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PREFACE.

Avrrtioucn the Journal of a voyage to Drazil, and of a residence of
many months in that country, was not written without a view to pub-
lication at some time ; yet many unforeseen circumstances forced the
writer to pause before she committed it to press, and to cancel many
pages recording both public and private occurrences.

Perhaps there is even yet too much of a personal nature, but
what is said is at least honest ; and if the writer should suffer per-
sonally by candour, the suffering will be cheerfully borne.

As to public events, all that can be new in the Journal is the
bringing together facts which have reached Europe one by one, and
recording the impression produced on the spot by those occurrences
which might be viewed in a very different light elsewhere. Some
have, no doubt, been distorted by the interested channels through
which they have reached the public; some by the ignorance of the
reporters ; and most by the party spirit which has viewed either with
enthusiasm or malignity the acquisition of freedom in any quarter
of the globe.

The writer does not pretend to perfect impartiality, for in some

cases impartiality is no virtue; but knowing that no human good
A2




iv PREFACE.

can be attained without a mixture of evil, she trusts that a fair pic-
ture of both has been given, although it has cost some pain in the
writing.

Of the natives of the country, or of those engaged in its service,
what is said, whether of those still employed or of those no longer
in the empire, was written under the impression of the moment ; and
the writer’s confidence in the good sense and justice of the Brazilian
government and people is such, that she leaves the i)assages as they
stood at the moment of writing.

The events of the last three years in Brazil have been so impor-
tant, that it was thought best not to interrupt the account of them,
by continuing what may be called the writer’s personal narrative
after she reached Chile ; therefore the two visits to Brazil are printed
together, along with an Introduction containing a sketch of the history
of the country previous to the first visit, and a notice of the public
events of the year of her absence, to connect it with the second.

The Journal of a visit to Chile will form the subject of a separate
volume.

It was thought cssential that the narratives concerning Spanish
and Portuguese America should be kept quite separate; the coun-
tries themselves being as different in climate and productions, as the
inhabitants arc in manners, society, institutions, and government.

Nothing can be more interesting than the actual situation of the
whole of South America. While Europe was engaged in the great
revolutionary war, that country was silently advancing towards the
point at which longer subjection to a foreign dominion became
impossible.  Circumstances, not laws, had opened the ports of the
South Atlantic and ' the Pacific. Individuals, not nations, had lent
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their aid to the patriots of the New World : and more warlike instru-
ments and ammunition had gone silently from the warehouses of the
merchant to arm the natives against their foreign tyrants, than had
ever issued from the arsenals of the greatest nations. But, for a
period, Brazil did not openly join in the struggle for independence.
The Royal I'amily of Portugal took refuge there ; and converted it,
by that step, from a colony into the seat of government, from a state
of slavery to one of sovereignty. Therefore, while the court con-
tinued to reside at Rio de-Janeiro, the Brazilians had no inducement
to break with the mother country. But it was very different when
the King returned to Lisbon, and the Cortes, forgetting the change
of men’s minds produced by circumstances, endeavoured to force
Brazil back to the abject state from which she had arisen. Then
arose the struggle, some part of which it was the fortune of the
writer to witness; and concerning which she was able to collect
some facts which may serve as materials for future history. She
trusts that if the whole ¢ruth is not to be found in her pages, that
there will be nothing but the truth.

It is with no small anxiety that the Journal is sent into the world,
in the hope that it may tend to excite interest for the country by
making it better known. Perhaps the writer has over-rated her
powers, in attempting to record the progress of so important an
event as the emancipation of such an empire from the thraldrom of
the mother country. The lighter part of her task, namely, the
description of the country, its inhabitants, and the manners of the
different classes, both of natives and foreigners, should have been
fuller ; but that want of health, and sometimes want of spirits, pre-

vented her from making use of all the means that might have been




o PREFACE.

within her reach of acquiring knowledge. She trusts, however, that
there is no misrepresentation of importance ; and that the Journal,
the writing of which has to her beguiled many a lonely and many
a sorrowful hour, will not give a moment’s pain to any human

creature.
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INTRODUCTION.

SKETCH OF THE HISTORY OF BRAZIL.

I suncep it necessary to prefix the following sketch of the history
of Brazil to the journal of my voyage thither, in order that the
political events to which I was an eye-witness might be the better
understood.

The early part of the history is almost entirely taken from Mr.
Southey. It would have been easy for me to have referred to the
Portuguese authors, as I have read nearly all that are to be found in
print of Mr. Southey’s authorities, and some that he does not
mention ; but Mr. Southey had been so faithful as well as judicious in
the use he has made of his authors, that it would have been absurd, if
not impertinent, to have neglected his guidance. From the time of
the King’s arrival in Brazil, or rather of his leaving Lisbon, I am
answerable for all I have stated : it is little, but I hope that little
is correct.

The circumstances of Spanish and Portuguese America were very
different in every stage. In Mexico, in Peru, in Chili, the con-
querors encountered a people civilised and humane; acquainted
with many of the arts of polished life ; agriculturists and mechanics ;
knowing in the things belonging to the altar and the throne, and
waging war for conquest and for glory. But the savages of Brazil
were hunters and cannibals ; they wandered, and they made war for
food: few of the tribes knew even the cultivation of the mandioc,
and fewer still had adopted any kind of covering, save paint and
feathers for ornament. The Spanish conquests were more quickly

B




9 INTRODUCTION.

made, and appeared more easily settled, becausc in states so far
advanced in civilisation the defeat of an army decides the fate of a
kingdom, and the land already cultivated, and the mines already
known and worked, were entered upon at once by the conquerors.

In Brazil the land that was granted by leagues was to be won by
inches from the hordes of savages who succeeded each other in in-
calculable multitudes, and whose migratory habits rendered it a
matter of course for one tribe immediately to occupy the ground
from which its predecessors had been driven. Ience the history of
the early settlers in Brazil presents none of those splendid and
chivalresque pictures that the chronicles of the Corteses, and
Pizarros, and Almagros furnish. They are plain, and often pathetic
scenes of human life, full of patience, and enterprise, and endur-
ance ; but the wickedness that stains even the best of thein, is the
more disgusting as it is more sordid.

But the very circumstances that facilitated the settling of the
Spanish colonies were also likely to accelerate their liberation. A
sense and a remembrance of national honour and freedom, remained
among the polished Mexicans and Peruvians. Their numbers in-
deed had been thinned by the cruelties of the conquerors, but
enough were left to perpetuate the memory of their fathers, to hand
down the prophecies uttered in the phrenzy of their dying patriots ;
and the Peruvian, when he visited Lima, looked round the chamber
of the viceroys, as he saw niche after niche filled up with their
pictures, till the fated number should be accomplished, with no com-
mon emotion * ; and many a dreamer on the Peruvian coast, when he
saw the Admiral of the Chilian squadron, was ready to hail him as
the golden-haired son of light who was to restore the kingdom of
the Incas.t

* The hall with the pictures of the viceroys was filled: there would be no room in it
for Lacerna.

+ This prophecy was recorded by Garcelago de la Vega ; and it is said, that the copies
of his Incas were bought up, and an edition printed, omitting the prophecy.
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But in Brazil, what was once gained was not likely to be lost by
the efforts of the natives, or at least by any recollection of their’s,
pointing to a better or more glorious time. They have been either
exterminated, or wholly subdued. The slave hunting, which had been
systematic on the first occupation of the land, and more especially
after the discovery of the mines, had diminished the wretched
Indians, so that the introduction of the hardier Africans was deemed
necessary : they now people the DBrazilian fields; and if here and
there an Indian aldea is to be found, the people are wretched, with
less than Negro comforts, and much less than Negro spirit or in-
dustry. Hence, while the original Mexicans and Peruvians form a
real and respectable part of the assertors of the independance of
their country, along with the Creole Spaniards, the Indians are no-
thing in Brazil; even as a mixed race, they have less part among
the different casts than in the Spanish colonies; and therefore jea-
lousies among the Portuguese themselves could alone at this period
have brought affairs to their present crisis. These jealousies have
taken place, and though they did not arise principally out of the
causes of the emigration and return of the Royal family, they were
at least quickened and accelerated by them.

In 1499, Brazil was discovered by Vicente Yafiez Pin¢on, a native
of Palos, and one of the companions of Columbus. He and his
brothers were in search of new countries, and after touching at the
Cape de Verd Islands, he steered to the south-west, till he came to
the coast of DBrazil, near Cape St. Augustine, and coasted along as
far as the river Maranham, and thence to the mouth of the Oronoco.
He carried home some valuable drugs, precious stones, and Brazil
wood ; but had lost two of his three ships on the voyage. He made
no settlement, but had claimed the country for Spain.

Meantime Pedro Alvarez Cabral was appointed by LImanuel,
King of Portugal, to the command of a large fleet, destined to follow
the course of Vasco de Gama in the east. Adverse winds, however,
drove the expedition so far to the westward, that it fell in with the
coast of Brazil, and the ships anchored in Porto Seguro on Good-

B2




4 INTRODUCTION.

Friday of the year 1500. On Easter-day the first Christian altar was
raised in the new continent under a large trec, and mass was per-
formed, at which the innocent natives assisted with pleased attention:
the country was taken possession of for the crown of Portugal by the
name of the land of the Holy Cross, and a stone cross was erected to
commemorate the event. Cabral dispatched a small vessel to Lisbon
to announce his discovery, and then, without making any settlement,
proceeded to India.

On the arrival of the news in Europe, the King of Portugal invited
Amerigo Vespucci from Seville, and sent him with three ships to
explore the country. After a long and distressing voyage they
arrived, and very early in their intercourse with the natives they
discovered that they were cannibals, but nevertheless they established
a friendly intercourse with some of the tribes; and after coasting
along South America as far as lat. 52°, finding neither port nor inha-
bitants, and suffering from intolerable cold, they returned to Lisbon
in 1502.

Early in the next year Amerigo sailed again with six ships; but
having stood too near the coast of Africa, after passing the Cape de
Verds by the orders of the commander, four of the vessels were lost,
but Amerigo with the other two reached a port which they called
All Saints.* There they remained five months, in friendship with
the natives, with whom some of the party travelled forty leagues into
the interior. They erected a small fort, and left twelve men with
guns and provisions, and having loaded their two ships with Brazil
wood, monkeys, and parrots, they returned to Lisbon early in 1504.

But as Brazil, as it now began to be called, did not promise that
ample supply of gold which the Spaniards had discovered in their
new countries, and which the Portuguese gained with less hazard
from Africa, and from the East, the country ceased for a time to
excite the attention of government, and the first actual settlements

* "T'his cannot be Bahia ; for they say, that after coasting 260 leagues they were in 18°8S. ;
now Bahia is in 12° 40, or nearly; the difference being 120 leagues ; ‘it must therefore be
a port to the northward.
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were made by private adventurers, who, on account of their trade,
were desirous of having some kind of agents among the people.
The first persons employed for this purpose were criminals, a sort of
settlers that may do well in an unpeopled country, where there is
nothing to do but to reclaim the land, but that must do ill where
there are many and savage natives, because they ecither become
degraded to the savage level themselves, if they continue friends, or,
if not, they are apt to practise such cruelties and injustice as disgust
the natives, render colonisation difficult, and if they teach any thing,
it is all the worst part of the lifc of civilised nations.

But in 1508, Amerigo Vespucci having returned to the service of
Spain, the King resolved to take possession of the new land which
had been discovered ; and founding -his claims on the grant of Alex-
ander VL, he sent Vincent Yafiez Pingon and Juan Diaz de Solis to
assert them. They made Cape St. Augustine’s, which Pingon had
discovered, and coasted along to lat. 40° south, erecting crosses as they
went 3 but some disputes having arisen between them, they returned
to Spain : and it appears that the remonstrances of Portugal against
the voyage, as an interference with her discoveries, had some weight,
for it was not until 1515 that Solis was dispatched on a sccond voyage,
and then it was with the avowed purpose of seeking a passage to the
Great Pacific Sea, which had becn sought and seen by Balboa in 1513.
That extraordinary but unfortunate man was the first LEuropean
whose eyes rested on the broad Pacific. He had heard from the
Indians of its existence, and resolutely set out to discover it, well
aware of the dangers and difficulties he had to encounter. After
twenty-five days of suffering and fatigue, he saw the South Sea; he
heard of Peru, its mines, and its llamas, its cities and its aqueducts, and
he received pearls * from the islands that lay in front of St. Miguel’s
bay, where he walked sword in hand up to his middle into the water
and took possession for the King of Spain. No one in Lurope now
doubted that the western way to the Last Indies was discovered.

— — — - —

* Pearl islands, in the bay of Panama. The sand of the beach of those islands is
iron, and is as easily attracted by the loadstone as steel filings.
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Great hopes were therefore entertained from the expedition of Solis.
That able navigator made the coast of Brazil far to the southward of
Cape St. Augustine, where he had been with Pin¢on; and on the st
of January 1516 he discovered the harbour of Rio de Janeiro; thence
he sailed still to the southward, and entered what he hoped at first
would be a sea, or strait, by which he might communicate with the
ocean ; but it was the river La Plata, where Solis and several of his
followers were murdered and devoured by the natives. The ships
then put back to St. Augustines, loaded with Brazil wood, and re-
turned to Spain.

But the King Don Emanuel claimed these cargoes, and again
remonstrated against the interference of Spain so effectually, that
three years afterwards, when Magelhaens touched at Rio de Janciro,
he purchased nothing but provisions.

Meantime several French adventurers had come to Brazil, and
had taken in their cargoes of Brazil wood, monkies and parrots, and
sometimes plundered some of the weaker Portuguese traders. In
1616, two of these adventurers entered the bay of All Saints, and
had begun to trade with the Indians, when the Portuguese com-
mander, Cristovam Jaques, sailing into the port, and examining all its
coves, discovered them, and sunk the ships, crews, and cargoes. About
the same time, a young Portuguese nobleman, who had been wrecked
on the shoal off the entrance of the harbour *, and who had seen half
his companions drowned, and half eaten by the Indians, had contrived
to conciliate the natives. Ile had saved a musket and some powder
from the wreck, and having taken an opportunity of shooting a bird
in the presence of the inhabitants, they called him Caramuru, or the
man of fire; and, as he accompanied them on an expedition against
their enemies the Tapuyas, he became a favourite, married at least
one Indian wife, and fixed his residence at the spot now called Villa
Velha, near an excellent spring, and not far from the entrance to
the bay.

* I suppose that off St. Antonio da Barre.
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Caramuru, however, felt some natural longing to see his native
land, and accordingly seized the opportunity afforded by the arrival of
a I'rench vessel, and taking his tavourite wife, he went with her to
I'rance, where they were well received by the court, the king and
queen standing sponsors at the baptism of the Brazilian lady, whose
marriage was now celebrated according to the Christian form. Cara-
muruy, however, was not permitted to go to Portugal ; but by means
of a young Portuguese student at Paris ¥, he communicated his
situation to the King Joam IIL, and pressed him to send an expe-
dition to the bay of All Saints. Shortly afterwards, Caramuru
returned to Bahia, having agreed to freight two ships with Brazil
wood as the price of his passage, of the artillery of the ships, and of
the articles necessary for trading with the natives.

Still, however, as Brazil furnished neither gold, nor that rich
commerce which the Portuguese derived from their Indian trade,
it was pretty much left to itself for the first thirty years after its
discovery ; and then the regulations adopted by the court were not,
perhaps, the most advantageous for the country. The coast was
divided by Joam IIIL into captaincies, many of which extended fifty
leagues, and each captaincy was made hereditary, and granted to any
one who was willing to embark with suflicient means in the adven-
ture ; and to these captains an unlimited jurisdiction, both criminal
and civil, was granted.

The first person who took possession of one of these captaincies
was Martim Affonso de Souza, in 1531, who sometimes claims the dis-
covery of Rio de Janeiro as his, although it had been named by Solis
fiftcen years before. Souza was probably deterred from fixing on
the shores of that beautiful bay, by the number and fierceness of the
Indian tribes that occupied them. Ile therefore coasted towards the
south, naming Ilha Grande dos Magos on twelfth-day, when

¢« Three kings, or what is more, three wise men went
¢« Westward to seck the world’s true orient.”

* Pedro Fernandez Sardinha, the first bishop of Brazil.
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St. Sebastian’s on the 20th, and St. Vincent’s on the 22d; but
having proceeded as far south as the La Plata, he returned to the
neighbourhood of San Vincente, where he ultimately founded his
colony, and whence he named the whole captaincy.

Martim Affonso de Souza was no ordinary man : his cares for his
colony did not relax even after he had been recalled, and sent as
governor-general to India, where he had before highly distinguished
himself. IIe introduced the sugar-cane from Madeira into his colony,
and in it also the first cattle were bred. Thence they have spread
all over the continent of South America, and have proved of more
real value to it than its mines.

Pero Lopes de Souza, the brother of Martim Affonso, had his fifty
leagues of coast in two allotments ; one part, St. Amaro, was imme-
diately to the north of San Vincente, and the other was Tamaraca, be-
tween Pernambuco and Paraiba.

About the same time the Fidalgo Pedro de Goes attempted a
settlement at Paraiba do Sul ; but after two years tolerable prosperity,
he was attacked by the native tribe of Goaytacazes, and five years
of warfare reduced him to the necessity of sending to Iispirito Santo
for vessels to remove his colonists.

Vasco Fernandez de Coutinho began to settle Ispirito Santo in
the same year (1531) in which the former colonies had been begun.
ITe had amassed a great fortune in the East, and expended most of it
in collecting voluntecrs for his new colony ; sixty fidalgoes and men
of the royal household accompanied him. The adventurers had a
prosperous voyage. On their arrival they built a fort, which they
called N. S. da Victoria, and established four sugar-works. Coutinho
returned to Lisbon for recruits and implements for mining, the settlers
having now obtained some indications of gold and jewels to be found

in the country.

The adjoining captaincy of Porto Scguro was given to Pedro de
Campo Tourinho, a nobleman and a navigator. He sold his posses-
sions at home, and raised a large body of colonists, with which he
established himself at Porto Seguro, the harbour where Cabral had
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first taken possession of Brazil. The history of the settlement of
Porto Seguro, like that of all the others, is stained with the most
atrocious cruelties ; not such as soldiers in the heat of war commit,
but cold calculated cruelties, exterminating men for the sake of
growing canes, so waiting patiently for the fruit of crime.*

Ilheos, so called from its principal river, which has three islands at
the mouth, was settled by Jorge de Figueredo Correa, who had a place
in the treasury, under Joam IIL, between 1531 and 1540, and speedily
became flourishing, being remarkably favourable to the sugar culti-
vation.

Bahia de Todo os Santos was, with its adjacent territory, given to
Francisco Pereira Coutinho, a fidalgo who had made himself a name
in India. He fixed his abode at Villa Velha, where Caramuru had
formed his little settlement, and two of his followers married the
daughters of Caramuru.

The bay, or reconcave of All Saints, is a magnificent harbour : the
entrance appears to be a league in breadth ; but on the right hand,
on entering, there is a shoal dangerous to large vessels, called that of
St. Antonio da Barre ; and on the left, coral reefs running off from
Itaporica. The country that surrounds it is so fertile, that it must
always have been an object of desire whether to savage or civilised
inhabitants ; and it is not surprising that three revolutions, that is,
three changes of indwellers, driven out by each other, should have
been, in the memory of the Indians, before the settlement of
Coutinho.

That nobleman, whose early life had been passed in the East-Indian
Portuguese wars, imprudently and cruelly disturbed the peace of the
rising settlement, by the murder of a son of one of the chiefs. The

* I hope the following tale is not true, though my authority is good. In this very
captaincy, within these twenty years, an Indian tribe had been so troublesome, that the
Capitam Mor resolved to get rid of it. It was attacked, but defended itself so bravely,
that the Portuguese resolved to desist from open warfare; but with unnatural ingenuity
exposed ribands and toys infected with smallpox matter in the places where the poor
savages were likely to find them : the plan succeeded. The Indians were so thinned, that
they were easily overcome !

(o]
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consequence was, that after a most disastrous warfare, in the course
of which the already flourishing sugar-works were burnt, he and
Caramuru were both obliged to abandon the settlement and retire
to Ilheos. Soon afterwards, however, he made peace with the
Indians ; but on his return to the Reconcave, he was wrecked on the
reef off Itaporica, where the natives murdered him, but spared Cara-
muru, who returned to his old dwelling.

In the settlement of Pernambuco, the first donatory, Duarte Coelho
Pereira, was opposed not only by the natives, but by numbers of
French, who having carried on a desultory though profitable trade
on the coast, now joined the Indians in retarding those regular settle-
ments which were likely to put an end to their commerce. The
colony, however, had been planted at Olinda,* a situation as strong
as it is beantiful, and Pereira contrived to engage some of the Indian
tribes in his favour. The war was but of short continuance, and
nothing farther, except the seizure of the little settlement of Garussa,
in the woods and near the creek which separates Itameraca from the
main land, occurred to impede the prosperity of the captaincy.

The last colony which was founded during these ten eventful years
was that of Maranham. Three adventurers undertook this settlement
jointly. The most celebrated was Joam de Barros, the historian ; the
others were Fernam Alvares de Andrada, father of the writer of the
Chronicle, and Aires da Cunha.

Aires da Cunha, Barros’s two sons, and nine hundred men, sailed
in ten ships for their new possession, but were wrecked on the shoals
of Maranham ; so that it was long before any success attended the
undertaking. Da Cunha was drowned, the sons of Barros slain by
the Indians, and the rest of the people with difficulty survived in a
very wretched condition.

Meantime the passage through Magellan’s Straits had been disco-
vered, and the Spaniards, first under Sebastian Cabot, and afterwards

* There is a note in the first volume of Southey’s Brazil concerning the name of
Marino given to Olinda by Hans Staade. The other Brazilians call the Pernambucans
of Recife Marineros still. Is this from the town or their nautical habits ? or from the
name of the Indian village Marim which existed in the neighbourhood ?
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under Don Pedro de Mendoza, who founded Buenos Ayres, had begun
to settle on the shores of the Plata, not without opposition from the
Portuguese, and a more obstinate and fatal resistance from the
Indians. The tribes in this neighbourhood appear to have been
more civilised than those of the coast of Brazil, and consequently
more formidable enemies to the rising towns. Orellana had also
made his daring voyage down the mighty river that is somctimes
called by his name. He had afterwards perished in an attempt to
make a settlement on its shores, and nearly the same fate had
attended Luiz de Mello da Silva, who made a similar attempt on
the part of Portugal.

Cabeza de Vacca had also made his adventurous overland
_ journey from St. Catherine’s, and after settling himself in the govern-
ment of Assumption, had conducted various expeditions of dis-
covery, always in hopes of finding an easy way to the gold
countries. In one of these he found traces of the adventurer Garcia,
a Portuguese, who, under the orders of Martim Affonso de Souza,
had, with five companions, undertaken to explore the interior of
South America. This man had by some means so conciliated the
Indians, that he was followed by a very considerable army, and is
said to have penetrated even into Tarija. [le is believed to have
perished by the hand of one of his own followers, but no particulars
were ever known of his fate.

During the next ten years, nothing remarkable occurred with re-
gard to Brazil, except the founding of the city of St. Salvadors, by
Thome de Souza, the first Captain General of Brazil, who carried
out with him the first Jesuit missionaries. Ior the site of his new town
De Souza fixed upon the hill immediately above the deepest part of
the harbour of Bahia, which is defended at the back by a dcep lake,
and lies about half a league from the Villa Velha of Coutinho and
Caramuru.

The temporal concerns of the new colony, derived inestimable
advantagé from the friendship and assistance of the patriarch Cara-
muru : as to the spiritual, it was indeed time that some rule of faith
and morals should find its way to Brazil. The scttlers had hitherto

@ %
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had no instructors but friars, whose manners were as dissolute as
their own, and who encouraged in them a licentious depravity,
scarcely less shocking than the cannibalism of the savages. These lat-
ter are said to have eaten the children born by their own daughters to
their prisoners of war, — a thing so unnatural, that it only gains credit
because the Portuguese sold as slaves even their own children by
: the native women. The apostle of Brazil, as he may in truth be
called, and chief of the six Jesuits who accompanied Souza, was
Nobrega, the cotemporary and rival in the race of disinterested
services to his fellow creatures of St. Irancis Xavier; and, with re-
gard to his steady attempts to protect as well as to convert the
Indians, another Las Casas.
Brazil was becoming an object of importance to the crown of
Portugal. The new settlement of Bahia was established on the
king’s account, and at his expense 1000 persons had been sent out the
first year, 1549. In four months there were 100 houses, six batteries,
and a cathedral : a college for the Jesuits, a palace, and a custom-
house were begun ; the whole was defended by a mud wall. The
next year supplies of all kinds arrived from Lisbon, and the year
after that several female orphans, of noble family, were sent out as
wives for the officers, with dowries in negroes, kine, and brood-mares.
About this time, a Spanish expedition destined for the river Plata
" miscarried ; one of the ships was wrecked off St. Vincent’s, and to
Hans Staade, one of the crew who survived and after various ad-
ventures fell into the power of the Indians, we are indebted for the
most authentic and particular account of the Brazilian Savages.* It
is curious that the Indians of the new world, should so very far ex-
ceed all the savage tribes of the old in barbarity. But it is certain

* In the Historia da Provincia Sancta Cruz, by Pero de Magalhaens de Gandano,
1576, there is an account sufficiently tallying with that which Southey has compiled from
Hans Staade and De Lery. But it is far from being so disgusting. There is a copper-
plate representing the dragging the prisoner with cords, and felling him with a club.
The author gives a short account of the then known plants and animals of Brazil, and
concludes with the hope that the mines believed to exist may speedily be found, — See
the collection of tracts by Barbosa Maehado.
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that no authentic accounts of cannibals have ever been brought from
Africa; whereas, none of the early writers on Brazil and its inhabi-
tants have failed to dwell upon their love of human flesh, as charac-
teristic of the people.

The year 1552 is distinguished by the arrival of the first bishop in
Brazil. His see was fixed at St. Salvador’s, or, as it is generally called,
Bahia. In the next year, Thome de Souza retired from his govern-
ment, and was succeeded by Don Duarte da Costa, who was accom-
panied by seven jesuits, among whom was the celebrated Anchieta.*
The chief of the order, Loyola, was still alive, he erected Brazil into
a new province, and appointed Nobrega and Luis de Gran, who had
been principal at Coimbra, joint provincials. From that moment the
labours of the fathers for the real good of the country commenced.
And whatever may be the opinions entertained, as to their politics
and ultimate views, therc is not a doubt but that the means they
employed to reclaim and civilise the Indians, were mild, and there-
fore successful ; that while they wrought their own purposes, they
made their people happy ; and that centuries will not repair the evil
done by their sudden expulsion, which broke up the bands of hu-
manised society which were beginning to unite the Indians with
their fellow creatures.

In 1558, the first school was established in Brazil, by Nobrega, in
the high plaius of Piratininga, about thirteen leagues from the
colony of San Vicente. Anchicta was the school-master. The
school was opened on the feast of the conversion of St. Paul, and the
establishment, and the infant colony rising round it, received the

* Anchieta was not only a man of extraordinary firmness of mind and real piety, but a
politician of no common cast, and his civil services to the Portugucse government were
equal to those of the greatest captains, while his labours as a missionary and teacher were
beyond those of any individual of whom I have cver read. His merits as a christian
apostle and a man of literature, have disarmed even Mr. Southey of his usual rancour
against the Roman Catholic faith. That excellent writer’s book on Brazil is spoilt by
intemperate language on a subject on which human feeling is least patient of direct con-
tradiction, so that the general circulation of it is rendered impossible, and the good it
might otherwise do in the country for which it is written frustrated. Oh, that Mr.
Southey would remember the quotation which he himself brings forward from Jeremy
Taylor! ¢ Zeal against an error is not always the best instrument to find out truth.”
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name of the saint. St. Paul’s has since grown to be one of the most
important towns in Brazil. Its rich minerals, its iron-works, and
other manufactures, but, above all, the high and free spirit of its
inhabitants, who have taken the lead in every effort for the good of
the country, distinguish it above all the southern towns of Brazil.

Anchieta, while he taught Latin to the Portugﬁese and Mamalucos,*
and Portuguese to the DBrazilians, learnt from these last their own
tongue, and composed a grammar and dictionary for them. He had
no books for his pupils, so that he wrote on separate leaves, in four
different languages, the daily lesson for each. He served as phy-
sician, as well as priest and school-master, and practised and taught
the most useful domestic arts. But the colony had, like all the
others, to fight for its early existence ; it was attacked by the Mama-
lucos of the neighbouring settlement of St. André, who regarded
the instruction of the Indians as a step towards abolishing their
slavery, and exclaimed against it as an infringement of what they
called their right to the services of the natives. They engaged by

l other pretences some of the neighbouring tribes to assist them, but
they were met and defeated by those of St. Paul’s.

Mecantime some disputes having arisen between the Governor and
the Bishop, the latter resolved to return to Lisbon, but was wrecked
on the coast at a place called the Baixos de San Irancisco, and there
seized, and with one hundred other white persons put to death by
the Cahetes. The revenge of the Portuguese was horrible, the
Cahetes were hunted, slaughtered, and all but exterminated.

In the year 1557, Joam IIL died. Iis appointment of Mem de
Sa, before his death, to the government of Brazil, prevented the
country from immediately feeling the evils which a regency gene-
rally entails even in an established government, but which are sure
to fall with tenfold weight upon a rising colony.

F Mem de Sa was a man of more enlightened mind, and more
humane principles than most of those to whom the government of

* Mamaluco. These were the Creole Portuguese, who had most of them intermarried
with the natives.
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the Brazilian provinces had been intrusted. ~He arrived at Bahia in
1558, and earnestly applied himself to learn the relations in which
the Portuguese, the Creoles, the Indians, and the mixed race stood
to each other.

His first acts were directed towards reclaiming the allied Indians
from some of their most brutal practices, and to induce them to form
settlements near those of the Jesuits. The selfish planters, inter-
ested in keeping up the feuds of the Indians, in order to procure
slaves, exclaimed against these proceedings as violations of the free-
dom of the natives, and they were equally displeased at the orders
issued, to set at liberty all the Indians who had been wrongfully
enslaved. One powerful colonist alone refused to obey : Mem de Sa
ordered his house to be surrounded and instantly levelled with the
ground. Such an act was certainly calculated to inspire the Indians
with confidence in his good intentions towards them, at the same
time that his vigorous measures to punish them for any infraction
of their engagements kept them in awe.

Meantime an adventurer of no ordinary stamp, had formed a
settlement in the finest harbour of Brazil, namely, that of Rio de
Janeiro. Nicholas Durand de Villegagnon was a native of Provins
en Brie, and a Knight of Malta. In 1648, he had been employed
by Mary of Guise, at the entreaty of the I'rench court, to convey
her daughter the young Queen of Scots to France: in 1651 he was
engaged in the defence of Malta, against the Pacha Sinan and the
famous Dragut Reis, and two years afterwards published an account of
that campaign. IHaving visited Brazil in 1558, Villegagnon could
not be insensible to the advantages that must arise to I'rance from
having a settlement there; and, on his return to Europe, he made
such representations at court of these advantages, that Ilenry II. gave
him two vessels, each of 200 tons, and a store ship of 100 tons, to
convey the adventurers who might wish to leave I'rance, and who
at that time were numerous. Villegagnon, wishing to make use of
Coligny’s interest, gave out that the new settlement was to be a re-
fuge for the persecuted Hugonots, and this answered the double pur-
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pose of securing the Admiral’s friendship, and gaining a number of
respectable colonists. With these he reached Rio de Janiero, and
made his first settlement in a low rock at the mouth of the harbour,
where there is now a small fort called the Laje, but finding it not
sufficiently elevated to resist the high tides, he pitched on an island
within the harbour, where there is only one landing place, and whose
form and situation is singularly adapted for safety, especially against
such enemies as the Indians. Those, however, of the Rio had been
long accustomed to trade with the French, who, if they had not
taught them, had at least encouraged them, to hate the Portuguese,
whom Villegagnon flattered himself that he should be able to keep
aloof by the assistance of the Savages.

Meantime Coligny had exerted himself to send out assistance of
every kind; provisions, recruits*, and protestant ministers. But
Villegagnon now imagined himself secure in his colony, and threw
off the mask of toleration. He behaved so tyrannically that many
of the Hugonots were obliged to return to France, and of them he
made the most malicious complaints, and concluded by saying, that
they were heretics worthy of the stake.

But nothing is so short-sighted as wickedness. Villegagnon’s
treachery was the cause of the ruin of his enterprise. Ten thousand
protestants were ready to embark for Coligny, as the island, now
called Villegagnon, was then named: but the report of those who
had returned, stopped them, and the colony was left in a defenceless
state.

At length the attention of the court of Lisbon had been drawn
towards the French settlement, and orders were sent to the Captain
General to examine into its state first, and then, if possible, to take it.

Accordingly, Mem de Sa, accompanied by Nobrega and two other
Jesuits, attacked it in January, 1560, while Villegagnon was absent
in France, and demolished the works, but had not sufficient force to
attempt forming a settlement; and had Villegagnon succeeded in
returning with the recruits he expected, he would have found it

* Among these was Jean de Lery.
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easy to re-establish and perhaps revenge himself. But his bad faith
deterred the Hugonots from joining him, the civil war prevented the
government from assisting him, and the French colony was lost.

In 1564, Estacio de Sa, nephew of Mem, was sent out from Por-
tugal to form a settlement in Rio, but finding his means inadequate
to contend with the Indians, led on by the few remaining French, he
went to San Vincente for reinforcements; these, however, only
enabled him to keep up the war, and to maintain himself in a post
he had fortified *, not far from the entrance of the harbour, and near
the Sugar-loaf mountain, a bare and inaccessible rock, which, from
a base of about four hundred feet, shoots up to a thousand in
perpendicular height, on the west side of the bar. He therefore
applied to his uncle for succour, who, collecting what force he could,
led them in person, and arrived in the harbour on the 18th of January,
1567. On the 20th, St. Sebastian’s day, the Indians and French were
attacked in their strongest hold, then called Uragumiri, and having
obtained a decisive victory, the French embarked in the four ships
they still possessed, and fled to the coast of Pernambuco, where they
attempted to form a settlement at Recife, but were dislodged by the
Portuguese of Olinda.

Mem de Sa now founded the city of St.Sebastian, more commonly
called the city of Rio; and for its security the Jesuits, with their
Indians, fortified both sides of the entrance to the harbour, which is
about four miles distant from the city across the bay. Before these
works, however, or the walls of the town were completed, the I'rench
made a vigorous effort to disturb the rising colony ; but it ended in
their defeat, and their guns were made use of to fortify the mouth of
the harbour.

Driven from Rio, the I'rench attempted to form a settlement at
Paraiba the next year; but the Indians, with the Jesuits at their head,

* M. Southey says this spot is called Villa Velha. But there is no place existing in
the neighbourhood of that name, nor could I find any person at Rio de Janeiro who
remembered such a place. It was, however, most probably on the site of the present
St. Juan, or of the fort of Praya Vermelha, which answers exactly to the description.

D
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and a very few troops, under the commander Martim Leytam, ex-
pelled them.

Under Mem de Sa the state had been so prosperous, that though
he had been Captain-general far beyond the term of his original
appointment, Don Sebastian, on assuming the crown, continued him
in office for two ycars longer, and then named Luiz de Vasconcellos
to succeed him. ‘That nobleman never reached Brazil. With him
sailed a fleet of seven ships, bearing, besides the governor, sixty-nine
Jesuit missionaries, and a number of orphan girls, whose parents had
died of the plague, and whom the government was sending out to
settle in Brazil. The flect, in different divisions, fell in with I'rench
and English ships, and the Jesuits, save one, to use their own expres-
sion, received the crown of martyrdom, and the new governor was
killed in action off Tercera. As soon as his death was known at
Lisbon, Luiz de Brito de Almeida was appointed to his vacant office ;
and Mem de Sa just lived long enough to witness the arrival of his
successor. Nobrega, who had begun that system, on which the
singular government of the Jesuits in Paraguay was conducted, had
died a few months before, so that Brazil was deprived nearly at once
of the two ablest men that had yet been concerned in its government.

But Luiz de Brito did not succeed to the government of all Brazil.
It was judged proper to divide the colony into two captaincies, Rio
de Janeiro being the capital of the southern division, which included
Porto Seguro and every thing to the south of it; while Bahia re-
mained the capital of the northern districts. There Luiz de Brito
fixed his residence, and Doctor Antonio Salerna was appointed
governor of the south. But this division was soon found incon-
venient, and the two parts were re-united * about 1578, the year in
which a new governor, Diego Laurenco da Viega, arrived.

This was the year when the loss of Don Sebastian in Africa threw
Portugal into the hands of Spain. King Philip, eager to annex that

* When the Historia da Provincia de Sancta Cruz, by Pero Magalha&s de Gadano, was

printed, 1575, they were still separate; but Southey’s MS. of 1578 says they had been
re-united.
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kingdom for ever to his crown, offered Brazil, with the title of King,
to Braganza if he would give up his claim to the crown of Portugal.
But it was reserved for his descendant to achieve the independence
of Brazil, and he refused it.

The colony was at this period most flourishing, though not alto-
gether able to do without occasional supplies from the mother
country. But already the original mnd-cottages, supported by frame-
work and thatched with palm-leaves, of the first settlers, had given
way to well built and handsome houses of stone and brick, covered
with tiles as in Europe. The reconcave of Bahia had sixty-two
churches, and upwards of seventy sugar-works: the land was well
stocked with cattle, all the kinds of orange and lime trees introduced
by Europeans had flourished. The country abounded in excellent
native fruits, and the mandioc furnished never-failing stores of bread.
Olinda partook of all these advantages, and was itself the best built
and most populous town in Brazil. Rio de Janeiro had become a
place only inferior in importance to the other two, its natural advan-
tages being still greater, and the climate milder ; nor were the other
captaincics less prosperous.

But the transfer of the crown into foreign hands changed the aspect
of affairs in Brazil. Inferior to the Spanish American countries in
mines, it was considered only of consequence as being occupied by
Spanish subjects, and so forming a barrier against the intrusion of
other nations.

By this time the English had begun to trade on the coast of
Brazil, and in 1577 Drake had passed through the Straits of Magellan
in his memorable voyage round the world. His appearance in the
southern seas alarmed Philip the Second, now King of Portugal as
well as of Spain, and consequently Lord of Brazil. He attempted to
form a colony and maintain a fort in the Straits, in order to prevent
future navigators from passing; but of it nothing is left but the name,
Port Famine, which attests the miserable fate of the colonists. The
English commerce was also cut off in Brazil. Some vessels trading
peaceably at San Vincente were attacked in the harbour by the

p 2
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Spaniards in superior force; one of the latter was sunk, _and the
English escaped next day. In 1686, the Earl of Cumberland fitted
out an expedition, in which Raleigh served and Witherington was
admiral, which entered the reconcave of Bahia and plundered it,
remaining there six weeks, the city being only saved by the Indian
archers. Baretto, the governor of Brazil, died the next year, and
was succeeded by I). Antonio Barreiros the bishop, and Christovam
de Barros as joint governors; and they were soon superseded by
Francisco Giraldes : he, however, never arrived in the country, and
Don Irancisco de Souza was appointed in his stead.

During his captaincy some search was made after mines by a
descendant of Caramuru, who offered to discover where he had
found the silver of which he had services in his house and chapel, on
condition of receiving the title of Marques. This Philip refused to
grant, and the secret, if indeed the man had one, died with him.

Meantime the celebrated Cavendish had made one voyage round
the world, and had committed such ravages on the coast of Spanish
America, as not even the atrocious habits of naval warfare in those
days can excuse. In 1591, he embarked in a second expedition,
arrived in December on the coast of Brazil, and took Santos and
burned San Vincente. The ships then sailed for the Straits, but
were baffled in their attempt to pass, and returned to the coast of
Brazil to obtain provisions. Cavendish, who had many great and
good qualities, and who might certainly think it allowable to supply
himself on an enemy’s coast, made an attempt on Espiritu Santo,
but by a mistake in executing his orders it failed, and he sailed for
England, but died of a broken heart on the passage.

The most remarkable expedition of the English to the coast of Brazil
was that of Sir James Lancaster to Pernambuco. He had the com-
mand of three small vessels of 240, 120, and GO tons. At Cape Blanco
he learned thata rich carrack from India had been wrecked near Qlinda,
and that her cargo was safely stowed at Recife. ITe therefore fitted five
out of near thirty small prizes to accompany him, and built a galley
frigate to land with. Hewas also reinforced by Captain Vernon with two
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ships, a pinnace, and a prize, and then sailed direct for Recife, where
they arrived in March, 1595.  On Good Friday of that year the town
was taken with little resistance, and Lancaster permitted not the
slightest disorder after the place was taken. He fortified the sandy
isthmus which connects Recife with Olinda, and then proceeded at
leisure to stow his ships with the goods found in the town, and hired
the Dutch vessels lying in the port as store-ships. Some French
privateers coming in, he also hired them with part of the booty to
assist in the defence of the place, till the lading of the vessels should
be completed. The Portuguese made several attempts to burn Lan-
caster’s ships, which were all bafled by his prudence, and after
remaining in possession of Recife twenty days he prepared to sail.
However, on the very last day of his stay, some of his people, both
English and French, having advanced too far in a sally against the
Portuguese, were killed, and the enemy claimed a victory, which
Lancaster being now ready for sea had no inclination to dispute.
And this was the last attack made by the English on the coast of
Brazil.

But the French had renewed their attempts, and under Rifault and
his successor De Vaux had succeeded in forming a settlement in the
island of Maranham, 1611. And shortly afterwards Henry IV. sent
Daniel dela Touche, Lord of La Rivardi¢ére*, to examine the country,
in order to form a permanent colony. His report was favourable ;
antd though on his return to France Henry was dead, an expedition
of three ships, containing 500 men, was fitted out, and in 1612 they
arrived on the island, speedily conciliated the natives, and the colony
promised to thrive. But the court of Madrid quickly sent out orders
to the governor of Brazil to attack the intruders. Various accidents

* In Barbosa Machado’s curious collection of pamphlets, in the library of Rio de
Janeiro, is one by the Capt. Symam Lstacio da Sylveira, printed in 1624. He had been
at the taking of Maranham from the Irench, and his paper is evidently a decoy for colo-
nists. e says, that Daniel de la Touche was induced to go thither by Itayuba of the
Iron arm, a Frenchman who had been brought up among the Tupinambas. Is this
Mr. Southey’s Rifault ?
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prolonged the warfare, and it was not until 1618 that they were dis-
lodged, and a permanent Portuguese colony formed. Its distance
from the seat of government determined the court of Madrid to erect
Maranham and Para into a separate state, of which the capital was
fixed at San Luiz, a town and fort built by the French on the island.

Meantime the Dutch had formed a West Indian Company, trusting
that they would thereby be able to annoy the court of Spain in their
American possessions, as they had alrcady done in the Last Indies.
In 16.24, a fleet under Jacob Willekins and the famous Peter Ileyne
was fitted out for that purpose. The ships having been separated in
a gale of wind, Willekins made the Morro de San Paulo, about forty
miles south of Bahia, where he waited for the rest of the convoy.
When it arrived he sailed boldly into the reconcave, and St. Salvador
was taken almost without a struggle. Vandort, the Dutch general,
immediately began to fortify the place, and proclamations being
issued promising freedom and redress of wrongs to all who should
submit, many Indians, negroes, and Jews instantly joined him.
But the Portuguese, who had hoped that the Dutch had only come
to plunder the city, sceing that they were sitting quietly down as in
a permanent establishment, roused themselves, and after some little
disagrecment as to who should command them, pitched on the Bishop
Don Marcos Texeira. e fixed his head-quarters on the Rio Ver-
melho. The Dutch were weakened by the departure of Willekins for
Holland, and of Peter Heyne for Angola, the plan of the West India
Company being to secure that settlement, in order to have a certain
supply of slaves for their new conquests in Brazil. Dort had been
killed, and there was no competent commander. The Bishop’s troops
harassed those of the city in every direction, and the Dutch were
prepared to become an easy prey to Don IFadrique de Toledo, who
had been sent from Spain with a strong force to recover the capital
of Brazil. They capitulated, therefore, in May, 1625, and conditioned
for being sent to Iolland with sufficient arms and their personal
baggage, leaving the city and forts as they were.

The next year, however, Peter Heyne returned to the reconcave.




INTRODUCTION. 23

Every precaution was taken against him by the governor. Four
large ships with men and artillery were placed to intercept him ; but
in his single ship, the rest-of his squadron not being able to come up
with him, ran in between two of them, sunk one, and compelled
several others to strike: his own ship, however, grounded, and he
burnt her. He added four ships to his own fleet, loaded four others
with prize-goods, and burnt the rest. Nor was this his only success ;
for although the Dutch had been baffled in several attempts on the
coast, they sent home prizes enough to be of national importance.

But a conquest of infinitely more consequence was shortly made ;
that of Olinda, which, in 1630, was taken after a feeble resistance on
the part of Matthias de Albuquerque. The Dutch general-in-chief
was Henrik Loneq, the admiral was Peter Ardian, and Wardenburg
commanded the troops. The latter landed at Pao Amarello, three
leagues to the north, while the ships kept up a regular firc opposite
to the place; consequently the Portuguese were surprised, and the
towns and forts easily taken.

But the country around continued to be the theatre of a most cruel
predatory war, during which atrocious cruelties were committed by
both parties, but chiefly by the Dutch; and while these things were
going on, a number of negroes had escaped from time to time into
the great palm-forests, about thirty leagues inland, and had multiplied
so that they are said to have amounted to upwards of thirty thousand.
Thesc men were governed by a chief whom they called Zombi: they
had some laws, a shadow of the Christian religion, and were agricul-
turists. They harassed the Portuguese, and added by their depre-
dations to the general misery.

At length the Dutch government sent out Count Maurice of
Nassau, to take the command at Pernambuco. Ie arived in 1537,
and carried on the war so vigorously that the Porcuguese retired out
of the province. e also set about reforming the abuses which
existed among the Dutch themselves at Recife, and having estab.
lished himself firmly there, he sent one of his officers, Jan Koin, over
to the coast of Africa, who took possession of St. Jorge da Mina, by
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which a supply of slaves was sccured, and leaving a garrison there,
returned to Recife. The next year, Maurice made an unsuccessful
attack on St. Salvador. His fleet anchored in the bay of Tapagipe ;
but though he obtained at first some important posts, he was finally
repulsed and returmed with loss to Pernambuco. There he occupied
himself in building a new town, and making the two first bridges
that had yet been built in Portuguese America, besides planting
trees, and improving the fortifications. In 1640 he sent the famous
sea-warrior Jol into the reconcave, to lay it waste; and he accord-
ingly burnt the whole of the sugar-works in the bay, while the
Indians who were friendly to the Dutch, fell on the land-side of the
captaincy, and harassed the unhappy settlers in an equal degree.

At length the court of Madrid began to be alarmed for the safety
of Brazil, and fitted out a large armament for its relief. Storms and
sickness diminished it, ere it arrived, to nearly one half. That half
arrived at Bahia, in 1640, under D. Jorge de Mascasentras, Marques
de Monte Alvam. Before he had time either to make open war, or
to negociate, the revolution in Portugal, which placed Braganza on
the throne of his ancestors, took place. The vieeroy, unjustly sus-
pected of adhering to Spain, was sent home, and a commission,
composed of Barbalho, Correa, and the bishop, appointed in his
stead.

One of the first acts of the restored Portuguese government was
to make a ten years’ truce with the Seven United States. But this
did not prevent the continuance of hostilities in Brazil, and the
other foreign possessions of Portugal. Serigipe was surprised, Ma-
ranham conquered, and I.oanda in Angola and St. Thomas’s taken.

Notwithstanding these successes, the Dutch government disap-
proved of Count Maurice’s administration. Instead of sending home
either to the States or the Company all the money and produce
which he had gained in Brazil, he had laid out great part of it, as
well as of his private fortune, in fortifying the mouths of rivers and
harbours, particularly Recife, in repairing and beautifying the towns,
and in other public works, which, looking forward to the permanent
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establishment of the Dutch in the country, he considered as ab-
solutely necessary. He was accordingly recalled, and returned to
Holland in 1644.

After the departure of Maurice the tyranny of the Dutch became
so intolerable, that the Portuguese began to rise against it almost
universally.

Maranham had already been wrested from their hands at the time
of his returning, and that event seemed to be the signal for the long
and calamitous struggle that ensued in Pernambuco and the neigh-
bouring Captaincies. Joam Fernandes Vieyra, a native of Madeira,
had, at a very early age, left his native island in hopes of bettering
his fortune in Brazil. IHe had succeeded, and at the time we speak
of, he was one of the richest Portuguese of Pernambuco, and highly
esteemed by both his countrymen and the Dutch. Against the lat-
ter, however, he was animated .both by patrotism and superstition.
They oppressed his people, and they were heretics.  After waiting
for years for a proper opportunity to attempt their destruction, he
seized the first months of Nassau’s absence, and communicating
his plans to none but to two friends, one of whom he commissioned
to apply to the government of Bahia in person for succour, he
waited patiently for an answer. This man, André Vidal de Negreiros,
executed his commission exactly, and shortly afterwards Antonio
Diaz Cardozo, and sixty soldiers, were sent to Vieyra. Ie concealed
them in the woods in the neighbourhood of his dwelling, called the
Varzea, which was on the plain to the westward of the city, and
then summoned the Indian chief Camaram and the Negro chief
IHenrique Diaz*, to his assistance, and communicated his designs to
his neighbours.

Early in 1645 the war began in earnest. The most shocking
atrocities were committed by both parties, especially towards the
Indians, who themselves as they were the most faithtul allies, were

* The following is an extract from one of the letters of this Creole Negro: ¢ Faltamos
a obedienga, que nos occupava no certam de Bahia, por nad faltarémos as obrigagoens da

patria ; respeitando primeiro as leys da natureza, que as do imperio.”
Castrioto Lusitana.
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also the most inveterate and cruel enemies. In the course of the
struggle, which lasted until 1654, several leaders on both sides were
slain, but none so remarkable as the Indian Camaram. He had been
educated by the Jesuits ; he understood Latin, wrote, read, and spoke
Portuguese perfectly, but on all occasions of ceremony used an
interpreter, that he might not in public do any thing imperfectly,
and thereby derogate from the dignity of his chieftainship. When
a number of Indians were taken among the Dutch, at one of the
strong posts of the latter, a relation of Camaram’s was found among
them. These men had all been condemned to death. Camaram did
not intercede for the life of his kinsman, but he saved his honour : he
slew him with his own hand, and buried him decently. 'The rest were
hanged by the common executioner, and left for the fowls of the air.

At length this horrible warfarc was ended. The two battles of
the Gararapes*, had decided the fate of the Dutch in Brazil: but
it was the co-operation of the fleet of the new Brazilian company
that enabled Vieyra, who was the real commander in this war,
although several military men of reputation, had, from time to time,
had the nominal chieftainship, to reduce Recife, and on the 23d of
January 1654, to present the keys of the city to the Royal Com-
mander Francisco Beretto, and to restore to the crown of Portugal
the empire of DBrazil, after nine years of the most cruel war, during
which the private fortune, and the determined spirit of individuals
had sustained the conflict, generally without the aid, and often in
direct opposition to the commands of the court. But men once de-
termined on freedom, or on national independence, must in the end
overcome all obstacles and vanquish every difficulty.

* Ves Agros Gararapcs, entre a negra,
Nuvem de Marte horrendo
Qual Jupiter cm flegra,
Hollanda o vistes fulminar tremendo.— DiNiz.

The Portuguese reader will do well to read the whole of Diniz’s fine ode to Vieyra, as
well as that to Mem de Sa, on his conquests at Rio de Janeiro. ‘Lhis writer is one of
the best of the Arcadian school. — But he wrote on subjects of a minor interest, while
Guidi wrote to the ¢ d’Arcadia fortunate Genti” — of the Eternal city, where every
civilised being feels he has an interest.
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While these things were going on in the northern provinces, the
Jesuits had formed their singular establishments in Paraguay, and
endeavoured to stop, or at least limit the slave hunting of the Portu-
guese in the interior, though without effect. The best part of the
colony of St. Vincent’s had been removed to St. Paul’s, a settlement
on the plain of Piratininga, and bad flourished surprisingly. The
people had become hardy, if not fierce. They had distinguished
themselves by the courage and perseverance with which they had
explored the country in search of mines, and the activity with which
they had brought in slaves for the new settlements. The conscious-
ness of their strength begot in them a longing for independence,
and seizing the opportunity of the accession of the House of Bra-
ganza to the throne of Portugal, they attempted to set up a king
for themselves. Their attempt was baffled by Amador Bueno de
Ribiero, the very person they intended for their monarch, who, when
the people shouted ¢ Long live king Amador,” cried out ¢ Long live
Joam IV.” and, being swift of foot, ran and took refuge in the Be-
nedictine convent ; and the same day, as there was no alternative,
Joam IV. was proclaimed by all the people.

The low state to which Portugal was now reduced, was seen in
its effects on the government of Brazil. When the appointed
Governors, either on their own judgment, or in obedience to the
orders of the court of I.isbon, attempted to carry any new measure
into execution which the people disliked, it was seldom in their
power to enforce it, and they could expect little assistance from
home. The Jesuits had undertaken the defence of the Indians, and
endeavoured by every means to restrain the practice of making
slaves of them, and to mitigate the lot of such as were already
enslaved. But the Franciscans and some other orders derived equal
pecuniary benefit with the hunters from the sale of slaves, and
therefore they opposed them with vehemence. Interest was on the
side of the Friars, and the most disgraceful scenes took place in
various captaincies between the parties, the Governors being either
not able or not willing to intertere with effect.

E 2
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Meantime, however, the people became accustomed to canvass
and to understand public questions; their governors began to respect
them as a real part of the estate ; and a value for independence, and a
feeling that to attain it was in their own power, grew out of these
disorders.

Had it been possible to have purified their religion from some of
its most superstitious observances, and to reform the moral habits of
the people, the prosperity of the country would soon have been
equal to its means; but wherever slavery is established it brings a
twofold curse with it. It degrades both parties even where the
slaves are imported. How much more then, as was the case here,
when they were hunted on their own grounds, where all the details,
disgusting and iniquitous as they are, of the seeking, capturing,
and bending to the yoke, pass under the eye till the heart grows
callous to the cry of the orphan, the grief of the widow, and the
despair of the parent in being torn from whatever has been dear to
them ?

The history of the Jesuit Vieyra’s mission to Maranham is as hu-
miliating to human nature, as his sincere exertions in the cause of'
the suffering Indians is creditable to bimself; but neither his
exertions, nor the royal authority, could baffle the selfish cruelty and
avarice of the people of that captaincy ; they broke out into open
rebellion in defence of their detestable practices, and even when they
returned to obedience, there was a compromise between humanity
and avarice, to which the Indians were again sacrificed.

Rio de Janeiro had enjoycd a greater degree of tranquillity during
the eighty years since its foundation than any other settlement, and
its trade had increased together with its population ; but the southern

] part of its jurisdiction was little more peaceable than Maranham, and
L not at all more inclined to listen to the remonstrances of the friends
E of the Indians. The Paulistas were the most difficult of all to ma-

nage ; they had been the most active and daring of all that hunted
either for slaves or for mines, and they were not willing to participate
with others, far less to resign the advantages they had gained by




INTRODUCTION. 29

unwearied labour and great sacrifices. Their conduct on the re-
storation of Portugal had evinced a desire of more than the freedom
of a colony, and their neighbours were little less disposed for inde-
pendence than themselves. Santos, and even Rio, had joined them,
and had shewn a disposition to depose the governor appointed by
the crown ; and nothing but the unimpeachable character and firm
conduct of Salvador Correa de Sa e Benevides (1658) prevented him
from falling a sacrifice to that disposition. Bahia continued to be
the capital of the Brazilian states, and its inhabitants proceeded to
beautify it with churches, and convents, and nunneries, while they
defied the spirit of Christianity by the importation of African, as well
as the kidnapping Indian slaves. Pernambuco was still undergoing
the miserable effects of the long and desultory war it had sustained ;
all the bands of government had been loosed during that disastrous
period; law and justice had fallen into disuse; and had there not
been a redeeming virtue in the free spirit that lived on in- spite of
the evils among which it had sprung, its very emancipation from a
foreign power might have been regretted. The negroes who had
escaped to the Palmares, and whose depredations had been disre-
garded in comparison with the evils of a foreign government, had be-
come a real source of ill to the Pernambucans. Although they cul-
tivated maize, and mandioc, and plaintains, they wanted every other
supply. They therefore robbed the Creoles of their cattle, their
sugar, their manufactured goods, and even of their Mulatto daughters
and female slaves ; till at length the government resolved to free the
country of them, and called in the aid of a Paulista regiment for the
purpose. Ten thousand of the negroes bearing arms had assembled
in their chief city, which was surrounded by wooden walls, leaving
the lesser ones uninhabited. But their enemies had the advantage of
cannon against them, and of supplies of every kind; yet once the
negroes beat off their assailants. But numbers overpowered them,
and being weakened by famine, their city was forced, and the inmates
seized as slaves. Zombi, however, and the most resolute of his fol-
lowers, threw themselves from a high rock when they perceived their
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condition desperate. The Portuguese abused their victory, and mur-
dered the rest.

But there was an evil that affected Brazil generally—the too much
and the too little power of the governors. They had too much
power, if any appeal lay from them —too little, if they were absolute
for the term of their government. They were also virtually free from
responsibility ; their opportunities, nay, their temptations to extor-
tion were almost irresistible; and, to crown all, the corrupt admi-
nistration of the laws kept pace with the vices and the irregularity of
the government. In vain had the wisest regulations been made, and
the most just decrees issued. The judges were in many cases parties
concerned ; they were so in all cases where Indians and negroes were
the objects of their judgment, for they were possessors of both.
Their salaries were insufficient, their fees arbitrary. What wonder
then if the administration was corrupt !

The cultivation of sugar and cotton had proceeded silently amidst
all this confusion. The discovery of the gold and diamond mines as-
sisted the government, both in Brazil and in the mother country, to
make astand in the midst of the eminent peril which threatened, in
consequence of the hopes sustained in the east, while at home there was
a scanty and impoverished population, ruined manufactures, and,
above all, a neglect of agriculture, that rendered Portugal depen-
dent on foreiguers for corn. Every thing was wanted; there was
nothing to return; and at the beginning of the cighteenth century,
Brazil may be truly said to have saved Portugal, by covering with
her precious metals the excessive balance that was against her in
every branch of commerce, in every department of government.

Yet, though absolute ruin was averted, the weakness of the crown
rendered it impossible to defend its foreign possessions from the
attacks of a daring encmy. In 1710, a French squadron, under
Duclerc, appeared off Rio de Janeiro, but not daring to pass the
forts, sailed on, and after making several attempts to land a force
at the different inlets, where he was deterred by the appearance of
the militia of the country, succeeded at Guaratiba, between thirty
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and forty miles from the city, and thence he marched upon it
with about one thousand marines. The governor, Irancisco Castro
de Moraes, made no attempt to stop him until his arrival at the city.
There the first check the enemy met was from F. I'rancisco de
Menezes, a Trinitarian friar, who appeared every where, and did
what the governor, who remained quietly intrenched in a flat space,
where the place of the Rosario now is, between two hills, ought to
have done. The French having divided, one party attacked the palace,
but the students of the college defended it successfully ; and after a
short, but desperate struggle, the French were overpowered, and the
victory disgraced by the inhuman conduct of the Portuguese. Du-
clerc and his people were imprisoned and harshly treated. Duclerc
himself is said to have been murdered in his bed.

The next year drew on Rio de Janeiro a signal punishment for
these proceedings. The famous Duguay Trouin undertook to inflict
it ; and accordingly, in August, 1711, one year after Duclerc’s
adventure, he arrived off the coast, and taking advantage of a fog,
entered the bay, notwithstanding the fire of the forts.

The Portuguese government had notice of his design, and had
sent out stores and ammunition to meet the attack, and had ap-
pointed Gasper da Costa commander of the troops. But the sud-
den appearance of the French actually within the harbour, seems to
have palsied the understanding of every person on shore, whose
business it should have been to oppose them, and the forts and the
city were given up almost without a struggle.

It would, however, have been impossible for the French to main-
tain themselves in Rio ; therefore Duguay Trouin, after refreshing
his people, ransomed the city for 600,000 cruzadoes. Bad weather
alone prevented him from laying waste the reconcave of Bahia, as
he had done Rio: but he had fulfilled the ostensible purpose of his
voyage by avenging the treatment of Duclerc and his people, and
returned to Irance early in 1712.

These circumstances had awakened the greatest anxiety on account
of Brazil in the cabinet of Lisbon: and at the peace of Utrecht, 1718,
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every precaution was adopted by the Portuguese ministers to avoid
any expression that might seem to admit of a free trade by any
power whatever to Brazil, notwithstanding the agreements to that
effect actually existing at the time. Disputes without end arose
between Portugal and Spain concerning the colonies adjoining to the
Rio de la Plata, and it was especially stipulated that no other power,
particularly England, should be allowed to form settlements there on
account of the facilities such scttlements might afford for smuggling
the-precious metals out of the country. These had now become the
first object in Brazil. St. Paul’s had been erected into a city, and the
district of the mines had been formed into a captaincy : the inhabi-
tants of the coast flocked to the interior, where new towns were daily
springing up ; all were desirous of a share in that lottery where the
prizes were so enormous, that the great preponderance of blanks was
overlooked. Great inconvenience must have been felt by the early
adventurers to the mines: for so many hands were employed in
searching for gold, that few remained to cultivate the soil, and provide
the necessaries of life. ~ Yet that insatiable thirst of gold is a stimulus
which has led to useful and to honourable things : it is not the love of
the metal, but the possession of it gives power, and that is the real
object of most men’s ambition : it is certainly that of the ambition
of all nations, and this object is held legitimate : we account those
base or wicked who seek the means; we admire those who attain
the end.  The philosophic historian and the poet are alike ready to
condemn the man who first dug the ore from the mine: the pane-
gyric in prose and in verse is lavished on the hero and the patron.
But gold furnished the means for the hero’s conquests and the patron’s
liberality, and gold, or the worth of gold, is the object of both ; whe-
ther in the form of continued power, or of that fame which patronage
can bring.  Sad indeed has been the waste of human life in searching
for gold : but have all the mines together consumed more men than
the single revolutionary war? And have not the religious contests
among Christians, and their persecutions and mutilations and burnings
cost many more ? I would not justify the gold finders ; their actions
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were horrible, their oppressions atrocious; but let them have justice :
the stimulus was great; urged on by it, they performed great things,
they braved cold, and hunger, and fatigue, and persecution, and death ;
they persevered, they opened the way to unknown lands, they laid
the foundations for future civilisation in countries which will have
reason to bless their discoveries, when the effect of their evil deeds,
as well as the memory of the brutal customs of the savages they so
unjustly oppressed, shall have passed away.

But I have neither space nor inclination to follow their adventures,
and must refer to Mr. Southey’s elaborate and excellent account of
them. Daniel Defoe alone could have so handled the subject as to
make delightful so dull and so sad a tale. I am but a looker on to
whom the actions of the present are more interesting than the past,
but yet am not insensible to the influence that the elder days have
had upon us.

Pernambuco had during the half century which had elapsed since
the expulsion of the Dutch had time to recruit. The sugar plantations
had reappeared, and the commerce of Recife had become extremely
important. The merchants, and especially those from Europe, had
settled there, and the town had increased till it became the second
of Brazil; while Olinda gradually declined, having few inhabitants
besides priests and the representatives of the old families of the pro-
vince, who might be called its nobility : still Recife was but a village
until, in 1710, it solicited and obtained the royal assent to its becoming
a town, and having a camera or municipal council to govern its in-
ternal affairs. The jealousy of the people of Olinda and the other
old Brazilians was violently excited by this concession, which they
conceived would raise the plebeian traders and foreigners to an
equality with themselves. After several tumultuous meetings on
the subject, three of the ten parishes belonging to Olinda were
assigned to Recife, and the governor, fearing to set up the pillar
which marks a township openly, had it erected in the night. Fresh
disturbances ensued, in which some of the magistrates were con-
cerned, and there were not wanting voices to exclaim that thePernam-

F
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bucans had shown they could shake off the strong chains of the
Dutch, and that they could as easily shake off others and govern
themselves. The seditious magistrates were arrested and thrown
into prison. The soldiers were employed to disarm the people ; but
they had now advanced too far to be easily reduced. The governor
was fired at and dangerously wounded, and proofs were not wanting
that the judge and the bishop had at least consented to the attempt
on his life. The most serious disturbances followed : the inhabitants
of the whole district took up arms, some blood was shed in the
course of their contentions with the soldiers, and Sebastian de Castro,
the governor, weakened both in body and mind, was induced to fly
to Bahia for safety. Six of the chief Pernambucans were now ap-
pointed to exercise the functions of a provisional government till
orders should be received from Lisbon, and all Europeans were
deprived of their offices and commissions.

But the bishop, who had been at Paraiba since the time when
De Castro was wounded, now returned to claim his office as governor
on the removal of the former one. He began to exercise his autho-
rity in the king’s name, and his first act was to declare a general
pardon. But he, however appears to have been a timid man: willing
yet not daring to join the party who wished to shake off the yoke of
Portugal, and by his vacillating conduct betraying both his friends in
that party, and the trust reposed in him by the crown. At length, in
1711, these disturbances were quieted by a new governor, Felix Jose
Machado de Mendonga. Brazil was not yet ripe for independence ;
nor indeed could so small and ill-peopled a state as Pernambuco have
maintained its freedom even for a year unconnected with the other
captaincies. While these things were going on in the captaincies of
Brazil, the Jesuits were labouring in the interior to reclaim the
Indians, with success far beyond the apparent means, and some towns,
which have since become of importance, were built on the coast and
on the shores of the Plata, particularly Monte Video, in 1783 ; but
the border war, between the Spaniards and Portuguese, which was
waged on account of these settlements, disquieted the neighbourhood
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for a time. Its importance, however, was soon forgotten in the
disturbances caused by the treaty of division between Spain and Por-
tugal, which forcing the Indians who had been reclaimed to emigrate,
roused them to a vigorous but short and useless resistance, which
only began the evils that the Jesuit missions were destined to perish
under.

The Portuguese government, under the administration of Carvalho,
afterwards Marquis of Pombal, had begun to attend to, and attempt
to reform the abuses which existed throughout Brazil, but particu-
larly in the newly founded captaincies and settlements, when the
war with France and Spain broke out in 1762. For a time defence
against a foreign enemy superseded every other consideration. The
first act of hostility in the western world was the seizing of the Por-
tuguese settlement of Columbia, in the Plata, by the governor of
Buenos Ayres, before the squadron despatched by the governor of
Brazil, Gomez Freyre, could arrive to protect it. That squadron con-
sisted of the Lord Clive, of 64 guns, an English ship commanded by
Capt. Macnamara ; the Ambuscade, of 40 guns, in which Penrose, the
poet, served as lieutenant ; and the Gloria, of 88 guns. The Spanish
ships retired before Macnamara, and he ran underthe guns of the forts
of Colonia, in order to retake the place. He had nearly succeeded in
silencing the batteries, when, by accident or negligence, the ship took
fire ; the enemy renewed their fire ; three-fourths of the crew of the
Lord Clive, among which was the captain, were drowned. Theother
ships were nearly destroyed and obliged to retreat; but owing to
the neglect of the Spaniards, they were able to refit and return to
Rio. And this was the most remarkable action of the war beyond
the Atlantic, and the first in which the English distinguished them-
selves in the defence of Brazil.

Pombal, meantime, having resolved on the suppression of the order
of Jesuits, overlooked, in the ardour with which he pursued that
measure, the important services they had rendered, and were daily
rendering, to one of his favourite objects, namely, the improvement

of the condition of the Indians. Their plan of discipline, indeed,
F 2
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hitherto had kept their pupils rather in a state of childish innocence
than of manly improvement. Their fault was, that in order to
secure obedience, they had stopped short of wha tthey might have
effected. Their dominion was an Utopia; and had it been possible
to shut out every European and every wild Indian, it might have
lasted. But such artificial polities can never be of long duration.
Some convulsions either from without or from within must end
them, and that with a more complete ruin than could befal states
less curiously framed. But the well-intentioned labours of the mis-
sionaries had produced one decided good effect,—the habits of savage
life were abandoned, and the advantages of agriculture and manu-
factures had been felt. The rock on which the education of the Indians
split, was the community of goods. When a man has no property,
but depends for the supply of his daily wants upon the providence of
others, he has no incitement to particular exertion. The stimulus
to industry cannot exist where a man has no hope of growing
richer, no fear of becoming poorer, no anxiety about the provision
of his family. His judgment in the portioning and disposing of his
property is never called forth ; all the qualities and virtues that arise
out of the practice of domestic economy lie dormant, and the man
remains an infant. It would have been ecasy to remedy this, by
allowing the Indians to possess private stock, and to provide for their
own families after the first generation. The newly reclaimed did
require to be provided for, but the children growing up in the
Aldeas might have been intrusted with their own property. They
would have become men ; and when the removal of their spiritual
fathers took place, that wide and deep desolation would not have
overwhelmed them, nor would Paraguay have gone back as it has
done towards a savage state.

The Jesuits of Brazil were expelled in 1760, in the most cruel
and arbitrary manner. Those of the Spanish American colonies
eight years later. Whatever might have been their faults, or even
their crimes, in other countries, in these their conduct had been
exemplary. They had been the protectors of a persccuted race, the
advocates of mercy, the founders of civilisation ; and their patience
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under their unmerited sufferings forms not the least honourable
trait in their chacter.

The history of Brazil, for the next thirty years, is composed of the
mismanagement and decay of the Jesuit establishments ; the en-
largement of the mining districts, particularly in the direction of
Mato Grosso; some disputes with the I'rench on the frontier of
Cayenne ; and the more peaceful occupations of opening roads, and
the introduction of new branches of commerce, and the improve-
ment of the old.

This tranquillity was for a moment interrupted by a conspiracy in
the province of Minas Geraes, headed by an officer named Joaquim
Jose de Silva Xavier, commonly called Tiradentes. The project of
the conspirators was to form an independent republic in Minas, and, if
possible, to induce Rio de Janciro to unite with it. But their
measures were most inadequate for the end proposed, and their con-
duct so imprudent, that, although there was a pretty general feeling
of discontent on account of the taxes and some other grievances, the
conspirators were all scized before they had formed anything like a
party capable of resistance, much less of beginning the meditated
revolution.

The direct effects upon Brazil of the first thirteen years of the revo-
lutionary war in Europe were confined to some slight disputes re-
garding the boundaries of the Portuguese and French Guiana, and
concerning the limits of which, there was an article in Lord Corn-
wallis’s negotiations with France, or rather the peace of Amiens in
1802.

The indirect effects were greater. Being a good deal left to
themselves, the colonists had leisure to discover what sort of culti-
vation and crops suited best with the climate, and were fittest for the
market ; and some branches of industry were introduced, and others
improved, to the great advantage of the province. Foreign ships,
and even fleets, had also begun to resort thither *: so that, though

* That under Sir Il. Popham, on Sir D. Baird’s expedition to the Cape of Good
Hope, for instance, in 1805, and that of the I'rench admiral, Guillaumez, in 1806.
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the ports had as yet been closed against foreign traders, the entrance
of men of war, and such merchant ships as could find no others to
refit in, introduced a virtual freedom, which it would afterwards have
been impossible not to have confirmed.

The court of Portugal meanwhile, as if’ infatuated by the negoti-
ations of I'rance, consented to buy a disgraceful neutrality at the
price of 1,000,000 of livres or 40,000/. per month, besides granting
free entrance to I'rench woollens into the kingdom.

It was in vain that frequent representations were made to the
ministry at Lisbon on the subject; that the armament at Bayonne,
and the refusal of Spain to forbid the passage of French troops
through her territories, were pointed out. The Portuguese forces
were marched to the sea-coast, as if they apprehended an invasion
from England ; thus leaving the kingdom defenceless on the land
side, and the ports were shut against English commerce, by a
proclamation, dated 20th October, 1807. But the importance of Por-
tugal to Iingland, as neutral ground, or,in the event of a French
government in Spain, as a point whence to attack the great enemy,
was such, that the resentment which at another time would certainly
have been openly declared, was suppressed ; but a strong squadron
was always kept up off the coast, partly to watch the proceedings on
shore, partly to prevent the Portuguese vessels from coming out
of port, and joining the French and Spaniards.

While this system of watchfulness was kept up in Europe, the
English ministry was not less attentive to the designs of France on
the South American colonies. As long as Spain and Portugal con-
tinued to pay the enormous price in money for their neutrality, which
France had demanded, the views of Napoleon were better answered
than they could have been by the possession of all their territory
and all their colonies. But the moment in which they should
become unable or unwilling to pay that price, would of course
be that of aggression and invasion. So early as 1796, Mr. Pitt
had contemplated the advantages that must arise to Britain from the
possession of a port in South America, and particularly in the Rio
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de la Plata, nor did he ever afterwards lose sight of it. Some cir-
cumstances occurred in December, 1804, to draw his attention, par-
ticularly towards the subject, inasmuch as he had intelligence that
I'rance was about to attempt to seize on one of the Spanish set-
tlements on the first opportunity. But we were then at peace
with Spain, and however willing to prevent such an aggression
on the part of I‘rance, and to assist General Miranda in his in-
tended expedition to South America, it was impossible to co-operate
with him, as he earnestly pressed the ministry to do, although the
advantage to England of securing such a market for her manufac-
tures was clearly perceived. Among the officers who had been most
confidentially consulted by Mr. Pitt, on the practicability of obtain-
ing a settlement on the La Plata, was Sir Home Popham ; and it was
probably his knowledge of the views so long entertained by that
minister, that induced him to take the hazardous step, of leaving the
Cape of Good Tlope so soon after it had been occupied by the Eng-
lish forces, in 1806, and taking Buenos Ayres without orders to that
effect. His immediate motive was, the intelligence he had procured,
that the squadron of the French admiral, Guillaumez, had intentions
of touching on the coast of Brazil, entering the La Plata, and, if pos-
sible, seizing, or forming a settlement there; and some North
Americans whom he had met, encouraged the undertaking, by ob-
serving, that to throw open the ports of South America would be
a common benefit to all commercial nations, but particularly to
England.*

In 1806, the demonstrations of hostilities against Portugal on the
part of France were so evident, that Lord Rosslyn was despatched
thither on a special mission, in which Lord St. Vincent and General
Simcoe were joined with him.  His instructions from Mr. Fox, then
prime minister, were to lay before the ministry of Lisbon, the
imminent danger which threatened the country, and to offer assistance

* For the political and commercial views entertained with regard to the assisting
Miranda, or obtaining for England a port in South America, see Lord Melville’s evi-
dence on the court martial on Sir Home Popham.
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in men, money, and stores from England, to put Portugal in a
state of defence, in case the government should decide on a vigorous
and effective resistance. If, on the other hand, Portugal should
think itself too weak to contend with Irance, the idea that had
once occurred to King Don Alfonso of emigrating to Brazil, and
there establishing the capital of the empire, was to be revived, and
promises made of assistance and protection for that purpose. If,
however, Portugal insisted on rejecting assistance in either case, the
troops under General Simcoe were to be landed, the strong forts on
the Tagus occupied by them, and the fleet was to enter the river
and secure the Portuguese ships and vessels, taking care to impress
the government and people with the feeling that this was done from
regard to the nation, and by no means for the sake of selfish ag-
grandisement on the part of Ingland. It appears, however, that
the French preparations for the invasion were not at that time so far
advanced as had been imagined, and at the earnest entreaty of the
court of Lisbon, the troops and the fleet were withdrawn from the
Tagus.

On the 8th of August, the next year, however, (1807) Mr. Ray-
neval, the French chargé d’affaires at Lisbon, received orders from
his court to declare to the Prince Regent of Portugal, that if by the
first of September he did not declare war against England, and send
back the English minister, recalling the Portuguese ambassador from
London, and did not seize all the English residents, confiscate their
property, and shut the ports of the kingdom against the English ;
and lastly, if he did not, without delay, unitc his armies and fleets
with those of the rest of the continent against England, he had
orders to demand his passports and to declare war.

The Conde de Barca, then prime minister, was certainly aware
of the preparations of the French government. But with that obsti-
nate blindness which sometimes seems to possess men like a fate, he
persisted in regarding them only as measures to intimidate and harass
England. This nobleman had been ambassador at the court of St.
Petersburg, and on his recall to take the first place in the cabinet at
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Lisbon, he was ordered to go by sea to London, and thence to Por-
tugal, but he ¢hose to perform the journey by way of Paris, where he
saw and conversed both with Napoleon and Talleyrand. There cannot
be the least doubt but that he was duped by those able men. Many
considered him as a traitor. But the vanity of the Conde, who always
said he had gone to judge of these men by his own eyes, though it
makes him weaker, makes him less wicked, and was, perhaps, the
true spring of his actions. He it was who carried the measures for
the detention of the English, the confiscation of their property,
and the shutting the ports against English commerce: adopting,
in short, the whole of the continental system. The very day before
Junot was to reach Lisbon, however, a Paris newspaper, written
in anticipation of the event, announced that ¢ The House of Bra-
ganza no longer reigned,” and that its members were reduced to the
common herd of ex-princes, &c., giving no very favourable description
of them, and holding out no very flattering expectations for the
future. This completely opened the Prince Regent’s eyes, and he
consented to that step, which D. John IV. and Don José had con-
templated, namely, the transferring the seat of his empire to his
Transatlantic possessions. )

This was in the month of November, 1817, but the events of that
month, the most interesting that had occurred to Portugal since the
revolution that had placed Braganza on the throne of his ancestors,
will be best understood by the following extracts from the despatches
received by the British ministry from Lord Strangford and from Sir
Sydney Smith at the time. On the 29th November, 1807, His Lordship
writes, after mentioning the Prince’s departure forBrazil :—

« I had frequently and distinctly stated to the cabinet of Lisbon,
« that in agreeing not to resent the exclusion of British commerce
« from the ports of Portugal, Ilis Majesty had exhausted the means
« of forbearance ; that in making that concession to the peculiar cir-
« cumstances of the Prince Regent’s situation, His Majesty had done
% all that friendship and the remembrance of ancient alliance could
 justly require ; but that a single step beyond the line of modified
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hostility, thus most reluctantly consented to, must necessarily lead
to the extremity of actual war.

¢ The Prince Regent, however, suffered himself for a moment to
forget that, in the present state of Europe, no country could be per-
mitted to be an enemy to England with impunity, and that however
much His Majesty might be disposed to make allowance for the
deficiency of means possessed by Portugal of resistance to the power
of France, neither his own dignity nor the interests of his people
would permit His Majesty to accept that excuse for a compliance
with the full extent of her unprincipled demands. On the 8th inst.
His Royal Highness was induced to sign an order for the detention
of the few British subjects, and of the inconsiderable portion of
British property which yet remained at Lisbon. On the publication
of this order, I caused the arms of England to be removed from the
gates of my residence, demanded my passports, presented a final
remonstrance against the recent conduct of the court of l.isbon, and
proceeded to the squadron commanded by Sir Sydney Smith, which
arrived off the coast of Portugal some days after I had received my
passports, and which I joined on the 17th inst.

“ I immediately suggested to Sir Sydney Smith the expediency of
establishing the most rigorous blockade at the mouth of the Tagus ;

“ and I had the high satisfaction of afterwards finding that I had thus

anticipated the intentions of His Majesty : for despatches (which I
received on the 23d) directing me to authorise that measure, in
case the Portuguese government should pass the bounds which
His Majesty had thought fit to set to his forbearance, and attempt
to take any further step injurious to the honour or interests of
Great Britain.”—

— ¢ I resolved, therefore, to proceed forthwith to ascertain
the cffect produced by the blockade of Lisbon, and to propose to
the Portuguese government, as the only condition upon which

“ that blockade should cease, the alternative (stated by you) either

of surrendering the fleet to His Majesty, or of immediately em-

ploying it to remove the Prince Regent and his family to the
Brazils.”—
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“ I accordingly requested an audience of the Prince Regent, together
“ with due assurances of protection and security ; and upon receiving
¢ His Royal Highness’s answer, I proceeded to Lisbon on the 27th,
¢ in His Majesty’s sloop Confiance, bearing a flag of truce. I had
¢ immediately most interesting communications with the court of
¢« Lisbon, the particulars of which shall be detailed in a future des-
¢ patch. It suffices to mention in this place, that the Prince Regent
“ wisely directed all his apprehensions to a Irench army, and all his
¢ hopes to a British fleet: that he received the most explicit assur-
“ ances from me that His Majesty would gencrously overlook those
“acts of unwilling and momentary hostility to which His Royal
“ Ilighness’s consent had been extorted ; and that I promised to
¢« His Royal Highness, on the faith of my sovereign, that the British
“ squadron before the Tagus should be employed to protect his re-
¢ treat from Lisbon, and his voyage to the Brazils.

“ A decree was published yesterday, in which the Prince Regent
“ announced his intention of retiring to the city of Rio de Janeiro
¢ until the conclusion of a general peace, and of appointing a regency
“ to transact the administration of government at Lisbon, during
“ His Royal Highness’s absence from Europe.”

Sir Sydney Smith writes on the first of December the following
letter to the admiralty : —

o«

o

«

«

« His Majesty’s Ship Hibernia, 22 leagues west of the Tagus, Dec. 1. 1807.

% Sir,

¢ In a former despatch, dated 22d November, with a postscript of
“ the 26th, I conveyed to you, for the information of my Iords Com-
“ missioners of the Admiralty, the proofs contained in various docu-
“ ments of the Portuguese government, being so much influenced by
“ terror of the I'rench arms as to have acquiesced to certain demands
¢ of France operating against Great Britain. The distribution of the
¢ Portuguese force was made wholly on the coast, while the land side
“ was left totally unguarded. British subjects of all descriptions
“ were detained ; and it therefore became necessary to inform the
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« Portuguese government, that the case had arisen, which required,
“ in obedience to my instructions, that I should declare the Tagus
“ in a state of blockade.”

(Sir Sydney then repeats part of Lord Strangford’s despatch.)

“ On the morning of the 29th, the Portuguese fleet came out of
“ the Tagus with His Royal Highness the Prince of Brazil, and the
“ whole of the royal family of Braganza on board, together with
“ many of his faithful councillors and adherents, as well as other
“ persons attached to his present fortunes.
“ This fleet of cight sail of the line, four frigates, two brigs, and
“ one schooner*, with a crowd of large armed merchant ships ar-
“ ranged itself under the protection of that of His Majesty, while the
“ firing of a reciprocal salute of twenty-one guns announced the
““ friendly meeting of those, who but the day before were on terms
“ of hostility, the scene impressing cvery bheholder (except the
“ French army on the hills) with the most lively emotions of grati-
“ tude to Providence, that there yet existed a power in the world
“ able, as well as willing, to protect the oppressed. — I have, &ec.
“W. Sypney Smrrn.”

* List of the Portuguese Fleci that came out of the Aagus on the 29th of November, 1807.

Guns. Commanded by
¢ Adm. Manoel da Cunha.

Principe Real - - g4 L Capt. Manoel da Canto.
- Capt. I'rancisco Manoel Soetomayor.
Rainha de Portugal =k {lec Princess Dowager and younger daughters
came in this ship.
Conde Henrique - - 74, Capt. Jose Maria de Almecida.
Medica s b - 74, Capt. Henrique de Souza Prego.
Affonso d’Abuquerque - 64, {Capty]ygnacno ' Costa f»)ll{nate!la. .
he Queen and family in this ship.
D. Joam de Castro - 64, Capt. Don Manoel Juan Sou¢a.
Principe do Brazil - 74, Capt. Gargao.
Martim de Freitas - 61, Capt. Don Manoel Menezes.
FRIGATES.
Minerva - - - 44,  Capt. Rodrigo Lobo.,
Golfinho - - 86, Capt. Luiz d’Acunha.
Urania - - 82, Capt. Tancos, Conde de Viana.

Cherua Princesa 8. S. - 20, Commanded by a lieutenant.




INTRODUCTION. 45

Such are the public accounts transmitted by foreigners to their
court of onec of the most singular transactions that has occurred in
the history of kingdoms and of courts. Yet such was the state of
Europe at that time, so momentous the struggle between the prin-
cipals in the mighty warfare that was going on, that the ancient
house of Braganza left the seat of its ancestors, to seek shelter and
security beyond the Atlantic, almost without notice and with less
ceremony than had formerly attended an excursion to its country
palaces.

The French Government had waited to invade Portugal till that
unhappy country had exhausted its treasury, in the payment of the
enormous sums demanded as the price of its neutrality. Irench
influence had removed the Portuguese troops from the mountain

BRIGS,
Guns. Commanded by
Voador - - 22, Lieut. I's. Maximilian.
Vinganga - - 20, Capt. Nicolas Kytten.
Gaivota - - =R [R00,
SCHOONER.
Curiosa - - 12, Hoisted French colours and deserted.

Of these vessels, the Martin Freitas is now the Pedro Primero. The Principe Real is
the receiving ship at Rio. The Rainka de Portugal is at Lisbon, as well as the Conde
Henrique. The Medusa is the sheer hulk at Rio. The three other linc-of-battle ships
either broke up or about to be so. Of the frigates, the Minerva was taken by the French
in India. The Golfinho is broken up, and the Urania was wrecked on the Cape de Verde
Islands. The Voador is now a corvette. The Vinganga is broke up, and the Gaivoto is
now the Liberal.

List of the Ships that remained at Lisbon.

Guns.

S. Sebastao - - 64, Unserviceable without thorough repair.
Maria Prima - - 7%, Ordered for floating battery—not fitted.
Vasco de Gama - 74,* Under repair, nearly ready.
Princesa de Beira - 64, Ordered for floating battery.

FRIGATES.
Fenix - - - 48, In need of thorough repair (broke up at Bahia),
Aamazona - B 4, Do. Do. ( Do. at Lisbon).
Perola - - 44, Do. Do. ("o, at Lisbon).
Firtao - - 40, Past repair.
Veney - - - 80, Pastrepair.

* Hulk at Rio,
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passes, where they might have opposed the entrance of French
armies, and the Prince Regent only declared his adherence to the
continental system, and arrested the English on the simultaneous
entrance of three Imperial and Spanish armies.

Junot invaded Algarve and passed the Zezere, at the same mo-
ment when Solano threw himself upon Oporto, and Carafa occupied
Alentejo and Algarve. — Under these circumstances, the conduct
of the ministry, though not courageous, was natural, and it was as
natural when Lord Strangford returned to Lisbon, which, perhaps,
he ought not to have left; that the last council held in that capital
should decide on the emigration of the court to Brazil. Had it
remained, and Portugal had become a French province, the Prince
and all his family were prisoners in the hands of one who had respected
no crown; and besides, England had intimated that in that case she
must occupy Brazil for her own security. By emigrating to Brazil
the Prince retained in his hands the largest and richest portion of
his domains, and secured at least, the personal freedom and safety
of his family. At the end therefore of the last meeting of his
councillors the Prince called his confidential servants *, and ordered
them to prepare every thing in secret for the embarkation of the
court on the next night but one. One of these had been actually
ordered to provide quarters for Junot, and on the next morning to
have a breakfast ready for him at a house half-way between Sacavem
and Lisbon. This man had smuggled his family on board one of
the ships, he had been night and day getting provisions, plate, books,
jewels, whatever could be moved on board the fleet, and, remaining
to the last, was again ordered to provide quarters for Junot : but he
was fortunate cnough to secure a boat to carry him off to the fleet,
leaving papers, money, and even his hat behind him on the beach.

* These were the Visconde de Rio Seco, who managed all; the Marquis de Vagos,
gentleman of the bed-chamber ; Conde de Redondo, who had the charge of the royal pan-
tries ; Manoel da Cunha, admiral of the fleet; the Padre José Lloi, who had the care of
the valuables belonging to the patriarchal church.
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Such is the picture of the hasty embarkation, given by some of
the attendants on the royal family.

The fleets had no sooner got off the land than they encountered
a violent gale of wind, but by the 5th of December they were all
collected again ; on that day Sir Sidney Smith having supplied the
ships with every thing necessary for their safety, and having con-
voyed them to lat. 37¢ 47 north, and long. 14¢ 17’ west, left them
to go on under the protection of the Marlborough, Capt. Moore, with
a broad pennant, the London, Monarch and Bedford.* They pro-
ceeded without farther accident to the coast of Brazil, and landed at
Bahia on the 21st of January, 1808.1

The Conde da Ponta was at that time governor of Bahia, and is
said to have been very populari: he had married a lady of high
family who was not less so, and she possessed, besides the manners
of the court, a considerable portion of both beauty and talent.

"The reception of the royal party was rendered so agrecable to the
Prince by the governor and his lady, that he remained at St. Sal-
vador’s a month, every day being a festival, and then left it with
regret. In commemoration of the visit, a spot was cleared near the
fortress of St. Peter’s, and commanding a fine view over the whole
of the beautiful bay, and there an obelisk was erected with an
inscription, stating its purpose, and the surrounding ground was
planted and converted into a public garden.

But, however agreeable a residence at Bahia might have been to
His Royal Highness, the place is too inseccure for the purposes for
which he emigrated. If it is besieged by sea, and the smallest land

* On the removal of the family of Braganza to Brazil, Sir Samuel Hood and General
Berestord took possession of Madeira, in trust for Portugal, till a restoration should take
place.

+ The Rainha dc Portugal, and the Conde Henrique with the Princess Dowager and
the younger Princesses arrived straight at Rio, on the 15th of January. The Martim
de Freitas and Golfinho arrived on the 15th at Bahia for supplies, sailed for Rio on the
24th, and arrived on the 30th.

t The Conde died in May, 1809, at the age of 35, leaving ten children, and an
embarrassed estate.
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force gets possession of the neck of land between the Cape and
Rio Vermelha, it is actually without the means of subsistence. The
entrance of the bay is so wide, that nothing can prevent ships from
going in when they please, Wherecas, the harbour of Rio is easily
defended, it not being possible for ships to enter without being
exposed to the fire of the forts. DBesides, it has resources which
Bahia has not, being at all times able to communicate with the rich
province of the Minas, which, besides the metals, abounds in corn, .
mandioc, cotton, coffee, cattle, hogs, and even the coarse manu-
factures such as cotton, &c., for the use of the slaves and for ordinary
purposes.

Rio was therefore the best adapted for the asylum of the illus-
trious house of Braganza, and, on the 26th February, His Royal
Highness sailed from Bahia, and arrived in Rio de Janeiro on the
Tth March.

Mecantime the French troops had occupied Portugal, and Junot,
who commanded in chief, and had fixed his head-quarters at Lisbon,
began by disarming the inhabitants, and war between I'rance and
Portugal was formally announced, eight days before the signature of
the treaty of Fontainbleau, by which Portugal was divided into three
great feoffs, which, under the King of Etruria, the Prince of Peace
Godoy, and a Braganza, if’ he would submit to the conditions*, were
to be subject to the crown of Spain.

Junot published a proclamation flattering the people in proportion
to his oppressions and exactions, and nearly ruined them by a
forced war contribution of nearly 38,000,000, — In addition to this
a conscription of 40,000 men was raised, and thus the means which
Portugal possessed, and which, if timely used, might have saved her
from invasion were turned against her.

The first ministry appointed on the arrival of the court at Rio,

* Godoy was to have Alentejo and Algarve; Etruria, Entre Minho e Douro with
the city of Oporto, the rest was to be sequestrated till a general peace, when a Braganza
was to be placed atits head, on condition that England should restore Gibraltar, Trinidad,
&c. to Spain.
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consisted of Don Rodriguez de Souza Continho, Don Juan d'Al-
meida, the Visconde d’Anadia, and the Marquez d’ Aguiar.

The first mieasure of the court was to publish a manifesto, setting
forth the conduct of France towards Portugal, from the beginning of
the revolution ; the efforts of the government to preserve its ncu-
trality ; and detailing all the events which had led immediately to
the emigration of the royal family. The manifesto also denied
having, as the French government alleged, given any succours to
the English flect or troops in their expedition to the River Plate ; and
it states, that the French government having broken faith with
that of Portugal, His Royal Highness considered himself at war with
France, and declared that he could only make peace by consent of,
and in conjunction with, his old and faithful ally the king of
England ; and this was all the direct interference of the Prince in
the affairs of his ancient European kingdom, where a junta of five
persons was appointed to govern, and where, before the end of the
year (1808), the battle of Vimiera had been fought, and the conven-
tion of Cintra had been signed.

The first sensible effect of the arrival of the royal family in Brazil
was the opening of its numerous ports * ; and in the very first year
(1808) ninety foreign ships entered the single harbour of Rio, and a
proportional number, those of Maranham, Pernambuco, and Bahia.
The effect of the residence of the court was soon felt in the city of
Rio de Janeiro. It was before 1808 confined to little more than the
ground it occupied when attacked by Duguay Trouen in 1712; and
the beautiful bays above and below it, formed by the harbour, were un-
occupied, except by a few fishermen, while the swamps and morasses
which surrounded it rendered it filthy in the extreme. A spot near the
church of San Francisco de Paulo had been cleared for a square, but
scarcely a dozen houses had risen round it, and a muddy pond filled
up the centre, into which the negroes were in the habit of throwing
all the impurities from the neighbourhood.  This was now filled up.
On one side of the square a theatre was begun, not inferior to those

* 28th January, 1808.
H
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of Europe in size and accommodation, and placed under the patron-
age of St.John ; several magnificent houses rose in the immediate
neighbourhood, the square was finished, and another and much
larger laid out beyond it, on one side of the city, while on the
other, between the foot of the mountain of the Corcovado, with
its surrounding hills, and the sea, every station was occupied by
delightful country-houses, and the beautiful bay of Boto Fogo,
where there were before only fishermen and gipsies, soon became a
populous and weathy suburb.

It is not in my power to give a detailed account of all the trans-
actions of this important year. The trade had naturally rapidly
increased ; the money brought by the emigrants from Portugal, had
called forth greater exertions and speculations in commerce; and in
October a public bank was chartered in Rio, with a capital of from
seventy to eighty thousand pounds sterling.

The establishment of a regular gazette naturally took place, for
the speedier dissemination of whatever tidings might arrive from
Portugal, where lay the possessions and the interest of the court and
the new people of Brazil ; and though the press, of course, did not
boast of much freedom, nor indeed would its freedom at that time have
been of any consequence, it formed the first step towards awakening
rational curiosity and that desire for reading, which has become not
only a luxury, but even a necessary, in some countries, and which
makes a rapid and daily progress here.

On the arrival of the court many of the old Creole families
hastened to the capital to greet their sovereigns. The sons and the
daughters of these married into the noble houses of Portugal ; the
union of the two nations became intimate and permanent; and the
manners and habits of the Brazilians more polished. With the
artificial wants that sprung up, new industry was excited, especially
near the capital; the woods and hills were cleared, the desert
islands of the bay became thriving farms, gardens sprung up every
where, and the delicate table vegetables of Iurope and Africa were
added to the native riches of the soil and climate.
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The numbers of the royal family furnished birthdays for frequent
galas, the foreigners vied with the Portuguese in their feasts, so
that Rio presented a scene of almost continued festivity. On the
17th of December, the birthday of the queen, six counts were
created, that is, Luiz de Vasconcellos ¢ Souza was made Conde de
Figuerio, Don Rodrigo de Souza Continho, Conde de Linhares, the
Visconde d’Anadia, Conde d’Anadia, D. Joao d’Almeida de Mello
e Castro, Conde das Galveas, D). Fernando Jose de Portogal Conde
d’Aguiar, and D. Jose de Souza Continho, Conde de Redondo.
The Papal Nuncio, Sir Sidney Smith, and Lord Strangford*, were
honoured with the order of the Tower and Sword; six English
officers were named commanders of the order of the Cross, and five
others were made knights of the same.

The beginning of 1809 was marked by an event of some import-
ance. By the treaty of Amiens, Portuguese Guiana had been given
up to I'rance, and was now, together with French Guyana and
Cayenne, governed by the infamous Victor Hughes. It was long
since France had been able to send out succour to these colonies.
The fleets of England impeded the navigation, and the demands at
home were too urgent and too great to permit much to be hazarded
for the sake of such a distant possession. The court of Rio, therefore,
resolved to send a body of troops under Colonel Manoel Marquez,
to the mouth of the Oyapok. The English ship of war, Confiance,
commanded by Captain Yeo, accompanied him, and their combined
attack forced the enemy to surrender on the ot 12th January. The
terms were honourable to both parties: and among the articles I ob-
serve the 14th, by which it is stipulated, that the botanic garden,
called the Gabrielle, shall not only be spared, but kept up in the state
of perfection in which it was given up. War is so horrible, that a trait
like this, in the midst of its evils, is too pleasing to be over-looked.

The rest of the year passed in Brazil in quiet though important

« Sir Sydney Smith had followed the Portuguese court to Rio, less as commander of
the British naval force in those seas, than as the protector of the Braganzas. Lord
Strangford had resumed his character of ambassador.

H 2
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operations ; many roads were opened through the still wild country
in the interior ; a naval academy was instituted ; aschool of anatomy
was founded in the naval and military hospital ; and the vaccine
establishment formed in Brazil in 1804 having declined, it was
renewed both at Bahia and Rio, and immense numbers of persons
of all colours were vaccinated.

Meanwhile the Portuguese arms were employed in another quar-
ter of the world. The extensive dominions of Portugal in the east
had fallen off one by one, as pearls from a broken thread. Yet
Macao was still Portuguese. I'or twenty years past, it,in common
with the coast of China, had been plagued with the pirates of the
Yecllow Sea; till, at length, the Chinese government found it
necessary to take measures for suppressing them, and thercfore
made a treaty with the Portuguese government of Macao, signed
by the following personages, on the 23d of November.

MicuEL b ARRiGa, Judge.
Brun pa Sivva.

Jost JoaquiNn Barros, (zeneral.
Suin Ker Cur

Cues.

Pom.

The Portuguese were by this treaty to furnish six vessels of from
sixteen to twenty-six guns, but beingin want of ball and other stores
they were supplied liberally by the English East India Company’s
factory ; and the result was, that after three months’ resistance, the
pirates surrendered their ships, and promised to become peaceable
subjects, and the people of Macao performed a Te Deum in honour
of their success ; but twelve months elapsed ere the happy tidings
reached Brazil.

The great European interests of Brazil and its sovereign might
have been forgotten in the country itself, during the year 1810, so
tranquil was it, but for the packets which brought across the Atlan-
tic the details of those desperate battles, which the strength and the
treasure of England were waging in defence of them in the Peninsula.
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On the 19th of February, Lord Strangford and the Conde de Linhares,
in behalf of their respective governments, signed a commercial
treaty at Rio, by which great and reciprocal advantages were ob-
tained, and the English were allowed the free exercise of their own
form of worship, provided they built no steeples to their churches,
and that they used no bells.

This was followed in the month of May by a formal notice from
Lord Strangford, that the British Parliament had voted 980,000/ for
the carrying on of the war in Portugal. In fact, IEngland had now
taken the battle into her own hands, as she had decidedly the
greatest interest in opposing I'rance; and the royal house of Bra-
ganza was at leisure to devote its whole attention to its American
dominions.  Several well appointed detachments were sent into
different parts of the country for the purpose of repelling the In-
dians, whose inroads had destroyed several of the Portuguese set-
tlements, of forming roads to connect the different provinces with
each other, and, above all, of furthering the gradual civilisation of
the Indian tribes.  Strict orders were given the commanders to pro-
ceed peaceably, especially among the friendly Indians; but such as
were refractory were to be pursued even to extermination. To
further the views with which these expeditions had been formed, a
proclamation was issued in the month of September, holding out
to such as should become proprietors and reclaimers of land in the
province of the Minas Geraes and on the banks of the Rio Doce, all the
advantages of original donatories and lords paramount ; and promis-
ing that every settlement that should contain twelve huts of reclaimed
Indians, and ten houses of white persons, should be erected into a
villa, with all its privileges. The party that was sent up the Rio Doce
discovered one hundred and forty-four farms that had been ruined by
the Indians, and which they restored: they formed a friendly treaty
with several tribes of Puri Indians, whom they found already settled
in villages, to the number of nearly a thousand. These people were
gentle, and not without some of the arts and habits of industry ; but
they were heathens and polygamists ; not that a plurality of wives was
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general, or even common, for there were only one hundred and thir-
teen wives to ninety four husbands. They do not appear to have been
cannibals, though it is strongly asserted that the neighbouring Bo-
tecudos were so, and that having gained a slight advantage over the
Portuguese, they had eaten four of them who fell into their hands. *
I confess I am sceptical about these anthropophagi. That savages
may eat their enemies taken in battle I do not doubt; under the
circumstances of savage life revenge and retaliation are sweet : but
I doubt their eating the dead found after the battle, and I doubt
their hunting men, or devouring women and children. With the
latter atrocities, indeed, they have not been charged in modern times ;
and as at the period the missionaries wrote the first histories of them,
it was politic to exaggerate the difficultics these useful men had to
encounter, in order to enhance their services, it is not uncharitable
to believe that much exaggeration crept into the accounts of the
savages, especially if we recollect the miracles ascribed in those
very accounts to many of the missionaries themselves. Besides
these measures concerning the Indians, other steps were taken for
the good of the country of no less importance ; several colonies,
both of Europeans, and of islanders from the Acores, were invited
and encouraged. The fisheries off the coast were attended to, and
particularly that of the island of St. Catherine; and on the same
island sufficient experiments were made upon the growth of hemp,
to prove that time and industry only were wanting to furnish great
quantities of that valuable article of a very good quality.

The year 1811 was the last of the life and ministry of the Conde
de Linhares, whose views were all directed to the good of the coun-
try. Fully aware not only of its richness and fertility, he also per-
ceived how poor and how backward it was, considering its natural

* I have in my possession a curious drawing, found in a Botecudo cottage, and done
by one of the Creole Brazilians, of mixed breed, who shows himself hidden in a cave, his
white companions dead, and they, as well as the soldiers of the black regiment who ac-
companied them, have the flesh stripped from the bones, excepting the head, hands, and
feet. The Botecudos are represented as carrying off this flesh in baskets. These savages
appear quite naked, having their mouth pieces, and being armed with bows and arrows.
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advantages. In endeavouring to remedy the evils, he perhaps aimed
at doing more than was possible in the short time, and under the
circumstances, in which his active disposition could operate. He had
formed roads and planned canals ; he had invited colonies, which in-
deed afterwards sunk ; but they left behind them some of their inge-
nious practice, and some seeds of improvement which have not ut-
terly perished. The possibility of navigating both the St. Matthew’s
river and the Gequetinhonha had been ascertained ; experiments in
every kind of cultivation had been made ; even the tea had been in-
troduced from China. A botanical garden had been formed, in
which the spices of the LEast were cultivated with success ; and per-
haps as the greatest possible good, a public library had been formed,
and its regulations framed on the most liberal principles.

Towards the end of 1811 a royal decree was issued, assigning
120,000 crusadoes per annum to be taken from the customs of Bahia,
Pernambuco, and Maranham, for forty years, to the Portuguese, who
had suffered during the I'rench war; a measure regarded even then
with jealousy by the northern captaincies. But they all continued
tranquil for the present, and seemed to attend only to domestic im-
provement. New buildings, both for use and ornament, arose in the
cities. Maranham and Pernambuco improved their harbours. Bahia,
besides the handsome theatre opened there in 1812, paved her
streets ; and at Rio, a subscription of 30,000 crusadoes was raised
towards beautifying the palace square, completing the public gardens,
and draining the campo de Sta. Anna.

In 1813, some disputes arose between the court of Rio and Eng-
land on account of the slave trade. Three ships had been captured
by the British squadron off the coast of Africa, while certainly
engaged in illegal slaving ; remonstrances were made, and the matter
continued suspended until after the congress of Vienna, when that
illustrious meeting, though most of its highest and most powerful
members had exclaimed loudly against the villanous practice, suf-
fered it to be carried on. Then indeed England consented to pay
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13,000/ to indemnify the Portuguese slave traders for their loss
(July, 1815) !

In the same year there appears to have been some discontent
manifested, or suspected in the provinces. Many of the salaries of
officers, both civil and military, remained unpaid ; yet there were
exactions, the more grievous, because they were irregular, in every
department ; the administration of justice was notoriously corrupt ;
the clergy had fallen into disorder and disrepute ; and though much
that was useful had been done, yet that was forgotten, especially in
the distant provinces, and such a portion of discontent existed, that
various officers who had come to Rio either on private business or
to remonstrate on public wrongs, were peremptorily ordered to
return to their own provinces.

It was wisely done at this juncture, to take off the public attention
from such vexations by a mecasure at once just and gratifying to the
pride of the Brazilians: by an edict of the 16th of December, 1815,
Brazil was raised to the dignity of a kingdom, and the style and
title altered so as to place it on an equal footing with Portugal. For
some months addresses of thanks and congratulation poured in to
the king from various provinces, and the feasts and rejoicings on
that happy occasion occupied the people to the exclusion of all
other considerations.

Meantime the victories of the allies in Europe, having caused
the exile of Napoleon to Elba, the necessity for an Lnglish guardian
squadron at Rio had ceased; and accordingly the British establish-
ment was broken up, and the stores sold, and the family of Bra-
ganza, again independent of forcign aid, began to renew its con-
nections with the other courts of Europe. ;

These negotiations suffered some little interruption from an event
which had long been expected, namely, the death of the queen, on
the 20th of March, 1816, whose state, both of body and mind, had
long precluded her from all share in public affairs. She was
buried with great pomp in the church of the convent of the Ajuda ;
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and, as is usual, dirges were sung for her in all the churches in the
kingdom.

In the month of June, the Marquis Marialva was received at
Paris as ambassader of Portugal and Brazil, and shortly atterwards
the way having been prepared by an inferior minister, he went to
Vienna, to negotiate a marriage between Don Pedro de Alcantara,
Prince of Portugal and Brazil, and the Archduchess Maria Leo-
poldina, which was happily effected. On the 28th of November,
she was privately contracted at Vienna to the prince. On the 17th
of I'ebruary following, the contract was made public, and on the
13th of May she was married by proxy, the Marquis Marialva stand-
ing for Don Pedro ; but it was not until the 11th of November that
she arrived at Rio. The line of battle ship Joam VI. had been sent
along with two frigates for her to Trieste, the voyage was performed
without accident, and the person the most important to the hopes
and happiness of Brazil, was welcomed with enthusiasm by all
classes of people.

In the autumn preceding, two of the Infantas of Portugal had
been married to Ferdinand the 7Tth of Spain, and his brother the
Infant Don Carlos.

But the frontier of Brazil to the southward now began to feel the
effect of those disturbances which had long agitated Spanish South
Amecrica. The chief Artigas showed a disposition to encroach on
the Portuguese line, and, therefore, a corps of volunteers had been
formed for the purposes of observation, and the Porte da Santa
Theresa had been occupied in order to. check the motions of that
active leader: during the autumn of 1816, several skirmishes took
place, but the arts of negotiation as well as of war were resorted
to, and on the 19th of January, 1817, the keys of Montevideo
were delivered up to the Portuguese general Lecor, by which the
long-wished-fbr command of the eastern bank of the Plata was
obtained.

Meantime the discontents in the northern provinces had broken
out into open insurrection, in the captaincy of Pernambuco. The

I
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people of Recife, and its immediate neighbourhood, had imbibed
some of the notions of democratical government from their former
masters the Dutch. They remembered besides, that their own
exertions, without any assistance from the government, had driven
out those masters, and had restored to the crown the northern part
of its richest domain. They were, therefore, disposed to be par-
ticularly jealous of the provinces of the south, especially of Rio,
~which they considered as more favoured than themselves, and they
were disgusted at the payments of taxes and contributions, by which
they never profited, and which only served to enrich the creatures
of the court, while great abuses existed, especially in the judicial
part of the government, which they despaired of ever secing re-
dressed. Such were the exciting causes of the insurrection of 1817,
in Pernambuco, which threatened for many months the peace, if not
the safety of Brazil. The example of the Spanish Americans had
no doubt its weight, and a regular plan for obtaining independence
was formed, troops were raised and disciplined, and Recife being
secured, fortifications were begun at Alagoas and at Penedo.

The insurgents, however, had probably miscalculated the degree
of concurrence or assistance they should meet with from their
neighbours. 'The people of Serinhaem as soon as the insurrection
was known, namely the middle of April, posted themselves on
the Rio IFormosa as a check on that quarter, and the king’s troops
under Lacerda, marched immediately from Bahia. The Pernam-
bucan leader Victoriano, having attacked the Villa de Pedras. re-
ceived a decided check from a body of royalists, under Major
Gordilho, who had been sent forward by Lacerda, on the 21st:
and by the 29th Gordilho had occupied that post, as well as
Tamandré, where he was not long afterwards joined by Colonel
Mello, with a strong reinforcement.

Meantime the Pernambucan chief, Domingos Jose Martins, was
actively employed in collecting troops, and forming guerilla parties,
in order to harass the marches of the enemy. These parties were
headed by Cavalcante, a man of wealth and family, aided by a priest,
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Souto, a bold and enterprising man, who was far from being the only
ecclesiastical partisan. On the 2d of May, a vigorous attack was
made on_ Serinhaem, by the famous Pernambucan division of the
south, which had hitherto received no check ; but the assailants were
repulsed with the loss of their artillery and baggage, and a column
under Martins coming up met with the same fate, on which he drew
off his people with those of the south, to the ingenio of Trapiche.
On the 6th of May they left that position, and meeting the royalists
under Mello, suffered a complete defeat. Their chiefs were either
killed or taken ; and of the latter some were exiled, others impri-
soned, and three, Jose Luiz Mendon¢a, Domingos Jose Martins,
and the priest, Miguel Joaquim de Alameida, were hanged in Bahia.

At this juncture Luiz do Rego Barreto was appointed by the
government at Rio to the office of captain-general of Pernambuco.
He was a native of Portugal, and had served with distinction under
Lord Wellington. Of a firm and vigorous mind, and jealous of the
honour of a sodier, he was perhaps too little yielding to the people
and the temper of the times. The severe military punishments inflicted
on this occasion certainly produced irritation, which though it did
not break out immediately, was the cause of much evil afterwards,
and brought an odium upon that gallant soldier himself, tfrom which
his high character in other situations could not shield him.

This year the ministry underwent a complete change. The Mar-
quis d’Aguiar, who had succeeded to the Conde de Linhares, died
in January, and the Conde da Barca in June; when the Conde de
Palmela became prime minister, Bezerra became president of the
treasury, the Conde dos Arcos secretary for transmarine and naval
affairs, the Conde de Funchal counsellor of state, and Don Tomas
Antonio de Portogal secretary to the house of Braganza.

I cannot pretend to speak of the character or measures of these or
any other Portuguese or Brazilian ministers. My opportunities of
information were too few; my habits as a woman and a foreigner
never led me into situations where | could acquire the necessary
knowledge. I wish only to mark the course of events, and in as
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far as they are linked with each other, the causes of those effects
which took place under my own eyes.

In the early part of 1818, some additional restrictions concerning
the slave trade, which had been agreed to by Conde de Palmela
during the last year at London, were published at Rio, and a com-
mission of English and Portuguese jointly was formed for the ex-
amining into and deciding on causes arising out of the treaties on
that most important subject, a certain number of commissioners
being appointed to reside in the different ports in Africa and Brazil,
where the trade was still considered lawful. That year opened at
Rio with unusual festivity. On the 22d of January, a great bull-feast
was given at San Christovam, the royal country house, in honour of
the young princess’s birth-day ; it was followed by a military dance,
in which the costume of the natives of every part of the Portuguese
dominions in the east and west were displayed. . Portugal and
Algarve, Africa and India, China and Brazil, all appeared to do
homage to the illustrious stranger. Music, in which the taste of the
king was unrivalled, formed a great part of the entertainment, and
never perhaps had Brazil witnessed so magnificent a festival.

On the 6th of February the coronation of his majesty, John VI,
took place, and these peaceful festivities gave a character to the year,
which was remarkably quiet, the only public acts of note being the
farther prosecution of the plans for civilising the interior, by faci-
litating the communications from place to place, and reclaiming the
border tribes of Indians.

The following year was not less tranquil. The birth of the young
princess, Donna Maria da Gloria, was an event to gratity both the court
and the people of Brazil. They had now the heir of their kingdom
born among them, a circumstance which they were disposed to hail
as a pledge that the seat of government would not be removed from
among them.

The early part of 1820 was disturbed by some irruptions of the
Spanish Americans under Artigas, on the eastern side of the Plata.
The Portuguese troops, however, soon repulsed him, and strengthéned
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their line by the occupation of Taquarembo, Simar, and the Arroyo
Grande.

Meantime the peace in Europe had not brought back all the
tranquillity that was expected from it. In vain did the old govern-
ment expect to step back into exactly the same places they had
occupied before the revolutionary war. The Cortes had assembled
in Spain. Naples had been convulsed by an attempt to obtain a
constitution similar to that promulgated by the Spanish Cortes; and
now Portugal began to fecl the universal impulse. Lisbon and
Oporto were both the seats of juntas of provisional government, and
both assembled Cortes to take into consideration the framing of a new
constitution, and the reformation of ancicnt abuses. On the 21st of
August the Cortes of Lisbon had sworn to adopt in part the consti-
tution of the Spanish Cortes, but it was not until the month of
November that the government of Brazil made public the recent
occurrences in the mother country. Indeed it was not to be expected
that Brazil should remain unconscious of the proceedings of Eu-
rope. The provinces were all more or less agitated. Pernambuco
was as usual foremost in feeling, and in the expression of feeling. A
considerable party had assembled at about thirty-six leagues from
Olinda. They declared their grievances to be intolerable, and that
nothing but a total reform in the government should reconcile them
to longer subjection to the government of Rio. The royalist troops
were sent out against them and were victorious, after an action of six
hours, in which they lost six officers and 19 men killed, and 134
wounded. The loss on the other side was much greater, and as usual
severe military executions increased the evils of the civil war, at the
same time that they farther exasperated the people, and prepared
them for a future and more obstinate resistance.

Bahia was far from tranquil. The old jealousy which had sub-
sisted from the time the seat of government had been transferred
from the city of St. Salvador to Rio, combined with other causes,
tended to increase the desire of a constitutional government, from

which all good was to be expected, and under which, it was hoped,
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that all abuses would be reformed. Rio itself began to manifest the
same feelings. The provinces of St. Paul’s and the Minas were
always ready to unite in any cause that promised an increase of
freedom ; and the whole country seemed on the brink of revolution,
if not civil war.

The court party, however, still flattered themselves that the de-
termination of the King to remain in Brazil, instead of returning
to Lisbon to put himself into the power of the Cortes, would
be so grateful to the Brazilians, that they would be contented to
forego the probable advantages of a constitution, for the sake of
the positive good of having the seat of government fixed among
themselves. But it was too late; the wish for improvement had
been excited. The administration had been too corrupt, the ex-
actions too heavy to be longer borne, when reform appeared to be
within reach. The very soldiers became possessed with the same
spirit, and though highly repugnant to the King’s feelings, it soon
became evident that a compliance with the wishes of the people
and with the constituton, as declared by the Cortes at Lisbon, was
inevitable.

It is said, that some of the wisest ministers had long pressed His
Majesty to a compliance with the wishes of his people, but in vain.
His reluctance was unconquerable, until at length, perceiving that
force would certainly be resorted to, he adopted a half measure
which probably accelerated the very event he was anxious to avoid.*

On the 18th of February, 1821, the King accepted as a junta, to take
into consideration such parts of the constitution as might be ap-
plicable to the state of Brazil, the following persons : —

* Some have imagined that a paper published at Rio, written by a Frenchman, and
supposed to have been in the pay of the then ministry, desirous of kecping the king in
Brazil, had great effect on the subsequent events; and that greater still had been produced
by the revolution of the 10th of February, at Bahia; but the motives of action were the
same in all Brazil; the event must have been the same at Rio, whether Bahia had stirred
or not, though, perhaps, it might be accelerated by that circumstance.
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Marquez de Alegrete — President
Baron de St. Amaro.
Luiz José de Carvalho Mello.
Antonio Liuz Pereiro da Cunha.
Antonio Rodriguez Velloso de Oliviera.
Joad Severiano Maciel da Costa.
Camillo Maria Tonelet.
Joad de Souza de Mendonga Costa Real.
José da Silva Lisboa.
Mariano José Pereira da Fonseca.
Javé Rodriguez Pereira de Almeida.
Francisco Xavier Pires.
José Caetano Gomez.
Procurador da Casa.
José de Oliviera Botelho Pinto Masquiera.
Secretarios.
Manoel Jacinto Noguerra de (Gama.
Manoel Moreira de Figueiredo.
Secretaries Substituti.
O Coronel Francisco Saraiva da Costa Retoios.
O Desembargador Joad José de Mendonga.

These persons were all anxious to retain the King in Brazil. Most
of them Brazilians, they had felt the advantage of having the seat
of government fixed among themselves, and though the King’s fo-
reign allies and his Portuguese subjects had pressed him to return to
Europe, his own dread of the Cortes of Lisbon, together with their
natural desire to detain him in Brazil, produced on the 2lst a
manitesto, describing His Majesty’s affection and reliance on his Bra-
zilian subjects, and stating, that he was resolved to send the Prince
Don Pedro to Lisbon, with full powers to treat on his behalf
with the Cortes, whom he seems to have considered as subjects in
rebellion.

The Prince was also to consult with the Cortes concerning the
drawing up of a constitution, and the King promised to adopt such
parts of it as might be found applicable to existing circumstances
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and to the peculiar situation of Brazil. This manifesto appears to
have produced an effect very different from what was intended. At
four o’clock in the morning of the 26th, all the streets and squares
of the city were found full of troops. Six pieces of artillery were
planted at the heads of the principal streets, and the most llvel.y
sensation agitated every part of the city of Rio. As soon as this
circumstance could be known at San Christovad, the Prince Don
Pedro, and the Infant Don Miguel, came into the city. The Ca-
mara® was assembled in the great saloon of the theatre.t The Prince,
after conferring for a short time with the members of that body,
appeared upon the balcony of the saloon, and read to the I)eoPle
and the troops, a royal proclamation, antedated the 24th, securing
to them the Constitution, such as it should be framed by the Cortes
of Lisbon. This was received with loud cries of Viva el Rei, Viva a
Religiad, Viva a constituicad. The Prince then returned to the
saloon, and ordered the secretary of the Camarato draw up the form
of the oath to be taken to observe the constitution, and also a list of
a new ministry, to be submitted to the people for their approbation.
The list of ministers was first read, and each individually approved.

* The whole municipal body.

t+ The square in front of the theatre, from its size and situation, was not fit for the
assembly of the people and troops on such an occasion.

t New Miuisters.

Vice-admiral and Commander-in-chief Quintella, sccretary of state. : ;
Joaquin Jose Monteiro Torres, minister of marine, and secretary for transmarine affairs.
Silvestre Pinhero Fereiro, secretary for foreign affairs.
Conde de Louga, head of the treasury.
Bishop of Rio, president of the board of conscience.
Antonio Luiz Pereiro da Cunha, head of police.
José Gaetano Gomes, grand treasurer.
Joao Fereiro da Costa Sampaio, second treasurer.
Sebastian Luiz Terioco, fiscal.
José da Silva Lisboa, literary department.
Joao Rodriguez Percira de Almeida, director of the bank.
— — DBarboza, police.
Conde de Aseca, head of the board of trade.
Brigadier Carlos Frederico da Cunha, commander-in-chief, &c.
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His RRoyal Highness then proceeded to take the oath for his father,
in the following form : —

« ] swear, in the name of the King, my father and lovd, veneration
« and respect for our holy religion ; to observe, keep, and maintain
« for ever the constitution such as established by the cortes in Por-
« tugal.” The bishop then presented to him the holy Gospels, on
which he laid his right hand, and solemnly vowed, promised, and
signed the same.

The Prince then took the oath in like manner for himself, and was
immediately followed by his brother, the Infant Don Miguel, after
whom the ministers and a multitude of other persons crowded to
follow his example. Meantime the Prince rode to the King at his
country seat of Boa Vista, at San Custovao, to inform him of all that
had passed, and to entreat his presence in the city, as the best means
of securing order and confidence. Iis Majesty accordingly set off
immediately, and arrived at the great square at about eleven o’clock,
when the people took the horses from his carriage and dragged him
to the palace, the troops following as on a day of gala, and forming
in the square before the doors. At one of the centre windows the
King presently appeared, and confirmed all that the Prince had pro-
mised in his name, declaring at the same time his perfect approbation
of every thing that had been done. The troops then dispersed, and
the King held a court, which was most numerously attended ; and the
day ended at the opera, the people again assembling to drag the King’s
carriage thither.

It would be curious to investigate the feelings of princes on occa-
sions so momentous to themselves and to their people. Joam VI,
passionately fond of music, was dragged by a people, grateful for a
boon granted that very day, to a theatre built by himself, where all
the music vocal and instrumental was selected with exquisite taste,
and where the piece presented was a decided favourite.*  Yet it may
be questioned whether there existed in his wide dominions one heart

* Rossini’s Cenerentola.
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less at ease than his own. All his feelings and prejudices were in
favour of the ancient order of things, and this day thosc feelings and
prejudices had been obliged to bend to the spirit of the times, to a
wide-spread desire for freedom, to every thing, in short, most contrary
to the ancient system of continental Europe.

The next day *, there was nothing but joy in the city, the
great saloon was again crowded with persons eager to sign the oath
to the constitution, illuminations, feux de joie, and fire-works suc-
ceeded ; and at the opera, Puccito’s Henrique IV. was ordered in com-
pliment to the King. But he was too much fatigued with the events
of the last two days to go, and when the curtain of the royal box was
drawn up, the pictures only of the king and queen appeared ; but
they were received with loud acclamations, as if the royal personages
themselves had been present.

Thus was a most important revolution brought about without
bloodshed, and almost without disturbance. The junta occupied
itself seriously on the business of the constitution, and began by pub-
lishing some edicts highly favourable to the people, and,among others,
one insuring the liberty of the press.

Meantime Bahia, actuated by the same spirit as Rio, had antici-
pated the revolution at that place. On the 10th of February the
troops and people assembled in the city, the magistrates were called
on to take an oath to adhere to the constitution, a provisional govern-
ment was formed, and troops were raised in order to maintain the
constitution, in case the court at Rio should be adverse to its adop-
tion. Among these the most forward was a small body of artillery,
formed of the students at the different colleges and schools of the city.
The new government early began to manifest a determination to be
no longer subordinate to Rio, and to acknowledge no other authority

* The 27th, on which day Messrs. Thornton, Grimaldi, and Maler, ministers from
England and France, waited on His Majesty. The different motions or interferences of the
members of the diplomatic body scarcely concern this period. There is no doubt but
that they were busy. But circumstances which they could not control, though they
might disturb, brought about the revolution of the 26th, the visible facts alone of which I
pretend to give.




INTRODUCTION, 67

than that of the Cortes at Lisbon. An intimation of what had taken
place at Bahia was immediately forwarded to Luiz do Rego at Per-
nambuco, who assembled the magistrates, the troops, and the people,
on the 3d of March, in Recife, and there, along with them, solemnly
took the oath to adhere to the constitution ; a measure which gave
universal satisfaction. About the same time, several of the towns in
the Comarca of Ilheos also took the oaths to maintain the constitution;
and it appeared evidently that the whole country was equally desirous
of a change, in hopes of relief from the vexations it had so long suf-
fered under.

But the agitation of the capital was by no means at an end. Dis-
putes arose concerning the election of deputies to the cortes, which,
however, ended in adopting the method laid down in the Spanish
constitution. The troops found it necessary to publish a declaration,
denying that they had any factious views when they assembled on
the 26th of February, and alleging that they appeared as citizens
anxious for the rights of the whole community. The people assem-
bled in different places, and are said to have insulted several persons,
particularly the members of the council which existed immediately
before the revolution ; and in order to save three of them from the
fury of the mob, they were placed in confinement for three days, and
then liberated, with a proclamation tending to exculpate them from
all criminal charges, and explaining the motives of their arrest.

The King meanwhile had resolved on returning to Lisbon, and on
the 7th of March he published a proclamation announcing his reso-
lution, together with an order for such deputies as should be clected
by the time of his departure, to go with him to attend the Cortes,
and promising to find means of conveying the rest when they should
be ready.

Every thing now appeared to proceed in quiet. The preparations
for His Majesty’s departure went on, and he resolved to take the
opportunity of the assembling of the electors on the 21st of April,
to choose the deputies to the Cortes, to submit to them the plan
for the government of Brazil which he had laid down, in order to
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| receive their sanction. These electors were assembled in the
exchange, a handsome new building on the shore, and thither a
’." great concourse of people had flocked, some purely from curiosity,
some from a desire, imagining they had a right, to express their
opinion on so important a subject. The result of that meeting was
a deputation sent to the king, insisting on the adoption of the entire
1. Spanish constitution. The decree of the assembly received the
I signature of the King. But the members of that assembly met again
on the 22d, many of whom had no legal title to be present, and pro-
ceeded to propose to stop the ships prepared for the King’s return to
Portugal. Some went so far as to propose an examination of the
vessels, in order to stop the exportation of the quantity of wealth
known to be on board of them, and the meeting at length assumed
so alarming an aspect, that His Majesty revoked his royal consent
to the act passed on the 21st, and sent a body of soldiers to intimidate
the assembly. Unhappily, an order proceeding from some quarter,
never known or never acknowledged, caused the soldiers to fire into
the exchange, where the unarmed and innocent electors, as well as the
others who had crowded thither, it might be, with less pure motives,
were assembled, but all were there on the faith of the royal invitation

given through the judge of the district. 5
About thirty persons were killed, many more were wounded : and
the whole city was filled with an indescribable consternation. The
sudden stop that was put to this strange, unwise and cruel attack, has
always been attributed to the Prince Don Pedro, who, on this as on
i other occasions, has well merited the title of perpetual defender of
Brazil. The attack itself, perhaps unjustly, was imputed to the
Conde dos Arcos by some, to other individuals by others, according
! as passion or party directed the suspicion: the truth is, that it seems
b to have been the result of ill-understood orders, given hastily in a
moment of alarm, for it is impossible to think, for an instant, that
any man could wantonly have so cruelly irritated the people at the
very time when so much depended on their tranquillity. This
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shocking event, however, seems to have quickened the King’s re-
solution to leave Brazil. That very day he made over the govern-
ment of that country to the Prince, with a council to be composed of

The Conde dos Arcos, Prime Minister.

Conda da Louga, Minister of Interior.

Brigadier Canler, Minister of War.
And in case of the prince’s death, the regency to remain in the hands
of the Princess Maria Leopoldina.

The next day the King publicly addressed the troops, recommend-
ing to them fidelity to the crown and constitution, and obedience to
the Prince Regent, and as a royal boon on leaving the army, pro-
mising a great increase of pay to all, and that the Brazilian officers
should be put on the same footing as those of the Portuguese
army. The ministers who advised this step, acted cruelly towards
the government they left behind. The treasury was left empty at
the King’s departure, yet increase of pay bevond all precedent was
promised, as well as other burdens on the prince’s revenue. His
Majesty published on the same day, a farewell to the inhabit-
ants of Rio; and it cannot be imagined that he could leave the
place which to him had been a haven of safety, during the storm in
which most of his brother monarchs had suffered, without feelings of
regret, if not affection.

The Prince also addressed the Brazilians on assuming the govern-
ment by a proclamation, which, as it sets forth his intentions, I shall
give literally :

¢ Inhabitants of Brazil ;

“ The necessity of paying attention to the general interests of the
nation before every other, forces my august father to leave you, and
to intrust me with the carc of the public happiness of Brazil, until
Portugal shall form a constitution, and confirm it.

“ And, as I judge it right, in the present circumstances, that all
should from this time understand what are the objects of public
administration which I have principally in view, I lose no time !in
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declaring, that strict respect for the laws, constant, vigilance over the
administration of the same, opposition to the quibbles by which
they are discredited and weakened, will be the objects of my first
attention.

“ It will be highly agreeable to me to anticipate all such benefits of
the constitution as shall be compatible with obedience to the laws.

¢« Public education, which now demands the most especial attention
of the government, will be provided for by every means in my power.

“ And in order that the commerce and agriculture of Brazil may be
in a prosperous state, I shall not cease to encourage whatever may
favour these copious sources of national riches.

“ Ishall pay equal attention to the interesting subject of reform,
without which it will be impossible to use liberal means for the
public good.

¢ Inhabitants of Brazil! all these intentions will be frustrated if
certain evil-minded persons should accomplish their fatal views, and
persuade you to adopt antisocial principles, destructive of all order,
and diametrically opposed to the system of liberality, which from
this moment it is my intention to follow.”

The ceremonies of taking leave, occupied the following day. On
the 24th, the royal family embarked, and with it many of the
Portuguese nobles who had followed their king into exile, and many
others whose fortunes were entirely attached to the court.

But this great re-emigration produced evils of no common magni-
tude in Brazil. It is computed that fifty millions of crusadoes, at least,
were carried out of the country by the Portuguese returning to
Lisbon. A great proportion of specie had been taken up in exchange
for government bills on the treasuries of Bahia, Pernambuco, and
Maranham. But these provinces, from the revolution in February,
had disclaimed the superiority of the government at Rio, and had
owned no other than that of the Cortes at Lisbon, and above all the
ministry well knew, even at the time of granting the bills, that they
had refused to remit any portion of the revenue to Rio. Hence
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arose commercial distress of every description, and as long-standing
government debts had been also paid by these bills which were all
dishonoured, the cvil spread far and wide, not only among the natives
but the foreign merchants. It was of little avail that the Prince
acknowledged the debts *; the treasury was left so poor, that he was
obliged to delay or modify the increase of military pay promised on
the King’s departure, a circumstance that occasioned much disquiet
in several provinces. The funds for carrying on several branches of
industry, and several works of public utility were destroyed by this
great and sudden drainj and thereby much that had been begun
after the arrival of the court, and which it was hoped would have
been of the greatest benefit to the country, was stopped.  Colonies
that had been invited to settle with the most liberal promises perished
for want of the necessary support in the beginning of their career,
and the wonder is, not that disturbances in various quarters took
place after the departure of the King, but that they were not of a
more fierce and fatal tendency.

The Prince who remained at the head of the government was de-
servedly popular among the Brazilians. His first care was to examine
into and redress causes of grievances ; particularly those arising from
arbitrary imprisonment and vexatious methods of collecting taxes.
The great duties on salt conveyed into the interior, were remitted.
Something was done towards improving the condition of the barracks,
hospitals, and schools. Books were allowed to be imported duty
free, and every thing that could be effected under the circumstances,
was done by the Prince for the advantage of the people, and to
preserve or promote public tranquillity.

But the question of the independence of Brazil had now come to be
publicly agitated, and out ot it arose several others. Was it to be still
part of the Portuguese monarchy, with a separate supreme jurisdiction
civil and eriminal under the Prince ? or was it to return to the abject

* It was of little avail at the time. But as soon as it was possible, his royal highness’s
government began payments by instalments, which are still going on, notwithstanding the
total change of government. This is highly honourable.
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state in which it had been since its discovery, subject to all thevexatious
delays occasioned by distant tribunals, by appeals beyond sea, and all
that renders the state of a colony irksome or degrading? Then if
independent so far, was it to form one kingdom whose capital should
be at Rio, or were there to be several unconnected provinces, each with
its supreme government, accountable only to the king and cortes at
Lisbon? Those who had republican views, and who looked forward
to a federal state, favoured the latter views, and so did those who
dreaded the final separation of Brazil from the mother country; for
they argued that the separate provinces might be easily controlled, but
that Brazil united would overmatch any force that Portugal could send
against it, should a hostile struggle between them ever take place.

The people, jealous of all, but particularly ot the ministers, accused
the Conde dos Arcos of treachery, and of a wish to reduce Brazil
once more to the state in which it had been before 1808. They
insisted on his dismissal, and on the appointment of a provisional
junta, which should deliberate on the best measures of government
to be adopted, until the constitution of the cortes should arrive from
Lisbon, and the fifth of June, the day of his dismissal, was held as a
festival, *

Yet, distressed as the government was by an empty treasury, and by
demands increasing daily on all sides, it was impossible to remove at
once all causes of discontent ; and the new junta was so well aware
of this, that, on the 16th of June, on publishing an invitation to all
persons to send in plans and projects for improvements, and statistical
notices concerning the country, they also published an exhortation
to tranquillity and obedience, and patient waiting till the event of
the deliberation of the cortes, now to be joined by their own deputies,
should be known. That same night both the Portuguese and

* When he touched at Bahia on his way home, the junta of government there,
prejudiced by letters from Rio, refused him permission to land ; and he had the mortifi-
cation of being treated as a criminal, in that very city where he had governed with honour,
and where he had been beloved. On his arrival at Lisbon, he suffered a short imprison-
ment in the tower of Belem.  Yet his misconduct, if it amounted to all he was charged
with, scems to have been an error in judgment.
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Brazilian troops were under arms in the city, violent jealousies had
arisen between them, and it required all the authority and all the
popularity of the Prince to restore order. On the morning of the
17th His Royal Highness called together the officers of both nations,
and in a short speech he ordered them as soldiers, and recommended
to them as citizens, to preserve the subordination of the troops they
commanded, and union among those troops, bidding them remember
that they had sworn to support the constitution, and that they were
to trust to that for the redress of their grievances.

Meanwhile the more distant provinces had acknowledged the
authority of the cortes, and had sworn to support the constitution.
But Maranham in its public acts took no notice whatever of the
Prince, professing only to recognise the government of Lisbon. At
Villa Rica, when the constitution was proclaimed, the troops refused
to acknowledge the Prince, accusing him of withholding the pay
promised by the King. At St. Catherine’s, though the measures
were less violent, yet the refusing to admit a new governor who had
been sent, was decidedly an act of insubordination ; but the political
agitations at St. Paul’s were not only of a more serious nature, but
had more important results than those of any other province.

The ostensible cause of the first public ferment in that city was
the discontent of the Cacgadores at not receiving the promised
augmentation of pay, which, indeed, it was not then in the power
of the Prince to bestow on them.

The regiment, however, took up arms on the 3d of June, and de-
clared they would not lay them down until they received the pay
demanded, and were proceeding to threaten the municipal govern-
ment of the city, when they were stopped by the good sense, and
presence of mind of their captain, José Joaquim dos Santos. But
though the ferment was soothed for the time, it continued to agitate
not only the troops, but the people, to such a degree, that the
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