he was made acquainted with the out­
rageous and inhuman treatment which the unfortunate family 
on the throne e.xpericnced from a licentious and, savage 
rabble. The feelings o f a mind like that o f Caung-shung  
could not be otherwise than tremblingly alive on such an 
occasion. Driven by usurpers from his dominions, and 
doomed to wander for many years as an outcast and an exile, 
it is no wonder that, in comparing a nation which had ex­
pelled the family o f its lawful Sovereign with another nation, 
which received it with open arms, he should be more de- 
sii-ous to cultivate the friendship o f the latter than o f the 
former. We have not, however, managed affairs with regard to 
this extraordinary character, in such a manner as to promote 
that kind o f friendly intercourse, which could not fail to be 
highly advantageous to our commercial concerns. The East

a
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India'Coinpan}', convinced at length o f the importance of 
standing on friendly terms with the King o f Cochinchina, 
sent, it is true, one o f their ser\’ants. from Canton on a secret 
mission to Sai-goug, in the year 1804; which, however, com- 
pletcly failed. But more o f this hereafter.

In justice to the memory o f Adran, Avho died in 1800, it 
ought to he observed, that the character o f this Monarch, 
the r e co v ery  o f  his kingdom, his successes in war, the im­
provements o f his country in tlic intervals o f peace and, 
above all, the rapid progress made in various arts, manufac­
tures, and science, are greatly owing to the talents, the in­
struction and faithful attachment o f this missionary. The King, 
on his part, loved him to adoration, distinguishing him by an 
epithet bestowed on Confucius alone, the Illustrious M aster. 
And in testimony o f his great veneration, after the remains 
o f the Bishop had been interred by his brother missionaries 
according to the rites o f the Romish Church, he ordered the 
body to be taken up and again buried with all the funeral 
pomp and ceremonies prescribed by the Cochinchinese re­
ligion ; nor could he be prevailed on to forego this signal 
mark o f honour to his memory, notwithstanding the intreaties 
and expostulations o f  the French missionaries, who were not 
a little scandalized at such unhallowed proceedings. It may 
readily be supposed the Bishop had no easy task to perform. 
As counsellor o f the King and instructor o f his son, he na­
turally became the object o f jealousy to all the Mandarins. 
Combinations ^vere frequently formed against him ; and re­
monstrances \vere sometimes ventured to be made to the 
King against the impolicy as well as indecency o f entrusting the

o o
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education o f tlie heir apparent to a foreigner, Arho neither 
respected the laws nor professed the religion o f their an­
cestors ; and the necessity strongly urged o f placing him under 
the direction and guidance o f the learned men who Avere A'ersed 
in the only trae doctrine, as contained in the Avritings o f Con­
fucius. On such occasions the King ahvays repelled their 
representations Avith firmness, and sometimes did not conceal 
from them his determination o f preferring rather to sacrifice 
the friendship o f his ministers than to gÍA'c up that o f the 
Bishop, AA’ho continued indeed -to enjoy his implicit confi­
dence to his last moments.

■ ■ jiii. 
r

I
If-

His Queen is represented as a AA'oman o f exemjrlary virtue, 
o f great firmness, and as the sujAportand comfort o f the King 
in the midst o f his adversity. O f their seven children the 
two eldest sons Avere put under the tuition o f Adran. The heir 
apparent, the youth Avhom the Bishop carried Avith him to Paris, 
died shortly after his master. He Avas o f a n)ild, obliging, and 
affable disposition, endued Avith all the social virtues, but o f 
talents more suitable for the (juiet o f domestic retirement than 
the bustle o f public life. The second brother, the present heir 
to the throne, has the character o f being a complete soldier. He 
served three years as a private in his father's guards, and five 
years as a corporal and scijcant, during Avhich servitude he 
Avas engaged in a great deal o f active Avarfare. In 17.97 he 
Avas raised to the rank o f Lieutenant Colonel, and the fol- 
loAving year he Avas appointed Governor o f the southern pro­
vince. In 1800 he obtained the rank o f  General, and Avas 
appointed to the command o f an army o f 35,000 men; in 
Avhich year he gained a most important: victory over the rebels

• I



C O C H I N C H I N A . 283

in the north, having slain 9000 o f  the enemy, and taken all 
their elephants o f war and artillery.

The strength o f  the forces o f the King o f Cochinchina, 
as stated by Captain Barissy, was in the year 1800 as 
folloAVS:

A rm y.

24 squadrons o f buffalo cavalry - ,
16 battalions o f elephants (200 beasts)
30 battalions o f artillery r ~ '
25 regiments o f 1200 each (trained in the European

manner) - - -
Infantry with matchlocks, sabres, «See, trained in thb 

ancient manner o f the country 
Guards, regularly trained in European tactics

Land forces

Men.
biOOO
8,000

15.000

30,000,

42.000
12.000

M arine.

Artificers in the naval arsenal - 8000
Sailors registered and borne on the ships in

the harbour - - ■ 8000
Attached to the European built vessels 1200
Attached to the junks - '  1^00
Attached to 100 row^galleys - 8000

In the sea serrdee

Total
o o 2

113,000

26,800

139,800

l i ’ '■!
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What the qualities o f these troops may be, if measured by 
an European standard, I cannot pretend to sa}’’ ; but tliose 
few which fell under our observation were active and viarorousO
young men, not much encumbered with dress, nor was that 
dress uniform either in point o f shape or o f colour; except 
indeed the holiday dress o f those who >vere on guard on the 
day o f our public reception, whose pasteboard helmets, and' 
tassels o f cow tails dyed scarlet, quilted jackets and petticoats, 
were completely Chinese. In general, a handkerchief tied 
about the head, somewhat in the shape o f a turban, a loose 
smock frock, with a pair o f drawers, constitute the dress o f a 
soldifer, as in the annexed figure which is an accurate portrait 
taken from the life.

I I

u

! i

The history o f this Prince, o f  which I have here given a 
.slight sketch, furnishes a striking example and an useful' 
lesson to such as may have fallen through misfortunes into 
similar circumstances; in shewing how much may be accom­
plished by the union o f talent, energy, and courage, pro­
perly directed. An outcast from his country, forced to fly 
from the hand o f the usurper and assassin  ̂ and to suffer the 
l^ecnest pangs o f adversity, he has not only been able, in the 
course o f ten or twelve years, to recover the whole o f his 
lawful possessions, but has added to them the kingdom of 
Titng-qiim , which anciently belonged to the Kings o f Cochin- 
china. It i,s said that he has even demanded from the Em­
peror o f China the cession ot the large island o f I I a i-7ian, not 
so much for the sake o f enlarging the extent o f his dominions^, 
■as o f leaving behind him the fame o f having restored to

7
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Cocliinchina its ancient domains, till the accomplishment o f 
which he is said to have made a vow to Tien never to sit 
down in the quiet enjoyment o f his compiests ; exemplifying 
the poet’s observation, that

“  Fame is the spur that the clear spirit doth raise 
“  (That last infirmity o f  noble mind)
“  T o  scorn delights, and live laborious days.’^

' The progress o f his exertions suggests likewise other con­
siderations, Avhich arc not undeserving o f the attention ot the 
British government in India. I f  this Monarch, in the midst 
o f a struggle with poAverful rebels for the rccot ery o f his 
kinodom, and under the most adverse circumstances, could, 
in the short period o f ten years, find the means o f raising and 
equipping a fleet o f 1200 armed vessels, how much more for­
midable an armament might the active subjects ot Louis XV I. 
have prepared in the same country, had the treaty been 
carried into efl'ect ? And what may not the present still more 
active government of, France be tempted to try in this only 
remaining country in the East where the}' can entertain 
any reasonable hope o f acquiring a solid and permanent 
establishment ?

m
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C H A P .  X.

G E N E K A L  S K E T C H  OF T H E  M A N N E R S ,  C H A R A C T E R ,  A N D  

C O N D I T I O N ‘ o f  t h e  N A T I V E S  OF T U R O N .

Cochinchinese Dinners— Communication w ith  the young K ing o f Tung-quin—  
■ Presents sent by him to the Ambassador— Entertainment given at Turon on 

the K ing o f England's B irth-D ay— Plays and other Amusements-— 
A ctivity o f  the Cochinchinese— K ow  they agree and disagree w ith  the 
Chinese— Treatm ent o f  their Women— Consequences o f  it— Easy Terms on 
which Women are transferred to ' Strangers— Instances o f  it— D r e s s -  
Buildings— D iet and M eans o f  Subsistence— E xtensive Use o f  marine 
Productions as A rticles o f  Food— L ow  State o f the A rts and M anufac­
tures— E xcel most in naval A rchitecture— Language— Religion— L aw s the 
same as those o f China— Punishments not so frequ en t.

I t  was observed in the last chapter, that when the jealousy 
and alarm had in some degree subsided, to which the ap­
pearance o f our squadron and the unfounded insinuations 
thrown out by Manuel Duomc had given rise, the markets 
were from day to day better supplied with refreshmehts, the 
officers o f government under less restraint, and that some-* 
thing like mutual confidence as well as an uninterrupted in­
tercourse w'as established between the inhabitants o f  the port 
and the persons belonging to our squadron ; that the officers 
o f the ships and the gentlemen attached to the embassy, 
whom business or curiosity might induce to spend the day on

J
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shore, were entertained with a public dinner. On their side, 
some o f the leading men daily visited the ships, where, not­
withstanding the very little relish they seemed to feel for our 
cookery, the}' usually dined. They neither admired our beer 
nor our wine; but their avidity for raw rum, brandy, or any 
kind o f spirituous liquors, was so groat that, after their first 
visit, it was found expedient not to leave the quantity to 
their discretion, as the whole party went out o f the ship in a 
state o f complete intoxication.

As none o f the houses in the tovrn were laroe enous;h 
for tlie accommodation o f so numerous a part}> the G o­
vernor issued his directions for buikiing a siiacious shed, 
which, by the help o f the ever ready and useful bamboo, 
was finished in the course o f a few hours : the roof and the 
sides were covered Avith thick close mats. AVithiu this shed 
Avas placed a roAV. o f little tables, Avith forms on each side, to 
AV'hich might sit doAvn conveniently from tAventy to tAventy- 
four persons. In China it is the custom to cover their little 
square tables so completely Avith dishes, or rather boAvls, 
that no part o f their surfaces shall be seen ; but the Cochiii- 
chinese seem to have improveil on the liberality o f their 
liighly polished neighbours, by not merely covering the table, 
but by piling the boAvls in roAvs upon each other three or four 
in depth. I should suppose that Ave seldom sat doAvn to a 
feAver number o f boAvls than tAVO hundred, exclusive ol the 
cups o f rice which are handed round to the guests in the 
p la ce 'o f bread; rice being in this country, as Avell as in 
China and most o f the Oriental nations, the staff’ o f life. 
O f table linen, knives, forks, bottles and glasses, they make

Aiil:
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no use; but before each person is laid a spoon o f potter s 
Avare, and a pair o f porcupine quills or small sticks o f bam­
boo, o f rose or sandal avood, sometimes tipped Avith sih'er or 
tootanague, o f the same kind in ev’ery respect as those used 
by the Chinese, and- kuoAAm to the English under the name 
o f c h o p s t ic k s .  The contents o f the boAvls are preparations o f 
beef, pork, foAA-ls, and fish, cut into small pieces, mixed Avith 
vegetables, and dressed in soups and gravies variously sea­
soned and composed o f various matejials. We had nothing 
roasted nor prepared in the diy Avay. Neither Avine nor 
spirits, nor fermented liquors o f any kind, nor even AAmtei’, 
Averc seiTed round during the time o f eating; but Avhen dinner 
Avas over, Chinese se a u -c h o o  Avas handed about in little por­
celain cups.

As from our mulual ionorance o f each other’s lano-uaire 
there could be no exchange o f conversation, aa-c  found little 
inducement fin’ sitting long at table. The Governor or 
General commanding at Turon did not indeed condescend to 
sit doAvn Avith us, but usiialiy on these occasions lay stretched 
on a mattress spread on a mat at the end o f the room, smok­
ing tobacco, or eating his areca nut and betel pepper, Avhile 
tAvo tall felloAvs fanned the air the aaE o Ic  time Avith large fans 
made o f the Aving feathers o f the Argus pheasant. From the. 
table Ave usually repaired to the theatre, Avhich Avas also a 
shed o f bam boo; and here, as in China, Ave invariably found 
the actors busily engaged in the performance at all hburs o f 
the day, proceeding apparently Avith as much ardour Av.hen 
no spectators AA-erc present as Avhen they Avere. Being hired 
for tlie dajq a crowded or a thin audience made little dif-
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ierencc to the performers ; all then- concern being the receipt 
o f  their pay on the finishing o f their work.  ̂ *

The whole o f that division o f Cochinchina in which Turon bay 
is situated was, at this time, in tlic possession o f young 
tu?ig, the son o f the rebel General who defeated the Viceroy 
o f  Canton, and afterwards played the successful trick on tha 
Emperor o f China which I have related in the preceding 
chapter. Ilis residence was at the city o f l íu é ,  about forty 
miles to the northward o f Turon. No sooner had the welcome 
intelligence o f our being friends, or, in the strictest sense o f the 
word, neutrals, reached that place than a Mandarin o f high 
rank was dispatched to the*Ambassador, with an invitation 
to his Excellency to proceed to Court which, however, he 
found expedient to decline on many accounts, and parti­
cularly on the score o f the delay which would thereby be oc­
casioned. However desirable a journey might have been to 
the capital o f northern Cochinchina, as furnishing an oppor­
tunity o f seeing the state o f the country in the. interior, it is 
probable the loss which curiosity sustained, in not witnessing 
the eeremonies and festivities o f the Court o f Hue, is scarcely 
to be regretted, especially as we were about to be present at 
those o f Pekin which, though of the same kind, must be in­
finitely more splendid than Avhat Cochinchina coidd exhibit. 
It would have been more gratifjdng had an opportunity pre­
sented itself o f passing a few days in the towns, the villages, and 
the cottages.' “  The true state o f every nation,” as Dr. Johnson 
observes, “  is the state o f common life. Public happiness is 
“  not to be estimated by the assemblies o f the gay, or the 
“  banquets o f the rich. 'I’he great mass o f nations is neither
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rich nor ga }'” O f Eastern nations this is particularly tme,: 

where there are but tM'o descriptions o f men, the governors
One amusement, however, would have 

proved highly interesting, Avith rvhich, it seems, the Sove­
reigns o f Cochinchina usually entertain foreign ambassadors 
this is an excursion into the forc;sts to hunt the elephant» the 
tyger, or the buffalo, on rvliich occasion they usually cele­
brate the royal feast o f elephants. Hence it has been said 
that the Cochinchincse eat elephants ; but it is probable that 
the magnitude o f the object marks the peculiarity o f the fes­
tival rather than the delicacy o f the food, which I imagine 
must be extremely coarse. In the forests o f Cochincliina and 
neighbouring countries these aniijials are supposed to be o f a 
larger size than in any other part o f the world. The first I 
ever saw Avere at Turon, and their appearance made a very 
strong impression on my mind. I may safely say that the 
elephants o f Cochinchina, the peak o f Teneriffe, and a storm 
at sea, are the only three objects in nature that surpassed the 
idea Avhich my ima,gination had previously formed o f them.

The letter from the young King Avas filled with expressions 
o f the high regard he entertained for the British nation, as a 
proof o f Avhich, it Avas observed, he had sent one o f his officers 
o f state Avith a small present, as he termed it, for the use o f  ̂
the ships’ comjranics. It consisted o f ten young buifalos, 
fifty hogs, and about three hundred ducks and fowls» Avith 
fruit, pumpkins, brinjalls, onions, and other vegetables., 
'rius seasonable supply o f refreshments Avas brought in sailmg 
craft, preceded by a parade o f officers in large roAv-gallies, 
gaudily painted and decorated Avith flags and streamers. The
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Ambassador accompanied his letter in reply Avith a handsome 
double-barrelled gun eomplete with its apparatus, a pair o f 
brass pistols fitted with spring bayonets, a steel hilted su'ord, 
and several pieces o f camblets and scarlet broad cloth. 'I’he 
bearer o f the letter was dressed in a silken robe, embroidered 
Avith figures o f tygers and dragons, like those Avorn in 
China ; but on coming on board the Lion, he threw' this aside, 
and put on tAvo or three long Avhite muslin robes.

The good understanding that now subsisted betAveen the 
natives and us met Avith a momentary interruption by an act 
o f indiscretion on our part. Being desirous o f obtaining a 
correct outline o f  this excellent bay and harbour, a party o f 
us one morning took a boat and landed on the eastern shore, 
Avhere, by measuring a base line on the sandy beach, and 
taking the necessary angles, aa c might be able to detennine 
the position o f the most material points. From the earliness 
o f the hour, and the expedition Avith Avhich aa c accomplished 
our object, it Avas concluded we had escaped Avithout notice. 
An officer, hoAvever, speedily folloAved on board Avith a mes­
sage from the Governor, expressing dissatisfaction at our 
conduct, and desiring that no more measurements might be 
taken. Another aAvkAvard circumstance occurred, Avhich 
served to confirm their suspicions o f our having other vie>vs 
than those Ave professed. An officer of the I.ion, Avhose ?;eal 
to explore the river leading up to F ai-foo  got the better o f 
his prudence, Avas seized in the night, and made prisoner in 
a kind o f small fort, with the whole boat’s crew. Ilcaiing 
nothing o f Avhat had happened, avc conjectured that the boat 
had sAvamped, and every soul in her perished. At length,
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however, infomiation was brought on board the Lion b}'- 
some oiheers o f government, with grievous complaints that 
Ave were not dealing fairly Avitli them. The Ambassador dis­
avowed any knowledge o f the matter, but desired that the 
officei- might immediately be released and sent on board to 
answer for his conduct to his commanding officer, Avhosc 
orders he had ventured to disobey. His indiscretion, it 
seemed, had been attended with ample punishment. The 
Afandarin, into Avhose hands he fell, Avas almost constantly 
in a state of ebriation, and in this condition he used to give 
orders for the officer being Irrought before him, sometimes, 
amusing himself Avith brandishing a large sejunitar OÂ er his 
head, and sometimes putting round his neck a heuÂ }'̂  tablet 
of Avood and iron, like the ca n g u e  o f  the Chinese. The 
aifair, hoAvevei', Avas satisfactorily explained; and Ave had 
every reason to believe that, Avhatevcr unfavourable suspi­
cions they might once have entertained o f our motives for 
«'ntcring Turon bay, they Averc soon convinced that Ave had 
not the most distant intention ,o f interfering in the concerns 
of the contending parties. In a second letter from.the King,, 
some indirect overtures Avere- thrown out for establishing a 
commercial intercourse Avith the northern parts o f Cochin- 
china. Ih c  present that accompanied this letter consisted o f 
a pair of elephant’s tusks and ten baskets o f pepper for the 
Ambassador, and three thousand baskets o f rice (each Aveigh- 
mg about seventy pounds, making thus above one hundred, 
tons) for the use o f the seamen.

dhe Ambassador had not as yet landed at the tOAvn o f 
Turon; and as the principal officers o f that place Averc ex-

7
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trcmcly desirous o f testifying their respeet by a public enter­
tainment to be given on the oecasion, his Lordship hxed on 
the 4th June for celebrating, with the Cochinchincsc on shore, 
the anniversary o f his Majesty’s birth-day. Whether through 
accident, or in consequence o f former suspicions, or to give 
eclat to the entertainment, did not apj)ear, but on tlui 
evening preceding Ave observed an unusual bustle about tire 
place, an increased number o f troops in and about the tOAvn, 
besides several huge elephants o f Avar. We therefore, on our 
part, took the precaution o f sending the tAvo armed brigs up 
the river opposite to the toAvn, to make a retreat, if neces­
sary, the more secure. The day, hoAvcver, passed over in 
harmony and conviviality. Avere conducted from the place 
o f landing to a temporary building, on a larger scale than that 
Avhich Ave had hitherto occasionally ocaqiied. '.riic tAvo pitches 
o f its roof Avere supported by a roAV o f bamboo poles Avliich, 
vunnino- doAvn the middle, divided the building into tAvo 
parts. The sides and the roof Averc covered Avith thick double 
matts and lined Avithin Avith coarse IManchcster cottons o f 
various ]>atterns. These prints appeared to be ncAv, but 
damaged, and Avere probably the refuse o f the Cliina market, 
carried thither by the Portuguese trader. In the first com­
partment o f the building Avas a long table covered Avith linen, 
and laid out with plates,, knives and forks, in the mannei' and 
style o f Europe. Our Portuguese friend, it seemed, by Avay 
o f making some atonement for the injury he had nearly, 
though perhaps not maliciously, done us, had prevailed on 
the Cochinchinese to alloAv him to be master o f the cere­
monies for the day, concluding in his OAvn mind that, as the 
eating and drinking Avould be considered by us as the best
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part o f the entertainment, he would bé able to suit our taste 
in these respects better than the Cochinchinese; and under 
this impression, to do him justice, he had spared neither 
trouble nor expence in making his dinner as complete as cir­
cumstances would admit: and thus, by his misplaced zeal, a 
good Cochinchinese entertainment was entirely marred by a 
bad Portugueze dinner.

A  trifling circumstance occurred on our first entering the 
building, which was rather embarrassing to the Cochinchinese 
officers. These people who, on most occasions, adopt tho 
Chinese customs, had prepared a 3'ellow skreen o f silk, bear­
ing in large painted characters the name o f the young adv-̂ en- 
turer at Hue. AVhether they took it for granted, or were so 
told by Manuel Duomé, that the English, as a matter o f 
course, would make the usual prostrations to this shade o f 
Majest3% we did not inquire, but it \vas very evident they ex­
pected i t ; for when the General commanding at Turon, and 
who sat cross-legged on a bench as prox3’ for his master, ob­
served that, having made our bow, we filed off and took our 
seats regardless o f the 3'ellow skreen, he appeared to be 
greatly disconcerted, and could hardly be said to recover him­
self the remainder o f the day. His disappointment in missing 
the nine prostrations seemed to operate on his mind as if he. 
had been sunk so many degrees in the estimation o f  his 
brother officers. He took little notice when the rank and 
station were explained, though at his own desire, which each 
o f us held in the embassy, until the Chinese interpreter an­
nounced Captain Parish o f the Artillery as the “  overseer o f 
“  the great guns,” upon which his attention was suddenly
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roused, and he seemed the -whole day to regard this officer as 
a very formidable and a dangerous man. ^

In the farther division o f the building a party o f comedians 
was engaged in the midst o f an historical drama when wc en­
tered ; but on our being seated the}' broke off’ and, coming 
forward, made before us that obeisance o f nine genuflexions 
and prostrations, which we had been so very uncivil to omit 
to the Mandarin and his painted skreen o f silk ; after which 
they returned to their labours, keeping up an incessant noise 
and bustle during our stay. The heat o f the day, the ther­
mometer in the shade standing at 81° in the open air, and 
at least ten degrees higher in the building, the crowds that 
throntred in to see the stransers, the horrffile crash o f the 
gongs, kettle drums, rattles, trumpets, and s(|ualling flutes, 
were so stunning and o})pressive, that nothing but the novelty 
o f the scene could possibly have detained us tor a moment. 
The most entertaining as Avell as the least noisy part o f the 
theatrical exhibition was a sort o f interlude, perfm-med by 
three young Avomen, for the amusement, it Avould seem, o f 
the principal actress, A\dio sat as a spectator in the dress and' 
character o f some ancient Queen ; Avhilst an old eunuch, very 
whimsically dressed, played his antic tricks like a scaramouch 
or buffoon in a Harlequin entertainment. The dialogue in 
this part differed entirely from the querulous and nearly 
monotonous recitative o f the Chinese, being light and comic, 
and occasionally interrupted by cheerful airs, Avhich generally 
concluded Avith a common chorus. These airs, rude and un­
polished as they Avere, appeared to be regulär compositions, 
and Avere sung in exactly measured time. One in particular
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attracted our attention, Avhose slow mclanclio!}'^ movement 
breatlied tliat kind o f plaintiA-e softness so peculiar to the 
native airs o f the Scotch, to which indeed it bore a very close 
resemblance. The voices o f the women vrere shrill and 
warbling, but some o f their cadences were not without 
melody. The instruments at eaeh pause gave a few short 
nourishes, till gradually overpowered by the swelling and 
deafening gong. Knowing nothing o f the language, we were 
o f coui'se as ignorant o f the subject as the majority o f an 
English audience is o f  an Italian opera. In the shed o f 
Tuion, however, as well as in the theatre o f the Haymarket, 
the eye was amused as well as the ear. At each repetition 
oi the chorus the three Cocliincliincse graces displayed their 
hne slender shapes in the mazy dance, in which, however, 
the feet were the least concerned. By different gestures o f 
the head, body, and arms, they assumed a variety o f figures ; 
and all their motions were exactly adapted to the measure o f 
the music. The burden o f the chorus was not unpleasing, 
and was long recollected' on the quarter-deck o f  the Lion, 
till the novelty which succeeded in China effaced it from the 
memory. In the latter country, however, Ave saw no dancing 
neither by men nor Avomen, Avhich makes it probable that 
this part of the Cochinchincse entertainment must be an 
amusement o f their oAvn invention, or introduced from the 
Avestern part of India. A  tolerably good notion may be col­
lected o f the theatre and the operatic part o f the representa-
tion from, the annexed engraving

X o  entrance money is ever exjiected in the theatres o f 
China or Cochinchina. The actors are cither hired to play at











private entertainments, at a fixed sum for the day ; or they 
exhibit before the public in a temporary shed, entirely ex­
posed in front. On such occasions, instead o f cheering the 
performers with empty plaudits, the audience throw among 
them pieces o f copper m oney: for this purpose, the Man­
darins brought us some hundred pieces strung on cords, o f the 
same kind as those which are current in China. By the 
Cochinchinese the regular drama is called Trokn, or a rela­
tion of histories. To the operatic interlude o f recitative, air 
and dancing they give the name o f  Song-sang ; and a grand 
chorus accompanied wdth the gojvg, the kettle drum, casta­
nets, trumpets and other noisy instruments, is called the Ring- 
rang. The Ambassador had ordered his band to attend on 
shore, where they played a few light airs; but the Cochin­
chinese had no ear for the soft and harmonious chords o f 
European music. Their Ring-rung and their Song-sang w'ere 
infinitely superior in their estimation, and were the more 
applauded in proportion as they were the more noisy.

Leaving the comedians in the midst o f their labours, we 
walked across the village green, which was also the market­
place, where we were highly entertained with a variety of 
sports and gambols. The fourth o f June was for once a day 
o f general festivity in this part o f Cochinchina. In one place 
we observed about a dozen young fellows playing at foot-ball 
with a bladder ; in another, they were disj^laying their agility 
in leaping ov’er an horizontal pole ; here a noisy groupe were 
amusing themselves in fighting cocks; there young boys, in 
imitation o f their elders, were training (juails and other 
email birds, and even grasshoppers, to tear each other in
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pieces ; and in every corner gamesters were playing cards or 
throAvino- dice. l>ut that which most attracted our attention 
was a party o f young men keeping up a shuttlecock in the air, 
bv strikino- it with the soles o f the feet. Nothing, indeed, 
could exceed the activity and energy o f the men o f  Cochin- 
china. A  seaman o f the Lion, having quarrelled -with one 
o f these people, insisted on making a ring and boxing it 
fairly out. \Vhilc the sailor was squaring his arms and: 
manoeuvring and looking for the exact spot where he should 
hit his antagonist a knock-down blow, the Cochinchinese, 
while grinning in his face, very coolly turned up his heel 
and, giving him a hard and totally unexpected kick in the 
jaw, walked away witli great composure, leaving the as­
tonished sailor to the laughter and merriment o£the crowd. •

I

a\ctive as they were in the use o f their feet,, their manual- 
dexterity was not less remarkable. Jugglers and conjurors- 
and posture-makers were exercising their respective arts for 
the amusement o f the crowd, and for their own advantage; and 
we found to our cost that those who did not openly practise- 
juggling as a profession were equally as expert in the art o f 
picking pockets. Scarcely a day occurred in which some o f  
the party did not return to the ships with the loss o f  pocket 
handkerchiefs, an article for which they seemed to have a par­
ticular liking. We found them all, from the highest to the 
lowest, most importunate beggars, craving without the least 
ceremony for every thing that might suit their fancy; neither 
were they satisfied with a simple denial, nor with obtaining 
what they asked, becoming generally more urgent in their 
demands in proportion to the liberality o f the giver; and
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■wliat they could not obtain by begging the}' usual]}- endea­
voured to procure by stealing. They liad not even the 
Spartan virtue o f blushing at detection ; - nor did it appear 
that they apprehended any punishment either for the theft or 
the discovery o f it. Tins disposition to stealing was so 
general, that it was even found necessary to watch nar­
rowly the officers o f government who came on board the 
ships.

- im

In attempting to draw a very general sketch o f the charac­
ter of this nation, I am not unaware o f the risk I incur o f 
being drawn into error. To speak correctly o f the manners and 
opinions o f foreign nations; to trace the motives o f  their ac­
tions and the grounds o f their prejudices; to examine the 
effects produced on the temper and disposition o f the people 
by the civil and religious institutions ; and to inciuire into 
their ideas o f moral right and wrong, their notions o f taste, 
o f beauty, o f happiness, and many other subjects necessary 
to be investigated before a thorough knowledge can be ob­
tained o f their true character and real condition, require not 
«nly a long residence in the country, but an intimate ac­
quaintance with all the various classes o f society : and, alter 
all, an accurate portrait is hardly to be expected. IVhat can 
be more ridiculous than a Frenchman attempting to describe 
English manners, or more preposterous than a German 
dramatizing the English character ? There are, however. 
Certain strongly marked features which, prevailing in the mass 
o f  the people, may safely be set down as national character­
istics ; and from such only the few observations I have to 
make on the Cochinchincse were derived. Some o f them,
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indeed, might peihaps be entirely local, and applicable only 
to that part o f the sea-coast on which Ave landed.

It is scai’cely necessary to observe, Avhat I apprehend is 
generally known, that Cochinchina, until a few centuries after 
the Christian mra, formed a part o f the Chinese empire ; and 
that the general features o f the natives, many o f the cus­
toms, the Avritten language, the religious opinions and cere­
monies still retained by 'them , indicate distinctly their 
Chinese origin. In the northern provinces, hoAvever, they 
arc more strongly marked than in those to the soutliAvard’: 
The same characteristics arc likeAvise discernible, but in a 
fainter degree, in Siam Avhich is properly Se-i/ang, or the 
Avestern c o u n t r y i n  Pc-gu, probably P e-q tio , or the northern 
province; and in Ava and the rest o f the petty states noAV 
comprehended undci’ the Birmaiv empire, Avhere, hoAvever; 
from an intermixture Avith the Malays o f Malacca and the 
flindoos o f the upper and eastern regions o f Hindostan, the 
traces o f the Chinese character are in many respects nearly 
obliterated. The Cochinchinese o f Turon,. notwithstanding 
the loose manners o f the Avoanen Avhich I shall presently have 
(»ccasion to notice, and the tendency Avhich all revolutions in 
governments have to change, in a greater or less degree, the 
character o f the people,, liave preserved in most respects a 
close resemblance to their original, though in some points' 
they difl’er from it very Avidcly. They perfectly agree, for 
instance, in the cti([uette observed in marriage and funeral 
processions and ceremonies, in the greater part o f religious 
superstitions, in the offerings usually presented to idols, in 
the consultation o f oracles, and in the universal propensity o f
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inquiring into futurity by the casting o f lots; in charming 
aAvay diseases ; in the articles o f diet and the mode o f })repar- 
ing them ; in the nature o f most o f their public entertainments 
and amusements ; in the construction and devices ot fire­
works ; in instruments o f music, games o f chance, cock-fight­
ing and quail-fighting. The spoken language o f Cochinchina, 
though on the same principle, is so much changed from the 
original as to be nearly, if not Avholh% unintelligible to a 
Chinese ; but the Avritten character is precisely the same. 
All the temples Avhich fell under our observation Avere very 
humble buildings; and avc saAV no specimens either o f the 
heavy emwed roofs, or o f the toAA'ering pagodas, so fre­
quently met Avith in China ; but it seems there arc, in many 
parts o f the country, monasteries that are amply endoAved, 
whose buildiniis are extensive and enclosed Avith Avails for 
their better security. The houses in genei'al near Turon bay. 
consisted only o f four mud Avails, covered Avith tliatch ; and, 
such as iU’C situated on Ioav grounds,, in the.neighboxirhood of. 
rivers, are usually raised upon four posts of Avood, or pillars 
o f stone, to keep out vermin as Avell as inundations.

' ’It
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The dress o f the Cochinchinese has undergone not only an 
alteration, but a very considerable abridgment. 'J’hey Avear 
neither thick shoes, nor quilted stockings, nor clumsy sattin 
boots, nor petticoats stuffed Avith Avadding; but always go 
barelegged and generally barefooted.. Their long, black 
hair, like that o f the Malays, is usually twisted into a knot 
and fixed on the croAvn of the head.. This, indeed, is the 
ancient mode in Avhich the Chinese Avore their hair, until the

Í ./ 1
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Tartars, on the conquest o f the country, compelled them to 
submit to the ignominy o f  shaving the whole head except a 
little lock o f hair behind.

1 I

I It"

On the precejits o f Confucius is grounded the moral system 
for the regulation o f the conduct in this country as well as in 
China. Here, however, to the exterior forms o f  morality 
very little regard seems to be jiaid. In China these precepts 
are gaudily displayed in golden characters in every house, in 
the streets and public places ; but here they are seldom seen 
and never heard. Were they, indeed, repeated in their ori­
ginal language, (and they will scarcely bear a translation,) 
tliey would not be undei-stood. Their conduct, in general, 
seems to be as little influenced by the solemn precepts o f re­
ligion as by those o f morality. The Cochinchinese are, like 
the French, always gay and for ever talking; the Chinese 
always grave and aft'ect to be thinking : the former are open 
and familiar, the latter close and reserved. A  Chinese would 
consider it as disgraceful to commit any affair o f importance 
to a woman. Women, in the estimation o f the Cochin- 
■chincse, are best suited for, and are accordingly entrusted 
with, the chief concerns o f the family. The Chinese code o f 
politeness forbids a woman to talk unless by Avay o f  reply, to 
laugh beyond a smile, to sing unless desired and, as tp 
dancing, she labours under a physical restriction which makes 
this kind o f movement impossible. In Cochinchina the avo-  

men arc (piite as gay and as unrestrained as the men. And 
as a tolerably accurate conclusion may be draAvn o f the state 
o f their society, from the condition in which the female part

M''
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o f it is placed, and the consideration in which the female 
character is held among them, I shall be more particular in 
describing the situation here assigned to them, in so far at 
least as our limited means afforded us the opportunity o f ob­
serving, than on other points..

In some o f the provinces o f China women arc condemned 
to the degrading and laborious task o f dragging the plough, 
and otherwise employed in various kinds o f heavy drudgery. 
In Cochinchina it would appear likewise to be the fate o f the 
weaker sex to be doomed to those occupations Avliich require, 
if not the greatest exertions o f bodily strength, at least the 
most persevering industry. We observed them day after day, 
and from morning till night, standing in the midst o f pools o f 
water, up to the knees, occupied in the transplanting o f rice. 
In fact, all the labours o f tillage, and the various employ­
ments connected with agriculture, seem to fall to the share o f 
the female peasantry; wdiilst those in Turon, to the manage­
ment o f domestic concerns-, add the superintendance o f all 
the- details o f commerce. They even assist in constructing 
and keeping in repair their mud-built cottages ; they conduct 
the manufacture o f coarse earthen Avarc vessels ; they manage 
the boats on rivers and in harbours; they bear their articles 
o f produce to market; they draw the cotton wool from the 
pod, free it from the seeds, spin it into thread, -weave it into 
cloth, dye it o f its proper colour, and make it up into dresses 
for themselves and their families. Almost all the younger 
part o f the males are compelled to enrol themselves in tlie 
army ; and such as are exempt from military service employ
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themselves oceasionally in fishing, in collecting swallows’ 
nests and the Biches de mer among the neighbouring islands, 
as luxuries for the use o f their own great men, but more 
})articularly as articles o f  export for the China market; in 
felling timber ; building and repairing ships and boats, and a 
few other occupations which, however, they take care shall 
not engross their whole time, but contrive to leave a con­
siderable portion o f it unemployed, or employed only in the 
pursuit o f  some favourite amusement: for they arc not by 
any means o f an idle disposition. But the activity and the 
industry o f the Avomen are so unabating, their pursuits so 
varied, and the fatigue they undergo so harassing, that the 
Cochinchinesc apply to them the same proveibial expression 
Avhich Avc confer on a cat, observing that a Avoman, having 
nine lives, bears a great deal o f killing. It is evident indeed, 
from the Avhole tenor o f their conduct, that the men, even in 
the common ranks o f life, comider the other sex as destined 
for their use; and those in a higher station, as subservient to 
their pleasures. The number o f Avives or o f concubines 
Avhich a man may find it expedient to take, is not limited 
by any laAv or rule; but here, as in China, the first in 
point o f date claims j)recedcnee and takes the lead in all 
donieslic concerns, 'fhe terms on Avhich the parties are 
united are not more easy than those by Avhich they may be. 
separated. To break a sixpence betAveen tAvo parting lovers 
is considered, among the peasantry o f some o f the counties 
in Bngland, as an avoAval and pledge o f unalterable fidelit}'. 
In Cochinchina, the breaking o f one o f their copper coins or 
a pair o f chop,-sticks betAveen man and Avife, before proper
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witnesses, is considered as a dissolution o f their former com­
pact, and the act o f separation.

In China the men have sedulously and successfully incul­
cated the doctrine, that a well-bred w'oman should never be 
seen abroad ; that she should coniine herself constantly to her 
own apartments; that in tlie presence o f even her nearest 
male relations she should not expose her neck and her hands, 
to prevent which her gown is buttoned up close to the chin, 
and its sleeves hang down below tire knee: and so craftily 
have they contrived their precepts to operate, that the silly 
Avomcn have actually been prevailed on to consider a physical 
defect which confines them to the house as a fashionable 
accomplishment. Here, in this respect, there is a total dif­
ference with regard to the sex. So far from the Cochin- 
chinese women being deprived o f the tree use o f their limbs 
or their liberty, they have the enjoyment o f both to the fullest 
extent. It certainly was not in Cochinchina where Eudoxus, 
in his travels, is said to have observed the feet o f the women 
to be so small, that they might with propriety be distinguished 
by the name o f  the “  Ostrich-footed focminis plantas adeo 
parvas ut Struthopodes ap p ellen tu r;  as, by their bustling 
about with naked feet, they' become unusually large and 
spreading ; but the name might aptly enough be applied 
to the feet o f the Chinese ladies, whose undefined and lumpish 
form is not unlike the foot o f the ostrich.

Extremes often approximate. The same cause which in 
Cliina has operated this total seclusion o f the sex from so­

li R



ciety and the abridgment o f their physical powers, has pre^ 
dneed in Cochinchina a diametrically opposite effect, by 
])ermitting them to revel uncontrolled in every species o f 
licentiousness. This cause is-their being degraded in public 
opinion,-and considered as beings o f an inferior nature to the 
men. Thus situated, character becomes o f little value cither 
to themselves or to others ; and, from all accounts, it appears 
they tire fully sensible o f its unimportance in this respect. 
The consequence o f which is that women o f less scrupulosit}’-, 
or men o f more accommodating dispositions, are not certainly 
to be met with in any part o f the world than those in the en­
virons o f Turon bay. It-is to be hoped, however, that the 
general character o f the nation may not exactly correspond 
with that which prevails at one o f the most frccpicnted o f its 
sea-port towns, 'i’lic singular indulgence, granted by the 
laws o f Solon, o f permitting youngivomen to dispose o f per­
sonal favours, for the purpose o f enabling them to procure 
articles o f the first necessity for themselves or their families, 
is sanctioned by the Cochinchinese without any limitation as 
to age, condition, or object. Neither the husband nor the 
father seems.to liave any scruples in abandoning the Avife 
or the daughter to her gallant. Not ^alba, Avhen he po­
litely fell asleep, (as Ave are told by Idutarcli,) for the accom­
modation o f Mccienas and rebuked his servant for officiously 
rattling the plates jn order to aAvaken him that he might see 
Avhat was going on, could possibly have been more at ease 
than a Cochinchinese husband, to Avhom may justly be ap­
plied the following lines o f Horace, Avherein he describes the 
dissolute manners o f the Rom ans:
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Sed jussa cor'im non sine conscio 

“  Surgit marito ; sen vocat institor 
“  Sen navis Hispanse magister 
“  Dedecorum pretiosus emptor.”

“  The conscious hushand bids her rise,
“  When some rich factor courts her charms, 
“  And calls the wanton to his arms.

“  Then prodigal of wealth and fame. 
Profusely buys the costly shame.”

3®7 ilisiii'i!■ :i 
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These observations on the indiflerence, on the part o f the 
men, for the honour and chastit}  ̂o f the sex, and the abandoned 
and profligate character o f the latter ^vhich is the necessary 
consequence thereof, are by no means confined to the common 
people; they apply indeed more forcibly to the first ranks in 
society, the officers o f government. These men, fully as de­
bauched as. the Chinese Mandarins, carry not even that 
appearance o f decency which those find it expedient to ob­
serve. O f the facility with which they are disposed to 
transfer their women to strangers our party had several 
curious instances. From the following, among many others, 
a tolerably good notion may be collected o f the value put 
upon them in a pecuniary point o f view. An officer o f the 
Lion was one day sent on shore to purchase a couple o f bul­
locks for the use o f the ship’s company. As the price had pre­
viously been fixed at ten dollars a-head, the officer had only to 
count down the money before one o f the magistrates o f the place, 
and receive his bullocks.. The Mandarin, taking up the dollars, 
dispatched a couple o f his attendants, who shortly returned 
w'ith a fine young girl, whom the magistrate handed over 
to the officer. Whether this gentleman’s modesty Avas too
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m u c h  s h o c k e d  a t  s o  b a r e f a c e d  a n d  i n d e c e n t  a  t r a n s a c t i o n ,  o r  

A v h e th e r  h e  h a d  n o t  a  s u t h e ie n t  s u m  o f  m o n e y  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  

] ) r i c e ' o f  t h e  l iu l l o c k s ,  is  im m a t e r ia l  t o  t h e  p u r p o s e ; i t  is  

e n o u g h  t o  o b s e r v e  t h a t  h e  p r e f e r r e d  h is  d u t y  t o  t h e  p u r c h a s e  

o f  th e  l a d y ,  t o  t h e  a f t e c t e d  a s t o n i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  M a n d a r i n ,  o f  

A vhom  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  h e r  t o  b e  e i t h e r  t h e  w i f e  o r  t h e  d a u g h t e r .  

A n o t h e r  g e n t l e m a n ,  in  r e t u r n in g  o n e  d a y  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  t o  

t h e  r iv e i ' s id e ,  Avas a c c o s t e d  b y  a n  e l d e r l y  A\a)m an, Avho m a d e  

s ig n s  t o  h im  t o  folloAA' h e r  in t o  h e r  c o t t a g e ,  A vhere s h e  p r e ­

s e n t e d  h im  Avith h e r  d a u g h t e r ,  v e r y  n e a r ly  in  t h a t  s t a t e  in  

w h i( ;h  s h e  c a m e  o u t  o f  n a t u r e ’s h a n d s  ; a n d  t h e  C3^es o f  

th e  o l d  lad^ - s p a r k l e d  Avith j o y  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  a  S p a n is h  

d o l l a r .

'['here was little prepossessing in the general appearance 
and character o f the Cochinchincsc. 'J'he Avomen had but 
slender pretensions to beaut}'; yet the Avant o f personal 
charms Avas in some degree compensated by a lively and 
cheerful teni])er, totally unlike the dull, the morose, and se­
cluded Chinese. An expressive (XHintenancc, being as much 
the result o f education and sentiment as a delicate set o f  
features and a fine complexion are o f health, ease, ex­
emption horn drudgery and exposure to the vicissitudes 
o f the Aveather, could hardly be expected in Cocldnchina. 
In point o f fact, both sexes are coarse featured, and their 
colour nearly as deep as that o f the M alay; and, like 
these people, the universal custom o f  chewing areca and 
betel, by reddening the lips and blackening the teeth, gives- 
tliem an appearance still more unseemly than nature in­
tended. The dress o f the Avomen Avas by no means fascinat-
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ing. A loose cotton frock, o f a brown or blue colour, rcac)\ir.g 
down to the middle o f the tliigh, and a pair o f Idack nankin 
trowsers made very wide, constitute in general their common 
clothing. With the use o f stockings and shoes they are wholly 
unacquainted; but the upper ranks Avear a kind o f sandals 
or loose slippers. As a holiday dress, on particular occasions, 
a lady puts on three or four frocks at once, o f different 
colours and lengths; the shortest being uppc)-most. A  wo­
man thus dressed appears in the annexed print, Avliicli repre­
sents a groupe of Cdchinchinese and may be considered as a 
fair specimen o f their general appearance. Their long black 
hair is sometimes tAvisted into a knot and fixed on tlie crown 
o f  the head, and sometimes hangs loose in flowing tresses 
doAvn the back, reaching fre([uently to the Acry ground. 
Short hair is not only considci’ed as a mark o f vidgarity, but 
an indication o f degeneracy. The dress o f the men has hitle 
i f  any thing to distinguish it from that o f the other sex, being 
chiefly confined to a jacket and a pair of trowsei’s. Some 
AÂ ear handkerchiefs tied round the head in the shape of a 
turban; others have hats or caps o f various forms and ma­
terials, but most o f them calculated for protecting the face 
against the rays o f the sun ; for Avhich purpose they also make 
use o f umbrellas o f strong China paper, or skreens of the leaves 
o f the Borassus or fan-palm and other kinds o f the palm tribe,, 
or fans made o f feathers. Consonant Avith the appearance o f  
their mean and scanty clothing, as freiiucntly thrown loosely 
over their shoulders as fitted to the body, Avere their loAvly 
cabins o f bamboo. In short, nothing met the eye that could, 
impress the mind o f a stranger Avith high notions o f the happy 
condition o f this people.
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There is, however, such a vast difference in the circum­
stances under which an European and the inhabitant o f a 
tropical climate are situated, that the former, who for the 
first time finds himself among the latter, will be very apt to 
fall into error in attempting to form a comparative estimate 
o f their respective conditions. To the one, fuel and clothing 
and close and compact lodging are essential, not only to his 
comfort, but to his existence ; to the other, fire is o f no 
further use than a few embers to boil his rice, or to prepare 
an offering to his god. For splendid* and massy fabrics 
neither his taste nor necessity incline him ; and close thick 
clothing, so far from being a comfort, would be to him the 
most inconvenient o f all incumbrances. Even the little which 
he occasional!}' finds it expedient to use he frequently throw's 
aside; for where nakedness is no disgrace, he can at all 
times, and in all places, accommodate his dress to his feel­
ings and his circumstances, wdthout offence to others or em­
barrassment to himself; an advantage which is denied to the 
European.

Although we had neither expected to meet with an ex­
tensive city nor magnificent palaces in the vicinity o f Turon 
bay, yet as this spot Avas known to have been anciently the 
chief mart for the trade o f this country w'ith China and 
..lapan, Ave felt rather disappointed on finding a fcAV villages 
only, in the largest o f Avhich the number o f houses did 
not exceed one hundred, and these chiefly thatched cot­
tages. 'riiat it had suffered considerably from the late reA'o- 
lutions Avas evident fi’om the ruins o f larger and better build­
ings than any Avhich noAv appeared, and from the inequalities
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o f surface indicating a former existence o f walls and forts, 
and which, by our officer’s a(xount who was taken prisoner, 
were still more visible and extensive at F ai-foo ; from the re­
mains, also, of-gardens and. plantations o f fruit trees and 
flowering shrubs, that were now run into wildernesses ; but no 
traces appeared to indicate former o[nilence, or convey the 
impression o f fallen inagniticcnce. It is true, the vestiges of 
Oriental cities, when suflered to lall into decay, soon disap­
pear. 'I’heir best houses, limited to a single story, constrnclcd 
generally o f wood or o f bricks that have been dried only in 
the sun, require an unremitted attention to preserve them 
from mouldering into dust. Their city a\ alls, c’onstructed of 
light and imperfect materials, soon crumble into heaps o f 
ruins, and are buried under a rapid and vigorous Acgctaliom 
The system on which their city walls are built is but ill cud- 
culated for duration. The mass o f loose earth heapetl in the 
middle has a constant tendency to push out the brick or 
stone casing wliich, tumbling into the ditch, is lost in a few 
years in the general surface, i f  the great and po[mlous city 
o f Pekin, the greatest and most j)opulous perhaps on the whoh' 
globe, shoidd by any accident be deserted, many centuries 
would not be rc({uired to blot out every vestige o f its situation. 
It is, therefore, the less surpriiiing that, in the days o f Alex­
ander, all traces o f the supposed magnificent palaces o f 'I’roy 
had disappeared ; and that the proud city o f Babylon, once 
the mistress of the world, should for so many ages past have 
been laid prostrate in the dust.

The cottages o f Tiiron were in general snug and clean, and 
sufficiently compact to protect the inhabitants from the heat
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o f the sun at one season, and the heavy rains at the other, 
^hhere appeared to be no want in the niaihet o f either cotton 
or silk Stulls for clothing; and the country produced a great 
variety and abundance ol articles, which contiibute to the 
sustenance o f the inultitudc, as well as to the luxuiies o f the 
liigher orders o f the people. Almost every kind o f domestic 
animal, except sheep, appeared to be plentiful. They had 
small horned cattle, short legged hogs, kids, and great 
abundance o f ducks and fowls. They eat dogs as in China, 
and frogs are a common article o f food. The sea as well as 
the laud is a never-failing source of sustenance to multitudes 
who dwell on the coast. Beside a great variety o f good fish, 
they eat at least three different species o f the Balistes, and as 
inanv o f the genus Clicctodon ; one o f the latter o f Avhich, 
with its purple and yellow bandages and ocellated fin, is 
a very beautiful fish. 'J'he net is in common use, and so are 
wicker baskets, made like the wire mouse-trap, into which 
fish running to the bait are ju’evented from getting out again; 
and we observed them taking vast quantitias o f flying fish, 
by letting down into the sea deep earthen jars with narrow 
necks, baited with pork or the offals o f fish. Most o f the 
genera o f marine worms, belonging to that chtós which by 
naturalists is distinguished under the name o f M ollusca, 
arc used as articles o f food by the Cochinchinese; as, for 
instance, various species of the M edusa, Ilo loth u ria , A ctin ia , 
A scid ia  and D o r is ; some o f which, as the Biches de M e r ,  
usually called Trepan, (a species either o f H olothuria  or A c ­
tinia^ is caught and prepared as an article o f luxury and 
commerce. All the gelatinous substances derived from the 
sea, whether animal or vegetable, are considered by them



among the most nutritious o f  all aliments; and on this prin­
ciple various kind' o f A lgce or sea-Aveeds, particularly those 
genera which are .cnown by the names o f F uci and U lva , are 
included in the list o f their edible plants.

In the populous islands o f Japan the natives o f the sea-coasts 
derive part o f their sustenance from various kinds o f sea-weeds, 
and from none more than that species o f jF « c / /.s which is called 
Saccharinus. It Avould apj>ear from Mr. Thunberg's account 
o f its leaves being used to ornament and embellish packages 
o f fruit or other presents offered to strangers, that this plant 
is there in high estimation, being considered perhaps as the 
representative o f those resources o f  sustenance Avhich the sea so 
amply supplies to such nations as from choice or necessity may 
be led to avail themselves o f its various productions. Tlie 
Chin-chou  jelly o f China may probably be made, in part, o f 
the Fucus Saccharim is; for it Avould appear, from samples 
brought to England, that the leaves from Avhich this jelly is 
made are taken from three or four distinct species o f this ex­
tensive genus. There is reason indeed to believ'e that most 
o f  the species both o f the F uci and the Ulvce might be em­
ployed for similar purposes. From the shores o f Robben 
island, at the Cape o f Good Hope, the slaves are accustomed 
to bring awa)»̂  baskets o f a species o f Fucus, whose leaves are 
SAVord-shaped, serrated, and about six inches long. These leaves 
being first Avashed clean and sufficiently dried to resist putre- 
laction are then steeped in fresh Avater for five or six days, chang­
ing it every, morning ; after Avhich if boiled for a feAv hours in a 
little Avater they become a clear transparent jelly Avhich, being 
mixed with a little sugar and the juice o f a lemon or orange,

s s
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is as pleasant and refreshing as any kind o f jelly whatsoever^ 
And as few countries perhaps can boast o f a greater num­
ber o f species o f the Fuel and Ulva; than arc found on the 
coasts o f the British islands, future generations may discoves 
those nutritive qualities which many o f them contain, and 
not limit the use- o f them as articles o f food to a few species, 
which is the case at present; for excepting the E sculentus or 
T u n g k , the Saccharinus, better known in Iceland than in Bri­
tain, the Palm cdus or D u lse , which the Scotch say is not only 
rich and gelatinous but communicates to other vegetables 
with which it may be mixed the fragrant smell o f violets,, and 
that species o f Ulva well known on the coast o f ales by the 
name o f L a ver, all the rest seem to be neglected.

But the Chin-chon  o f China, called more properly Ila i-tsa i  
or sea-vegetable, is not only used as an article of food, but 
is employed lx)th in China, Japan and Cochinchina as a 
gummous or gelatinous substance, for gB'ing additional trans­
parency to large sheets o f paper or coarse gauze used for 
windows or lanterns. The latter, made sometimes o f slips 
o f bamboo cros.sed diagonally, have frequently their lozenge­
shaped interstices wholly filled Avith the transparent gluten o f 
the llu i-lsa i.

The Cochinchinese collect likewise many o f the small suc­
culent or flesh}' plants, which are usually produced on salt 
and sandy marshes, as the Salicornia, A rcn aria , Crithmum  
M arifim um  or samphire, and many others, Avhicli they either 
boil in their soups or slews, or eat in a raAV state to give 
sapidity to rice Avhich, in fact, is with them the grand sup-
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port o f existence. O f this 'grain tliey have the art o f making a 
kind o f vermicelli, usually called Lock-soi/,̂  which is perfectly 
transparent, and held on that account in high estimation both 
in Japan and China; to the latter o f which it is exported in 
considerable quantity% It communicates to soup a gelatinofis 
consistence, but at the same time preserves its form and 
transparency, <|ualities which would lead one to doubt 
if rice be the only ingredient in its composition. The 
Chinese Loc/c-soy is opaque.

By the natives o f warm climates animal food is seldom 
ranked among, articles o f the first necessity', and is sparingly 
used. And though fish is the common sustenance o f  those 
who inhabit the sea-coasts, yet rice made more gustable by a 
little salt, a pod o f capsicum or pepper, or a leaf o f some o f 
the acidulous maritime vegetables above-mentioned, furnishes 
a oi'ateful meal to the creat mass o f Oriental nations. All 
bey'ond this article and its accompaniments, even the areca nut 
and betel leaf, as well as opium and spirituous liquors, may be 
considered in the light o f luxuries. O f rice, in Cochinchina, 
they arc almost certain o f two plentiful crops cvciy year, one 
o f which is reaped in April, the other in October. Fruits o f 
various kinds, as oranges, bananas, figs, pine apples, guavas, 
pomegranates, and others o f inferior note, are abundantly pro­
duced in all parts o f the country. They have very fine yams, 
and plenty o f sweet potatoes. Their small breed o f cattle does 
not appear to furnish them with much milk ; but o f this article 
indeed, like the Chinese, they make but a very sparing use, 
jiot even as food for their young children. These little crea­
tures Avere very numerous in Turon, and appeared rcmaj kably
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healthy ; and till the age o f seven or eight yeai’s M̂ ere entirely 
naked. Tl’licir food seemed to consist chiefly o f rice, sugar­
cane, and rvater melons. The mass o f people in Cochinchina, 
like the common Chinese, have biit two meals in the dajg one 
about nine or ten in the morning, the other about sunset; 
and these are usually taken, in the dry season, before the 
doors o f their cottages, on mats spread in thé open air., 
Where all fare alike, none feels ashamed to expose his 
humble meal.

In the neighbourhood o f Turon we observed several planta­
tions o f sugar-canes and tobacco. The juice o f the former, 
having undergone a partial refinement, is Exported to the 
China market in cakes, which in colour, thickness and 
porosity resemble the honeycomb ; the latter is consumed in 
the countiy, as all degrees o f every age and sex indulge in 
the habit o f smoking. The face o f the country exhibited, 
liowever, but feeble marks o f tillage; and arts and manufac- 
hires were evidently in a languishing state. The cottages 
contained little furniture, and that little was rude in its 
construction and as if intended only for temporary use. 
The matting Avhich covered the floors Avas ingeniously 
AA'ovcn in diflei'ent colours; but the art o f making mats is so 
common in all the nations o f the East, that the most beauti­
ful are scarcely subjects o f admiration among themselves. 
Their domestic utensils consisted chiefly o f  an earthen stove, 
an iron pot to boil their rice, a pan o f the shape o f  a Avatch 
glass to fry their vegetables in oil, and a fcAV porcelain cups or 
boAvls. Their Acesseis o f cast iron Avere equal in quality to those 
o f the Chinese, but their earthen Avare Avas very inferior.

I]'' 
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They seemed to work in metals with a tolerable degree o f 
neatness. Tlie handles o f the officers’ swords were mostly 
o f silver, and by no means ill finished; and their articles o f 
iillagree were ec[ual to those o f the Chinese. In fact, both 
the one and the other possess quick and comprehensive 
talents and, under due encoviragement, are already in that 
advanced stage to make a very rapid progress in the arts, 
seiences, and manufactures. Under every disadvantage o f a 
bad government, their ingenuity occasionally breaks forth in a 
surprizing manner. The man at Canton who could make a watch 
at first sight had neither a weak head nor an unskilful hand.

r' -

Their arts and manufactures did not, however, ap})car to 
be in a state o f progressive improvement. 'J’hcrc is in all the 
Oriental governments a radical defect, which no advantages 
o f soil or climate or other favourable circumstances can com­
pensate, and which must for ever operate against their at­
taining the character and the condition o f a great and happy 
people. This insuperable bar to their grandeur and I'elicity 
is owing to the want o f a permanent security to property. 
Where the right o f inheritance is a weaker claim than the 
state o f possession; where the hand o f arbitrary power can 
at any time, without the forms o f legal process, dispossess a 
man of the piece o f gTOund on which the support o f himself 
and his family wholly 'depends; where only the law o f the 
strongest is acknoAvledgcd, and where neither person nor 
property has any effectual protection against the designs o f 
the vindictive or the rapacious entrusted with power,— what 
possible encouragement can the subject have to build an 
elegant house, to improve the cultivation of his land, to aim

7
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a t  p e r f e c t i o n  in  a n y  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  a r t s ,  o r  t o  e x t e n d  h is  in ­

g e n u i t y  o r  h is  in d u s t r y  m u c h  b e y o n d  t h e  m e r e  s u p p l y i n g  o f  

t h e  n e c e s s a r i e s 'o f  l i f e .  A n  O r ie n t a l  s a g e  h a s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  

“  t h e  p r o o f  o f  a  j u s t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a  w e l l - r e g u l a t e d  p o l i c e  

“  is , w h e n  a  b e a u t i f u l  w o m a n  c o v e r e d  w i t h  je w e ls  c a n  t r a v e l  

“  a b r o a d  in  p e r f e c t  s e c u r i t y . ”  > \ d ia t w o u l d  t h is  s a g e  h a v e  

s a id  o f  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h a t  p o l i c e ,  w h e r e  a  h e lp le s s  a n d  

w e a l t h y  o l d  w o m a n ,  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  s e t  o f  lu s t y  a n d  in d i ­

g e n t  s e r v a n t s ,  c o m m i t s  h e r s e l f  a n d  h e r  p r o p e r t y  t o  t h e m  a n d  

t o  t h e  w o r ld  w it h  a s  m u c h  c o m p o s u r e 'a n d  c o n f i d e n c e ,  a s  i f  

h e r  p h y s i c a l  s t i ’c n g t h  Avas n o t  in  t h e  l e a s t  in f e r i o r  t o  t h e ir s  ;—  

o r ,  w h e r e  t h e  p i ’o p e r t y  o f  a  s t i l l  m o r e  h e lp le s s  i n f a a t  o r p h a n  

is  n o t  o n l y  s e c u r e d  t i l l  h e  a r r iv e s  a t  y e a r s  o f  d i s c r e t i o n ,  b u t  

c u l t i v a t e d  a n d  i m p r o v e d  s o m e t im e s  t o  t h e  d o u b l e  o f  it s  o r i ­

g in a l  v a lu e  ? H o w e v e r  s t r a n g e  s u c h  a  r e la t i o n  m i g h t  a p p e a r  

t o  a n  in h a b i t a n t  o f  t h e  e a s t e r n  h e m is p h e r e ,  w e  h a v e  t h e  s a t is ­

f a c t i o n  o f  k n o A v in g  it  t o  b e  s t r i c t ly  t r u e  in  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  

A vestern  A v o iid , a n d  in  n o n e  m o r e  s o  t h a n  o n  t h e  h ig h ly  f a ­

v o u r e d  i s la n d  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a in .

T h a t  p a r t i c u la r  b r a n c h  o f  t h e  a r ts  in  A vh ich  t h e  C o c h i n -  

c h in e s e  m a y  b e  s a id  t o  e x c e l  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  is  n a v a l  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  f o r  A v h ich , h o A v e v e r , t h e y  a r e  n o t  a  l i t t l e  in ­

d e b t e d  t o  t h e  s i z e  a n d  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  t i m b e r  e m p l o y e d  f o r  

t h a t  p u r p o s e .  T h e i r  r o A v -g a l l ie s  fo r -  p le a s u r e  a r e  r e m a r k a b ly  

f in e  v e s s e ls .  T h e s e  b o a t s ,  f r o m  f i f t y  t o  e i g h t y  f e e t  in  l e n g t h ,  

a r e  s o m e t im e s  c o m p o s e d  o f  f iv e  s in g le  p la n k s ,  e a c h  e x t e n d i n g  

f r o m  o n e  e x t r e m i t y  t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  e d g e s  m o r t i c e d ,  k e p t  

t i g h t  b y  A v o o d e n  p in s ,  a n d  b o u n d  f ir m  b y  t w is t e d  f ib r e s  o f  

b a m b o o ,  A v ith o u t e i t h e r  r ib s  o r  a n y  k in d  o f  t im b e r s .  A t  t h e

K U I
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stem and stern they are raised to a considerable height, and 
are curiously carved into monstrous figures o f dragons and 
serpents, ornamented with gilding and painting. A  number 
o f poles and spears bearing flags and streamers, pikes orna­
mented with tufts o f cows’ tails painted red, lanterns and 
■umbrellas, and other insignia denoting the rank o f the pas­
senger, are erected at each end o f the boat. And as these 
people, like the Chinese, differ in most o f their notions from 
the greater portion o f mankind, the company always sit in 
the fore part o f the b oa t; but as it Avould be a. breach of 
good manners for the rowers to turn their backs on the pass­
engers, they stand with their faces towards the bow o f the 
boat, pushing the oars from them instead o f pulling towards 
tliem, as is usually done in the Avestern Avorld. The servants 
and the baggage occupy the stern o f the boat. The vessels 
that are employed in the coasting trade, the fishing craft, 
and those Avhich collect the Trepan  and SAvallows’ nests among 
the cluster o f islands called the P aracels, are o f various de­
scriptions: many o f them, like the Chinese Sat?ipans, covered 
Avith sheds o f matting, under Avhich a Avhole family constantly 
resides; and others, resembling the common proas of the 
Malays, both as to their hulls and rigging. Their foreign 
traders are built on the same plan as the Chinese junks, the 
form and construction o f Avhich are certainly not to be held 
out as perfect models o f  naval architecture ; yet, as they 
have subsisted some thousands ofi years- unaltered, they are 
at least entitled to a little respect from the antiquity o f the in­
vention. As these vessels never Avere intended for ships o f Avar, 
extraordinary sAviftness for pursuit or escape was not an es-
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sential quality: security rather than speed was the object o f 
tlie owner. And as no great capitals were individually 
employed in trade, and the merchant was both owner and 
navio-ator, a liinited tonnao;e was sufficient for his own mer- 
chandize ; the vessel was therefore divided, in order to ob- 
A iate this inconvenience, into distinct compartments, so that 
one ship might separately accommodate ^nany merchants. 
The bulk heads by which these divisions were formed con­
sisted o f planks o f two inches thick, so well caulked and 
secured as to be completely Avater-tight.

.1

Whatever objections may be started against the dividing o f 
ships’ holds, and the interference in the stoAvage seems to be 
the most material one, it cannot be denied that it gives to 
lai'gc vessels many important advantages. A  ship, thus for­
tified Avith cross bulk-heads, nlay strike on a rock and yet 
sustain no serious injury; a leak springing in one division oi 
the hold Avill not be attended Avith any damage to the articles 
placed in another: and by the ship being thus so avcII bound 
together, she is firm and strong enough to sustain a more than 
ordinary shock. It is Avell known to seamen, that Avhen a large 
ship strikes the ground, the first indication o f her falling in pieces 
is Avhen the edges o f the decks begin to part from the sides; but 
this separation can never happen Avhen the sides and the deck 
are firmly bound together by cross bulk-heads. In fact, this old 
Chinese invention is noAv on trial in the British naÂ A’", as a ncAv 
experiment. Other schemes have likeAvise been proposed in 
this country for propelling ships in a calm, by large scullers, 
by Avater Avheels placed at the sides or through the bottom,
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and by various other modes ; all o f Avliicli, thouo-h takino- the
name o f Inventions, have been in common use among, tlie
Chinese for more than two thousand vears..»/

The annexed print Avill convey a tolerably good idea o f 
such Cochinchinese craft as frc(|ucnted that branch o f the 
river F ai-foo  which fell into Turon bay.

Although the present King o f this country has to a certain 
degree broken the letters o f custom, as far as regards the 
construction o f ships o f war, yet, in doing this, he has not 
been unmindful o f popular prejudice which, in Asiatic 
countries in particular wdicre they are wholly guided by 
opinion, is stamped with a character too sacred to be torn 
u]) at once by the roots. Out o f deference to this pre­
judice, he caused tliat part only o f the hull or body o f 
the vessel to be altered which is immersed in the water; 
all the upper works, tlie masts, sails and rigging, re­
maining Cochinchinese. Indeed it may be cjuestioned if the 
pliant bamboo, which forms so material a part o f the u[)per 
works o f their vessels, could be displaced with any advantage 
by solid timber, than which it is more light and equally 
strong. It is impossible not to admire the gooil sense o f this 
Avise and active Prince Avho, in steering this midtile path, ob­
tained a real advantage Avithout introducing any visible change.

O f tenacity to ancient custom a curious instance ap­
peared on the part o f the Emperor o f Japan, AA'hen the Dutch 
can'ied to this Sovereign from Batavia, a few years ago, 
among other presents, the model o f a ship ol Avar. The Am-

T T
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bassadov happening to observe the Emperor casting his eye 
upon this model, and conceiving the occasion might be 
turned to the advantage o f his employers, ventured to make 
a proposal for sending to Japan a number o f proper artificers 
from Holland, for the purpose o f instructing his subjects in 
the art o f ship-building, according to the practice o f Europe. 
The Emperor desired he might be asked how long his coun­
trymen had been acquainted with the art o f constructing 
ships on the model he had brought. The Ambassador re­
plied, about three hundred years. “  Tell him, says the 
Emperor, “  that my people have built such ships as he sees 
“  floating in my harbours for as many thousand years, and 
“  that 1 have not yet heard o f any complaints against their 
“  utility. I shall not, therefore, pay so ill a compliment to 
“  m3̂ sclf or to m}’" people, as to lay aside the test o f ages for 
“  an invention o f yesterday. The Dutch ships may suit the 
“  Dutch, but not the Japanese. Tell him, therefore, I 
“  would advise him to take back this part o f his present."’

The Cochinchinese having eflcctually preserved the written 
characters o f the Chinese language, Ave found no difficulty in 
communicating Avith them on all subjects, through this me­
dium, by our Chinese priests. The spoken language,' hoAV- 
ever, has undergone a very considerable change, Avhich is the 
less surprizing, as the inhabitants o f the northern and southern 
"provinces o f China are unintelligible to each other; but 
though it has been altered, it does not appear to have re­
ceived any improvement, neither from additions o f  their 
own, nor from the introduction o f foreign Avords. a com­
parison o f the short catalogue o f  Chinese words, Avhich I

' ' l l j
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have given in, another work, with their synonyms in tlie 
Cochinchinese language, an idea may be collected how far 
the two spoken languages resemble or differ from each 
other.

E N G L I S H , C I I I N E S E . eoCHINCIIINE!
The Earthy tee. dia.
The Air, kee. bloei.
Eire, ho, whoa.
The Sea, liai. ba;.
A  River, ho. jeang.

A  INIountain, shan,.  ̂ noui. 
fmat bloei.

The Sun, jee-to. \oye, of heaven.
The Moon, y u é , blansr.0

The Stars, sing. sao.
The Clouds, yun. moo.

Thunder, luie. no-sans:
Lightning, shan-tein. choap.

The Wind, fung. jeo.

The Day, jee or tien, ngai.

The Night, ye ov van-shang. teng.
The Sky or Heaven, tien. lien.

The East, tung. doo.

West, see. tai.

North, pee, pak.

South, nan. nang, .

Man, jin. dan-ou.

Woman, foo-gin. dan-ba.
T T  %
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E y O L I S I I . C H I N E S E . C O C I I I N C I I I N E S E .
A  Quadruped, shoo. kang.
A Bird, kin, ching.
A  Fish, eu. ka.
A Tree, , shoo. kai.
A Fruit, ko-tse. blai.
A Flower, wha. wha.
A  Stone, shee. ta.
Gold, tchin, wliang.
Silver, in-tsc bak.
Copper, t«ng. tow.
Lead, yuen. chee.
Iron, tie, tie.
'J’he Head, too. too.
The Hand, shoo. tai.
The Heart, sin, blai.
The Foot, tchiau. tchen.
The Face, mien. mien.
The Eyes, yen-shing, mat.
The Ears, eul-to, tai.
An Ox, nieu, bo.
A  Horse, ma. ma.
An Ass, loo-tse looa.
A  Dog, ♦ kioon, koo.
A  Sheep, yang, chien.
A Cat, miau, niiao.
A  Stag, shan-loo, hoo.
A  Pigeon, koo-tse. bo-kau
An Egg, kec-tan. te-lunff.
A  Goose, goo,

0
ngoo.
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E N G L I S H . C H I N E S E . C O C H I N C l I I l

Oil, yeo. taw.
Rice, mee, gao.
Vinegar, tsoo. j ' e g -

Salt, yen. muoi.
Silk, tsoo. looa.
Cotton, mien-wha, baou.
Sugar, tung. dang.
A  House, shia. da.
A  Temple, miau. shooa.
A  Bed, tchuang. tchuang.0
A  Door, men, pan.
A  Knife, tau. tiau.

A  Plough, lee. kai.
An Anchor, man, dan.

A  Ship, tchuan. tau.
Money, tsien, tien.
One, y e ,- mot.

Two, ul. hai.

Three, san. teng.

Four, soo. bon.

Five, ou, lang.

Six, leu. lak.

Seven, tehee. bai.

. Eight, pa, tang.0 1 “
Nine, tcheu. chm.

Ten, shee, taap.

Eleven, shee-ye. moei-mot.

Twelve, shee-ul, moei-hai.

Twenty, ul-shee. hai-moei.

'('■í
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Thirty, 
Thirty-one, 
Thirty-two, 
One hundrec?. 
One thousand. 
Ten thousand.

C H I N E S E .

san-shee,
san-shee-ye,
san-shee-ul,
pc,
tsien,
van.

C O C H I N C H I N E S E .

teng-moei.
teng-moei-mot.
teng-moei-hai.
klang.
ngkin.
muon..

One Imndred thousand, shee-van,.

It may be observed, that the Cochinchincse have intro­
duced tlie consonants B, D, and R, which they pronounce 
Avithout the least difficulty, but a Chinese cannot, by any ex­
ertion, articulate a syllable into which one o f  these enters. In 
the construction o f phrases there is also a considerable difference 
between the two languages. Informing the plural o f the personal 
pronouns, the Chinese make use o f the syllable muen, many, as^

ngo, ne. ta.
I, thou, he,

ngo-muen, ne-muen,. ta-muen, 
we, ye, they.

But the Cochinchinese employ the syllable chung, all,, asj.

bai, HQ,
thou, he.

chung-tooi, chung-baii chung-no, 
we, ye, they.



To these people we found less difficulty in making our­
selves intelligible than Avehad to encounter in our future inter­
course with the grave and solemn Chinese, Avhose dignity 
Avould be thought to suffer debasement by their condescending 
to employ the pencil in delineating objects, notwithstanding 
its alliance Avith their mode o f Avriting ; or by attempt­
ing to indicate, by signs and gestures, such ideas as are 
capable o f being interchanged Avithout the aid o f language. 
This Avas by no means the case Avith the Cochmchinesc, avIio  

ahvays seemed anxious to enter into our vicAvs, and to facili­
tate a mutual understanding. Those Chinese, hoAVCA'cr, Avho 
traffic Avith or engage as servants to Europeans at Canton, 
are as ready, as ingenious, and as fertile in inventions for 
making themselves intelligible to their employers, and in 
meeting the ideas o f those Avhom it is their interest to please, 
as any other people possibly can be. A Cajrtain, ibr in­
stance, o f one o f the East India Company’s ships pointing 
one day at table toAvards a dish, Avhich he sup})Oscd to be 
hashed duck, desired his Chinese servant, Avho had only 
learned a little o f the jargon Avhich this description o f persons 
are usually taught by their masters, to get him some of the 
quaak-quaak. The sei'Â ant, having looked at the dish, shook 
his head and, by Avay o f correcting his master’s mistake, ob­
served significantly that it Avas not quaak-quaak., Init bow-wow, 
the dish happening to be a preparation o f dog instead o f 
duck.

It is scarcely necessary to observe that the religion o f tlie 
Cochinchincse, like that o f almost all the Oriental nations, is
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a luotlification o f the widely extended doctrine o f  Budha, 
appearing, hoM'cver, I'rom the little we had an opportunity o f 
seeing as to the devotional part, more simple and less dis­
guised ■with the mysteries and machinery o f oracular worship 
than that which is practised popularl}^ in China. From a 
sentiment o f gratitude to the benevolent and bountiful spiiit, 
the Cochinchincsc, like the Jews o f old, manifest their piety 
by offering to the image o f the protecting deity the firstlings 
o f their living flocks and o f  the fruits o f the cartli. The first 
cars o f rice, the first ripe nut of. the areca, the first cup o f 
sugar, or whatever the nature o f the produce may be, is 
taken to the shrine which contains the sacred image, and is 
there deposited with becoming reverence, as an humble 
acknowledgment of the divine goodness. I was much 
gratified in the opportunity o f being present at an offering o f 
this nature. Landing from our boat one serene evening, in 
a little cove on the northern shore o f Turon bay, I observed 
a person in a long yellowish coloured robe reaching to the 
ground, his head bare and closely shaved, marching rvith a 
kind o f measured step towards a large spreading tree, and 
followed by a few o f the peasantry. On arriving at the foot 
o f the tree they all halted. Just at the head o f  the main 
trunk (for it was a species o f Ficus Indica or Banyan tree, 
called Dca in Cochinchina, whose branches take root and 
become stems) I observed a large cage o f latticed work, with 
a pair o f folding doors, fixed between two boughs, and partly 
hidden by the foliage. Within was a wooden figure o f Budha or 
Jo, o f the same corpulent shape and in the usual sitting pos­
ture as he is represented in the temples o f China, a " little
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boy attending on the priest stood close before him \̂'ith a 
burning coal on a brazen dish. One o f the j)easants carried 
a ladder o f bamboo, which he placed against the tree; and 
another mounting it deposited in the cage, before the idol, 
two basons o f rice, a cup o f sugar, and one o f salt. The 
priest in the mean time, with arms extended and eyes turned 
towards heaven, muttei’ed something in a low tone o f voice, 
Avhen the man who had carried the ladder fell on his knees 
and nine times prostrated his body on the ground, according 
to the custom o f  the Chinese. Several women and children 
remained at z  distance, as if forbidden to approach too near; 
though, as priestesses are said to be common in this country, 
it is not probable there was any restriction on account o f 
the sex.

That the ladder v̂ as the property o f the priest, and that at 
a suitable time he would take care to remove the sacred de­
posit and appropriate the offering to his own use, like the 
priests o f  the idol Bel in times o f old, as related in the 
apocryphal writings, there is little room for doubting; but 
the offering was not, on that account, less a token o f the 
piet}"" and gratitude o f him who made it. And although it 
might have been more dignified, on the part o f the priest, to 
take his due fairly and openly, yet there arc not perhaps any 
class o f men who are better entitled to a remuneration for 
their services than those whose time is occupied in keeping 
alive the duties o f religion. At all times and in all nations 
the disposal o f the first fruits seems to have been vested in 
the hands o f the priests. From sacred history it clearly appears
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to have formed a part o f the Jewish dispensation ; and we 
are informed by Pliny that no one ever thought o f tasting new 
liuits or new wine until the priests had first performed the 
customary libations— A c  ne degustabant qnidem novas fr i ig e s  
aid vina antequam  sacerdotes prlm itias libassent.

On the skirts o f every little grove o f trees near Turon bay 
small boxes o f Avood or baskets ot Avicker Avork Avere either 
suspended from or fixed among the branches, some containing 
images made o f various materials, and others painted or gilded 
paper cut into diflerent shapes, inscriptions on dips o f  Avood 
in the Chinese character, and many other indications o f their 
sacred destination. Trees, in fact, appear to have been 
among the first o f temples that Averc consecrated to the 
deities. To man, but little advanced beyond a state o f na­
ture, the grandest objects that present themselves are those 
most likely to arrest his adoration. Such on the plains arc 
trees o f venerable antic[uity, and on the mountains their high 
peaked summits o f solid rock. But man, more vain and am­
bitious in proportion as he became more civilized, conceived 
a Babel Avhose summit should reach to the skies. The most 
sumptuous and magnificent temples Avere consecrated to the 
deity by most o f the polished nations o f anticpiity, and 
this practice has universally been adopted by the professors 
o f Christianity ; but the Chinese and their neighbours differ 
in their opinions on this subject, as on most others, from the 
rest o f mankind. They are content to Avorship

“  -------tliat Spirit, that does prefer
“  Before all temples the upright heart and pure,”
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in all places and under all circumstances. A little casket 
not larger than a snuiF-box fretpiently enshrines a iavourite 
divinity. Solitary devotion, it is true, requires not the space 
that is necessary for congregational worship). A tutelar deity 
may be placed in any corner o f the house, or carried about 
in the pocket.

The Cochinchinesc are extremely superstitious, and their 
devotional exercises, like those o f the Chinese, are more fre­
quently performed Avith the view o f averting an ideal evil 
than with the hope o f acquiring a positive good ; or, in other 
Avords, the evil spirit is more dreaded than the good one
revered. In vaiious parts o f the countiy are large wooden/
stakes or jiillars erected, not only for the purpose o f marking 
the spot Avhere some great calamity either o f a public or a 
private nature may have happened, as the loss o f a battle, 
the murder o f an individual, or other unfortunate event, 
but as a propitiation to the evil spirit by Avhose influence it is 
supposed to have been occasioned. So also when an infant 
dies, the parents are supposed to have incurred the displeasure 
o f  some malignant spirit, which they endeavour to appease by 
offerings o f i‘ice, oil, tea, mone}", or Avhatever they may 
imagine to be the most acceptable to the angry divinity. 
From sueh sentiments one may venture to hope that the 
horrid practice o f infanticide is not among the bad customs 

' they have retained o f the Chinese.

Beside the spontaneous offerings Avhich individuals conceive 
it necessary to make on various occasions, it seems that a
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3'caily contribution, levied by government, is paid for the 
support o f a certain number o f monasteries, in which the 
priests invoke the deit}  ̂ for the public welfai’C. This contri­
bution consists o f j)roduce in kind, as rice, fruits, sugar, 
areca nut, and other articles; in lieu o f which, in towns, are 
collected money, metals, clothing, and such like. The 
priests here, as in China, are considered to be the best phy­
sicians ; but their art lies more in charms and fascinations 
than in the judicious ai)plication o f sanative drugs.

It may be inferred that the fundamental principles o f the 
Cochinchincsc government are the same as those o f China; 
that they have the same laws and the same modes o f punish­
ment: but on this subject 1 am unable-to communicate any 
information. In the open building adjoining that Avhere the 
ruling Mandarin resided we saw both the T ch a  and the 
P a n -tse  (the cangue and the bam boo); but whether the ex- 
ec-ution o f the laws are here less rigidly attended to, or the 
morals o f the people less corrupt, than in China, I will not 
pretend to say: it may be observed, hoAvever, that not a 
single punishment o f any description occurred to our notice, 
whereas in China Ave scarcely ever passed a toAvn or village 
in Avhich our eyes Av̂ ere not offended at the sight o f the 
cangue, or the ears assailed Avith the cries o f persons suffering 
under the stroke o f the bamboo. There, indeed, the IMan- 
darins, hoAvcver corrupt and debauched in private life, assume 
in public an austerity o f conduct, Avhich gives a sanction to 
their corrections ; but a Mandarin o f Cochinchina, Avho 
openly violates the rules o f decorum, and sets in his oavu

7
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person the example o f levity and licentiousness, could but 
with a very bad grace direct and superintend the punishment 
o f another less guilty than himself. At all events, the spirit o f 
the people o f Turon did not appear to suffer any depression 
from a too severe exercise o f the hand o f power.
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C H A P .  XI.

a d v a n t a g e s  OE a  c o m m e r c i a l  I N t E R C O U R S E  W I T H

COCHINCHINA.

Peninsula and Harbour o f Turon— Views o f  France in desiring the Cession 
o f  it— Importance o f to G reat Britain^ particularly in its Commerce w ith  
China— Cochinchinese Productions fo r  E xport— M ode o f  establishing an 
Intercourse w ith this Nation— Objections against entrusting diplomatic Agency 
to mercantile M en— Ancient Commerce w ith Cochinchina— Reason o f  its D e­
cline owing to the ill Conduct o f Europeans— A n  extraordinary Insta^ice o f  
Cruelty— Chinese Trade to N ew  Holland— Superior Advatitages resulting 

from  their early Knowledge o f  the Cotnpass— A n  Objection to its A n ­
tiquity answ ered— A n  Opening fo r  G reat B ritain to rev ive the Tr-ade o f  
Cochinchina.

T h e  Bishop Adran, in negociating the treaty between 
Louis X V I. and the King o f Cochinchina, has clearly shewn 
that, however great his attachment might be to the latter, he 
Avas not at the same time by any means unmindful o f the in­
terests o f the former. The terms o f this treaty also prove that,. 
by fixing on the })cninsula o f Turon as the cession to be made 
to 1 ranee, the good Bishop had not been inattentive to the 
comparative merits o f the local advantages ivhich the coast 
o f Cochinchina possessed. He seems to have been ivell 
aivare that if France Avas once permitted to occupy this neck 
o f land, she Avould thereby be enabled to secure to herself a



I

A  small island called Callao, situatcxl at the distance o f about 
thirty miles to the southward o f Turon bay, was also included 
in the territory to be ceded, d’his island completely com­
mands the entrajice o f the main branch o f the river on which 
F ai-foo, the ancient mart for foreign commerce, is situated; 
and is completely inaccessible on every side but that which 
faces the mouth o f this river. Here a small but a fertile and 
well-watered valley opens upon a bay, wherein ships o f any 
size may lie at anchor in perfect security.

m
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permanent establishment in the East, in fact, the peninsular 
promontory o f Turon (or Hansan) is to Cochinchina Avhat 
Gibraltar is to Spain; with this dih'erenee in favour o f the 
former that, to its impregnability, it adds the very important 
advantage o f a convenient port and harbour, securely shel­
tered from all winds and at all seasons o f the year, possessing 
every requisite for a, grand naval station, where ships can at 
all times refresh and rcht, and where abundant rills o f clear 
fresh water iertilize the numerous vallies Avhich open upon 
the shores o f the bay. Near a small island, connected with 
the peninsida by a neck o f land Avhich is uncovered at low 
water, ships o f any magnitude might conveniently be hove 
down and careened ; and opposite to it, on the peninsula, is 
a sufficient extent o f level surface for a small town, with a 
naval arsenal, and magazines o f ever}’ description : the whole 
capable o f being rendered perfectly defensible by a handful 
o f men. : fâ

The views o f France in fixing upon this part o f the coast, 
which arc obvious indeed from the whole tenor o f the above-
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mcjitioned treatjs were evident])? direeted to the building and 
eqiiij)mcnt o f a naval force that should one day ovei'awe our 
territorial possessions in the East; and it is by no means cer­
tain that the attempt will not be renewed, and that Imperial 
France may not accomplish what Monarchical France had 
only in contemplation. 'Incir complete exclusion from the 
coasts o f liindostan will render that o f Cochinchina the more
inviting, especially as from this station our valuable trade to
China, as well as our possessions in India, may most ef- 
lectually be injured and annoyed. But independent o f the 
mischiet Avhich the possession o f this place might enable an 
active enemy to meditate against our concerns in the East, 
the advantages, on the other hand, which it holds out to our 
naval and commercial interests in this }>art o f the world
ought, alone to entitle it to a higher degree o f considcra-
lion than has yet been bestowed on it. 1 would not 
here be understood as sj)eaking o f this part o f  Cochinchina 
in a colonial or territorial point o f vicAV. We may perhaps 
already possess as many colonies as Ave can Avell maintain, 
and as much territory as is rendered useful to the state; but 
Ave never can have too many points o f security for our com­
merce, nor too many places o f convenience and accommoda­
tion for our shipping. To dAvell upon the necessity o f keep- 
ing up our commerce, and the policy o f adding facilities to 
the distribution of the fruits o f our productiAX industry, 
Avould be AA'holly suj)erfluous. The loss o f commerce must 
inevitably be folloAved liy the loss o f that rank Avhich England 
at present holds in the scale o f nations. France, havina: a 
larger territmy in proportion to its population, perhaps gene­
rally speaking, a more favourable climate, a more fertile soil,
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and more varied productions, may be excused when she af­
fects to despise foreign commerce, and to speak willi contempt 
o f the nation Avho depends solely on its support. The 
miseries, the misfortunes, and the devastations, however oc­
casioned in such a country, may certainl}' be repaired without 
the aid o f foreign commerce. But this is not the case wdth 
regard to England. We need only cast a glance at the 
articles with which the numerous large and Avell-stockcd sho])s 
and warehousi's in the capital are stored, at the. multitudes of 
shipping which frc(pient our ports, to make it obvious that the 
national industiy is more employed, and consequently more 
productive, in manufacturing the raw matei'ial o f foreign growth 
than in raising such as are congenial with our ow n climate and 
soil. From Tyburn turnpike or from Hyde Park Corner to 
Whitechapel almost every house is a shop or a w-arehouse, 
and two thirds at least o f these shops and w'arehouses are 
st ored with arti(des o f foreign growth. Any check, therefore, 
to our commercial piospcrity, and to that preponderancy 
which w-e now enjoy in foreign trade, could not foil to 
be attended with the most injurious consequences to the 
country at large. In fact, having advanced perhaps a little 
too far in this career to retreat w ith safety, every exertion 
must now" be made to hold our ow"n, to give protection and 
permanent security to that commerce which has hitherto en­
abled us to measure our strength wdth an enemy as implacable 
as he is pow^erfuk It may be necessary even that the paws ot 
the British Lion should yet be extended— that they should 
grasp every point w"hich may add to the security o f wdiat British 
valour and the industrious and adventurous spirit o f the
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British nation have acquired and annexed to her original 
dominions.

But beside the security which, on the one hand, tlie pos­
session o f the strong peninsula of-Turon would afford to our 
valuable fleets employed in the China trade and, on the 
other, the annoyance it co\dd not fail to give us if in the 
hands o f an active and enterprizing enemy, the important 
advantages which would result to our Indian commerce by 
having in this part o f the Avorld a secure harbour, where 
water and every kind o f refreshment may be proeured, are 
not lightly to be appreciated. Considered in this point of 
view only, if the managefnent o f our China ships Avas less 
dexterous and the means o f preserving the health of the 
crews less efficacious than they really arc, the having o f such 
a port to resort to, in the event o f  a ship being too late in the 
season and caught b}'- the adverse monsoon, Avhich sometimes 
happens, AAX)uld be an invaluable acquisition. Many other 
considerations might be urged in favour o f establishing an 
intercourse Avith Cochinchina,, but I shall at pi'cscnt confine 
the fcAv observations 1 have to make to a brief vicAv o f 
those advantages Avhich the East India Company avouUI clc- 
I’ivc in their commercial concerns Avith China, by establishing 
a factory on the penhisula o f Turon bay.

That the China trade is the most impoi'tant and the most 
advantageous o f the Comj>any's extensive concerns is, I be­
lieve, universally admitted ; and that it is Avorth}’’ o f  high 
consideration in a national point o f vieAv recjuircs but little

I U'l
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proof. It emplo)'S direct from England 20,000 tons o f ship­
ping, and nearly three thousand seamen; it takes oif our 
woollen manufactures and other productions to a very con­
siderable extent; and it brings into the Exchequer an annual 
revenue o f about three millions sterling. It is the grand prop 
o f the East India Company’s credit, and the only branch o f 
their trade from whicli peihaps they may strictly be said to 
derive a real profit, 'fhe reason o f these superior advantages 
is pretty obvious. To India the Company trade as sove­
reigns ; to China as merchants. Yet it is unquestionably true 
that the balance o f the trade between England and Cliina is 
greatly in favour o f the latter, and that this balance is drawn 
from the former in hard money to the amount o f about half a 
million sterling annually. The bullion, however, thus sent out 
for the purchase o f teas is converted into a productive capital, 
and has hitlicrto been replaced with large profit by the con­
tinental nations o f Europe. There is besides a very consider­
able trade carried on by British subjects between India and 
China, the balance o f which is nearly as much against the 
latter as in the other case it is in its favour against England. 
AVith Europe in general the balance of trade remains, how­
ever, greatly in favour o f China; and the Spanish dollars 
which are carried thither to })ay this balance are never again 
returned into circulation, but, being converted into a new 
and totally dift’erent shape, remain locked up in the country. 
In all despotic governments, where the laws arc not sutlicicnt 
for the protection and securit}  ̂ o f property, land and houses 
are considered o f a nature too tangible to represent wealth. 
The ob ject o f every one whose revenues exceed his ex peaces 
is to secure the greatest possible value in the least possible
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space, wliich in the evil day can most conveniently be con­
cealed. In such countries the profits upon trade are usually 
libardcd up in the precious metals. Such, I believe, is pretty 
much the case in India, and still more so in China: the 
latter may therefore be considered as a perpetual sinking fund 
for liuropean specie.

d'his annual drain o f hard money to China is o f the less 
conseciuence to us, so long as, by our supplying the continent 
of Europe with a considerable part o f  the return cargoes, with 
our manufactures, and the })roduce o f  our colonies, the metals 
which arc dug out o f the mines o f Potosi shall ultimately find 
their way up the Thames ; oi’, in other words, so long as the 
general balance o f trade o f the whole world shall remain in favour 
o f England. Notwithstanding, however, this may be the case 
at present, it woidd still be a desirable object to accomplish 
an cqualikiation o f the trade between this country and China, 
and thereby put a stoj) to the annual drain o f specie required 
by the latter. An intimate connection Avith Cochinchina 
would, in my opinion, go a great way towards effecting this 
object. This country furnishes many valuable articles suit­
able for the China market, aud would open a new and A'ery 
considerable vent for many o f our manufactures ; and its 
situation in the direct route from England to China is an un­
exceptionable consideration. The forests o f Cochinchina 
produce, for instance, a variety o f scented woods, as the 
rose Avood, eagle Avood, and sandal AÂ ood; all o f  Avhieh are 
highly acceptable in the China market, and bear most ex-

The Cochinchinese cinnamon, though o f
a coarse grain aud a strong pungent flavour, is prefeiTed by
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tlie Chinese to that o f Ceylon. It is said to be a species o f  ̂
Cassia, and not o f the Laurus. For rice there is a never- 
failing demand in the populous city o f Canton, and sugar 
and pepper are equally acceptable; all o f which are most 
abundantly jjroduced in the fertile vallics o f Cochinchina. 
The price o f sugar at Turon was about three dollars for 
133 lb., o f pepper six or eight dollars for the same quantity, 
and o f rice only half a dollar. To these productions may be 
added the areca nut, cardamoms, ginger, and other spices; 
swallows’ nests, which arc collected in great abundance on 
tlie large cluster o f islands running parallel Avith the coast, 
and known in the charts l)y the name o f \he P a ra ce ls ; the 
Pyichos do M a r , or sea-snakes, more properly sea-slugs, and 
usually called Trepan  in commercial language, which Avith 
sharks’ fins, M oluscas or sea-blubbers, and other marine pro­
ducts o f a gelatinous quality Avhether animal or vegetable, 
are at all times in demand by the Chinese. It furnishes 
besides many other valuable products, as gum lac, camboge, 
indigo, elephants’ teeth, cotton, and raAv silk; and there 
seemed to be no Avant in the country o f gold, silver, and 
copper. The hilts o f the officers’ swords and the clasps of 
their belts Avere generally made o f silver, but we frequently 
obser\ ed them o f solid gold. 11 is said, indeed, that a very 
rich gold mine has lately been discovered near l in e ,  the 
3iorthern capital. Silver is brought to market in bars about 
five inches long, in value about eleven Spanish dollars.

\
All these articles, so Avell adapted for the China market, 

might be taken by us in exchange for fire arms and ammuni­
tion, swords, cutlery and various manufactures in iron and
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 ̂ steel, light woollen cloths, camblets, Manchester cottons, 
coarse Bengal muslins, naval stores, opium, and a few other 
drugs. Articles o f this nature, when carried to the ports o f 
Cochinchina, have usually been disposed o f at an advance o f 
from 20 to 30 per cent., and their value paid for in ingots 
o f  silver.

There is another consideration which renders the possession 
o f  a port on the coast o f Cochinchina, or,at least a factory in 
some o f them, extremely desiralile for the concerns o f  the 
East India Company. Itd s  well known that the Chinese 
government has more than once intimated a design o f  ex­
cluding foreign traders altogether from their ports, and very 
serious apprehensions have been entertained in consequence 
o f it. In such an e\̂ ent, the trade might still l:>c carried on, - 
and perhaps with advantage, by means o f Chinese junks 
bringing cargoes o f tea and silks to Turon bay, or other parts 
o f the coast; thus avoiding the exorbitant duties levied at 
Canton on foreign vessels. But if in such case, we should 
have no establishment within the limits o f Chinese navigation, 
the Spaniards at Manilla, the Portuguese at Macao, and the 
Dutch at Batavia, would be put into the possession o f the 
whole commerce carried on by Chinese junks, and England 
would become in a great degree dependent on them for th e . 
share they might be disposed to allow her in their respective 
ports.

If, however, the Cochinchinese should not be disposed to 
cede any part o f the coast or adjacent islands to a foreign 
power, which, after the fortunate turn o f affairs in favour o f
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the legitimate sovereign, v̂iU in all probability be the case, 
we might still derive important advantages from a mere com­
mercial intercourse. The timber alone Avhich this country is 
capable o f supplying, suitable for the purposes o f building 
ships, is an object highly deserving the consideration o f go­
vernment. The docks o f Bombay and those intended to be 
established on Prince o f Wales’s Island must rest their de­
pendence on a suppl}'- o f teak and other timber on very pre­
carious grounds. T|' in the former it be intended to encourage 
the building o f ships o f the line, it may be doubted whether, in 
a few years hence, the whole o f the Malal^ar coast will afford 
a suiheient supply to keep a single ship on the stocks o f 
seventy-four guns. Even now the greater part o f what is 
valuable is exhausted, and such as would be fit for building 
large ships o f war is not procurable without very considerable 
difficulties and delay. Equally precarious is the supply o f 
teak timber,, which is floated down the river Ayenvaddy fiom 
the dominions o f Ava or, as it has lately been called, the 
Birman empire. Yet this is the grand source from whence 
the supplies are meant to be drawn for the docks o f Prince 
o f Wales’s Island. We have little, however, to trust to or to 
hope from the favourable disposition o f the government o f 
Rangoon. The French have obtained here, as w-ell as in 
every other part o f Eastern India, a decided supeiiority o f 
influence beyond all other Europeans; and they Avill not fail 
to exert it to the utmost, in order to render nugatory our 
grand scheme o f increasing our navy by establishing docks 
for building at Prince o f Wales’s Island, which they would 
most effectually accomplish by shutting up the Ayerwaddy
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The river Sai-gong, usually called Cambodia, iioAviug into 
the sea at the southern extremity o f  Cochinchina, runs 
through inexhaustible forests o f stately trees, possessing every 
quality requisite for naval architecture, such as teak, iron- 
wood” (Siideroxi/lon), and poon {Callophyllum) ; the last o f 
which grows tall and straight as the Norwa}’’ fir or the larch, 
and is extremely well adapted foi” ships’ masts. In the forests 
o f ♦’Cochinchina are also ebony (Diosperos), cedars, mimosas, 
walnuts, and indeed most o f the timber trees that grow in 
India, líòwn this magniiicent river all kinds o f timber might 
be brought to Prince o f Wales’s Island, almost as conveniently 
as from Ilano'oon.o t

flaving thus briefly stated some o f  the important advan­
tages Avhich an intimate connection Avith Cochinchina might 
be expected to produce, the next point to be decided is the 
mode in Avhich such a connection Avould most effectually be 
established. With this vieAv it may not be amiss to inquire 
Avhether any, and Avhat, steps have hitherto been taken for the 
accomplishment o f so desirable a purpose. The first at­
tempt to open a friendly intercourse Avith this country appears 
to have been made by Mr. Hastings, in the year 1778, Avhen, 
on his receiving some favourable representations o f the ad­
vantages that Avould probably result from such a measure, he 
Avas induced to give permission to a mercantile house to send 
a couple o f ships laden Avith merchandise, entrusting, at the

7
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same time, a sort o f demi-diplomatic commission o f a piiblic 
nature to a gentleman connected in the firm o f the house. 
AVI latever the moth'es were which intiuenced the conduct of 
Mr. Hastings in this instance, the result o f the mission might 
easily iiave been foreseen. 'J'he character o f merchant is 
here, as well as in China, held in very low esteem, and the 
government is equally jealous o f admitting an indiscriminate 
introduction o f foreigners into its ports. How much soever, 
thereibre, the monopolizing system o f the East India Com­
pany may be deprecated, and the wisdom o f that j)olicy 
(juestioned whicli prohibits English ships from doubling I;he 
Cape o f Good Hope, Avhilst those under the flags o f every 
other nation profit by such restriction, I am decidedly ot 
opinion that the trade to China and to Cochinchina ought 
never to be thrown open to individual merchants. The 
Chinese, in particular, are so averse to their subjects trading 
promiscuously with foreigners, that the government appoints 
an united body o f merchants who exclusively are allowed 
tp deal with strangers ; and one o f whom is obliged to be­
come security for the fair dealing and the good conduct 
o f  the Captain and crew  o f  every ship which visits the 
port o f Canton. All trade is considered by these nations as 
a species o f gambling, in which the number ot foul players 
far exceeds the number o f those who play fair. 'J’hc tempta­
tions indeed o f large profits, Avhich commerce sometimes pre­
sents, are difficult to be resisted ; and when individual interest 
comes in competition with the public service, the latter is very 
apt to give way to the former. Hence, without adopting the 
illiberality o f the Chinese maxim, the impolicy Is obvious o f 
committing the affairs o f govermneut into the liands o f those

V y
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who are in any shape connected with the concerns o f trade, 
However honourable a merchant may be in his dealings, he 
cannot be responsible lor the good conduct o f a whole ship’s 
company ; nor, with the cargo which he transfers to the 
management o f another, can he transfer at the same time 
character and principle, liut independent o f the frauds and 
tricks that are too frequently connected with trade, there is 
something in a commercial intercourse which is inconsistent 
with diplomatic agency. There is every reason to believe 
that all those employed on Mr. Hastings’ mission con­
ducted themselves with a proper degree o f forbearance, and 
circumspection; yet, having called at diifercnt ports on the 
coast o f Cochinchina, and traded with diifercnt parties then 
struggling for the government of-the country, they were sus- 
pccU'd by all o f them, and were unfortunately drawn into 
actual hostilities with the ruling power at I lt ié , where they 
had a narrow escape from harving their vessel seized, and 
themselves in all jn'obability put to death ; and although they 
were obliged to leave behintl them unsold a part o f their 
merchandize, they contrived to bring away a large sum o f 
specie or bullion in ingots o f silver. An intei’csting nai’rative 
o f llie whole transaction is published- in the Asiatic Annual 
Kegister for the year 1801.

'Hie second and last attempt to open a public intercourse 
with Cochinchina was made about two years ago, when, 
from representations communicated to the Directors o f the 
J'last India Company of the advantages which might be de­
rived from 'a connection with this country, and o f the fa- 
voural)le disposition o f its present Sovereign to-wards the
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Eno-lish nation, from Avhich reasonable hopes o f success 
inio'ht be entertained, a resolution was taken by the Court 
to send back to China one o f its servants, who had re­
tired from the factory at Canton, with instructions to pro­
ceed from that port on a. secret mission to the King of 
Cochinchina. 'I'his gentleman, on his arrival at Canton, 
finding the state o f his health would not permit him to 
0-0 through the fatigue o f a vovage to Cochinchina, trans- 
ferred his instructions to one o f the supracargoes in the 
Company’s employ at that factory, who lost no time in 
proceeding to the Court o f Cochinchina. The King saw 
him, it is true, but received him in so cool and distant a 
manner as to point out very clearly that the shorter he made 
Ins visit the more agreeable it would be to the Cochinchinese 
government. In fact, he found the Sovereign Caung-sJiung 
completely surrounded by Frenchmen; and as he knew no­
thing himself o f the language o f the country, nor had any 
one Avith him avIio did, every proposition he had to oifer, 
and every explanation regarding his mission, Avere necessarily 
made through the French missionaries. That these men are 
but little disposed to be friendly to the English nation might 
have been knoAvn Avithout sending to Cochinchina for the in­
formation, and the consequence of making overtures through 
them to the King easily foreseen. The A-ery reserved, not to 
say contemptuous, conduct o f every one about the Court to 
the Company’s Ambassador makes it probable that the pio- 
posals he had to offer on the part o f his employers were 
Avholly misrepresented: they might indeed be interpreted^by 
the French into insults. The conclusion drawn by the East 
India Company from the complete failure o f this mission, is

Y Y 2
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that the King o f Cochinchina is not favourabl}’- disposed to­
wards tlic English nation.

f

Ihe c.oiiccthess o f this conclusion may, however, in my 
opinion fairly be called in question. However well qualified 
the gentleman might be who was sent on this embassy, in every 
lespect except in his not knowing a single character o f the 
Avrittcn or one syllable o f  the spoken language, the Avant o f the 
indispensable means o f communication seems quite sufficient 
to have rendered the object o f the mission completely abortive. 
As far as the joint testimonies o f several English gentlemen, 
who a few years ago were at the Cochinchinese Court, and 
of French officers in the service o f that Court, can be allowed 
to have weight— as far as any confidence is to be jilaced in 
professions declared in iniblic ed icts-as far as actions may 
be considered to dcvelope sentiments— and as far as we were 
enabled to judge o f  the disposition o f the people during our 
stay at Tnron, 1 should be inclined to conclude that the con­
trary is the case, and that neither the King o f Cochinchina 
nor the people would be in the smallest degree averse 
to an intimate connection with the English, jirovided 
suitable overtures were made to tliem in ii direct manner 
from the Ihitish government, and not throiigli those French­
men to whom the Sovereign owes so many personal obliga- 
lions, eor through the medium o f  the East India Company. 
W here the prejudices o f the people will not admit o f  any 
lononrable distinction being annexed to the profession o f 

merchant, whilst the utmost deference is paid to a roval 
commission, official rank and literary accpiirements, it 
IS neither politic nor expedient to fly in the face o f
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opinions so long and so deeply rooted. I have heard it 
was once in contemplation, shortly after the truce o f Amiens, 
to follow up the communication with the Couit o f Pekin, so 
favourably opened by the Earl o f Macartney, witli a splendid 
embassy to proceed from the Governor-General o f Bengal. 
Those who flattered themselves with the successful issue o f 
such a measure must have known little o f the temper and 
character o f the Chinese government. 1 have no hesitation 
in saying, that all the splendour and magnificence o f the East, 
unless accompanied by a royal commission, would not have 
secured for the Ambassador more respect and consideration 
than the fine velvet dresses trimmed with broad gold lace 
were able to procure for M ynheers Titsing  and Van Braam . 
Mithout such a commission, the great Bahadur fi’om Bengal, 
like these two compliant Dutchmen, would infallibly incur 
the risk o f being lodged in a stable. Whether, therefore, it 
may be found advisable to keep up the communication with 
the Court o f Pekin, or endeavour to establish an intercourse 
with the Cochinchincse, it will in either case be politic and 
expedient that the Ambassador be furnished with the King’s 
commission,, and that he proceed on his mission, in a King’s 
ship.

The state o f the commerce o f Cochinchina, in the year 1793, 
did not appear to be an object o f much importance to any 
country. The late revolution and the unsettled state o f aflairs 
that for many years had prevailed in this unfortunate country 
could not fail to interrupt the pursuits o f agriculture and o f com­
merce. A few Chinese junks that annually arrived at F ai-foo, an 
accidental neutral ship or English under neutral colours frojn
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Europe, and one or two country ships from India, with as many 
I’ ortugueze fj om INIacao freighted with the refuse o f goods 
sent out to the China market, constituted then the extent o f 
its trade. But under its present settled government, so fertile 
a country, situated in so fine a climate, will speedily re­
cover its once flourishing state. What the extent o f its com­
merce was, not many years ago, may partly be collected 
fiom the accounts o f the early European navigators. In the 
extraordinary piratical voyage o f ISIendez Pinto, rvho sailed 
for India in 1537, an account is given o f the proceedings o f 
his comrade, Antonio de Faria, along the coast o f Cochin- 
china. “  After passing Pulo Campello, an island in fourteen 
“ • degrees and twenty minutes, they came,” says he, “  to 
“  Pulo Capas, where a fleet o f forty great ĵunks o f  two or 
“  three decks a-piece was seen in the river Boralho (\^arella 
“  in the charts), which Faria had scut to discover; and after 
“  that another fleet, seeming two thousand sail great and 
“  small, and a Availed toAvn o f some ten thousand houses.” 
In fact, just before the late rebellion in Cochinchina, íavo  

hundred Chinese junks are said to have traded annually to 
F ai-foo, Avhich in all probability was the Availed toAvn o f 
Faria. The decline o f the Chinese trade and naA'iuation to 
Cochinchina may in part be atti ibuted to the grand change 
Â diich Avas occasioned in the commercial relations o f coun-* 
tries situated in the eastern hemisphere by the discoA'ery o f 
a passage to them round the Cape o f Good H op e ; but it is 
also probable that the ojjeration o f another poAverful cause 
contributed, in no small degree, to drive the industrious 
Chinese from their ancient channels o f trade. The com­
mander o f every Portugueze, Spanish and Dutch ship,

7
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which doubled the Cape o f Good Hope, conceived himself 
a\ithorized to capture or to plunder all vessels that came in 
his way, whether navigated by Arabs, IMalays, or Chinese. 
His voyage to the East he considered as a sort o f crusade in 
which, under his piratical commission, he waged war with 
the peaceable natives as infidels and pagans. The Chinese 
junks being the most richly laden were, on that account, the 
most liable to be pillaged. The master or owner was usually 
thrown' overboard for a heretic, because he did not im­
mediately fall down before the cross; and though perfectly 
innocent o f having refused Avhat Avas required o f him, his 
ignorance entitled him to no consideration. Such a conduct, 
systematically pursued, drove at length the timid Chinese 
from their usual trading voyages ; and I am sorry to obseri e 
that the early navigators o f our oAvn country were not by any 
means exempt from disgraceful acts o f this nature,,and in 
some instances were guilty o f most umvarrantable and un­
necessary cruelties towards this- inoffensive people: I'licre is
in the records o f the English factory, which was established 
at Bantam in the reign o f Queen Elizabeth, an account of the 
execution o f a Chinese after having been condemned to death in 
a summary manner, Avithout any trial, the particulars o f Avhich 
arc marked Avith features o f such horrid barbarity as to render 
it almost incredible. The Avholc transaction, hoAvever, is 
minutely described in Mr. Scott’s narrative, Avho Avas chief of 
the English factory at the time ; and as he appears to be 
ambitious o f being thought an able and expert executioner, 
it Avould not be doing justice to the reputation o f Mr. Scott 
to give it in any Avords but his OAvn. “  We tortured him,” 
says he, “  because Avhen Ave had laiddoAvn the iron he denied

Ilia
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“  a ll; bill, being tortured, made a second confession. The 
“  next morning I sent him to execution. As he went out o f 
“  our gates the Javans (who do much rejoice when they see 

a Chinese go to execution, as also the Chinese do when 
“  they see a Javan go to his death) reviled him; but he 
“  would answer again, saying. The Englishmen were rich 

and the Chinese poor, therefore why should they not steal 
from the English if they could ? The next day the Admiral 

“  (Sir .lames Lancaster) took another o f  them, and sent him 
“  to me, who knew there was but one way with him, and 

therefore he resolved with himself not to confess anv thin»- 
“  to us. He -was found hid in a privj', and this was he that 
“  put fire to our house. He was a goldsmith, and confessed 
“  to the Admiral he had clipped many rials, and also coined 
“  some counterfeits : some things he confessed to him con- 
“  cerning our matter, but not m uch; but he would tell m 
“  nothing. herefore, because o f his sullenness, and that 
“  it was he that fired us, I caused him to be burned under 

the nails o f his thumbs, fingers, and toes, with sharp hot 
irons, and the nails to be tore o i l ; and because he never 

“  blinked at that, we thought that his hands and legs had 
“  been numbed with tying, wherefore we burned him in the 
“  hands, arms, shoulders, and neck, but all was one with 

him : then we burned him quite through the hands, and 
w'ith ras])s of iron tore out the flesh and sinews. After that 

“  ] caused them to knock the edges o f his shin bones with 
“  hot scaring irons ; then I caused cold screws o f iron to be 
“  screwed into the bones o f his arms, and suddenly to be 

snatched o u t ; after that, all the bones o f his fingers and 
toes to be broken with pincers : yet for all this he never



C O C H I N C H I N A . 353
s h e d  t e a r ,  n o  n o r  o n c e  t u r n e d  h is  h e a d  a s id e ,  n o r  s t ir r e d  

h a n d  n o r  f o o t ; b u t  w h e n  w e  d e m a n d e d  a n y  q u e s t i o n ,  h e  

w o u l d  p u t  h is  t o n g u e  b e t w e e n  h is  t e e t h ,  a n d  s t r ik e  h is  c h in  

u p o n  h is  k n e e s  t o  b i t e  i t  o f f .  W h e n  a l l  t h e  e x t r e m i t y  Ave 

c o u l d  u s e  Avas b u t  h r A'-ain, 1 c a u s e d  h im  t o  b e  p u t  fa s t  in  

ir o n s  a g a i n ;  A vhen  t h e  a m it s  o r  a n t s ,  A vh ich  d o  g r e a t ly  

a b o u n d  t h e r e ,  g o t  in t o  h is  w o u n d s  a n d  t o f m e n t e d  h im  

AAmrse t h a n  aa' b  h a d  d o n e ,  a s  Ave m i g h t  Avell s e e  b y  h is  

g e s t u r e .  T h e  K i n g ’ s o f f i c e r s  d e s i r e d  m e  h e  m i g h t  b e  s h o t  

t o  d e a t h .  I t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  Avas t o o  o 'o o d  a  d e a t h  f o r  s u c hO
a  A u lla in ; a n d  s a id  m o r e ,  t h a t  i f ,  in  o u r  c o u n t r ie s ,  a  g e n t l e ­

m a n  o r  a  s o l d i e r  h a d  c o m m i t t e d  a  f a c t  AAmrthy o f  d e a t h ,  

t h e n  h e  A\ms s h o t  t o  d e a t h ,  a n d  j ’ e t  h e  Avas b e f r i e n d e d  t o o  : 

b u t  they h e ld  i t  t o  b e  t h e  c r u e l l e s t  a n d  b a s e s t  t le a th  t h a t  is . 

W h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  b e i n g  v e r y  i m p o r t u n a t e ,  in  t h e  e v e n in g  

Ave l e d  h im  in t o  t h e  f ie ld s  a n d  m a d e  h im  fa s t  t o  a  s t a k e .  

'F h e  f ir s t  s h o t  c a r r i e d  aA vay a  p i e c e  o f  h is  a r m , b o n e  a n d  

a l l .  T h e  n e x t  s h o t  s t r u c k  h im  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r e a s t  u p  n e a r  

t o  t h e  s h o u l d e r ; t h e n  h e ,  h o l d i n g  doA vn  h is  h e a d ,  l o o k e d  

u p o n  t h e  AA'Oitnd. T h e  t h ir d  s h o t  t h a t  Avas m a d e  o n e  o f  

o u r  m e n  h a d  c u t  a  b u l l e t  in  t h r e e  p a r t s ,  Avhich  s t r u c k  u [ ) o n  

h is  b r e a s t  in  a  t r ia n g le ,  A v h e rca t h e  f e l l  d o w n  a s  l o w  a s  t h e  

s t a k e  A v ou k l g i v e  h im  l e a v e : b u t ,  b e t w e e n  o u r  m e n  a n d  

t h e  F le m in g s ,  t h e y  s h o t  h im  a l m o s t  a l l  t o  p i e c e s  b e f o r e  

“  t h e y  l e f t  h im .”

I f  t h e n  E n g l i s h m e n ,  AAdio Avith a l l  t h e ir  v i c e s  h a v e  a t  a ll  

t i m e s  a n d  in  a ll p l a c e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e ir  c h a r a c t e r  f o r  h u ­

m a n i t y ,  c o u l d  b e  g u i l t y  o f  s u c h  e x c e s s iv e  b a r b a r i t y  toA va rds 

u n p r o t e c t e d  s t r a n g e r s ,  Avho a m o n g  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  E a s t

a z
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mil}' he compared with the .Jews o f the ^\'es(, M'liat may rve 
DOt supjx)se their treahneut to liave l)een by those Europeans 
Avlio have little claim to such a charactei' ? No rvonder then 
that their ships o f commerce have been chased, by the teri-or 
o f such outi’ageous proceedings, from off the ocean. But 
though their trade mav, fi'om this and other causes, have 
])ecn diverted from its usual channel, and {rrobably much 
diminished, yet it lias not wholly been annihilated. T'hat 
part o f it whose object was to seek, among the clusters o f 
islands which skirt the coast o f Cochinchina, an article o f 
luxury in very high demand in China, the Trepan  or Bichos 
(la M e r  o f rvliich I have already spoken, soon discovered a 
fertile source in another quarter o f the East which for 
many years has been conducteil wholly unknown to Eu­
ropeans, notwithstanding their researches in almost every 
part ot those seas. Captain Flinders, who wnis sent out in the 
Investigator on a voyage o f discovery, in skirting the north­
ern coast o f New Holland with the view o f exploring the 
gulph o f Carpentaria, fell in w'ith, very unexpectedly, at the 
liottom of this gulph, six Malay proas from Alacassar, rvhose 
object it seemed was to procure cargoes o f sea-slugs or, as 
Captain Flinders calls them, sea-cucumbers, lie  learned 
liom the cliief o f the squadron that they were a part only o f 
sixt}  ̂ sail, Avith Avhich he had made an aimual A oyage for this 
sole purpose regularly for the last tvA^nty years. These 
cargoes, it ajApeared, he carried to the island o f Timor, 
Avherc he was met by Chinese traders Avho, after purchasing 
the cargoes, transhipped them into their OAvn junks and carried 
them to the southern ports o f China. The price paid for theni 
by the Chinese to the Malays Avas twenty Spanish dollars the
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p eciil, Aveigliiiig 133I pounds Englisl). It was calculated that 
one thousand slugs on an average weighed a pecul, and that 
one hundred pcculs were e(|ual to the cargo o f a proa. It ap­
peared also that, for the purpose o f navigating the vessels and 
collecting the animal, each proa was recpiired to carry from 
sixteen to eighteen mem Some are employed in detaching 
them from the rocks; some in splitting them open, Avashing 
in fresh water and boiling them ; and others in collecting green 
wood, in the smoke o f which they are dried pretty much in 
the same manner as our red herrings are usually prepared.

That the Chinese do not themselves procccxl to the coast 
o f New Holland and collect the Trepan is no proof o f their 
ignorance o f the navigation o f this coast. It appears, on the 
contraiy, that they are Avell acijuaintcd with tlic disadvan­
tages Avith Avhich such a voyage Avould be attended, by the 
necessary and unavoidable protraction o f a Avhole monsoon or 
six months. It may besides be fairly questioned whether, from 
their aversion to cold Avatcr A\hich in another work I have 
had occasion to notice, they Avere ever themselves the iishers 
for these animals, at the time they resorted for them to the 
coast o f Cochinchina, as divers not much less expert than 
those AAdio, on the coast o f Ceylon, desceml for the pearl 
muscle, or oyster as it is usually supposed to b(', are equally 
required to detach the slugs from the rocks to Avhich they 
adhere at the bottom of the sea.

T h e r e  c a n  b e  l i t t le  d o u b t ,  i n d e e d ,  th a t  th e  C h in e s e  a r e  

n n d  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  a c q u a i n t e d  Avitli e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  

I 'la s te r n  Avorld ; a n d  t h a t  in  a n c i e n t  t im e s ,  w h i le  th e  g r e a t e r

7. z 2
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})ortion o f Europe was 3’’et in a state o f barbarous ignorance, 
this extraordinaiy people was carrying on an extensive coni- 
inerce in the Eastern hemisphere, and navigating their ships 
far bej'ond the limits within which modern Europeans would 
coniine their vo^xiges. their early knowledge o f the
peculiar qualities o f the magnet, and their aj^plication o f 
those qualities to the jmrposcs o f navigation, they possessed 
advantages which no other nation that we arc acquainted 
with on the face o f the globe had the good fortune to cnjo}% 
till in later ages. When Vasco dc Gama encountered the 
Mahommedans on the coast o f Africa, who in those daj ŝ 
were the most enlightened ])co])le in manj’̂ o f  the sciences, 
they had their charts, and their astrolabes, and their astro­
nomical tables; but thej  ̂had no compass. That the Arabs 
liad it not at that time, and that it did not originate with 
themselves, nor was borrowed by them from any nation in 
the East, may almost safely be infcired from the name it still 
bears in their language, Fd B oim ola , and from its European 
form. It has appeared to many an extraordinary and an unac­
countable circumstance that, if the Chinese, who are known 
to have traded with the Arabs, had been in the ])ractice o f 
using it, the latter should neglect availing themselves o f  an 
instrument which conferred on navigation such incalculable 
advantages. It is not, however, by any means impossible 
that the Arabians, learned and ingenious as they undoubtedly 
were, might have long continued a very intimate connection 
Avith the Chinese, Avithout discovering the virtues o f the mag­
netic needle. In the first place, the Chinese are not a com­
municative people: they carry Avith them their national 
contempt o f foreigners Avherever they go, avoiding all familiar

. >
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intercourse beyond -\vliat may be necessary for attaining the 
object o f their pursuit. Secondly, a Cliincse navigator not 
only considers the magnetic needle as a guide to direct his 
track through the ocean, but is persuaded that the spirit by 
Avhich its motions are influenced is the guardian deity o f his 
vessel; and, conformably with this opinion, the sacred instru­
ment is abvays, wlicn in port, carefully shut up in the little ca­
binet on the sternjjart o f the shij), in which the other sanctified 
utensils o f his religion are deposited, and from which he is al- 
Avays anxious to eiclude strangers. With ecpial can; is the mag­
netic needle guarled Avhen the vessel is ready to depart from 
port, and for a reason.still better grounded than on its sacrod 
character. When a voyage is once determined and the 
direct course tO' the intended port ascertained, the compass 
box is placed in sand in such a position that the character 
denoting the quarter o f the horizon in Avhich the port lies
may coincide Avi 
this coincidence 
course ; and it is 
stances, to presi

1 the direction o f the needle. So long as 
’ continues, the ship Avill be on her right 
the object o f the pilot, under all circum- 
rve this position as nearly as possible and 

to note doAvn th(I deviations from it, in order, by making the 
proper alloAvanc ;s, to bring the ship again into the right 

erefore, o f the utmost importance that no 
approach the place in Avhich the compass 

In the third place, it may be observed 
nature o f the magnetic needle, that the most 

scrupulous examination could nev’er enable the most in­
genious mechanic to make another irom it, unless he had a 
previous knowleilge o f communicating the magnetic quality

course. It is, tl 
intruders should
box is arrangée
that such is the
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to iron ; and independent o f the backwavdiess o f the Chinese 
to she\v their inveiitions to strangers, we nky easily imagine 
that tlie Cliinese mariner was equally ignorailt o f the nature and 
prineiples o f magnetism with the Arab. Besijles, it ean searcely 
be su})posed that the proud and haughty Arabian, jduming 
himself in his superior skill in astronomieil scienee and, by 
the use o f his charts and his astrolabe, able to find his M’ay 
through the pathless ocean, would regarcB with any other 
feeling than that o f disdain the little iisignificant rusty 
needle o f the Chii’.cse, swinging on its pivo;, and surrounded 
with circles, signs, and hieroglyphics; and that in all pro­
bability he would consider it only as a part o f the religious 
lumber which a foolish superstition had rcncibred sacred, and 
with -which his little cabin is gcncrall}’' encunjbered.

d’hat the use o f the mawoetic needle amoi
o f a very remote antiquity, 1 have had oobasiou to notice

sr the Chinese is

idcr to be alone 
other -argument 

magnetic needle.

elsew'liere; aiul I again repeat, wiiat I con 
sufficient to establish the fact,' that if imy 
were wanting to pro\e the originality o f the 
as used in China, for the purposes o f naviga ion, the circum­
stance o f their having engrafted on it their nost ancient and 
favourite system o f mythology, the'ir constellitions and cycles 
and, in short, the abstract o f the elements 
astrology, goes a «treat wav towards settl 
a people so remarkably tenacious o f ancidjit custom, and 
thinking so very meanly o f all other natio|is, would never 
have submitted to incorporate their rooted Superstitions, by 
engraving on its margin the sacred and mj^stieal characters o f

of their judicial 
hat point; that
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Fo-sJiec, with an instrument o f recent introduction and bar­
barian invention.

I have been induced to say thus much on the subject of 
the Chinese compass, from knowing that an objection has 
been urged against some former remarks I had occasion to 
offer Avith the view o f proving, if not its oi-iginality, at least 
its great antiquity. 'J'his objection Avas taken on the ground, 
that if the C’ljincse had Iaccii in the constant use o f siu-h 
an instrument in or before tlie ninth century, Avhen they 
carried on an extensive trade Avith the gulph o f Persia, it 
must necessarily li:\ve been knoAvn to, and if known Avould 
certainly have been adopted b}', the Arabian navigators; 
Avhereas these people Avere entirely ignorant, as before ob­
served, o f the polarit}' o f the magnetic needle, Avhen Vasco 
de Gama first led the Avay into the Oriental Ocean.

I have only farther to observe AA’ith regard to the import­
ance o f the commerce Avith Cochinchina, that if the Chinese, 
before being chased by Europeans from the ocean, and before 
the calamitous state o f this country occasioned by rebellion 
and usurpation, could employ in it many hundreds o f their 
largest junks, there is cvciy reason to suppose tliat Great 
Britain, b}’- proper address and management, might succeed 
in reviving and conducting this extensive commercial inter­
course Avhich ancientlj'^ subsisted between the two countries, 
and Avhich, under the present vigorous goA'ernment o f Cochin- 
china, could not fail to rise to as high a pitch as it ever 
reached at any former period.

’la
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The beneficial cftects produced on the sick in the squadron 
by the plentiful supplies o f fresh provisions, fruit, good water, 
a clear sk}̂  and a dry atmosphere, soon enabled us to proceed 
on our voyage. Accordingly on the l6th June Ave set sail 
from Turon bay, and on the 19th came in sight oi the L a -  
drone islands and the continent o f China. Under one of 
these islands we anchored for two days, in order to communi­
cate with the commissioners o f the East India Company at 
M acao; after Avhich Ave made sail for the strait o f Formosa 
and the YelloAV Sea. O f the voyage up this sea, navigated 
for the first time by European ships, and o f our subsequent 
travels on the continent o f China, I have had occasion to 
enter into a detailed account in another volume.

' i .

r;'

£ND OF THE VOYAGE.
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A C C O U N T

JOURNEY TO THE BOOSHUANAS

A fter  passing the Boundary o f  the Colony, the Strength o f  the Expedition is

mustered__They meet with two Bosjesmen on the Desert— With a Dutch

Boor and his Family— Pass the Karree-bergen, and meet a Party o f  armed 
Bosjesmen— Salt Lakes— The Gariep or Orange River— Horde o f  Kora  
Hottentots— Missionary KicherePs K raal— Contrast between the Gospel and  
the M oravian Missionaries— Bosjesmans— Several new Characters join  
the Party— The Iron Mountain— Effect produced on the C om pass-W ild  
Buffalos— Gircffe or Camelopardalis— Source o f  the Kourmanna R i v e r -  
A rriva l o f  a Party o f  Booshuanas from  the King— Mimosa or Umbrella
q'fgg A rriva l at Leetakoo— Interview with the Chief—Situation, Size,

and Population o f  Leetakoo— Some Account o f  the Booshuanas, their 
Character, Possessions, Resources, Amusements, fr e e  and happy Condition, 
Origin, ^ c .— The Barroloos— Slavery unknown in the interior Parts o f  
Southern A frica— The Palla Antelope— Face o f  the Country— Mimosas 
loaded with Nests o f  the gregarious Loxia— The Kokoon apparently a 
Species o f  Qnoo— A  new Species o f  ^ a c h a — Opinion o f  the Ancients 
respecting new Animals incorrect— Return to the Kgurmanna R iver A  
Lion shot while striding over a Hottentot— Booshuana Villages— Patanie—  
Abundance o f  large Game— The Takheits'e, a new Species o f  Antelope or 
Cow— Buffalo hunting— This Creature and the Elephant resent In ju r ie s -
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The latter supposed to bury their D ead— Giraffe hunting— A  large 
Rhinosceros killed— A rriv e  at the Orange R iver , and skirt its Banks to- 
the North-Westward— Pass several Kora Villages— Kok’s K raal— E xtra­
ordinary Character and Adventures o f  one Stephanos, a Polish Creek—  
Expedition against a famous Robber o f  the Name o f  Africaaner— E xtra­
ordinary Flight o f  Locusts— Critical Situation o f  the two Secretaries—  
Pithing o f  Cattle— Decisive Experiments to prove the Fallacy o f  its being 
the most expeditious and least painful M ode o f  slaughtering Cattle— Return  
o f  the Expedition to the Colony.

“  i" !A V iN c received from his Jixcellenc}^ Lieutenant-General 
“  Dundas, acting Governor and Commander in Chief o f the 
“  castle, town, and settlement o f the Cape o f Good Hope, 
“  our credentials and instructions, examined the invoice o f 
“  the several articles intended to be given in exchange for 
“  cattle, and arranged the contents o f  our six waggons, avc 
“  this day,” says Mr. Truter, “  the first o f October 1801, 
“  commenced, under God’s good providence, our long and 
“  interesting journey.” After a minute detail o f every par­
ticular circumstance that occurred and a relation o f theordinary 
events o f such a journey; the names o f the several farms and 
their occupiers where they halted for the night, or for obtain­
ing refreshment or a change o f draught oxen ; the little inter­
ruptions and mortifications they met with, owing to the Avant o f 
punctuality in the boors in bringing their fresh relays o f oxen, 
to the breaking o f axle-trees, yokes, and traces; the diffi­
culty o f ascending U oode Sand K l o o f ;  the impractica­
bility o f passing the JVifsenberg or M ostn ert H ock , which 
compelled them to take the circuitous route over the Ile.v  
Hiver K loof (in their progress through which, Mr. Truter 
observes, they crossed the rapid stream o f the same name
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rushing down its rocky channel no less than seven times); 
tlieir passage o f the B okkeveld , and that comer o f tlie Great 
Karroo or desert between it and the R oggeveld , where the 
absence o f all human habitations compelled them to sleep for 
several nigiits in their tents and waggons ; their ascent, from 
those plains, up the steep and lofty mountains called the 
Roggevefd :— after surmounting these and many other diffi­
culties they arrived, on the evening o f the 14th, on the south 
bank o f the G rea t R ie t  river, opposite the B onteberg , Avhere 
they pitched their tents for the night, the weathei’ being ex­
tremely cold, boisterous and rainy. In this river they caught 
an abundance o f a particular species o f fish, the flavour o f 
which was tolerably g ood ; but the bones being something 
o f the same kind as in the herring, and the fish small, made 
it the less acceptable to hungry travellers. Here also, for 
the first time, they observed the fresh prints o f the paws o f 
a lion.

Pursuing their journey from hence, after crossing tlie river 
several times, they halted at a deserted farm house called the 
G an n a-K raa l, which place had previously been appointed as 
the rendezvous for the escort o f boors that were summoned 
to attend the expedition, as avcII as for the relays o f fresh 
oxen to draw the wawons over the desert. But havins: 
waited here for two days without receiving any intelligence 
either o f the boors or the oxen, they resolved to proceed 
without them ; and accordingly, on the 18th, after ci'ossing 
the K a rree  river, which is here considered to be the boundary 
o f the colony, they made a short day’s journey and encamped
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ibr the night near the B ra kk e fo n te in , where they presently 
liacl the great satisfaction to perceive, at some distance, a 
party o f boors and Hottentots and cattle hastening towards 
them over the plain. Their joy, however, was o f short dura­
tion, and followed by vexation and disappointment; for, on 
examining the oxen, the greater part were found to be very 
young, totally unaccustomed to the yoke, and not a single 
good team could be selected from the whole drove.O

Determined, notwithstanding this grievous disappointment, 
to prosecute the journey they had undertaken, and being 
now advanced beyond the limits o f the colony, it was deemed 
expedient, in the first place, to muster the party, to ascer­
tain the strength o f the expedition, and to prescribe certain 
regulations for their conduct, which were rigidly to be ad­
hered to during the journey before them, whose distance and 
duration were equally uncertain.

The account o f the whole expedition was found to stand 
as follows :

Commissioners.
hlr. Truter, 1 
Mr. Somerville, J 
Mr. Daniell, secretary and draughtsman.
TMr. Borcherds, assistant secretary.
Mr. Scholtz, superintendant o f the waggons.
Seven Dutch lioors, inhabitants o f the Roggeveld.

Making in the whole twelve Christians.
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24 Hottentots and B astard  Hottentots 
4 Slaves

120 Draught oxen 
18 Saddle Horses, and 
20 Large muskets.

“  With the blessing o f God,” observes Mr. Tiniter, “  we 
“  considered these our numbers and our means o f defence 

to be fully sufficient for our protection and preservation; 
and, confiding in his goodness, we launched upon the 
Karroo or desert plains on the 20th October.” Little oc­

curred in their journey over these dreary solitudes to engage 
the attention, except their uncommon sterility, and now and 
then a few quachas or wild horses, a solitary ganshok, an eland, a 
harteheest, or a pair o f ostriches, which might perhaps be ob­
served grazing at a distance, or scouring away to avoid the 
party, Avhen they happened to approach them unperceived. In 
the course o f the third day they passed the ruins o f an earthen 
building o f considerable dimensions, surrounded by a number 
o f demolished huts, which they were informed were the re­
mains o f an establishment attempted to be formed by the two 
gospel missionaries Kicherer and Edwards, under the direction 
o f the society for sending missions into Africa and the East. 
Proceeding slowly till midnight, they halted on the bank o f the 
Sack  river, near which the next morning they observed an­
other kraal or hamlet in ruins, Avhere these missionaries had 
held a temporary residence. At this place two miserable 
looking wretches, o f the tribe o f men usually called Bosjes- 
men by the colonists, perfectly naked, and apparently perish- 

advanced toAvards the encampment, and
7

ing Avith hunger.
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accosted the party in a language wholly unintelligible; but 
the signs they made use o f could not easily be mistaken. 
They gave them something to eat, which, with a little to­
bacco, had an instantaneous effect on their spirits, and caused 
tliem to dance for joy. They were just able to make the 
party understand that their names were Jacob and Jeptha, 
and that they had been disciples o f  the two missionaries 
above-mentioned.

Pursuing their journey over these dreary and desolate 
plains, where few living creatures except a quacha, a harte- 
beest, or an ostrich were occasionally seen browsing at a 
distance, the party anived on the evening o f the 23d at a 
brack or saltish river, where they pitched their tents for the 
night. Here they were again accosted by a solitary Bosjes- 
man, who called himself iVildboy, indicating by signs, for not 
a creature could comprehend the meaning o f a single syllable 
he uttered, that he was extremely hungiy. Having ordered 
as much food to be given to him as was sufficient to satisfy 
t he craving o f his appetite, he stole awa}' in the course o f the 
night, and they saw no more o f him.

At a little distance from the next halting place, the L io n s  
fon tein , one o f the party had the good fortune to shoot a 
quacha o f a larger size than what any o f the boors had ever 
recollected to have seen, o f which Mr. Daniel! made a very 
accurate drawing, it  was the first wild quadruped they had 
procured. In the midst o f so extensive and dreary a desert 
they were not a little surprized, though by no means an un­
usual thing, to meet with a Dutch boor o f the name o f K o k ,
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who, with a waggon and his whole family, his slaves, his 
Hottentots, his cattle and his sheep, w as travelling leisurely 
from the Orange river towards the skirts o f the colony. The 
disinclination o f these people to establish themselves on a 
particular spot, and to live in any sort o f comfort, is very 
remarkable, and can only be explained on the principle o f an 
irresistible charm w’hich unbounded liberty and unrestrained 
possession exert on the human mind, and Avhich operates 
most poAverfully on him wdio has never known the pleasures o f 
social life. It is a well known fact, that numbers o f the French 
officers in America, led by the impulse o f this principle, 
retired into the Indian settlements, threw aside their clothing, 
painted and tatooed their bodies and became, in every 
respect, savages o f a much Avorse description than the natives, 
by uniting with their ncAV condition all the vices o f civilized 
life. To rove about the desert wdlds o f Africa, to harass and 
destroy the harmless natives, to feast on game procured by 
their Hottentots, and to sleep and loiter aAvay the day w’hile 
jolting in his w'aggon, are to the Dutch boor among the 
most exquisite pleasures he is capable o f enjoying. By indo­
lence and gluttony, from the effects o f a good climate and a 
free exposure to air, these people usually grow to a monstrous 
size ; and if suffered to continue their present uncontrolled 
mode of life, they may ultimately give birth to a race ot . Pata­
gonians on the southern extremity o f Africa, not 411161101’ in 
stature to their tall brethren on the opposite coast o f America.

Ill n

mlA '

Continuing their journey on the 28th and 29th over a 
rugged country and a constant succession o f hills, Avhose 
surfaces were strewed Avith a gi’eater abundance o f stones

3 B



a A J O U R N E Y  IN

llian o f veo-etation and on which two or three o f their was:- 
g'ons broke down, they were under the neeessity o f lialting 
on both nights, without finding the least grass or any kind o f 
food for the cattle and Avithout a drop o f Avatcr. Tliis hilly 
part o f the country Avas called b}’- the, boors t h c K m r e e  h e rg e n .  

From the feet o f these hills a plain o f vast extent stretched 
out to the nortliAA'ard, o f a nature altogether different from 
the Karroo desert over Avhich they had just passed ; the latter 
])cing a solid bed o f cla}' on Avhich little vegetation appears, 
except a fcAv straggling Aveak and sickly succulent plants ; 
but the former Avas thickly'covered Avith long Avithered grass. 
On the skirts o f this plain our travellers observed at a distance 
a party o f natives intending apparently to approach them. It 
consisted o f eight persons, some partially eovered with skins, 
and others naked; but all o f them armed Avith bows in their hands, 
quivers on their backs, and arroAÂ s stuck in a fillet bound round 
the head forming a kind o f coronet. Having advanced pretty 
near tlie Avaggons they stopped short; and on being beckoned to ’ 
come foi-Avards, they made signs, by pointing to the ground, that 
somebody should first go to them. Aecordingiy some o f  the 
party proceeded toAvards them, on Avhich they betrayed evi­
dent marks o f fear. 'J’hey Avere presented >vith some 
lacquered brass medallions, a couple o f grenadiers’ caps, a 
IcAv gilt rings, a little tobacco and, as they appeared to be 
greatly in Avaiit o f food, Avith a Ayhole sheep, Avhich thc}'̂  im­
mediately killed by cutting the throat; and having divided it 
among them in shares as nearly equal as they could contriA'e, 
including both the skin and the entrails, they Avalkcd ofi'Avith 
great satisiaction. Shortly after this three others o f the same 
tribe made their appearance; but all the endeavours o f the
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party  to bring them to a  conversation were unavailing, 'i’wo 
of them retired, and the third, after much persuasion by 
signs, advanced near enough to receive a ration of tobacco 
for himself and two for his companions, when he also in­
stantly vanished.

On the midst of this grassy plain our tra\'ellers came to an 
extensive lake, the water of which was so very salt as to be 
wholly unfit for use either by man or beast. A t the distance 
of five miles beyond this lake they came to a  second, and 
farther on to a third, all of the same description. Rising by a 
gentle ascent from this plain to one of much greater elevation, 
they an'ived on the 1st November a t the entrance of a. p oort or 
chasm in a ridge of high hills w'here, for the first time since leav­
ing the m ountain of the Roggeveld, a  distance not much short 
of two hundred miles, they had met with any species of plant 
which could be said to bem the resemblance of a  tree. From 
these lonely w^astes of Africa, “ where,” as Dr. Johnson ob­
serves of part of Scotland, “ the traveller has nothing to coii- 
“ tem plate but grounds that have no visible boundaries,” 
nature seems to have w'ithheld her bounteous hand, and 
doomed them to cheerless, irremediable, and consequently 
perpetual, sterility. On the spot, however, where the ti’a- 
vellcrs Avo-e uoav arrived the sides of the hills Avcrc enlivened 
by shrubb}'^ plants and straggling trccsi, and Avholc forests ap­
peared in many of tlie vallies. The face of the country began 
now to assume a pleasing and an interesting aspect, and still 
more so towards the middle of the same day, Avhen the party 
arrived on the southern bank of a river of veiy considerable 
magnitude, called by the natives the G a rk p , but by the 
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colonists the Orff?/o-e river. Numbers of'IIottentots came forward 
to meet them ; and on the opposite banJe they could perceive 
an extensive village, composed o f decent looking huts. After 
passing the long and dreary Karroo dq^ert, it was an interest­
ing and a cheerful event to mix with a very considerable po­
pulation, apparently o f a much superior class o f beings, 
though probably o f the same race, to those few miserable 
Avretches which had hitherto occasionally sheAvn themselves 
in the course o f the journey.

A river o f  such unusual magnitude in this quarter o f the 
globe was also a subject which afforded them no small degree 
of pleasure. At  this spot it was divided into two branches 
by an island in the middle, each of which was not less than 
six hundred yards in width. The Avater, by sounding, Avas 
found to be deeper than the height o f the bottom o f the 
waggons ; it became necessary, therefore, to raise their con­
tents, by means o f billets o f Avood, in order to keep them 
dry. The Avhole cavalcade got safely over the tAvo streams, 
except one Avaggon, the oxen o f Avhich, having bjesome acci­
dent turned their heads doAvn the strham, got into deeper 
Avatcr, Avherc they soon lost their legs; and the whole ma­
chine being sAvept aAvay with great violence, both oxen and 
Avaggon Avould inevitably have been lost, but for the active 
exertions of the native Hottentots avIio, by cutting the yokes 
and traces, freed the oxen and brought all except one safe 
to the shore ; and afterAvards succeeded in dragging out the 
Avaggon, Avhich Avas overturned by the stream. “  The Dutch 
“  boors,", observes Mr. Truter, “  Avere as helpless as children, 
“  and of no manner o f assistance Avhatever."

--i
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The native inhabitants which are settled on the banks ot 
the Orange river, where our travellers crossed it, (namely in 
latitude 29° N. and longitude between 23° and .24° E.) are a va­
riety o f the Hottentot race, whose particular horde, in their own 
language, is called the K o ra s . In estimating their compara­
tive condition wdth the diflerent tribes of this nation, they may 
fairly be reckoned to rank much higher than any o f the others 
that are known on the southern extremity o f Atrica. The 
w'ide desert Karroo between them and the colony has hitherto 
protected them in a considerable degree, though not alto­
gether, from the oppression o f the Dutch boors, under whose 
fash their brethren less remote from the colony have so 
severely suffered. Their abode being stationary on the 
banks o f the Orange river, their huts were constructed 
wdth greater care, and with a view of being more durable; 
in their persons they Avere more cleanly, and in their dress 
and domestic utensils neatei-, than the Hottentots usually are.  ̂
This superiority may probably be owing, in a certain degree  ̂
to the advantages o f local situation. A  running stream in 
vSouth Africa is a great rarity. To the Avant o f Avatcr may 
probably be attributed the origin o f  the custom o f greasing 
the skin, Avdiich this grand river renders unnecessaiy. The 
K o ra s  accordingly exhibit none o f that filthy and scpialid ap­
pearance AAdiich characterizes the Hottentots on the skirts o f 
the colony. Their features are also o f a superior cast. M hat 
the G on aqu a s  AA'̂ ere on the eastern coast the K o ra s  seem to 
be to the nortlnvard, a mixed breed betAvecn the Hottentot 
and the Kaffer. The annexed figure o f a K o r a  woman, 
draAvn from nature, may seiwe to convey a better idea than 
can be given by verbal deseription.

5 ,  j t
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'J'licir dwellings, in the shape o f hemispheres, generally 
about six feet high and eight in diameter, are eonstructed.on 
the same principle as those o f the N am aqua  Hottentots, and 
covered with several folds o f neat matting made o f rushes or 
coarse grass. They used vessels o f wood, hollowed out from 
Ijlocks o f willow, for containing milk and water. Thej" seemed 
to have no knowledge o f agriculture, but had considerable 
possessions o f horned cattle, sheep, and goats. They had 
also plenty o f dogs. Like the Kaffers they live in a great 
measure on curdled milk, on berries and roots, and like 
those also are particularly attentive to their cattle, which they 
train in habits b f strict subordination and command. When 
a cow is supjmsed to withhold her milk, they practise the 
method which the ancient Scythians, as we are told by Hero­
dotus, made use o f to force the milk out o f the udders o f 
their mares. Indeed both the Kaffers ai\d Hottentots have 
recourse to this method, Avhen the animal is stubborn and 
supposed to refuse giving her milk. One o f the old writers on 
South Africa, by Avay o f convincing his readers o f the truth 
o f  the practice, has embellished his Avork Avith a print on this 
elegant subject, exhibiting a Hottentot in the act o f bloAving 
up a coAv.

Their dress consisted o f skin cloaks, like the other Hotten­
tot tribes ; and the women Avore square ornamented aprons 
suspended from tlie Avaist, Avith copper chains and beads o f
glass round the neck, the Avrists, and legs. These chains
were probably procured from the D am aras, a nation o f  Kaf­
fers to the north-AvestAvard, dAvelling at the foot o f the copper 
mountains. This metal, indeed, is said to be found in many

7
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places near the hanks o f the Orange river, and the party 
picked up what appeared to be a. specimen o f native gold : 
l)ut mines are o f little value in a country where there arc no 
materials necessary for working them, no navigable rivers nor 
passable roads, by which their produce can at any reasonable 
expence be transported to a market. Those who set any 
value on this part o f Soulhern Africa for the mines it con­
tains know very little o f the nature o f the country.

Some o f the men among the K oras  V'crc observed to be 
M on orch id es ; but whether the defect was in consequence of 
some ■ opei’ation submitted to while young on superstitious 
grounds, or occasioned by accident, or the sport o f nature, 
does not appear to have been ascei taincd.

In swimming across this wide and rapid river, and trans­
porting at the same time their sheep or other articles, the 
K oras make use o f a curious contrivance. They take a log 
o f wood from six to eight feet in length, and at the distance 
o f a few' inches from one o f its ends fix a wooden peg. On 
this log the person intending to cross the river stretches him­
self at full length, and holding fast by the peg Avith one hand, 
Avhilst Avith the other and occasionally with his feet he 
strikes to keep the end o f the log in a certain direction (Avhich 
is that o f an angle o f about 4o degrees Avith the stream) the 
obliquity o f the log opposed to the current causes it, in iloat- 
ing doAvn the stream, to push gradually oAcr to the opposite 
side in the hypotlienusal line o f a triangle, Avhosc base is tliQ 
Avidth o f the river. *
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Both the banks o f the Orange river were at this part o f it 
thickly covered with niin)osas and willows and a great 
variety o f other trees, whose names and descriptions are not 
mentioned. A  little beyond the right bank the great quan­
tity o f a sjiecies o f shrubby mimosa, seldom higher than seven 
or eight feet, with a small white leaf, was very remarkable. 
It was the prevailing feature on the sxuface of, the country 
for tAventy or thirty miles, though not a single plant o f the 
kind had appeared on the Cape side o f the river. Here also 
they found, growing in great abundance, a species o f Avild 
onion, ot a, taste as strong and pungent nearly as that o f 
garlic ; notAAUthstauding Avhich it Avas so highly acceptable to 
the travellers, that they laid in an ample supply for future 
use on the journey. The leaves, floAvers and seeds re­
sembled those o f the common cultivated species. On the 
margin of the river they found, in great plenty, a small and 
delicate orange-coloured p oppy ; and, creejiing over a great 
extent o f surface, a very fragrant species o f Clematis or Vir­
gin’s bower. The agate, onyx, sardonyx and chalcedony 
abounded on the pebbled bed o f the river, o f AAdiich they col­
lected some very beautiful specimens. Several hippopotami 
Avere observed rolling about, bloAving and snorting in the 
deep parts o f the river, at a little distance belOAv the ford ; 
and one Avas severely Avounded by a musket ball, but it 
escaped.

Leaving the river on the 6th, they travelled till the 8th 
before they met Avith any Avater Avhen, after pushing their 
Avay Avhere neither traces o f Avaggdns nor tracks o f any kind
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appeared, and in constant anxiety and doubtful suspense 
whether they might not be entangled and finally stopped by 
mountains, deep chasms, or thickets, they came to a village of 
K o ra  Hottentots, situated in a deep defile o f the mountains ; 
and a little farther on, to a second horde o f Bastaards and Bos- 
jesmans, under a chief o f the former description whose name was 
Kok. This man Avas a kind o f volunteer missionary Avho, to the 
great astonishment o f our travellers, delivered a very able dis­
course to his people in their presence, from a text out o f tlie gos­
pel o f St. John, on the subject o f regeneration, which Avas pre­
ceded and folloAved by an extemporary prayer and by singing 
o f hymns. The missionary ]‘ldAvards and his Avife and a boor 
o f the name o f Kruger had joined the party on the right 
bank o f the Orange river; and a little beyond the kraal o f 
Kok Avas the A akaap  or K ieifon tcyn , tjie )̂ hen residence of 
Mr. Kicherer. On their arrival at this place on the 8th, 
being Sunda}", the}’’ found this zealous teacher o f the gospel 
engaged in the duties o f his office. His church Avas a tem­
porary building o f poles, Avattled Avith tAvigs, plaistercd over 
Avith clay and coav dung both Avithin and Avithout, and coA-ered 
Avith a thatch o f reeds. A  smaller hut o f the same construc­
tion served for a school, and a third for his habitation. A  
number o f other huts o f an inferior kind, shaped like bee- 
luÂ cs and consisting chiefly o f grass matting, Avcrc scattered 
i)ver the plain; but on the strangers approaching toAvards 
them, their inhabitants, men, AÂ omen and cluldi'cn all fled 
and hid themselves in the bushes. Mr. Kicho'cr receiATd the 
travellers Avith great kindness and aftabilitA'. He Avas assisted 
in the labours o f his missidn by tAVO other missionaries o f the 
names o f Anderson and Cramer, all of them sent out by the

3 c
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African Society in London for the propagatioit. o f tlic gospel 
among the heathen. How far the subjects o f faith, o f le- 
generation, of the Trinity and other mystioal doctrines, can 
consistently be jneached with advantage, either temporal or 
spiritual, to a race o f men the niost savage and the most 
miserable perhaps on the face of the earth, the missionaries 
themselves ought to be the best judges ; but from their own 
account o f them it woidd appear that their zeal is \\otully 
misapplied, and that the benevolent intentions o f the so­
ciety at home, after an enormous expcnce, can only end 
in disappointment. The condition, indeed, o f the poor 
Avretches which compose the congregation o f these mis­
sionaries is such as to rc(iuire worldly comforts rather than 
spintual consolation. Ihey take no gieat ,c<ue of then. 
“  children,” says iSIr. Kicherer, “  aiul never correct them 
“  except in a lit o f rage, Avhen they almost kill them by sc- 
“  verc usage. Jn a (piarrel between father and mother, or 
“  the sei'cral wives o f a husband, the defeated party wreaks 
“  his or her vengeance on the child o f the conqueror, which 
“  in general loses its life. Î’he Jlosjesmans Avill kill their 
“  children rvithout remorse on A'arious occasions, as when 
“  they ari'. ill-shajicd, when they are in Avant ot food, Aihcn 
“  the father o f a child has forsaken its mother, or Avhen 
“  obliged to fly from the boors or others ; in Avhich case they. 
“  Avill stramde them, smother them, cast them away in the 
“  desert, or bury them alive, 'riicre are instances ot jiarents 
“  throAving their tender offspring to the hungry linn, Avho. 
“  stands roaring before their cavern, refusing to depart till 
“  some pcace-otfering be made to him. They also frequently 

forsake their aged relations, leaving the old person Avith a
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“  piece o f meat and an ostrich egg-shell full o f water : as 
“  soon as this little stock is exhausted, the poor deserted 
“  creature must perish by hunger or become the prey o f wild 
“  beasts. Many o f these wild Hottentots live by plunder 

and murder, and are guilty o f the most horrid and atro- 
“  cious actions. Such,” says he, “  are the people to whom 
“  the providence o f God has directed our course.”

Setting aside the sheer nonsense o f the lion roaring before 
tlie cavern, which the easy credulity o f Mr. Kicherer led him 
to believe as a fact, it is evident on the face o f the above 
•statement that the chief, and perhaps the sole, motive for 
destroying or abandoning the helpless and the destitute, the 
infants and the aged, is their extreme indigence. Witliout 
any covering to protect his body from the vicissitudes of the 
weather, without possessions or property o f any kind except 
his bow and his quiver o f arrows, the Bosjesman exists from 
day to day on what the fortune o f the chase may throw within 
his reach, on a few bulbous roots whi(;h the barren soil 
scantily supplies, on the eggs o f ants and the larvae o f locusts ; 
and Avhen these all fail, he is glad to have recourse to toads, 
mice, snakes, and lizards. To satisfy the present craving o f 
the stomach is his grand object; and this accomplished in its 
fullest .extent, he seems to enjoy a short-lived species o f hap­
piness, which either shews itself in an exhilaration o f spirits 
not unlike that which usually attends the first stage o f intoxi­
cation, or throws him into a profound sleep. Among such a 
people it is not surprizing that infants and aged persons 
should be left to perish. I f the dread o f pinching poverty 
and the horrors o f absolute- Avant are sufiicient to urge the.

.‘1 c '2
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civilized Chinese to the commission o f infanticide on their on ii 
offspring, it is the less surprizing that a similar or a still 
more hopeless condition should operate similar effects on 
the savage Bosjesman. Human nature is every where the 
same. AVhen the Moravian missionaries first landed in La­
brador, the same inhuman practice, though with the most 
benevolent intention, prevailed among the natives o f putting 
to death the widows and the orphans ; not because it was an 
ancient custom, or that the shedding o f hunxin blood was 
agreeable to their nature, but for a much stronger reason : 
improvident o f their own families, they could not be sup­
posed to supply the means o f support for the helpless orphan 
or the desolate widow o f another. And here the superior 
advantages resulting from the system o f the Moravians over 
that o f the Gospel missionaries are most forcibly demonstrated. 
Instead o f encouraging the natives in their rambling dis­
position from place to place, they laboured to fix them to 
one spot; instead o f preaching to them the mysterious parts 
o f the gospel, they instructed them in useful and industrious- 
habits ; instead o f building a church, they erected a store­
house. They caused this common store to be divided into 
as many compartments as there were families, leaving one at 
each end larger than the rest to be appropriated solely to 
the use o f the widows and the orphans; and having taught 
them the process o f salting and drying the fish caught in vast 
multitudes in the summer months, the produce was collected 
into this general depository o f their industry, to serve as a 
provision for the long and dismal winter which reigns in this 
inclement climate; deducting, however, from the compart­
ment o f ever}’’ family a tenth o f the produce, to be deposited

4
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in those o f the widoAvs and the orphans. Their labours 
Avere croAvned AA'ith complete success. From this time a pro- 
A’ision AÂas made sufficient for the preserA^ation o f these de­
solate and helpless creatures. Thus the Moravian Society 
has been the means o f converting the inhabitants o f I jU- 
brador into useful citizens as Avell as good Christians, Avhilsf 
the African Society has not reclaimed a single Bosjesman 
from the Avild and savage state in Avhich its zealous mis­
sionaries first discoA cred him..

I f  zeal aloire Avas sufficiem for the conversion o f these 
miserable creatures to Christianit}^, and consequently to a 
state o f  civilization, no man has more merit nor better de­
serves success than the missionary Kicherer.. He is in every 
respect a tndy Avorthy character, but he is an enthusiast ; 
and he feels and assumes to himself more merit in being able 
to relate some little anecdote o f  a savage applying or quoting 
a scripture passage, than if he had accomplished all that the 
JMoravians have done for the Hottentots (and they have done 
much) at Bavian’s K loo f He observes, for instance, in one 
of-his reports to the Society, that the Bosjesmans make a fire 
by tAvirling the point o f a stick on the surface o f another ; 
that one o f his people in a rainy night, not being able to suc­
ceed, bethought himself o f calling on Jesus, Avhen he aa’us 
immediately ansAvered, and struck up a good fire notAvith- 
standing the rain.

Every account that has been given o f thé Bosjesmans tends 
to confirm the opinion o f their being among the most miser­
able o f the human race, and in their present condition Avholly
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incapable o f profiting by the doctrines o f Christianity- Their 
nninber is, however, very inconsiderable. In travelling 
through the heart o f the desert occupied by them, the present 
party did not in the whole journey see fifty persons, and of 
course had but little opportunity o f making and comparing 
’their observations on their character and condition. O f the few 
they saw it was remarked that several had attained a very 
considerable age ; that the oldest had not lost a single tooth,  ̂
but that in many instances they Avere worn down in a remark­
able manner to mere stumps ; that out o f the number seen 
at least half a dozen were blind in one eye, Avhich they pre­
tended to have been occasioned while young by accidents 
from fire ; that the greater part wanted the first joint o f the 
little finger, Avhich they said had been taken off as a charm 
against misfortunes, or to stop an incipient disorder; that the 
sting o f a scorjiion, which to Europeans or colonists is always 
attended with dangerous consec^uences, and by which 
one o f the present jiarty suffered severely, has no ill effect 
on this people, which they endeavoured to explain by saying 
that while children being accustomed to be stung by fliese 
iuseirts, the poison in time ceases to have any effect on them, 
as the small-pox virus loses its action on a person Avho has 
had the disease.

! I

In their persons they were all diminutive, but Avell made; 
o f the colour o f a faded leaf; the joints and prominent parts 
o f the body almost black Avith a thick coating o f hardened 
d irt; their hair clotted, Avhich Avith the face Avas smeared 
over Avith red ochre anil fa t ; their little eyes, scarcely 
visible, Averc always in motion, and ever on the Avat(;h.
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Their whole pro]>erty was very portable, consisting generally 
o f a bow and quiver o f arrows, a belt of skin, and sometimes 
half a cloak, two or three thin grass mats which, when fixed 
between two sticks over a round hole dug in the ground, serve 
for a dwelling, and a wild gourd or an ostrich egg-shell to 
carry a little water. Sometimes they arc accompanied by 
little dogs not unlike a species of jackall, having a luft 
o f long hair round the lower part ot the neck. J. wo 01 three 
o f  these people were also, like the K o i’as, monoi ch id es, and 
tlie women had those peculiar confonhations o f certain parts 
o f the body, which are so general in the Hottentot race, to a 
very remarkable degree. It appeared indeed that the elonga­
tion o f one part and the protuberance o f the other were 
generally in the inverse proportion o f the stature of. the m- 
dividnah-

In this mixed society the party had the good fortune to 
meet Avith two persons Avho had it in their poA\ei to lendci 
them essential services. The one was a. native Booshiuma, 
o f the nam cofl/iA -/««go, who spoke a little Dutch, and wlio 
willingly engaged to accompany them as interpreter ; but he 
was wholly "unacquainted with the road which led to his own 
country. The other was his comrade M ahauia, who Avas well 
acquainted Avith the country, and readily undertook to be 
their guide. A  Dutch boor o f the name o f Kruger also 
joined the expedition at this place: ho had b<i?n pointed out 
to them as a man of great resource, and likely to be ot use.. 
A t an early period o f life his-brother and himself, huAing ex­
ercised their ingenuity in forging the jiapcr currency ot the 
colony, Avere banished for life to Robben Island in the mouth.
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o f Table bay ; but before they had remained long they con- ' 
trivcd, by means o f a boat made o f dried skins, to escape to 
the continent, and to fly into the country o f the Booshnanas, 
where the elder brother was trodden to death bj”̂ an elephant; 
and the present man had been living among the savages on 
the skirts of the colony, an ‘outlaw and a vagabond, for 
nearly twenty years. Informed o f his situation, the party 
had carried with them a conditional pardon from the Court 
o f .lustice at the Cape, to Avhich his long sufierings and his 
willing services on the present occasion amply entitled 
him.

Having at this place, beside the above-mentioned persons, 
added twelve Kora Hottentots to the strength o f the expedi­
tion, and procured forty-eight head o f draught oxen in lieu 
o f seventy-six already worn out Avith fatigue, the party pro­
ceeded on the 12th.; and, after separating in the dark and 
losing their Avay on the desert, the Avhole fortunately rejoined 
at a spring o f Avater on the evening o f the 1.5th. The next 
day they Avere accosted by six naked Bosjesmans craving, as 
usual, a little food. This night they halted at the Makatanie 
or Duck-spring, near Avhich their attention Avas attracted by 
a singular cone-shaped hill, AAdiere they discovered a dec]) 
cavei-n occu])icd by Avhole docks o f turtle doves, Avhose nests 
loaded the bushes that nearly choaked up its mouth. The 
bottom o f the cavern Avas strcAved over Avith a reddish broAvn 
ochraceous earth, abounding Avith mica, Avhich is used both 
by the Koras Avho are broAvn, and the BoosJiiiatias avIio aie 
black, for painting their bodies, after Avhich the skin has a 
glossy a})|)earauce not unlike the surface o f a bronze statue.
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A  little be3’̂ ond this hill the,3' came to the M a ga a ga  fo n te in  or 
the Spring o f the Iron Mountain, the name o f which induced 
some o f the party to ascend the heights and examine the 
rocks and stones on the surface, taking with them a pocket 
compass. The masses o f rock Avere composed generally o f a 
ponderous stone, Avhich evidently abounded with iron ; and 
they found that the compass Avas veiy materially afTected. 
By placing the needle on some o f the iron-stones it appeared 
completely to have lost its polarity, pointing differently on 
different stones, sometimes .in an opposite direction, vibrat­
ing at one time Avith great violence, and again Avhirling en­
tirely round ; from Avhich they concluded that the'mountain 
contained natÎA'e iron, or other substances that Avere impreg­
nated Avith magnetic matter. It docs not appear, hoAvcÂ er, 
that they discovered any specimens Avhich could be considered 
as containing iron in its native state.

After chasing in these mountains, and in the passes through 
Avhich their route led them, a variety o f the larger kind o f 
game, as hartebeests, springboks, and ostriches, the tra­
vellers came in the dusk o f the evening to the banks o f a lake 
called the K oussie, Avhose extent Avas several thousand feet in 
circumference. A  belt o f tall reeds surrounded its mara'in, 
in several parts o f Avhich Avere groAving very beautiful knots 
o f the Karroo mimosa. Kcar the brink o f the Avatcr the}' 
observed a number o f holes that had been made by the Bos- 
jesmans, Avith a vieAV to entrap the Avild beasts o f the desert 
coming tlrither to quench their thirst ; and in one o f them 
they found a dead steenbok, Avhich' had apparently fallen in
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not many hours before. Just as they were leaving the lake 
a herd o f wild buffaloes were observed at a distance, advancing 
towards the place where they were posted, on which prepara­
tions were immediately made to receive them. When these 
huge animals had approached sufileiently near, the party 
fired a volley among them, and had the satisfaction to see three 
o f them fall to the ground, o f so large a size that the carcase 
o f one was found to be more than sufficient to feast the whole 
company. Continuing the journey till night without finding any 
water, they were nevertheless compelled to halt from the 
fatio'ued state o f the oxen. In the morning before day-break 
they resumed their journey over a ■wide and desert plain, on 
which, however, a few trees were thinly scattered. In the 
course o f this day our travellers, it seems, ŵ ere highly grati­
fied with the sight o f a novel and interesting object. It was 
a giraffe or camelopat'dalis trotting before them, at no great 
distance, in a very singular and awkward manner, apparently 
at a slow pace ; but on being chased, it was found to clear 
tlie ground wdth such celerity as to leave its pursuers far be­
hind. Presently after this a herd, consisting of nine full 
grown animals and two A'oung foals, made its appearance; 
upon which the whole party immediately gave chase, in the 
hope o f being able to take at least the foals ; but their speed 
was so great that they presently outstripped the fleetest horse 
and vanished out o f sight.

Having now travelled eighteen hours tvithout halting, and 
more than thirty hours without the cattle having tasted water, 
they at length arrived, to their inexpressible joy, at the most
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copious, transparent, and delightful spring o f water tliat had 
occurred in the wliole journey; and two miles beyond this 
they discovered another still superior, which indeed is pro­
bably not to be matched in the Avhole o f Southern Ahica, as 
far as it is hitherto knowm. It not only gushed from a cavern 
o f rocks as from tlic sluice o f a mill-dam, but in innume­
rable springs spouted up out o f an extensive bed c f  white 
crystallized pebbles and quartzosc sand, forming, at not more 
than a hundred paces from its source, a stream o f at least 
thirty feet wide and two feet deep, called the K ourm anna  or 
Booshuana river, whose direction w'as to the northward.

B e i n g  n ow " a r r iv e d  o n  t h e  c o n f in e s  o f  t h e  B rk q u a  c o u n t r y ,  

t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r s  c o n c e i v e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  jn ’o p e r  t o  s e n d  i o r -  

w a r d  t h e  g u i d e  M acau ta  t o  t h e  f ir s t  v i l la g e ,  t o  a p p r i z e  t h e m  

o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n ,  a n d  t o  d e s ir e  t h e m  t o  s e n d  

f o r w a r d  n o t i c e  t h e r e o f  t o  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  B e f o r e  i t  

Avas d a r k  h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  th e  w a g g o n s ,  b r in g i n g  b a c k  w it h  h im  

f o u r  o f  h is  c o u n t r y m e n  w h o  p a s s e d  t h e  n i g h t  in  t h e  c a m p  

v e r y  c o n t e n t e d l 3". F r o m  t h e s e  o u r  t r a v e l le r s  w e r e  in f o r m e d  

t h a t  t h o u g h  t h e ir  t r ib e  Avas b y  t h e  K oras u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  B rie -  
fjtias, y e t  t h a t  t h e  n a m e  w h i c h  th e }"  b o r e  a m o n g  t h e m s e lv e s  

Avas Booshuanus. I n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  m o r n in g  f o u r  m o r e  

a d v a n c e d ,  o n e  o f  A vh ich  Avas p o i n t e d  o u t  a s  a  c h i e f  a n d  

b r o t h e r  t o  t h e  K i n g .  H is  n a m e  Avas Serakotie. T h e  p a r t y  

h a v in g  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e m  Avith a  s h e e p  a n d  p l e n t y  o f  t o b a c c o ,  

f o r  A vh ich  t h e y  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  a  h ig h  r e l is h ,  t h e y  b e c a m e  s o  

e x h i l a r a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  s u n g  a n d  s h o u t e d  a n d  d a n c e d  t h e  Avhole

n ig h t  l o n g .
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Having remained some time for the purpose o f refresliing 
their almost exliausted cattle on the delightful banks o f the 
K oiirm a n n a  river, they again set forwards on the 23d, and, 
having passed through straggling thickets o f a new species o f 
M im osa, which was the only tree that appeared in this part 
o f the country, and said to be that on which the Cam elopar­

dalis is particularly fond o f browsing, they halted in the even­
ing at another clear and copious spring called M apooUe. 
Here they were met by a deputation from the King, to say 
that he Avas anxiously expecting their arrival. The face o f 
the country now began to assume a very different appearance 
to what it had hitherto done. It was tolerably Avell clothed 
Avith grass, and Avith thickets o f shrubby plants; and the M im osa  
C am elopardalis, spreading its branches like a large umbrella,. 
Avas a remarkable and a distinguished feature. Game o f all 
knids Avas very abundant, and every hour brought in sight 
considerable herds o f gHoos and quachas..

A short skoff or day’s journey carried the expedition, on 
the 25th, to another copious spring called the Gataikam m a, 
the country still improving as they proceeded, and abounding 
Avith every sort o f Avild beast peculiar to this part o f Southern 
Africa. Being noAv informed by the guides that the distance 
to the residence o f their Chief Avas only a short day’s journey, 
it Avas considered expedient to halt the Avaggons, while the 
tAvo coimnissioners shoidd proceed on horseback. Accord­
ingly having selected a present for the Chief, Avhich they 
carried in knapsacks and their pistol holsters, they set out 
Avith an interpreter; and about the middle o f the day, after



S O U T H E R N  A F R I C A . 389

passing through open fields that tor a veiy considerable ex­
tent were under a rude sort o f cultivation, they entered a 
large town composed o f cottages or huts, not laid out in 
streets, but placed in an irregular manner, and each hut 
enclosed within a sort o f palisade. The sight o f so great an 
assemblage o f human habitations, after so long and dreary a 
journey, was e({ually as unexpected as it was agreeable. In 
a country so desolate as Southern Africa, where so few human 
beings arc met with, and these few in the last stage o f misery, 
the pleasure must be doubly felt o f encountering a large 
society o f mankind rvhose condition has the appearance o f 
something like comfort. Riding at a ([uick pace among the 
houses, preceded by the inter})reter and those which had 
been sent to invite them, the commissioners soon came to the 
spot where the Chief had assembled the elders o f the people 
to receive them. This venerable man, whose name is Moo- 
liahaban, was sitting in the midst o f his council in a circular 
space, surrounded with wooden paling. He received the 
commissioners without the least embarrassment, and in the 
most friendly manner ; accepted their present, which excited 
the curiosity o f the elders, and o f the crowd that by this time 
had assembled in vast numbers round the enclosure. They 
examined every article Avith minute attention, and were de­
sirous o f being made acquainted with their respective uses. 
In return they })rcsentcd the commissioners with thick 
curdled milk. The ceremony o f introduction being ended, 
the Chief invited the commissioners to his own house, where 
he presented them to his two wives and twelve children. 
Great crowds o f people pressed after them, but the Avomea
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appeared to be the most eager to satisfy their curiosity. 
'Fhey examined tlieir hair Avith the closest scrutiny, scarcely 
being able to persuade themselves that it Avas o f natural groAvth, 
but supposing it rather to be the tail o f some animal fixed 
close to the head.

On the arrival of the Avaggons toAvards the close of the day, 
they pitched their tents at six hundred paces to the, south- 
Avard of the tOAvn, on the bank of the river Avhich runs 
tlirough it. Here they Avcrc visited by several hundreds of 
peo[)le, Ai’lio all seemed to be highly delighted in getting a 
sight of the strangers ; many of them Avere extremely curious, 
hut Avithout being troublesome, and all of them perfectly good 
humoured. 'J'hc AA-omen brouaht milk in leathern baas, in 
Avooden boAvls, and in earthen pots, suilicient for the use of 
the Avhole exfiedition. As the night approached the people 
gradually left the encampment, and our travellers retired to 
rest Avith as much composure, and as free from any anxiety 
as to their personal safety, as Avhen in the midst o f the 
deserts to Avhich they had so long been accustomed.

'I’he toAvn o f L eeta lcoo , according to the direction and the 
distance travelled by the expedition from the Roggeveld, is 
situated in latitude 26” 30' south, and longitude 27° east. 
A river, Avhich from the Avidth o f the channel must occa- 
sionalh' be o f considerable size, runs through the midst o f it. 
'The toAvn, in its circumference, Avas estimated to be fully as 
large as Cape ToAvn, including all the gardens o f 'lable 
Valley ; but from the irregularity o f the streets, and the Ioav-
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ness o f the buildings, it was impossible to asceilain, with any 
degree o f accuracy, the number o f houses; it was concluded, 
however, that they could not be less than two nor more 
than three thousand, all nearly o f the same size and con­
struction, and differing in nothing from that o f the Chief ex­
cept that his was a little larger than the others. The whole 
population, including men, women and children, they con­
sidered to be from ten to fifteen thousand persons. Round 
numbers are rarely exact. The two commissioners, it seems, 
at the end o f fifteen days, on comparing notes, found that 
the estimate o f one was ten, o f the other fifteen thousand. 
The truth may probably lie in the middle. The ground plan 
o f every house was a complete circle, from twelve to fifteen 
feet in diameter; the floor o f hard beaten clay, raised about 
four inches above the general surface o f the enclosure. y\bout 
one fourth part o f the circle, which was the front o f the 
house and observed generally to face the east, was entirely 
open ; the other three fourths were walled up Avith clay and 
stones, to the height o f about five feet. By an inner circular 
wall passing through the centre, and described with the same 
radius as that o f the first circle, and consequently cutting oif 
one third o f the circumference, an apartment is formed for 
the depositing o f their valuables, as skin clothing, ivory orna­
ments, hassagais, knives and other articles which to them 
are o f essential use. In this apartment, also, the elder part 
o f the family take their nightly rest. The children sleep in 
the half-closed viranda, which comprehends two-thirds o f the 
circumference o f the circle.
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Tlie annexed print will convey a tolerably good idea o f 
a B ooshuanas establishment, and the ground-plan o f the 
cabin will be understood from the followinc; sketch.O

h !

R

' I '

V M .

h i

The whole is covered with a tent-shaped roof, supported 
on poles built into the -wall, and forming in front an open 
colonnade. The roof is carefully and compactly thatched with 
reeds, or the straAv o f the holcus, and bound together with 
leathern thongs. All the houses wei'e enclosed b j ' a fence 
made o f strong reeds, o f the straw o f holcus, or twigs o f wood ; 
and within this enclosure, contiguous to the dwelling-house, 
there stood a large clay vessel erected upon a raised floor o f 
the same material, Avdiich served as a store for containing 
their grain and pulse. 'J'hese granaries had the appearance 
o f  large oil jars, the capacity o f some o f them being not less 
than 200 gallons. 'I'hcy are raised from the ground on 
three legs, are from six to nine feet high and, like the 
dwelling-houses, are covered with a pointed roof o f thatch.
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The dwelling o f a Hooshuana is not ill calculated for the 
climate. In elegance and solidity it may probably be quite 
as good as the Casce or first houses that were built in imperial 
Rome, and may be considered in every respect superior in its 
construction and in comfort to most o f the Iiish cabins, into 
which the miserable peasantry are oftimes obliged to crawl 
through puddles o f water. The hut o f a Booshuana is not 
only raised upon an elevated clay flooring, bat the ground of 
the whole enclosure is so prepared that the water may lun oft 
through the gateway; and the whole o f their cookeiy being 
carried on in this open area, the inside o f the dwelling as free 
from smoke and soot. So well is he acquainted with the 
comfort and convenience of^ shade, that his hut is usually 
built under the branches o f a spreading mimosa, every twig of 
which is preserved with a religious care, and not a bough suf­
fered to be broken off on any emergency, though the article o f 
fuel must sometimes be sought at a very considerable distance.

So large a population collected together on one spot, sur­
rounded* by barren deserts occasionally inhabited by a tew 
savages, and cut off from all communication Avith other 
civilized societies, necessarily implies the adequate means 
o f subsistence Avithin themselves. One great source froni 
Avhich they draAV their support is their cattle, Avhose flesn, 
however, they eat but very sparingly ; milk is mostly 
used in a curdled state, Avhich they keep not in grass 
baskets, like the Eastern Kafters, but in leathern bags 
and clay pots. E\mry part o f the country abounds Avifli 
almost all the various kinds o f antelopes that are found in 
Southern Africa, Avith the rhinosceros, the buffalo, and the
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qu ach a ; and all these they contrive to take by exertion or 
by stratagem. In their choice o f animal food they are not 
remarkably nice. They vv̂ ill eat the wolf, the hyfcna, and 
the m yrm ecophaga or ant-eater; the leopard, the tyger-cat, 
and the cam dopardaU s; and the country abounds witli os­
triches, bustards, grous, Guinea fowls, and partridges. But 
all these, plentiful as they are, would furnish but a precarious 
supply for so considerable a population; and necessity has 
therefore, in all probability, compelled them to call in aid 
the never-failing source o f plenty and provision which agri­
culture affords. The grain chiefly cultivated, as appeared by 
tire samples brought back by the commissioners, consisted o f 
the holciis sorghum, a smaller species o f the same genus 
Vv’hich from the reddish coloured seed appeared to be the 
S<icdia7'atus, a D olid ios  not unlike the cadjan, and a small 
spotted Phaseolus or kidney bean. Tlicse different kinds o f 
grain and pulse appear to be sown promiscuously and, when 
reaped, to be thrown indiscriminately into their earthen 
granaries; from whence they are taken and used without 
selection, sometimes by broiling, but more gencr’ally boiling- 
in milk. It will readily be supposed that the art o f  agricul­
ture among this people is yet in its lowest stage. In fact, 
the only labour bestowed on the ground is jjcrformcd by the 
Avomcn, and with a rude instrument something like the 
hoe. It is a flat piece o f iron fixed into the knob o f  the 
Kaffcr Iccerie. When its horizontal edge is so fitted that it 
stands at right angles with the handle, it serves as a hoe ; 
when turned round so as to be parallel with the handle, it is 
then a hatchet. One o f these instruments appears lying on 
the ground, in the print o f the two annexed figures.
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Bat the Booshuanas are arrived at that stage o f civilization 
which is not satisfied with the mere necessaries o f life supplied 
to them abundantly from the three sources o f agriculture, 
grazing, and huntings they are by no means insensible o f 
its conveniencies and its luxuries. Their skin cloaks for the 
winter are pliant, soft and warm, being frequently lined 
with the fur-skins o f tyger-cats, viverras and other small 
animals; and when in summer they go without clothing, they 
rarely expose their bodies to the rays o f the sun, but carry 
umbrellas made o f the broad feathers o f the ostrich fixed to 
the end o f a stick. They vary their mode o f dressing both

m

gram, occasionally boiling broiling. oranimal food and 
roasting the former, and simply broiling the latter, or bruising 
it into flour and boiling it up with milk. Among the luxuries 
o f the appetite tobacco seems to hold the highest estimation. 
Both men and women are passionately fond o f draw­
ing the smoke o f tliis narcotic herb through water, poured 
usually into the horn o f the cow or the eland, through the 
side o f Avhich the tube o f the tobacco-pipe is inserted. O f 
snuff they arc equally fond. This article is composed o f a 
variety o f stimulant plants dried and rubbed into dust, which 
is usually mixed with wood ashes; o f this mixture they 
take a c^uantity in the palm o f the hand, and draw it into 
the nostrils through a quill or reed till the tears trickle down 
their checks. Children even o f four or five years o f age may 
be observed taking snuff in this manner. Their bodies they care­
fully ornament with devices painted with white pipe-day and 
l ed ochre ; their hair they sometimes cut in a peculiar manner, 
leaving a high tuft on the crown of the head, not unlike the
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fashionable crops o f the present day, to which is frequently 
appended the tail o f a hare, or a distended bladder o f this or 
some other small animal; or the wings o f the Numidian crane 
arc fixed erect on each side o f the head. A  triangular plate o f 
copper is almost invariably suspended from one ear, and the 
teeth and the claws o f hons and leopards are worn as necklaces. 
To these spoils o f the chase the men add rings o f ivory, cut from 
the elephant’s tusk, round the upper part o f theann,; and the 
women use thongs o f leather, sometimes plain and sometimes 
decorated with beads and bits o f copper, round the legs and 
arms. Every man had a knife slung about the neck by a leather 
thong, and fitted into a scabbard. The blade is generally about 
six inches long, an inch broad, rounded at the end, and brought 
to an edge on each side; the handle sometimes o f wood, and 
sometimes o f ivory ; in the latter case, it is usually carved into 
the shape o f the elephant’s proboscis. The party had with 
them a quantity o f common knives intended for biirter, but 
the Booshuanas held them very cheap, observing that their 
own were at least twucc as good, because they were made to 
cut with two edges, whereas those o f the white people onl}v 
cut with one. The knife, in fact, is so useful an instrument to 
such as live by the chase and on roots, that it may almost be 
considered as an article o f the first necessity, and is valued 
accordingly. A  Booshuaua is accounted rvealthy according to 
the number o f cattle, knives and beads he may possess : these 
arc the money and the currency ol‘ Lcetcikoo.

'.i’he BoosJinana women not only performed the task o f 
hoeing the ground, reaping the grain, clearing it from the
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husk, and bearing it into the granaries, Avhich with all the 
other inferior earthen vessels were the Avork o f their own 
hands, but they collected most o f the materials, and in a 
great measure prepared them for the construction o f the 
dAvclling-houses. The men employ a considerable portion o f 
their time m hunting, in preparing skins and hides for cloaks' 
and shoes; and they have, the sole care o f the cattle and o f 
the dairy..

A  few days after their arrival the party had an opportunity 
o f being present, by invitation, at a marriage ceremony, and 
o f witnessing the festivities that took place on the occasion. 
At the time appointed they Avere conducted to a spacious 
enclosure o f a circular form, surrounded by a j)alisade o f 
Avood. .Here the venerable Chief received them Avith arcatV...
kindness, in the midst o f the elders o f the place. On their 
right stood a group o f young wornen, and on the left about 
an equal number o f men, dressed in a very fantastical man­
ner. A  croAvd o f spectators stood in a ring round the circle, 
leaving the central space free. The men Avho had been se­
lected for the jAerformance o f the ceremonies on the occasion 
advanced into the area, and began to display their feats o f 
agility. The effect o f their dancing A\ais singular enough. 
Some of them Avcrc dressed in a kind o f petticoat Avhich 
reached from the Avaist to the knee, composed o f black and 
Avhite ostrich feathers arranged in alternate roAvs ; and others 
had several belts o f leather fixed round the body, from the 
neck to the calf o f the leg, to A\diich AÂere stitched by one end 
the tails o f the jackal, the tyger-cat, and a species o f viverra.
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Their bodies were painted with white, red and yellow clay. 
As the dancers whirled round, their tails and the ostrich 
feathers flew out at right angles with the body, and their 
great object seemed to be that o f preventing them from col­
lapsing, and o f keeping them extended horizontally in 
every attitude and motion o f the body. Their movements 
were accompanied with a rude and boisterous song, which 
ceased at intervals, when the women who did not dance 
responded in a softer kind o f antistrophe, which was not by 
any means void o f melody. The same women bestowed 
also on the dancers frequent marks o f applause, by the clap­
ping o f hands. The dancing being ended, a refreshment 
consisting o f boiled beef and Kaifer corn (holcus) boiled in 
milk was served round to the guests ; after which the bride­
groom, who was one o f the dancers, led home his bride, and 
the company retired to their respective dwellings, apparently 
well satisfied with the diversions o f the day.

The regularity and decorum with which they conducted 
themselves at this ceremony, and indeed on all occasions, 
impressed the commissioners with a very favourable opinion 
o f the character o f the Booshuanas, which was not diminished 
by the uninterrupted harmony that seemed to pi’evail in this 
happy societj^ M oolihahan  and the elders o f the town oc­
casionally met to settle any little disputes that might sometimes 
happen, and which are unavoidable in so large a community.

The system on which their government is founded appears 
to be completely patriarchal, and the Chief must o f course

7
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l)e a man idolized b}'- the people; and the consequence is, 
that he has the nomination o f a successor. From the elders 
o f  the society he is informed o f the general sentiments o f the 
people ; and with their advice such rules and regulations are 
framed or altered as are best calculated to give general satis­
faction, and consequently to make himself pojiular. Ko 
young man can be admitted into the Kings council, Avhich is 
established on the principles o f true primitive simplicity, 
when, in almost every nation and language, age and authority 
Averc synonymous terms. I f  any man in the society feels 
himself aggrieved, and is not satisfied with the decision o f the 
council, he is at full liberty to settle his affairs and leave the 
horde Avith his Avhole property.

It does not appear that they haA C an}" particular form o f 
religious AA'orship, in the strict sense o f the term as ajAplicd 
by Europeans, though, as a custom handed doAvn from then- 
forefathers, they religiously observe the practising o f circum­
cision on all male children, and o f dancing in a circle the 
Avholc night of the full moon. Few nations are so savage as 
not to be conscious that there is a poA\-er Avhich directs the 
operations of nature, Avhich is infinitely superior to them­
selves, and to Avhose influence they are subject. Some na­
tions have ascribed to this power a variety o f attributes in the 
same individual, and others have supposed a distinct person 
presiding over each attribute. Most have acknowledged a 
good and an evil spirit: the one recognised in the cheering 
Avarmth of the sun, in the soft silvery light o f the moon, and 
in fertilizing shoAversthe other in the terrific roar o f thunder,
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and the destmctive shafts o f lightning, in storms o f wind and 
torrents o f rain. And as fear is the parent o f superstition, the 
evil spirit is usually found to be venerated in preference to the 
good one. This appears to be the case with the Booshuanas, 
and was in all probability the same in the early stages o f all 
nations. The vices o f Jupiter and his evil actions were most 
likely recorded before his virtues; just as his thunder terrified 
before his paternal protection inspired confidence.

The Booshuanas may, in every respect, be considered to 
lia-v e passed the boundary which divides the savage from the 
civilized state o f society, and to have arrived at that stage o f 
moral refinement which is not incompetent to the reception 
o f  the sublime yet simple precepts o f the Christian religion. 
It is here the missionary might employ his zeal to sor.ie ad­
vantage ; here a plentiful harvest is offered to the first reapers 
who may present themselves.

The friendly and peaceable disposition which generally pre­
vails among this people ma}”̂ perhaps be attributed in a greatde- 
grec to the almost perfect equality o f their condition. The houses 
o f Leetakoo are nearly all alike, differing only in the degree o f 
labour and o f neatness wdiich each individual owner is dis­
posed to bestow on the shed that protects him. Every man 
has as much land as he may chuse to cultivate. The number 
o f his cattle will chiefly depend on his attention and manage­
ment, and the quantity o f clothing he provides for the use o f 
his family in winter on his skill and activity in hunting. To 
the condition o f this happy race o f Kaffers in Southern Africa
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the beautiful lines o f the poet will equally apply as to that o f 
the once happy peasantry o f Switzerland :

Though poor the Kaffer’s hut, his feasts though small,
“  He feels his little lot the lot of all,
“  Sees no contiguous palace rear its head 
“  To shame the meanness of his humble shed.”

llia t  the Piooshuanas are o f the same race o f people a.s the 
Kafl’ers on the sea-coast is a position that will scarcely admit o f 
a doubt; but though thej- are not by any means so fine a body 
o f men in point o f personal qualifications, they seem to have 
stepped beyond them in the arts and habits o f civilized life. 
They are not, like the eastern Kaifers, invariabl}'  ̂ black ; some 
being o f a bronze colour, and others o f nearly as light a brown 
as the Hottentot. Their hair groAvs to a greater length and is 
more inclined to be straight; some o f the women Avore their 
locks combed over the forehead. Their houses are totally different 
from those o f any other tribe yet discovered in Southern Africa; 
and the pointed tent-shaped roof may perhaps be considered as 
an additional arguihent in favour o f their Arabic origin. Their 
pastoral life, tlieir feeding principally on milk, their hospitality 
to strangers, their practice o f circumcising male children, and 
the general cast o f he countenance, are all Arabic. Little stress, 
hoAvever, is to be k .d  on the features o f a single horde on a vast 
continent, abounding Avith natives o f every tint o f colour. M'hen 
a party o f Dutch boors, in the year 1790, undertook a jour­
ney to the eastAvard for the purpose o f discovering the .spot 
Avhere the Grosvenor Indiaman Avas supposed to have been 
lost, they met Avith a tribe o f people situated on the sea-coast, 
in the very same parallel o f latitude Avith some o f the
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Booshunnas, o f  a light yellow complexion, with long bourse 
hair, which they frizzled on the top o f the head in the shape 
o f a turban. It appeared that this horde, to the amount o f 
about four hundred persons, was the offspring o f  three 
European women, who had been wrecked when infants on 
this part o f the coast, wdiom the boors saw and conversed 
with through an interpreter, but who could neither inform 
them o f what nation they were, nor how or when the accident 
happened. In the opinion o f the travellers they were French, 
Had these three old women died before this journey was 
undertaken, the origin o f  the H am boonas would have been 
as unsatisfactorily conjectured as that o f  the Hottentots, and 
their descent from the French deemed fully as improbable as 
that o f the latter from the Chinese.

I I

From whence tlie Boosliuanas originally sprang, or foi' 
w'hat length o f time they had occupied their present situation 
in Southern Africa, they themselves were wholly incapable 
o f communicating the least information to the inquiries o f the 
commissioners, 'i'hcy were not even able to give any satis­
factory account o f the ruins o f a town as large as that o f 
L eetakoo, Avhich at no very remote distance o f  time had stood 
on the heights commanding the valley. The foundations o f  
the houses were o f  stone, and o f the same circular plan as 
those of the Booshuanas. Having no written language, the 
tradition o f these ruins once being lost, their real history can 
never be revived.

The commissioners having remained fifteen days among this
peaceable and happy people, and finding that, although the
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iigoregatc number o f  tlieiiN cattle atos very considerable, and 
no unwillingness a])peared on their part to transfer them in 
exchange for such trinkets and baubles, and sucli proportion 
o f each, as the Chief and his council should determine, they 
must very seriously distress the individuals were they to 
take the number they wanted; and having understood fromO
MooUhahan that his people had scarcely recruited the losses 
by the plunder and devastation which a man o f the name of 
J31oom a half-cast, with his horde, had committed after 
setting fire to the town and murdering the inhabitants, they 
determined to proceed to the northward to the cliief resi­
dence o f another tribe o f natives o f the same description, 
called the Barroloos. On communicatino; this intention to 
M oolihaban, and requesting him to furnish them with pro­
per guides, he w'as evidently much disturbed, and put them 
off for the time with an evasive answer. The next mornino-o
he sent for the commissioners and, after assuring them that 
he had not been able to rest the Avdiole night since they had 
communicated their design o f proceeding to the Bari'oloos, ad­
vised them by no means to think o f visiting these people ; ob­
serving that they were o f a suspicious and ferocious disposition; 
and that if any accident should befal them, the English govern­
ment at the Cape would certainly attribute it to him and his 
horde; that none o f his people knew' the way thither, there 
being between them an impassable desert entirely destitute o f 
waiter. Although this friendly communication did not probably 
dcvelope the real motive o f MooUhahan for discouraging the 
further progress o f the expedition, yet there can be little 
doubt he had sulheient grounds for wdshing to prevent its
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continuance in tiiat line. Ilis nwre powerful neighbours- 
might feel disposed to quarrel Avith him for having sufiered so 
small a party o f Avhite men, which he might have prevented, 
to pass through his territory into theirs. AVlmtevcr the motive 
might have been, the Chief was so earnest in his remonstrances 
that the commissioners considered it prudent to desist from 
their original design ; and although they had obtained little more 
than 100 head o f cattle, at the rate o f two and three pounds in 
Aveight o f coloured porcelaine and glass beads for each, they re­
solved to prepare for their return. It Avas not Avkhout extreme 
regret that they afterAvards discovered, Avhen they had returned 
as far as to the Orange river, that the B arroîoos Avere in fact a 
numerous, Avealthy, and friendly people. A  bastaard  Hotten­
tot, Avho had travelled into that country, assured Mr. Truter 
tliat there Avas not in all Africa so perfectly good-humoured 
and so Avell-tlisposed a people as the Barroloos ; that they had 
many toAvns, the largest o f Avhich Avas so extensive that it 
required a Avhole day to Avalk from one extremity to the 
other ; that their houses AÂ erc o f the same kind as, but much 
better built than, those o f the Booshuanas ; their gardens and 
grain lands better cultivated ; that the Avhole surface o f the 
country Avas covered Avith trees and shrubs ; Avatcr and rivers 
abundant, and the soil every Avhere productive ; that the 
Barroloos were a very ingenious nation, and skilful in carving 
Avood and ivory ; that he had seen their furnaces for melting- 
iron from a broAvn earth and stone, and copper from a grey 
earth ; that the distance fi-om L eeiakoo  did not exceed ten 
days’ journey o f the common rate o f travelling. This inform­
ation Avas, hoAvever, obtained too late ; and the country o f



the B a rro loos  is still untrodden ground for the European 
traveller, who may in future be inclined to prosecute further 
discoveries in Southern Africa.

'To knew that such societies exist in this miserable quarter 
o f the globe, as those above described, must be peculiarly 
interesting to those,who have long been exerting their elo­
quence and their influence to meliorate the condition o f the 
suffering African. They furnish a complete refutation o f an 
opinion that has industriously been inculcated, and wliich 
unfortunately is but too prevalent, that slavery is his unalter­
able lo t ; and that it would still exist, as it always had existed, 
were Europeans to discontinue their abominable traflic in these 
unhappy creatures. Such an opinion, in justification o f a 
crime against humanitv, is just on a level Avith that o f a 
Dutch boor Avho told Governor Jansen, on remonstrating 
Avith him on his cruelty toAÂ ards the Hottentots, that there 
could be no harm in maltreating those heathens, as the 
Avomen evidently carried about Avith them the mark Avhich.. 
God set upon Cain. Not one o f the tribes of natives be- 
tAveen the Cape o f Good Hope and the extreme point that 
has hitherto been discovered in the interior o f Southern 
Africa—not a single creature, from the needy and savage 
Bosjesman to the more civilized B oosh u ava , has the most 
distant idea o f a state o f slavery. On the contrary, they have 
all been found in the full enjoyment o f unbounded freedom. 
There is no compulsion used among these people to oblige an 
individual to remain even in the horde to Avhich he belongs, 
contrary to his inclination; being ahvays at liberty to depart 
Avith his property, and join another society that may suit himi
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better. Even in -war the only booty is tlic cattle o f  the 
eneni}'.

Mow far to the northward the country continues to be in­
habited by free Kafier tribes remains yet to be determined; 
but the extent, it is to be feared, is not very great. It ap­
pears tliat the Portuguese slave-merchants have at length 
elfceted a communication across the continent, from Mosam- 
bicpie to their settlements o f Congo and Loango on the 
opposite coast; from Avhich it may be inferred that the line 
ot slavery extends at least as far to the soutliAvard as the 
tAv entieth degree on the eastern, and to the fifteenth or six­
teenth on the western coast. It is probable, hoAvever, that 
in the central parts o f Southern Africa the land o f frccdoin 
may stretch much beyond the parallels Avhere slavery prevails 
on the coast. The Barroloos, from the above account, cannot 
be placed to the southAvard o f the tropic o f Capricorn ; and it 
is not very probable that a nation having made such progress 
as they are represented to have done, should border im- 
juediatcly on a nation o f slaves. Thus though Soffala, M o- 
sumbi(|ne, Qniloa, and Melinda, on the eastern coast, and 
Congo, Ivoango, Benguela, and Angola, on the Avestern, haA'e 
long been doomed to all the evils and horrors o f slavery ,̂ yet 
it is possible that the B ir i and Barorns o f  the charts, in the 
heart o f the continent, may be a continuation o f the same 
free ami happy people as the Booshuanas and Barroloos, the 
former of Avhom extend easterly even to the bay o f D c la Goa,’ 
Avhere the Portuguese have in vain endcavom-cd to introduce 
among them a traffic in slaves. Luckily for the KafFer nation  ̂
neit her the Portuguese on one side, nor the Cape boors on the
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other, have yet been able to convinee them that one set o f 
men ■were created to be sold like cattle, for the pleasure and 
the [)rofit o f another.

The boors, who found little amusement in passing the time 
among the Booshuanas, rvent out daily in parties to shoot 
game. Among other species o f antelopes which were well 
known to them, they one day brought home a pair o f animals 
belonging to this genus, which were perfectly new to the 
Avhole party. This species o f deer was called by the Booshu- 
a?ias the B alia. In its general shape and appearance it bore 
some resemblance to the springbok, but was considerably 
larger. Its height was three feet three inches, and the length 
o f the body from the head to the root o f the tail four feet 
three inches ; horns sixteen inches long, lyre-shaped, and an- 
nulated nearly to the points; ears eight inches, edged and 
tipped with black hairs ; lips ,white; a black stripe down the 
middle o f the faccj and a white spot over each eye ; tail six­
teen inches, o f a brownish colour, with a brush o f white liairs 
at the extremity ; feet white, and on the hind legs a remark­
able callous spot surrounded Avith a tuft o f black hair just 
above the fetlock jo in t ; the colour o f the body o f a deep 
glossy brown, passing into a brighter tint on the sides, and 
the belly and interior parts o f the legs cl<*ar Avhite. 'This 
beautiful antelope is nearly as sAvift as the springbok, but its 
gait is altogether different. Its habits are exti'cmely mild, 
and it is easily rendered as tame and tractable as any do­
mestic animal. The party brought Avith them to the Cape 
a young female, but it died soon after its arrival from the 
fatigues o f the journey. The B alia  may be said to be gre-
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o a r io u s  ; b u t ,  a l t h o u g h  a b u n d a n t  in  e v e r y  p a r t  o f  t h e  Boo^ 
shuana c o u n t r y ,  i t  r a r e ly  h a p p e n s  t h a t  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  o r  

f o u r  a r e  s e e n  g r a z in g  t o g e t h e r  in  o n e  h e r d .

On t h e  1 2 th  D e c e m b e r  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n  t o o k  it s  d e p a r t u r e  

f r o m  LeefaJeoo, n o t  A v ith o u t  f e e l i n g  s o m e  r e g r e t  in  b i d d i n g  

a d ie u  t o  th is  f r i e n d l y  a n d  h o s p i t a b l e  p e o p l e ,  n u m b e r s  o f  

A vh om  a e e o m p a u i e d  t h e  w a g g o n s  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d i s t a n c e ,  

a n d  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  o n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  u p o n  t h e  

n e i g h b o u r i n g  h e ig h t s .  On t h e  s e c o n d  d a y  o f  t h e ir  d e p a r t u r e  

t h e y  w e r e  o v e r t a k e n  b y  t w o  m e s s e n g e r s  f r o m  L eetakoo, 
b i  iu g in g  w i t h  t h e m  a  p r e s e n t  o f  t w o  f a t  o x e n  f r o m  M ooli-  
haban, a n d  U v o  s t r a y  o x e n  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ,  

A vh ich  h a d  b e e n  l e f t  b e h i n d .  T h e y  Avere c h a r g e d ,  a t  t h e  

s a m e  t i m e ,  Avith a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  C h i e f ,  e x p r e s s iv e  o f  t h e  

g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  h e  s h o u ld  f e e l  o n  r e c e i v i n g  a n o t h e r  Ausit t h e  

fo l lo A v in g  y e a r ,  A vh en , h e  o b s e r v e d ,  t h e  3 ’e a r l in g s  o f  t h e ir  

c a t t l e  A v o u ld  b e  g roA vn  u p ,  a n d  t h e y  A v ou ld  b e  a b l e  t o  s p a r e  

t h e m  a  g r e a t e r  n u m b e r  t h a n  t h e y  h a d  n o w  t h e  p o A v e r  o f  

d o i n g .

R e t u r n i n g  b y  t h e  s a m e  r o u t e ,  a n d  b e i n g  in  n o  p a r t i c u la r  

h a s t e ,  t h e  p a r t y  h a d  uoav m o r e  l e is u r e  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  f a c e  o f  

t h e  c o u n t r y .  It Avas Avell c l o t h e d  Avith g r a s s  a n d  s h r u b s  a n d  

t r e e s  o f  v a r io u s  k in d s ,  p a r t i c u la r ly  o f  t h e  s p r e a d i n g  m i m o s a ,  

o n  A vh ich  t h e  cameloparcUtUs d e l i g h t s  t o  f e e d .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  

t r e e s  Averc c o m p l e t e l y  d i s f ig u r e d  b }"  t h e  n e s t s  o f  a  c e r t a in  

s m a l l  b i r d  o f  t h e  a jen u s Lo.via o r  G r o s s b e a k ,  A v h ich  in  la r e e  

l i o d i c s  d w e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  c o n s t i t u t i n g  a  s o r t  o f  c o m m o n A v c a l t l i .  

U n d e r  o n e  c o m m o n  r o o f ,  c o n s i s t in g  o f  t h e  d r y  s t e m s  o f  a  h a r s h
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serrated grass, are rom pactlj arranged some hundreds o f 
nests, to each o f which is a small tube by way o f entrance 
on the underside; and those narrow passages are so well pro­
tected by the sharp points o f the dried stems as to make 
it ditlicult to introduce the hand without injury.

'Fhe plains abounded with ostriches, springboks, harte- 
beests, and qiiachas; and a party o f the Dutch boors had 
the good fortune to shoot an animal that was totally unknown 
to any person in the expedition, and hitherto apparently un­
described by any naturalist. It was called by the Booshuanas 
the Kolcoon. In its general appearance it bore a resemblance 
to the gnoo, but was o f a much larger size. It measured in 
height four feet eleven inches; in length from the head to the 
rump five feet; the head was one foot ten inches long; ears 
ten inches ; tail o f long black hair three feet three inches, re­
sembling that o f a horse; neck uncommonly thick in pro­
portion to the body. It had a mane veiy unlike that o f the 
gnoo, flowing over its shoulders, and continuing to the middle 
o f  the back. The forehead, like that o f the buffalo, Avas 
covered Avith an osseous excrescence, being in fact the roots o f 
the horns, AAdiich Avere terminated in fine pointed extremities like 
those o f the gnoo. From the centre o f the forehead to the nose 
Avas an arched or convex protuberance, covered Avith a ridge 
o f long black hair; and on each check, a little below the 
eye, Avas a remarkable spot o f a circular form, rather more 
than an inch in diameter, naked, and apparentl}'  ̂ glandidous, 
the surface being made up o f bundles o f fine vessels, out o f 
the orifices o f Avhich oozed a white viscous matter. Close 
under these glands greAv tufts o f black hair; a long black
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beard, like that o f the gnoo, covered the throat from the chin 
to the breast. Tlie uosc and mouth Avcrc like those o f an ox, 
but more broadband flat. The general hue o f the body was 
that o f an ash-coloured grey. It had neither the speed, the 
activity, nor the spirit o f the g)ioo. O f this extraordinary 
animal Mr. Daniell made an accurate drawing. Several 
beautiful gnoos o f the common kind were shot by the party in 
the course o f their excursions; and the above-mentioned 
gentleman made an ol)servation in more than one instance, 
that when this animal w'as wounded, and while holding its 
pursuers at baj', it generally snorted from its nostrils a con­
siderable quantity o f small white maggots, o f the siî e and 
appearance o f such as arc sometimes found in hazel nuts.

The same shooting party had also killed a curious cream- 
coloured quacha, the whole body 'o f which was completely 
covered with dark brown stripes. At first this individual was 
considered only as an accidental variety o f the common 
qtuicha; but several o f the same kind being afterwards ob­
tained, and in one day a stallion and a marc both fully 
stiiped, there remained little doubt o f their being individuals 
o f a new and distinct species. Under this idea they endea­
voured to take one alive, for the purpose o f bringing it up to 
the Cape, but were not fortunate enough to succeed. The 
boors on the skirts o f the colony sometimes take the common 
quacha in the same manner as the Spaniards o f Buonas Ayres 
catch the wild horses, by galloping after them and throwing 
over their heads a ream or thong o f leather, with a running 
noose at the end.
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The near resemblance o f some species o f the animals o f 
Africa to others, the participation o f tlte same qualities or 
the same external form and appearance, the frequent intro­
duction to Greece and Koine o f animals that were unknown 
before, gave rise to the maxim that “  Africa was always pro- 
“  ducing something new. ’̂ And llie reasoning employed for 
explaining this fertile source o f novelty is recorded b}' 
Pliny in his Natural History. “  A fr ica  luec maxime spectat, 
“  inopia aquarum ad pancos arnnes congregantibus sc feris. 
“  Idea m ultiformes ihi anirnalium partus, varie fœ m inis cujus- 
“  que generis mares aut vi aut voliipiate miscentes. Unde 
“  etiam vulgare Grceciæ dictum, semper aliquid novi A fr ica  
“  afferre.”  Thus the leopard was supposed to be the mixed 
breed o f a lion and a panther ; the giraffe, o f  the camel and 
the leopard ; the quacha, o f  the zebra  and the ass. And 
although this opinion has long been set aside, and the fact 
fully established, that animals in a state o f nature will never 
violate the laws o f nature, and that, although hybrids are 
sometimes produced, no new race can be propagated even 
by the arts o f domestication, the opinion was at least en­
titled to as much respect as the conjecture o f a celebrated 
French naturalist, that the branching horns o f the stag might 
originally have been produced by the new moulding o f the 
branches o f trees on which he feeds. Had this whimsical 
theory, worthy the adoption o f the Darwinian doctrine, (stolen 
in fact chiefly from IBuffon,) been actually realized, the scarcity’’ 
o f  trees in Africa might be offered as a satisfactory explanation 
o f the w'ant o f stags on this continent ; not a single deer Avith 
branched horns being known to exist between the Mediter- 
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raneaii and the Cape o f Good Hope, a tract o f country 
embracing both tlie torrid and the temperate climates.

O n  t h e  1 4 t l i  t h e  p a r t y  s t r u c k  o f f  t o  t h e  n o rth -iv e s tA V 'a rd , 

t r a v e l l in g  o v e r  a  c o u n t r y  t o l e r a b ly  Avell c l o t h e d  w it h  g r a s s  a n d  

f r u t e s c e n t  p la n t s ,  a n d  a b o u n d i n g  w it h  qtiachas, pallas, harte- 
btesis, a n d  a  g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  w i ld  b u f f a l o s  ; a n d  in  t h e  e v e n ­

i n g  t h e y  a r r iv e d  a t  a  v i l la g e  o f  Booshuanas, c o n s i s t in g  o f  

a b o u t  f o r t y  h o u s e s ,  s i t u a t e d  u p o n  t h e  b a n k s  o f  t h e  K o iir -  
manna r iv e r ,  w h i c h  a s  fa r  a s  t h e  e y e  c o u l d  r e a c h  w e r e  b e a u t i ­

f u l l y  s k i r t e d  Avith la r g e  t r e e s ,  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b le  a n d  t h e  

m o s t  a b u n d a n t  o f  A vh ich  Avas t h e  m i m o s a  o f  t h e  camelopa)’-  
dalis. T h e  fo llo A v in g  d a y  t h e y  f e l l  in  Avith t h e  m is s i o n a r y  

E d A v a rd s  Avho, Avith h is  Avife a n d  f a m i ly  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  h is  

h a l f - c a s t  c o m p a n i o n  a n d  a s s is t a n t  J a n  K o k  a n d  a  fcAv H o t ­

t e n t o t  a t t e n d a n t s ,  Avere r a m b l in g  a b o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a p ­

p a r e n t l y  A v ith o u t a n y  d e t e r m i n a t e  o b j e c t .  O n e  o f  t h e  H o t ­

t e n t o t s  Avas s t i l l  s m a r t in g  u n d e r  t h e  r e c e n t  A v o u n d s  r e c e i v e d  

f r o m  a  l i o n ,  A vh icli h e  h a d  t h e  m is f o r t u n e  t o  e n c o u n t e r ,  a n d  

f r o m  A vh osc v o i 'a c i o u s  fa n ^ s  h is  e s c a p e  Avas l i t t le  le s s  t h a n  

m i r a c u lo u s .  H a v i n g  o b s e r v e d  t h e  fr e s h  t r a c e s  o f  a l i o n ’s paAvs 

l e a d i n g  in t o  t h e  k r a a l  Avhere li is  m a s t e r ’s  s h e e p  Avere p e n t  u p  

b y  n ig h t ,  t h e  H o t t e n t o t  h a d  p l a c e d  Avhat t h e  ] 3 u t e h  c a l l  a  

stell-roer o r  t r a p - g u n  in  t l i c  p a s s a g e  l e a d in g  in t o  t h e  k r a a l ,  

Avith a  vicAv t o  d e s t r o y  th is  n ig h t l y  d e s p o i l e r .  T h e  fo llo A v in g  

m o r n in g ,  o n  g o i n g  t o  t h e  s j jo t ,  h e  f o u n d  t h e  g u n  d i s c h a r g e d  

a n d ,  f r o m  t h e  q u a n t i t y  o f  b l o o d  s p r in k le d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  l o d g e d  in  t h e  

b o d y  o f  t h e  a n im a l .  E o llo A v in g  t h e  t r a c e s  o f  b l o o d  o n  t h e
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ground,, he incautiously approached too near to a neighbour­
ing thicket, out o f which, before he had time to present his 
musket, the wounded lion burst forth and, pouncing upon 
the poor Hottentot, laid him flat on the ground with a single 
pat of his paw. The ro  ̂al brute bestrode the Hottentot Avith 
great composure and, as if conscious o f haAung obtained his 
enemy Avithin his clutches, seemed to be determined to pro­
long the SAveet delight o f rcA êlling in his revenge. According, 
to the poor fclloAv’s statement, he paAved him just as a kitten 
is wont to play Avith a mouse; and that Avhenever he at­
tempted to stir, he Avas sure to receive Avhat the lion might 
consider a gentle tap, but Avdiich, hoAvever, generally carried 
aAvay Avith it a piece o f flesh. Both his arms, indeed, had 
been lacerated in a shocking manner by this lion’s play, Avith, 
Avhich he continued to amuse himself and ta torment his 
vanquished enemy for a considerable length o f time, Avithout 
the least apparent intention of speedily making a meal o f  
him. 'rhe master o f the Hottentot, having by accident dis­
covered the traces o f blood, folloAved them to the scene o f  
action and, ca,sting his eyes to tlie sjiot,. saAV Avith terror the 
critical situatioiA o f his Hottentot. He possessed,, however,, 
sufficient presence of mind to level his piece and, taking a. 
cool and steady aim, he shot the lion dead upon the Hot­
tentot; the skin o f Avhich he carried Avith hinr as a tro])hy of. 
one o f the most fortunate but critical shots that perha])s Avas 
ever made as, had he missed his aim, his oavh fate Avas in­
volved in that o f the Hottentot.

■lït.

w

Continuing their journey along the banks o f the Koiirmamia 
river, they passed a succession o f Booshuana villages, plea-
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santly situated among groves o f the umbrella-like mimosa. 
On every side was abundance o f large game, as pallas, 
spri7igboks, and ostriches whose eggs occasionally supplied 
them with an agreeable repast. On the 17th they arrived at 
the larse village o f Pata?iie, the residence o f the Booshiuma 
chief Serakootie, brother o f Moolihaban. Having approached 
too near the town before they perceived that the waggons 
were passing over garden grounds and fields planted with 
corn, which was at this time a considerable height above the 
surface, they turned back and j)itched their tents on the bank 
o f the river. Serakootie presently came down to welcome 
their arrival; but while he endeavoured to express the pleasure 
he felt on the occasion, he could not forbear remarking that 
their having first atlvanced to the town and then retired to 
encamp at a distance from it seemed to betray a suspicion on 
their part, Avhich was by no means favourable to the good 
opinion and confidence Avhich he had hoped his brother’s 
conduct would have inspired toAvards him. Their motive, 
however, Avas soon explained to his perfect satisfaction. 
He introduced the party to his family, Avhich consisted o f 
four Avives and five children, loaded them Avith civilities 
during their stay, supplying the Avhole expedition Avith as 
much milk as it could make use of. The village Avas plea­
santly situatcid on the rising banks o f the Kourmaiina river, 
AAdiich they now discovered to be a branch o f the Gariep or 
Orange river. It consisted o f about fifty houses, o f the same 
kind, but not quite so avcII built, as those o f Leetakoo.

A  remarkable change o f temperature took place during one 
o f the days the party remained at this village. At three
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o’clock in the afternoon the mercury o f Fahrenheit stood at 
97” in the shade ; and the same evening, at eight, it was 
down to ()2°. The weather was now generally too hot for the 
exposure and the exertion which hunting requires; but the 
larger kinds o f game are at such times proportionably tamer, 
and they were not therefore prevented from continuing this 
diversion. In the neighbourhood o f l^atanie a party o f 
sportsmen killed an old stallion and a mare o f the large yel­
lowish-coloured quacha, striped over the whole body, and 
precisely the same as that above described; which may be 
considered as a corroborative proof o f this animal being a 
distinct species o f the horse kind, and not merely a variety 
o f the common quacha. The same party brought home also 
a couple o f the palla  antelopes.

On the 21st, as they proceeded on the journey, a large bull 
buffalo Avas shot near the waggons. 'J'he face o f the country 
Avas noAv literally covered Avith game, among Avhich a new 
and remarkable animal presented itself. The head resembled' 
that o f a coAv, but the body and legs Averc those o f an an­
telope. The Booshuanas called it the Taklieitsc, or, as the 
Hottentots interpreted the name, th e  W icked C reature. Be­
ing remarkably SAvift, they did not succeed in obtaining an 
individual o f this species; but Mr. Daniell, it seems, took 
great pains to get near enough to one o f them to make a 
draAving, o f Avhich he has given a representation in his 
valuable and interesting publication o f African scenery and 
animals. It seems this creature is very dangerous to ap­
proach Avhen Avounded, and particularly so in the ruttiiAg 
season, Avhen the Booslmanas are extremely careful not to 
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come too near them. They arc represented indeed to be s© 
■wild and ferocious, that this people seldom venture to attack 
them like other deer ^vith. the hassrtgai, but take them gene­
rally by digging pits in the ground and covering them over 
with sticks and earth. This animal appeared to be near live 
feet high, the colour a cinereous blue, and shape not unlike 
that o f the Nil-ghau o f India, the Antelope picta. Its mane 
is black, long, and flowing over each shoulder; its beard is 
long and pointed ; the tail short and naked; the horns from 
fifteen to eighteen inches long, pointing backwards, and bent 
into a circular curve, embracing about a fifth part ot a whole 
circumference, annulated from the root to about two thirds of 
the length. Several o f these horns were brought by the party 
J.O the Cape. The Takheitsc is generally found in pairs, and 
Avhen disturbed they usually take to the wooded heights, Avhich 
were here very finely covered with the common mimosa and 
that on which the Camelopardalis feeds. Numbers o f both 
kinds were loaded with the nests o f the gregarious finch.

, (

I

The woods and thickets being well stocked with bufl'alos, 
whose flesh is savoury and good and hide particularly valuable 
to the boors, as being the best and toughest for traces and 
other waggon furniture,a party Avent out with a determination to 
spend the day in the chase after these huge animals. They 
presently started a Avhole herd, and at the first vollcj'  ̂ suc­
ceeded in bringing' down a large coav . The herd dispersing 
in every direction, three o f an enormous size Avith a }u)ungcalf 
Avere obsei'A cd to rush into a thicket close to the spot Avhere 
the Avaggons and the tents Avere placed. Danicll the secretary 
and Schultz the overseer o f the Avaggons having marked the



exact spot where they had retreated for shelter and, thinking 
the opportunity too favourable to allow them to escape, 
crept close to the thicket with their dogs and their mus­
kets. Schultz having the same day shot an ostrich had 
ornamented his hat with its waving plumes. Elate with 
the hope o f success, he hastened without stopping towards 
the opening into which the animals had retired, when 
suddenly, and quite unexpectedly to him, a huge bull buf­
falo came rushing out o f the thicket and, eying for a mo­
ment the white plume waving in his hat, bolted directly 
towards him. Schultz petrified with fear remained motion­
less on the spot; and the buffalo, taking him up on the 
points o f his horns, tossed him over his head many feet 
into the air, from whence he fell among the branches ot a 
thorny mimosa. Daniell, having observed the fate o f his 
companion, had just time enough to escape a similar en­
counter by climbing into a tree. The buffalo being baited 
by the dogs, and observing the Avhole party coming up, 
thought fit to retire. Poor Schultz returned to the Avaggons, 
bloody, pale, and almost lifeless Avith terror; persisting, 
hoAvever, that he Avas not in the least hurt nor intimidated at 
Avhat had happened; but Avhile he Avas speaking he fainted, 
and it Avas several days before he recovered from the effects 
o f his Avounds and his fright. This, says Mr. Iruter, Avas the 
last attempt he made to be thought a sportsman, having noAv 
learned by experience that it Avas not the province o f every 
one to turn buflalo hunter.

On this occasion the buflalo, as avcII as the lion aaIu c I i 

bestrode the Hottentot, seems to have been actuated by a 
sense o f injury and a spirit o f retaliation. 'Flie elephant,
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Avhicli is perhaps the mildest o f all large animals, appears 
likewise, -when provoked, to be more prone to resentment 
than those o f the most ferocious disposition. O f the great 
sagacity and reasoning powers o f this animal very extraordi­
nary stories have been related, from the time o f Pliny down 
to Buftbn ; some o f which may perhaps be true, but many o f 
them are notoriously false. An instance, however, o f the 
vimhetive spirit o f the elephant occurred to some Dutch 
boors, Avho travelled to the eastward in search o f the place 
where the Grosvenor Indiaman was cast away, which is re­
markable in this respect, and the authenticity o f which can­
not be called in question. This animal, after having received 
into his body several large musket balls, and twice fallen on 
the ground, crept with difficulty into a thick thorny coppice. 
“  Conceiving him to be done for,” says Jacob Van Reencn, 
“  Tjaart VanderWalt, Lodewyk Prins, and Ignatius Mulder, 
“  rode up to the thicket; when, rushing furiously out from 
“  his hiding-place, he lashed his proboscis round the body o f 
“  I r̂ins who was on horseback, dragged him off to the 
“  ground, and trod him to death; then driving one o f his 
“  tusks into his body, he threw him to the height o f thiily 
“  feet into the air. 'I’he other two dismountine hid them- 
“  selves m the thicket. 'I’he elephant looking round him 
“  and perceiving only the horse o f Vandcr Walt began to 
“  tbllow it, but, presently turning about, walked up to the 
“  spot where the corpse o f Prins was lying. At this instant 
“  our Avhole party renewed the attack, when, after receiving 
“  several bullets, he again escaj)ed into the thicket. Think- 
“  ing that we should now see no more o f him, we began to 
“  dig a grave for our unfortunate companion, when the 
“  elephant, again rushing furiously upon us, drove tlie -whole
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“  party away, and remained triumphant over the dead bod}'. 
“  At the distance o f an liundred paces 'Jjaart Vander Walt 
“  put a bullet into his carcase, alter which wc all fired, AV'hen, 
“  having staggered for some time, he fell to the ground and 
“  was put to death by the Hottentots.” These natives pretend 
to say that Avhenever an elephant is provoked to kill his 
enemy, he tears the carcase in })ieces and devours i t : at 
least, such is their conclusion, as no vestige o f the remains is 
ever found on the spot. Perhaps, however, it is more con­
sistent to suppose that he carries it away to some place o f 
concealment. It is a common observation that, numerous as 
these animals are in many parts o f Southern Africa, neither 
the tusks nor any part o f their skeletons are ever found 
above ground, which has led to the conclusion that the ele­
phants must bury their dead. Vander Kemp is inclined to 
believe the fact to be true. One o f his party having shot an 
elephant, they went the folloAving morning with a view o f 
taking out its tusks, Avhen they found from fifteen to twenty 
o f these animals busily employed in removing the dead corpse 
with their snouts.

On the 25th the e.xpedition fell in with a party of I^osjes- 
mans, accompanied by their w'omen and children, Avho droA'e 
along with them a few small spotted goats. These Avere the 
first )«irty of this Avretched race of men they had met Avith 
Avho possessed any living property. The}' gave them, as usual, 
a little food and tobacco, Avhen they proceeded quietly on their 
journey. As the paif of the country they Avere noAv in Avas 
better covered than is commonly the case Avith good SAveet 
grass, they determined to halt for tAA'enty-four hours, in order to
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refresh their way-worn cattle. And as the plains abounded 
with the Camelopardalis, almost the whole party resolved to 
make a day s sjiort, in order to procure, if  possible, one or 
more o f these extraordinary creatures. In the course o f  the 
day they sâ v and chased a great number, some alone and 
otheis in herds o f five or six ; but all their exertions Avere in 
vain, and they Avere obliged to quit the field Avithout killing 
a single beast, though several Avere supposed to be wounded. 
One of the party, hoAvever, shot a rhinosceros o f  an extra- 
ordinaiy size. It measured from the head to the root o f the 
tail ten feet seven inches, and its height exceeded five feet six 
inches. But its size Avas less the subject o f remark than the 
peculiarity o f its horns, Avhich were pretty nearly o f the same 
length ; whereas in the common rhinosceros o f Southern 
Africa the upper horn is a mere stump o f  about six inches in 
length. This variety of the tAvo-horned rhinosceros is called 
by the Booshuanas the Jeckloa, and the common kind, o f  
Avhich the party killed one the folloAving day on the M a g a a g a  
or Iron Mountain, the M og ou é. Here also they fell in with 
several o f the K okoon , the palla, send the common beside 
a number o f hartcbcests and springboks. Quaclias and elands 
Avere equally plentiful in this part o f the country, o f the latter
o f which three large bulls were shot by one o f the Hottentots 
in the course o f the day.

Keeping to tlie AvestAvard o f  their former track, and tra- 
A elling over a country abundantly rich in almost every species 
o f  wild quadruped that frequents the plains o f Afiica, but 
almost destitute o f a human being, except a few miserable 
Bosjesmen, v?ho in parties o f three or four, but never exceed­
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ing eight, occasionally approached the waggons, and always 
with great timidity, they arrived on the 7th at a K o ra  village, 
on the northern bank o f the Orange river, where they found 
these civil creatures, who had been apprized o f their return, 
all collected and prepared Avith their pack oxen to give the 
expedition every assistance in its passage across the river. 
Here they again fell in with the missionary Kicherer, from 
whose opinion, corroVjorated by that o f the K oras, they Avere 
induced to believe that by making a journey to the north- 
AvestAvard, along the banks o f the river, o f twelve or fourteen 
days, to the horde o f a Avell-known character o f the B astaard  
race named Kok, they had a fair prospect o f collecting a 
very considerable number o f cattle. They therefore deter­
mined to make this deviation from the direct route and, if 
practicable, to return by the N am aaqua  country, along the 
Avestern coast o f Africa. In order, however, to lessen the 
consumption» o f provisions, and at the same time to get rid 
o f a real incumbrance, they resolved to dischai’ge from the 
seiwice o f the expedition all the Dutch boors Avhich had 
joined them in the Roggeveld, and to depend in future en­
tirely on the Hottentots. These boors had not been o f the 
least service in any respect, from the first day they joined the 
expedition; but, on the contrary, Avere the cause o f per­
petual vexations. They Avere indolent, disobedient, refrac­
tory, and discontented; and so cowardly that, in the event 
o f meeting Avith hostile tribes, they never could be looked on 
as any protection. They shewed even an aversion to their 
favourite occupation o f shooting game, for no other reason 
but because they perceived it Avould be a gratification to the 
commissioners. As the absence o f siich people could neither
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be attended with regret nor disadvantage, a sufficient portion 
o f provisions to carry them across the Karroo desert into the 
lloggeveld was allotted to them, and they Avere finally dis­
missed from the employ o f the commission.

11 Avas not till the 28th January that the rivei- had sufficiently 
subsided to alloAv the Avaggons to pass Avith safety; and thev 
had scarcely reached the op[)osite shore till it again SAvelled 
several feet in depth, though not a shoAV'er o f rain had fallen; 
and the current continued to A oav Avith such violence that 
they had very little prospect o f  again speedily crossing it, 
Avhich, hoAvever, Avas necessary to be done at this place, to 
enable them to proceed on their intended journey. J’hc K ova  
Hottentots, therefore, set to AAmrk in felling doAvn trees, for 
the purpose o f constructing rafts to float over the Avaggous; 
and they Avere proceeding Avith great activity and consider- 
alile skill in fonvarding these rafts, Avhen a ford aa'us dis­
covered a little loAvet doAvn the river. Here they effected a 
jiassage Avithout accident; and before they reached the place 
o f their destination, thej'̂  Avere under the necessity o f crossing 
this broad and rapid river not less than six times; the last o f 
Avhich they Avere in considerable danger o f being sAvept aAvay, 
by a sudden rise o f the Avaters to the height o f  five or six 
feet.

A considerable variety o f surface presented itself in the 
course o f this journey, Avhich Avas sometimes along the banks 
o f the river, and at other times at a distance from it. The 
common mimosa Avas ev oy  Avhere abundant; and some of 
these trees Avere so much loaded Avith the straAv-built edifices
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o f the giegarious gTossbeak, that at a distance they appeared 
like so many liay-ricks. Several species o f large beautiful 
aloes and tall euphorbias, appeared on the heights; and great 
abundance o f that particular species o f the latter, with which 
it is pretended the Hottentots poison the springs o f water, in 
order to distress their enemies; but o f Avhich the commis­
sioners met with no instance in the course o f their Ion«-O
journe3\ Several Koi'a  villages were situated in the route, 
the inhabitants o f whicdi appeared to be every where happy 
and contented with their few flocks and herds and humble 
sheds; alwaj^s cheerful and in good humour; and from the 
first to the last quarter o f the moon never failing to pass the 
greater portion o f the night in dancing and singing.

On the 11th February the party arrived at tlie place o f its 
destination, where they found a considerable village inhabited 
by a mixed society, consisting o f Kaffers, Hottentots, and half- 
casts o f a variety o f kinds, under a chief o f the name o f Kok, 
who was one o f those people usually distinguished in the colony 
by the appellation o f B astaard, that is to say, the oifs[>ring o f a 
connection between a colonist and a Hottentot. To eveiy ap­
pearance this horde was abundantly ricdi in cattle; but they  ̂
complained that they had lately suffered to a very considerable 
extent, from tlie predatory attack o f a certain frcc-bootcr o f 
the name o f A frica a n er, o f whose future visits they were under 
great apprehension, and the more so on account o f his having 
lately enlisted into his gang a number o f vagabonds o f various, 
descriptions, who had found the means o f escaping out o f 
the hands o f justice from different parts o f the colony. To
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this desperate gang o f robbers had recently been added a 
person o f  so extraordinary a character, that a sketch o f  his 
liistory may not be uninteresting. The name o f  this man was 
Stephanos, by birth a Pole, but o f Greek extraction. From 
the ranks in some o f the German hired regiments, in which 
lie completed the time o f his enlistment, he had procured a 
situation in the Cape as an assistant to a shopkeeper, where 
he Avas tempted to exercise his ingenuity in forging the paper 
currency o f the government, the accomplishing o f which required 
no moderate share o f skill. The card, in the first instance, is 
stamped in Holland, is there covered Avith painted paper o f 
a particular pattern, the numbers and value are filled in by 
a public officer at the Cape, and each card is signed by three 
members o f the Court o f Justice, ev êry one o f Avhom has a 
particular-flourish at the end o f his name which is well known 
throughout the colony ; yet all this Avas so closely imitated by 
Stephanos as to pass current for a length o f time. At last, 
hoAvever, the forgery Avas detected. Stephanos Avas tried for 
his life, condemned, and cast into solitary imprisonment till 
the day o f his execution should ariwe. In this deplorable 
situation his genius, hoAvever, did not forsake him. By the 
help o f a rusty nail which he found in the Avail, and a little 
deal table on Avhich he mounted, he Avorked out gradually a 
square hole through a three-inch plank o f teak Avood, Avhich 
with a little plaster Avas the only cover to the room ; and 
through this hole he effected his escape. In order to elude 
the suspicion o f his keeper, it Avas supposed that he SAval- 
loAved every morning the dust o f  the Avood Avhich he had 
Avorked out in the course o f the night, and filled up the holes
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in tlie plank Avilh crumbs o f bread. Having passed tlie 
limits o f the colony witliout being detected, or at least mo­
lested, he came to the establishment o f Kicherer on the Sack 
river; and having made out some plausible story o f an ir­
resistible call o f grace, b}̂  -which he was im])clled to preach 
the gospel among the heathen, he was received with open arms 
by this 'worth}'̂  but credulous missionary, wh(i, however, as 
a])pears by his own statement, had soon sutKcient reason to 
repent o f his misplaced hospitality. The Greek, it seems, 
conceived the horrid design o f murdering his host, for the 
sake o f his little property ; and for this purpose had one 
night stolen into his cliamber, and Avas approaching his bed, 
when tiic missionary, being fortunately awake and not without 
some suspicion o f the ill intentions o f his guest, instantly 
sprung upon him in the dark, reproached him for his ingrati­
tude and, Avith true Christian fortitude and forgiveness, sent 
him %Avay unhurt Avhen, at a single Avord, his faithful folloM'- 
ers Avould have torn him in pieces. He furnished him Avith 
meat and tobacco for the journey, a Hint and steel to strike a 
fire, a little gunpoAvder, and a bilde, the perusal o f Avhich he 
strongly recommended to his serious attention. But the good 
intentions o f the missionary Avere strangely perverted by this 
vagabontl, Avhose character Avas not less remarkable for its de­
pravity than ingenuity. He read the bible, it Avould seem, but 
the information he obtained therein Avas employed for no good 
purpose. On his arrival among the Koras, he announced him­
self as a prophet, assuring them that he had been sent many 
thousand miles expressly to promote their future consolation 
and happiness. He built a temple under the edge o f a thick
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grove o f mimosas; erected an altar on wliicli he encou­
raged these sill}’ people to make their offerings selected from 
the best o f their flocks and herds ; with solemn mummer}" he 
burned }>art o f the victim, and appropriated the rest to hhn- 
self; sometimes taking the advantage o f a thunder-storm, or 
o)f the overilo\vuig o f the river, he was more exorbitant in. 
his demamds, and even found it expedient to require the- 
young damsels to be brought to the temple.. He carried this-̂  
religious mockery still farther. At a little distance behind the 
wood there was a mountain o f  a considerable height, which 
this high priest o f his own constituted religion regularly 
ascended every morning quite alone, on the summit o f which 
he was generally seen Avrapped in a volume o f smoke,, occa­
sioned by his setting fire to the dry grass, or making a blaiie 
with gunpoAvder. He ascended this mountain, as he pre­
tended to the ignorant Hottentots,, in order to receive his 
histructions from heaven; but the real fact Avms that, inde­
pendent o f the vicAV he had o f imposing on the simple 
Koras, he marched to the summit o f this hill, commanding 
an extensive view over the plains to- the soutliAvard, to ascer­
tain whether the officers o f justice Avere in pursuit o f him, an. 
event o f Avhich the appearance o f  Avaggons at a distance 
would have given him timely notice to effect his escape.

These impious proceedings being at length communicated 
to the missionaries o f the gospel, they resolvmd, if pos.sible, to- 
sei?;e the culprit, and to deliver him. into the hands o f justice; 
but this sly impostor being apprized o f their design, aban­
doned his temple and his flock, and fled toAvards the Avestern.
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coast o f the continent, where, on the confines o f the colony, 
he was recognized by a Dutch boor and taken prisoner; to 
whom, indeed, he pretended to surrender himself, as being 
desirous to give himself up at the Cape. The boor allowed 
him to sleep in his own waggon, Avhose kindness he one night 
repaid by cutting the throat o f his host with a razor, and 
stole away to the lower part o f the Orange river, where he 
ioined the noted marauder A fricaan er.

Thus in all probability, had not the zeal and the exertions 
o f the missionaries defeated his purpose, would this impious 
wretch have succeeded in establishing a new and motley re* 
ligion, partly HebreAv and partly Oreek, at the head of 
which, as the D eoru m , the name o f Stephanos might
in after ages have been rendered eminent among the ignorant 
Hottentots; and to what learned speculations on the origin 
o f this society might not the future discovery o f so hetero­
geneous a mixture o f religions have given rise ? Such is the 
ilano'er o f being led astray, to which the unthinking multitude 
o f  nU nations is exposed, if once they forsake the customs 
and opinions o f their forefathers, and commit themselves to 
the impostures o f artful and designing men.

At Kok’s kraal the complaints and the execrations Avere so 
general against the two robbers, that the commissioners were 
induced to afford this society whatever assistance they w’ere 
able to give in conducting an expedition against such no­
torious offenders, with a view, if possible, to got hold o f them 
dther dead or alive. Mr. Somerville and Mr. Daniell ac-
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cornpanied this armed party for a short distance down the 
river, but returned at the end o f three days. Two days after 
tliis the armed party o f Hottentots and Bastaards also re­
turned, with tlie booty o f a few oxen, c o a v s , and shce]>; but 
the two robbers Avith tlieir gang had escaped into the Avoods. 
Among other tilings they brought back Avith them a quantity 
ot red copper balls, found among the ammunition o f the 
enemy, Avhich he had been under the necessity o f leaving 
behind.

\
Having remained at this spot a Avhole month, and collected 

Avliat fcAV cattle the inhabitants had to spare Avithout distressino- 
their families, the commissioners began to prepare for their 
return to the C ap e; and as, from their present position on 
the riA’cr, the nearest route appeared to be that through the 
Nam aaqua  country,they engaged two Bosjesmans to proceed in 
that dii ectiou over the Karroo plains, Avho, having ascertained 
Avhethcr it Avas practicable to undei'take the journey by that 
route with their numerous cattle, Avere directed to return and 
report for their information. After some days these people 
returned, bringing back the unpleasant intelligence that all 
the springs and rivers Avere completely dried u p ; that they 
had themselves nearly perished for Avant o f  Avater; and that 
it Avas utterly im])racticable for man alone, much more so for 
cattle, to proceed over the plains that intervened betAveen. 
their present situation and the Avestern coast. They Avere, 
therefore, reduced to the necessity o f  measuring back the 
road to the spot Avliere they had first crossed the Orange 
river, in order to get into the old track o f  tJic wago-ons.
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And having satisfied the whole*horde, the K oras, the Bas- 
taards, and the Bosjesinans, who had so willingly and so es­
sentially assisted them on all occasions, they took their leave 
on the lith  March, returning up the river and crossing it 
occasionally at the same places as in their journey down­
wards. Nothing particular occurred till the 19th, when they 
encountered a swarm o f locusts so immensely great that, on 
all sides as far as the eye could reach, the whole surface lof 
the ground, the trees, the bushes, and the smaller plants 
were entirely covered with them. Numbers o f Bosj(;smen 
were observed to be busily employed in collecting these 
insects, which, after being dried in the sun, serve them for. 
food when other resources fail them..

In various parts o f the Orange river they had met with the huge 
hippopotamus, but had not hitherto been fortunate enough to 
kill one o f those creatures. The two secretaries Danicll and Bor- 
chords, determined on having at least a fair chance, left the 
waggons and proceeded along the banks of the river at an 
early hour in the morning, taking with them a Hottentot 
and a pack or saddle ox.. Towards the close o f the day they 
thought o f striking off from the rix er, in ordei- to fall in with, 
the waggons ; but the weather suddenly became so bad, the- 
wind blew so violently, the rain descended in such torrents, 
and the thunder and the lightning were so severe, that they 
found it utterly impossible to proceed. The night was ex- - 
cessively dark, and they were on the midst o f a barren plain, 
without a bush or even a rock to afford them the smallest 
degree o f shelter. To those wdio have never cxpeiienced a-r 
thunder-storm on the deserts o f Africa it is impossible to con'^
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vey a just idea o f its awful and terrific appearances. On this 
uniform surface o f perpetual sterility, on which nor tree nor 
bush nor building nor any prominent point rises above the 
dreary level to catch and conduct silently into the earth the 
electric fluid, the flashes o f lightning dart from cloud to cloud 
in constant succession, filling the whole horizon with a blaze o f 
vivid fire, whilst the thunder, not deep but constant, hisses 
and rattles Avithout intermission. A t the Cape o f Good Hope 
it is just the reverse. There lightning is rarel}" seen and thun­
der scarcely heard ; the lofty and nearly perpendicular mass 
ot rock, the Table mountain, carries ofl" the electric shock 
silently and almost imperceptibly to those who dAvell on the 
plain at the foot o f its base. After this stormy and comfortless 
night passed on the naked earth, Avet, hungry, and dejected, 
the tAvo travellers fell in Avith a small horde o f Bosjesmans 
feasting on locusts, Avhich they broiled in a square hole made 
in the ground, heated Avith hot ashes o f Avood. They were 
not, hoAvcA'cr, sufficiently hungry to be induced to partake o f 
the repast, and these poor creatures had nothing in the AvoiJd 
besides to offer them. They therefore proceeded on their 
march. 'I'he Hottentot avIio  attended them had departed 
in tlie night, in order to find out the Avaggons. Having 
travelled the Avhole day, AA-eary and fatigued and fainting 
Avith hunger, they at night again laid doAvn on the bare clayey 
surface, Avithout the least shelter, exposed to heathy and in­
cessant rain. In the morning, being the third day in Avhich 
the}’ had not tasted food, the gnaAving j)ains o f hunger be­
came so severe that they bethought themselves o f killing the 
beast ot burden for their support. Their muskets, hoAvever, 
Avould not give fire, nor could they draAv them on account o f
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tlic wetness o f the powder. They had no other instru­
ment but a small penknife which, though useless to them, 
would have been (juite sufficient for the purpose had the 
Hottentot been present, as these natives are well ac­
quainted with the palsied state into which an animal falls 
by having the spinal marrow pierced with a pointed instru­
ment. The two secretaries happened, howevei-, to be ig­
norant o f this operation; and the delay occasioned by sug­
gestions as to the best mode o f accomplishing their point led 
to many grievous and melancholy reflections : as the tor­
ment that must necessarily ensue to the poor animal which 
had so frequently carried them and their baggage;— the 
inefficacy o f the expedient, as they were unable to carry 
much o f the flesh with them ;— and the great danger o f their 
remaining near a dead carcase on a desert abounding with 
wild beasts as hungry as themselves. They therefore deter­
mined to give up the attempt; and tying their handkerchiefs 
tight round the belly, after the manner o f the Hottentots, in 
order to allay in some degree the gnawing pain o f hunger, 
they wandered hopeless and disconsolate over a wide and 
desolate plain, surrounded on all sides by dreary solitude aud 
cheerless sterility, without a trace to guide tlieir steps, or 
distant point to direct their course. While thus they were 
silently and slowly marching along entirely at random, young 
Borcherds fancied he heard a distant noise produced by 
the cracking o f a whip. They directed their steps towards 
the cjuarter from whence he supposed it to proceed ; and 
having travelled about a mile, they both distinctly heard a 
second crack. It was in fact a signal made by their com­
panions, u Iro fortunately had remained stationary the Avhole

■g



o f  th is  d a y  in  t l i c  g r e a t e s t  a n x i e t y  a t  t h e  l o n g  a b s e n c e  o f  

t h e ir  f e l l o w  t r a v e l le r s .  ]5 y  d e g r e e s  t h e y  r e c o v e r e d  t h e  e f l e c t s  

o f  f a s t in g  a n d  f a t i g u e  ; b u t  i t  r e q u i r e d  s o m e  c a u t i o n  in  r e ­

g u la t in g  t h e  a p j ) C t i le ,  a f t e r  n o t  h a v in g  t a s t e d  'f o o d  f o r  t h r e e  

d a v s  a n d  t w o  n ig h t s .

I t  Avas o l ) s e r v e d  t h a t  h a d  t h e  l i o t t e n t o t  n o t  f o r s a k e n  t h e m  

t h e y  w o u l d  e a s i ly  h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  e v e n  Avith s o  s m a l l  a n  in ­

s t r u m e n t  a s  a  p e n k n i f e ,  t h e s e  p e o p l e  b e i n g  Avell a c ( [ u a in t e d  

Avith t h e  m o d e  o f  s l a u g h t e r in g  c a t t l e  b y  Avhat is  t e c h n i c a l l y  

c a l l e d  pithing. T h is  m o d e  is  i n d e e d  in  u n iv e r s a l  u s e  a m o n g  

t h e  D u t c h  in  t h e  c o l o n y ,  A vh ich  t h e y  p r e t e n d  t o  s a y  Avas fir s t  

r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  H o t t e n t o t s  ; b u t  a s  t h e  jA r a c t ic e  is  c o m m o n  

o n  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e ,  i t  is  m o r e  jA r o b a b le  t h e  fir s t  

s e t t le r s  c a r r ie d  i t  Avith t h e m  t o  t h e  C a p e .  T h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e ,  

hoAA^cver, t o  A v h ich  t h e y  a s c r ib e  it s  o r ig in  is  s u f i i c i e n t l v  

p la u s ib l e .  A  b u f f a l o  h a v i n g  r u s h e d  u p o n  a  H o t t e n t o t  a n d  

f ix e d  h im  b e tA v e e n  h i^  h o r n s  a g a i n s t  a  h n -g c  t r e e ,  t h e  m a n  in  

t h e  m i d s t  o f  h is  t e r r o r ,  a n d  u n c o n s c i o u s  o f  Avhat h e  d i d ,  

s t r u c k  t h e  a n im a l  a  v i o l e n t  bloAV d i r e c t l y  b e tA v e e n  t h e  h o r n s  

Avith a n  ir o n  h a s s a g a i  o r  s p e a r  A vh ich  h e  h a p p e n e d  t o  haA^e in  

h is  h a n d  ; A vhen , t o  h is  e c p ia l  j o y  a n d  a m a z e m e n t ,  t h e  h u im  

b e a s t  d r o p } ) c d  in s t a n t a n e o u s ly  o n  it s  k n e e s ,  c o m p l c t e l v  

p a r a ly s e d .  A n d  it  is  r e m a r k a b le  e n o u g h  t h a t  t h e  t o o l  m a d e  

u s e  o f  in  t h e  C a ] ) c  f o r  pithing c a t t l e  is  p r e c i s e l y  o f  t h e  s a m e  

shajAC a n d  s iz e  a s  t h e  i r o n  p a r t  o f  a  h a s s a g a i .

A s  the most expeditious and least p a in f u l  m e t h o d  o f takin«- 
a.Avay th e  l i f e  o f  animals destined f o r  the food o f  man is a  

subject on Avhich humanity is  v e r y  intimately concerned, and
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as an opinion said to be founded on facts is circulated in 
many parts o f England, that a pointed instrument thrust 
into the spinal marrow at the nape o f the neck produces in­
stantaneous death, it may not be amiss to mention here the 
substance o f a report o f several experiments made at the 
slaughtering-house at Deptford, under the direction o f the 
Victualling Board, in consequence o f an application to that 
effect from the Bishop o f Durham to the Lords Commissioners 
o f the Admiralty.

In this report the chief clerk o f the cutting-house states that, 
having requested the attendance o f ]\Ir. Mellish, his foreman, 
and a gentleman o f the faculty, “  on the knife being thrust 
“  into the spine un to the hilt, it was evident the creature 

suffered'A’cry considerably ; and so far from its producing 
“  instant death, on the contrary, it continued alive and ap- 
“  parently m great pciin. Iwo out ot ten thus tieated A\eie, 
“  after their throats were cut, not less than ten minutes in 

dying; and all o f them, it was evident, letained theii 
“  senses, sight, breathing, and feeling to the last; two 
“  groaned most piteously, from which and their violent 
“  plunging it was but too obvious to what degree the animals 
“  suffered. The people usually enqiloycd in slaughtering 
‘ ‘ oxen were so distressed tlKit they could not help exclaiming, 
“  This is butchering indeed ! This is doxenright murder ! For 
“  the purpose ot making a comparison between this and oin 
“  present practice, three beasts were slaugliteied in the usual 
« way. The first fell with a single blow, the second with 
“  two, and the third with one on ly ; in all the breathing m-
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stantly ccasccl, tlie eyes became fixed, and the animals 
appeared to be perfectly devoid o f sensibility'. In oxen 
that are knocked down the blood flows with great rapidity, 

“  and in a few seconds is totally discharged; the reverse o f 
“  which aj)pears to be the case in pithing, owing, perhaps, 
“  to the convulsive contraction o f the whole muscular sys- 
“  tern,” After some other experiments o f  driving an iron 
'punch into the brain, the reporter observes, “  that the general 
“  mode o f slaughtering cattle, for any thing that has yet 
“  appeared to the contrary, is decidedly the most expe- 
“  ditious and the most merciful o f any that is known or 
“  practised.”

As, however, the practice o f pithing hasvciy generally been 
supposed to be employed both in this and other countries, so 
as to be less painful to the animal and less injurious in its con­
sequences, the Lords o f the Admiralty conceiving that the ex­
periment made at Dcptfoi’d might have failed from some mis­
management in the mode o f operation, thought proper to direct 
that, after obtaining the best information on the subject, the 
experiment should be repeated. Accordingly the Chairman 
o f the \actualling Office M’ith two Commissioners, and the 
first Commmissioner o f the Sick and ^Youndcd Department, 
proceeded to the premises o f Mr. Mellish, and there witnessed 
the killing o f four oxen : two o f them after the ordinary mode 
i)f knocking down with a pole-axe ; and the other two after 
the new method o f pithing, by the means o f an iron instrument 
thrust into the spinal marrow at the nape o f the neck. These 

report “  that the different operations o f pithing<>entlemen
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and knocking down appeared to be dcxtrously performed ; 
and that in both instances the tliroats o f the oxen were 
instantly cut, to the end that the blood might be properly 
discharged. 'J’he oxen which were pithed  fell upon their 
knees the moment the knife was thrust into them, but 
from their violent struggles and convulsive contortions they 
seemed to experience excruciating torturetheir  eyes re­
mained in an animated and susceptible state ; their breath­
ing was retained ; and they continued apparently in great 
agony for upwards o f ten minutes before they expired; 
whereas the oxen which Avere slaughtered in the ordinary 
practice o f knocking down fell at the first stroke o f the axe 
upon their foreheads; and the moment they Averc doAvn, 
they Avere struck tAvo or three more blows on the same part 
o f the head Avith the same instrument, when their eyes 
immediately became fixed, they appeared insensible o f 
further pain, and in the space o f three minutes from the 
time o f their being first struck all animation Avas- com­
pletely extinct. So far, therefore,, as this experiment ex­
tended it appeared evident that the common method o f 
knocking doAvn Avas preferable to the new mode o f pithing, 
not only as-it Avas more merciful to the animal, but because 

' the lilood flowed more freely from the throats oi the oxen,
■ and the flesh Avas thereby rendered in a better state.”

The above experiments so ably conducted, and reported 
Avithout prcjudicc or partiality, must set the (luestion for ever 
at rest; and it is to be hoped, therefore, that while Britons 
have firmness o f nerve to face an ox, and strength o f muscle

3 k .2
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to grasp the pole-axe, a method will not be resorted to whose 
only recommendation is that ot reducing an animal by in­
tense ])ain into a helpless condition, tor the greater con­
venience o f taking away its life which, in tact, is all they 
jirctend to accomiilish by this method at the Cape o f flood 
H ope; for though all slaughtered oxen there are brought to 
the ground by dividing the spinal marrou’', yet none are 
killed by it.

'I’he party having travelled sixteen days along the river, 
sometimes close to its bank, and at other times several miles 
distant trom it, over a rough and almost impassable country, 
on the 2 7th they struck off to the southward, and on the 29th 
fell into their old track at the K om aioo  spring, situated on 
ihe edge o f the great Karroo which extends from hence to 
the skirts of the Roggeveld. On these desert plains few sup­
plies of provisions are to be expected, not even o f the most 
common and plentiful sort o f game peculiar to Southern 
Africa; and a few straggling Bosjesmans Avhich may chance 
to be crossing it, roving about in (piest o f food, are the only 
human creatures likel}'̂  to be met with. About half a dozen 
ot these wretches were seen in the whole journey, from two o f 
whom the [larty received a very seasonable supply o f  delicious 
honey in exchange for some tobacco. It was contained in a 
bag made ot the skin o f a small antelope.

J îttle that is worthy ot remark occurred on these dreary 
plains ot Africa where, to use the Avords o f Dr. Johnson, “  the 
“  night and the day are cipially solitary and equally safe.” The

4



time employed in crossing them was thirteen days, at the end 
of’ which, on the 12th Aj>ril, they arrived within the coniines 
o f the colony, not sorry to haA'e bj'ought so near to a (X)u- 
chision a long and fatiguing journey, the novelty o f which 
must necessarily have been ))urchascd at the expcncc o f 
much o f the ordinary comforts and conveniencies o f life. 
“  We praised God,” says Mr. Truter, “  for his gracious 
«  assistance and protection through our long and dangerous 

journey over deserts wide and unfiequented, rivers deep 
“  and rapid, into the midst of a strange nation inhabiting a  
“  region hitherto unexplored.”

END OF THE JOURNEV.
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