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TO

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS

THE PRINCE REGENT OF PORTUGAL,

PRINCE OF BRAZIL, &c. &c. &c.

SIR,
NDER the sanction of Your Royal Highness, I per-
formed the Travels in your dominions of Brazil, of which
the following is a Narrative : 1n obedience to the command
with which Your Royal Highness honoured me on my de-
parture from Rio de Janeiro, I now submit it to the Public.

Unbiassed either by partiality or prejudice, I have endea-
voured to give a clear and faithful relation of what I have
seen. In describing the present state of Mining and Agricul-
ture in your dominions, I have taken the liberty to suggest
some improvements, which, in my humble opinion, would
tend to increase the revenue of Your Royal Highness, and
multiply the resources of the country. These are the princi-
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pal grounds on which I rest my hope, that the work, notwith-
standing its imperfections, will be found not unworthy of
being patronized by a Prince, whose happiness consists in pro-
moting that of his subjects.

On this occasion 1 cannot but express the deep regret I
feel at the decease of that excellent member of Your Royal
Highness’s cabinet, the Condé de LinuarEes, whose goodness
and greatness of mind encouraged every pursuit tending to
the public advantage, with a zeal which true patriotism alone
could inspire.  Had he lived, I might have presumed on his
receiving these pages with that kind and friendly partiality
which ever distinguished his conduct towards me.  Bereft of
that Nobleman’s protection, I stand unsupported before Your
Royal Highness, to whose patronage I submit this work, as a
testimonial of the high respect with which I have the honour
to be

Your Royal Highness’s most obliged

and most humble servant,

JOHN MAWE.
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TRAVELS, &ec.

CHAP. L

Voyage to Cadiz and thence to the Rio de la Plata.—Misfortunes at
Monte Video.—Character of the Inhabitants.—Trade.—Geological
Remarks.

TRAVELLER who ventures to present his Narrative to the

Public, is generally encouraged by the conviction that it con-

tains novel and interesting information. This is my case; and I

beg leave, before I begin my story, briefly to state the subject of

it to the Reader, in order that he may perceive the grounds on
which it claims his attention.

In the year 1804, I was induced to undertake a voyage of com-
mercial experiment, on a limited scale, to the Rio de la Plata.
On my arrival at Monte Video, the ship and cargo were seized ;
I was thrown into prison, and afterwards sent into the interior,
where I was detained until the taking of that place by the British
troops under Sir Samuel Auchmuty. T afterwards obtained leave
to accompany the army under General Whitelocke, which was
sent against Buenos Ayres, and I rendcred such services to the
expedition as my two years’ residence in the country enabled me
to perform. At the termination of that expedition, I went to Rio
de Janeiro. A letter of introduction to the Viceroy of Brazil,
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which was given me by the Portugueze ambassador at London,
gained me the notice and protection of his brother, the Condé de
Linhares, who had then just arrived with the rest ot the Court, and
who recommended me to the Prince Regent, as a person devoted
to mineralogical pursuits, and desirous of exploring the ample
field for investigation. which his rich and extensive territories pre-
sented. His Royal Highness was graciously pleased to further my
views, not only by granting me letters to the public functionaries
of the various places T wished to visit, but by ordering an escort of
soldiers, and every other necessary provision for performing the

journey. I had the more reason to be grateful for this munificent

patronage, because I knew that a decree existed probibiting all
foreigners from travelling in the interior of Brazil, and that no
other Englishman had ever begun such an undertaking with those
indispensible requisites to its success, the permission and sanction
of the Government.

Observations, made, in the course of these Travels, on the
country and on its inhabitants, conflitute the main part of the
volume now oflered to the public. Whatever be their faults or their
werits, they rclate to a subject at present extremely interesting,
both in a political and a commercial point of view ; they profess
to develope the physical resources of a colony which, through
recent changes, is likely to become an empire; and in part, to
portray the character of a nation which is now the most ancient,
and bas ever been the most faithful, ally of Great Britain.

In the year before-mentioned, pursuant to my design of visiting
the Rio de la Plata, 1 obtained His Majesty’s licence to go thither
mn a vessel (my own property by a bottomry-bond) under Spanish
colours, a precaution rendered necessary by our being at war with
Irance, and by the hourly expectation of a rupture with Spain.
My licence was, strictly speaking, a special one, protecting all T
“ had on board the Spanish vessel, if, in case of a rupture with
** Spain, she should be taken by any of our ships of war, priva-
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« teers,” &c. I sailed on the first of August 1804, and after a fair
voyage arrived at Cadiz. It there became necessary to conform to
the colonial regulations of the government, which require that all
articles of merchandize sent to South America be landed and entered
at the Custom-House, where, on payment of a fee, they receive the
necessary marks to make them pass for produce or manufactures of
the mother-country. Duringny stay in this port occurred that unfor-
tunate capture of the homeward-bound frigates by the British squa-
dron off Cape Finisterre ; which, as may naturally be supposed,
rendered the situation of an Englishman in Cadiz extremely embar-
rassing.  War soon broke out between the two countries, and this
port was rigorously blockaded. In addition to the ills which befel
me in consequence, I was near falling a victim to the plague which
was then raging, and which swept away almost a fourth part of
the inhabitants of Cadiz, of Gibraltar, and of other places in that
region. The effects of this awful scourge were visible in every
social circle ; almost in every family ; and perhaps the despondency
caused by witnessing them, contributed to extend its fatal sway.
I still shudder to remcember, that of a party of strangers, amount-
ing to five (myself included), who took cottee together one Saturday
evening in perfect health, I, on the Monday-week following, was
the sole survivor. The progress of the disorder was so rapid, that
three of them died on the fourth day. It would be tedious to
detail the particulars of my own case; but a short account of it
will not perhaps be without its use to those who may, at any future
time, be exposed to similar danger.

The first symptoms 1 felt were extreme lassitude, heaviness,
and tremor, accompanied with a considerable degrec of fever,
which I first observed while on my way to dine with a friend.
L returned to my lodgings and took a grain of calomel, as had
been my daily custom for some time. 'This precaution had becn
suggested to me by a skilful chemist in London, who furnished me
with'a quantity of ‘that medicine, to be regularly taken whenever
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I was exposed to contagion of any kind. Believing, however, that
my complaint was only a bad cold, I took some tea and retired to
bed, but passed a restless night. In the morning while at break-
fast, among the Spanish family with whom I lodged, my appear-
ance, and aversion to food, excited the apprehensions of the lady
of the house, a humane and (to use an expressive family-phrase)
a motherly woman, who assured me that I had the plague. Un-
willing to believe her, though continually growing worse, I increased
my dose of calomel and took tea very copiously. In the afternoon
of the day following I wrote to the worthy Mr. Duff, the consul-
general, requesting him to send Dr. Fife, an English physician,
who, on visiting me, confirmed what my hostess had said, adding
however that the symptoms were favourable. He prescribed no
medicines, but ordered me to take tamarinds and hot mint tea at
intervals in large quantities. After a third restless night, I found
my pulse was above 130, and the fourth day brought the crisis of
my disorder. At night I was suddenly seized with extreme sick-
ness, which lasted the longer, by reason of the great quantities of
liquid I had taken; a profuse perspiration ensued, and did not
abate until I was reduced from a robust habit of body to a state
of extreme mecagreness and debility. I now rccovered rapidly,
and in six days was enabled to visit my friends. Dr. Fife assured
me that the favourable turn of my illness was owing to the calomel
I had previously taken, and added, that if I had doubled the
dose on the first appearance of the symptomws, there would, pro-
bably, have been no occasion for his attendance.

War being now formally declared, the port of Cadiz was
blockaded with greater rigour than ever, and I had many diffi-
culties to encounter in preparing to continue my voyage. 'The ill
conduct of my captain threw additional obstacles in my way,
and gave me doubts respecting his character and experience, which
in the sequel proved but too well-founded. At length the cargo,
having passed the Custom-House conformably to the understood
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conditions, was safely embarked, and in the latter end of March
1805 we sailed. Our crew consisted wholly of Genoese and Ca-
talans, with the exception of the pilot, a Biscayan, and one good
Portugueze sailor. As might naturally be expected, we were de-
tained by one of the blockading squadron, the Amphion, an officer
belonging to which, accompanied me to the Admiral, Sir John
Orde, who, after examining my papers, treated me with every
civility, and gave me a certificate directing all ships of war, &c.
of his squadron not to molest us, but to render us, if necessary,
all the assistance in their power. This protection was of service
to us some days afterwards, when we were boarded by the Mer-
cury frigate, but, on exhibition of our documents, immediately per-
mitted to proceed. On another occasion, however, it availed us
but little ; we were detained by a cutter privateer from Guernsey,
manned by a set of ruffians, whose captain, after occupying me for
two hours with his insults and menaces, at length suffered me to
pursue my voyage. It is scarcely necessary to advert to another
detention within four lcagues of Santa Cruz in Tencriffe, by the
Tartar lugger, also from Guernsey, unless for the sake of contrast-
ing the handsome treatment I experienced from its commander,
with the brutal conduct of the other Guernsey-man.

We touched at Santa Cruz solely for the purpose of taking in
water, having sailed from Cadiz with a strong Levant or easterly
wind, which, as it was a rare advantage, did not allow us time to
lay in a stock for the voyage. During our short stay here, I was
permitted, after undergoing an examination, to collect some geolo-
gical specimens ; they were all of the volcanic species, intcrmixed
with olivin and augite.

Continuing our course to the southwards, we had for some days
a strong trade wind, but were afterwards exposed to a succession
of those calms which frequently prevail between the 7th and 2d
degrees of latitude north of the line. The tediousness of these
delays was in some degree diverted by immense shoals of bonitos,
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albicores, and flying-fish ; numbers of the latter frequently darted
against our sails and fell on board ; they afforded excellent eating.
The quantity of bonitos we caught filled all our empty barrels, and
as our ballast was salt, we easily preserved them. Their flesh
being coarse and dry, cannot be relished without good sauce, and
for this reason we threw away all except the choice parts.  Our
attention was constantly engaged by the numbers of these lively
fish swimming and darting in all directions, and by the efforts of
the poor defenceless flying-fish to avoid them. ‘'I'he latter, leaping
out of the water for safety, frequently fell into their pursuers’
mouths, which were ever erect and open to receive their prey.
At night the vivid phosphorescent appearance of these countless
shoals, ever in quick motion, bore a near resemblance to that of
a fire-brand whirled violently about. They attended our course for
twelve or fourteen days, and at length forsook us, much to our
regret, as they had so long constituted our sole amusement.

Wearied and exhausted by frequent calms under a vertical sun,
we were at length relieved by a breeze ; and crossing the line at lon-
gitude 23° W. had a favourable passage to the mouth of the great i
river Plata, our entrance into which we were enabled to Judge l
from the muddy colour of the water and from numerous flights of
sca-birds, long before we saw land.

Our passage was impeded by a strong south-west gale, in these
parts called a Pampero, which blew for several days, and obliged us
to lay the vessel to during the whole time; we shipped so much
water that our boats were hourly in danger of being washed away,
and, owing to the stupid carclessness of a Genoese sailor, our cabin
was at one time half-filled. The gale at length ceased ;  a breeze |
sprung up to the eastward, and we made all possible sail : afier run-
ning a south-west course for two days, we found soundings at thirty-
five fathoms water, and on the second day following at noon, saw the
high land of Maldonado at a distance of about nine leagues, and the
Isle of Lobos four or- five leagues ahead. Passing through the chan-
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nel which divides them, we encountered a strong breeze, and' soon
afterwards found ourselves in a very critical situation ; a dark night, a
heavy and increasing gale of wind, the violent uncertain currents
ot the river, the English bank to the south, and the Isle of Flores
to the west-north-west.  The captain knew nothing of the navi-
gation, and I was obliged to command instead of advising. 1
caused the vessel to be laid to, under the smallest and most
manageable sail possible; kept the lead continually going and
wore the vessel every two hours. The night was one of the most
dreadful T ever witnessed ; the’moon was over-cast by heavy black
clouds pouring torrents of rain, accompanied with terrible lightning
and loud thunder; the waves, owing to the shallowness of the
water (seven and eight fathoms), appeared like breakers. At day-
light our prospect was not much bettered ; a dense fog hindered us
from seeing at all- heyond the vessel, and the conflict of the wind
with the current rendered the waves still more boisterous. In the
course of the morning the thunder moderated, but the stormy rain
continved ; no object was distinctly visible; hidden rocks and
sand-banks lay on each side of us; and we were approaching a
channel not a mile wide, rendered more formidable by a strong
and ever-shifting current. In consequence of incessant exertion I
was in a most exhausted state, but the captain and crew were
incapable of affording me a moment’s respite ; danger seemed to
have deprived them of their rcason, and they looked on all that
passed with a fearful and senseless ‘apathy. I had often had occa-
sion to observe the intrepid constancy and activity of British
seamen in similar emergencies, and I could not but be struck with
the contrast.  We shipped several heavy seas which had the
appearance of broken-water, and hence it again became necessary
to keep the lead continually going. At eleven A. M., on finding
that we shoaled our water extremely fast, being already in four
fathom and over very hard ground, I ‘was convinced that we were
at the head of the Tinglish bank, and therefore immediately wore on
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the other tack toward the island of Flores. The fog prevented us
from taking a meridional observation, but at three P. M. it cleared,
and to our great joy we saw Monte Video before us at four leagues
distance. Our seamen now took heart, and began to be more
cxpert; we made all sail, but, the wind gradually declining, and
a strong current setting directly from the harbour, we were obliged
in the evening to let go our anchor about two leagues outside the
port. Night set in, accompanied by heavy gusts of wind, which
required me to be constantly upon deck, as Spanish scamen know
nothing that belongs to an anchor-watch, and heartily grudge the
care and labour that it demands. Hence they did not fail to
bestow ill-natured sneers and gibes on me and my nation for the
trouble I caused them, in calling them up to let go another anchor,
little reflecting that had it not been ready ere they left the deck, we
should in all probability have been wrecked. Another twenty-four
hours of unfavourable weather ensued, and on the day following we
entered the harbour of Monte Vidco.

The hardships I experienced in reaching this ill-fated port, were
a fit prelude to the misfortunes that awaited me there. We were
bound for Buenos Ayres, but my captain, who in London and at
Cadiz had assured me that he had the experience of a pilot in the
Rio de la Plata, proved totally ignorant of its navigation, and
urged this circumstance as his reason for putting into Monte Video.
Happy should I have been, if this had been the only instance ot
his ignorance ; he gave an .ill-judged and blundering report of me
to the governor, and the sailors affirmed that I was an Englishman,
declaring at the same time that we had passed an Lnglish squadron
under Spanish colours. This statement was cnough to whet the
avarice of the governor, who, notwithstanding I had served the
colony, in bringing a cargo which was then much wanted, and
cvery article of which had paid legal duty in Cadiz, ordered me
to be thrown into prison. I was placed in close confinement on
board a wretched sloop of war; and though my health was much
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impaired in consequence of exertion during the voyage, I was
denied every comfort, except such indulgences as the officers, who
lived on shore, could at times clandestinely allow. Unprovided
with letters of recommendation to any person in the town, and
destitute of the means of making myself known, I had the morti-
fication to see the property I had brought with me seized, and my
papers taken away to be searched and examined. I was enjoined to
make declarations, and to give evidence against myself, to men whose
sole wish was to find a pretext for criminating me. After three or
four examinations, it was found that I had sailed from Cadiz with a
cargo of goods, marked, manifested, and duly registered, as Spanish ;
nor could any circumstance be discovered as a ground of accusation
against me, but the strong suspicion that I was an Englishman, and
on that account could not be too harshly treated. I had no lenity to
expect from the governor, nor indeed from any of his advisers, who
were, for the most part, men of the lowest order, refugees from Old Spain
in consequence of criminal prosecutions. The rest of his associates
were the captains and officers of two Spanish privateers, all French-
men, whose natural prejudices, no doubt, contributed to foment his
antipathy against me. My sole reliance was on the consignee of the
cargo, who at length arrived from Buenos Ayres; but instead of
clearing up the affair, he joined my persecutors, knowing that if he
gave security he should have the cargo delivered to him. This
favourable opportunity he failed not to embrace; he sold the pro-
perty, and withheld the procceds under the pretext, that he could not
pay them over to me while I remained a prisoner. This conduct
to one who had depended on him for support, and who relied on his
continually delusive promises of assistance, proves him to be one of
those mean and spiritless beings whose station in socicty is mid-way
between the simpleton and the knave.

My confinement would probably have been long, but for the good
scrvices of a Limenian who attended me during my illness in Cadiz,
and who came over in the vessel with me. He was the only person 1

c
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was permitted to see ; and he interested himself so much in my behalf,
that an old gentlewoman with whom he had formed an acquaintance,
determined, on hearing my story, to procure my liberation, and
never rested until she had procured two bondsmen to answer for my
appearance when called for.

"The treatment 1 experienced, while in prison, is one of the many
instances of oppression which disgraced the administration of the
governor, Pasqual Ruis Huidobro. It is well known that his political
conduct was entirely subservient to the interests of the I'rench, and
that he lost no opportunity of evincing his attachinent to their cause.
As a further proof of this, I may state, that he caused all the cap-
tured English seamen to be confined in the prison, and, although its
spacious court was doubly grated and guarded, he debarred them the
use of it, and ordered them to be shut up night and day in a small
room, the door of which was never opened except when victuals
were given them.

Aware of his severity, and knowing that I was the only prisoner at
large, I was very circumspect, and strove to guard my conduct and
discourse against artful misconstruction ; but I had the misfortune to
incur his displeasure at a moment when I least suspected it, by a very
trivial, and certainly unintentional offence. Some written papers had
been stuck up in various parts of the town, by order of Government, ’
inviting foreign scamen to enter the service. Returning home at ,

|
|
l

midnight from a visit, I observed one of these placards; the rain,
which was pouring very fast, had partly detached it from the wall,
and it was blown to and fro by the wind. Curious to examine the
contents of a paper that had attracted the attention of many per-
sons in the course of the day, I took it down and carried it home
with me; this was observed by an old Spaniard of the name of
Dias, who gloried much in having it in his power to injure me, though
a perfect stranger to him, and unconscious of having done any thing
to excite his malice. At the instance of this man an order was issued
by the governor for my arrest; I was roused from my bed by the
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officers, and again hurried to prison. What charges were brought
against me I could learn only by report ; they were vague and inde-
finite, and no opportunity of answering them was allowed me.  After
a close confinement of six weeks, during which period my case was
laid before the Viceroy of Buenos Ayres, I was again suffered to he
at large on payment of a fee of three hundred dollars. It was to the
humane exertions of my advocate, seconded by those of the Lime-
nian and the lady before-mentioned, that I owed this mitigation of
my captivity, and I gratefully acknowledge that they made every
provision in their power to render my situation comfortable.

During my stay at Monte Video another adventure befel me, which
had well nigh cost me my life ; I am induced to relate it, by reason
of the insight it gives into the character of a certain class of the
people. T had gone on a shooting excursion to the promontory
opposite Monte Video, with my much-valued friend Captain Collet,
owner of two or three large American ships, and M. Godefroy, a
merchant, resident in the town. After some hours sport we met
a party of four Spaniards, among whom were Mr. Ortiga, the
consignee of Captain Collet, and a person called Manuel d’Iago.
Our friend M. Godefroy had some conversation with them at a short
distance from us, and on his return gave us to understand that
Drlago had said it would not cost him above five hundred dollars to
send a pair of bullets through me, and that had I been alone he
would not have scrupled to doit. For this blood-thirsty insinuation
I was at a loss to conjecture any motive, nor knew I the man, ex-
cept by report, which designated him as a captain of mniilitia,
extremely rigorous in his treatment of the unfortunate English, when-
ever his turn to mount guard at the prison subjected them to his
authority.

We pursued our diversion; he and his party meanwhile arrived at
the Signal-house, about three miles above us, where they took re-
freshment.  Some space of time afterward we observed a horse-
soldier ride down towards us, who on approaching eyed us with a

¢ 2
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look of great suspicion. 1 had some little talk with him, having
frequently seen him therc before. e returned directly to the
Guard-house, and an hour afterwards five blandengues, or horse-
soldiers, sallied fromn the place at full speed, and, surrounding us,
demanded our arins at the peril of our lives. Each of us obeyed,
by surrendering his fowling-piece, M. Godefroy at the same time
enquiring the cause of this extraordinary treatment; but they ordered
him to be silent, and to march on along with us, or they would tie him
on horse-back. We were conducted to the Guard-house, and de-
livered (the officer being absent) to the corporal on guard, a fiery
old Spaniard, who ordered us into an inner room and placed two
sentinels at the door. 'The fellow was so stifled by passion, that we
could not get an answer from him ; at every moment he was drawing
a long sabre which hung at his side, and venting his fury in the
most abusive language. After a full half-hour of expostulation on
our part, and menace on his, M. Godefroy obtained a hearing from
bim, and, declaring that he was a merchant, married and actually
settled in Monte Videco, begged to know by what authority and
under what pretext he was imprisoned. The corporal, on learning
this, sent a soldier to the officer on guard, and while waiting his
return, related that 1)’lago had described us as Englishmen be-
longing to a privateer, who had landed with an intention to blow up
the powder-magazines, kill bullocks, and plunder the natives. It
was evident from his manner that he was very willing to believe this
account, and that by treating us with severity he hoped to display
his zeal for the service, and obtain promotion. M. Godefroy’s tes-
timony being at length attended to, another soldier was dispatched
to D’lago’s party, who were not yet embarked, with notice that one
of us affirmed himself to be a resident in Monte Video. 'This they
did not contradict, but persisted in their accusations of the rest of
our party; Mr. Ortiga denied any knowledge of Captain Collet,
probably imagining that, in case of our conviction, he should benefit
by the cargoes which the latter had consigned to him; and for
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me, whom they denounced as a spy, no punishment in their opinion
could be too ignominious. On the return of the soldier, the corporal
thought proper to release M. Godefroy, who took our boat to cross
the port to Monte Video with the intention of procuring an order
for our liberation; but they had scarcely sailed when a gust of wind
arose, and as he and the two boys he had with him could not
manage the sails, they were nearly overset, and after considerable
danger were picked up by a ship in the road. Meanwhile Captain
Collet and I remained in strict custody, and at every syllable of
complaint we uttered, the corporal brandished his sabre over our
heads, roared out for the guard, and vociterated the most oppro-
brious language against the English. Thus threatened at every mo-
ment with assassination, we withdrew into a corner of the room, and
quietly waited until the officer on guard arrived, when we were con-
ducted in great form, between two men with drawn swords, into the
room where he sat to receive us. Nothing could exceed my joyful
surprise at recognizing in the officer an excellent and worthy friend,
whom I had often visited at his chacara or farm, and who had
given me repeated proofs of his liberal disposition and intelligent
mind. His surprize exceeded mine; for instead of plunderers or
spies, such as report had described us, he found an American mer-
chant and a prisoner at large under bail. He was deeply grieved
and ashamed at the treatment we had met with, liberated us im-
mediately, mounted us on his own horses, and appointed a trusty
person to attend us to Monte Video, where we arrived at eight in
the evening. 'The disappointment of the corporal appeared as deep
as his rage had bcen violent; and the recollection of his conduct
operated on us as a warning against persons of his class, who rarely
see an opportunity of doing mischief to a stranger without a strong
inclination to avail themselves of it.

During the time I was at large, I had leisure to acquire some
knowledge of Monte Video. It is a tolerably well-built town,
standing on a gentle clevation at the extremity of a small peninsula,
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andiswalled entirely round. Itspopulation amounts to between15,000
and 20,000 souls. The harbour, although shoal, and quite open to
the pamperos, is the best in the Rio de la Plata: it has a very soft
bottom of deep mud. When the wind continues for some time at
north-east, ships drawing twelve feet water are frequently a-ground
for several days, so that the harbour cannot be called a good one
for vessels above three hundred or four hundred tons.

There are but few capital buildings ; the town in general consists
of houses of one story, paved with brick, and provided with very
poor conveniences. In the square is a cathedral, very handsome,
but awkwardly situated ; opposite to it, is an edifice divided into a
town-house or cabildo, and a prison. The strects, having no pave-
ment, are always either clouded with dust or loaded with mud,
as the weather happens to be dry or wet. In seasons of drought the
want of conduits for water is a serious inconvenience, the well, which
principally supplies the town, being two miles distant.

Provisions here are cheap and in great abundance. Beef in par-
ticular is very plentiful, and, though rarely fat or fine, makes ex-
cellent soup. The bhest parts of the meat may, indeed, be called tole-
rable, but they are by no means tender. The pork is not eatable.
Such is the profusion of flesh-meat, that the vicinity for two miles l
round, and even the putlicus of the town itself, present filthy
spectacles of bones and raw flesh at every step, which feed immense
flocks of sea-gulls, and in summer breed myriads of flies, to the
great annoyance of the inhabitants, who are obliged at table to have
a servant or two continually employed in fanning the dishes with
feathers, to drive away those troublesome intruders.

Of the character of the inhabitants of Monte Video, I am perhaps
not qualified to speak impartially, having been treated with un-
merited harshness, deprived of my property, and repeatedly per-
secuted on the most groundless suspicion. 'Thesc abuses, however,
are solely chargeable on the governor and on the persons imme-
diately under his influence; and I am bound in fairness to avow that
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1 did not perceive any disposition in the generality of the people to
injure or oppress me.; Irom individuals in the town I received all
the assistance which disinterested benevolence could afford to a per-
son in my critical situation; and were I, from the impulse of grati-
tude, to judge of the whole by a part, I should say, that the inha-
bitants of Monte Video, particularly the Creolians, are humane and
well disposed, when not actuated by political or religious prejudices.
Their habits of life are much the same with those of their brethren-
in Old Spain, and seem to proceed from the same remarkable union
of two opposite but not incompatible qualities, indolence and tem-
perance. = 'The ladies are generally affable and polite, extremely
fond of dress, and very neat and cleanly in their persons. They
adopt the English costume at home, but go abroad usually in black,
and always covered with a large veil or mantle. At mass they in-
variably appear in black silk, bordered with deep fringes. They
delight in conversation, for which their vivacity eminently qualifies
them, and they are very courteous to strangers.

The chief trade of Monte Video consists in hides, tallow, and
dried beef’; the two former of these articles are exported to Europe,
and the latter is sent to the West Indies, especially to the Havannah.
Coarse copper from Chili in square cakes is sometimes shipped here,
as well as a herb called Matté from Paraguay, the infusion of which
Is as common a heverage in these parts as tea is in England.

The inhabitants were by no means opulent before the English
took the garrison, but through the misfortunes of the latter at
Buenos Ayres, and the losses of our commercial adventurers by
ill-judged and imprudent speculations, they were considerably
enriched.  The great prospects indulged in England, before the
expedition to the Plata, of immense profits by trade to that river,
have generally ended in rnin; very few, indeed, of the speculators
have escaped without considerable loss.  Property, once litigated,
might be considered in a fair way for confiscation; and in case of
its having been deposited until certain questions: were decided,
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restitution was generally obtained at the loss of one half, It fre-
quently happened that goods detained in the Custom-houses or
lodged in private stores in the river were opened, and large quanti-
ties stolen. The party on whom suspicion seemed most reasonably
to fall was the consignee, who, even with a few cargoes, was
generally observed to get rich very rapidly. Not contented with
the profits accruing from his commission, he seldom scrupled to take
“every advantage which possession of the property afforded him, of
furthering his own interests at the expence of his correspondent.
The dread of a legal process could be but a slight check upon him,
for in the Spanish courts of justice, as well as in others, a native and
a stranger are seldom upon equal terms. Other circumstances have
concurred to enrich the inhabitants of Monte Video. It is a fact which
I afterwards ascertained, that the English exported thither, goods to
the amount of a million and a half sterling, a small portion of which,
on the restoration of the place to the Spaniards, was re-shipped for
the Cape of Good Hope and the West Indies; the remainder was
for the most part sacrificed at whatever price the Spaniards chose to
give. As their own produce advanced in proportion as ours lowered
in price, those among them who speculated gained considerably. The
holders of English goods sold their stock at upwards of fifty per cent.
profit immediately after the evacuation of the place.

The climate of Monte Video is humid. ‘T'he wecather, in the
winter months (June, July, and August), is at times boisterous, and
the air in that season is generally keen and piercing. In summer
the serenity of the atmosphere is frequently iuterrupted by tre-
mendous thunder-storms, preceded by drcadful lightning, which
frequently damages the shipping, and followed by heavy rain which
sometimes destroys the harvest. 'The heat is troublesome, and is
rendered more so to strangers by the swarms of mosquitoes, which
it engenders in such numbers that they infest every apartinent.

'The town stands on a basis of granite, the feldspar of which is
for the most part of an opaque milk-white colour, in a decom-
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posing state; in some places it is found of a flesh-red colour and
crystallized. The mica is generally large and foliated, in many
places imperfectly crystallized. It is obvious that the excessive
quantity of mud in the harbour and throughout the banks of the
river cannot have been formed from this stratum. The high mount
on the opposite side of the bay, which is crowned with a Light-
house, and gives name to the town, is principally composed of clay-
slate in laminz perpendicular to the horizon. This substance ap-
pears much like basalt in texture, but its fracture is less conchoidal ; it
decomposes into an imperfect species of wakké, and ultimately into
terruginous argil. Beds of clay, from which flows much water, are
observable in various parts of the mountain.

The vicinity of Monte Video is agreeably diversificd with low
gently-sloping hills, and long valleys watered by beautiful rivulets ;
but the prospects they afford are rarely enlivened by traces of cul-
tivation ; few enclosures are seen except the gardens of the principal
merchants, The same defect appears in a north-east direction from
the town, where similar varieties of hill, valley, and water prevail,
and seem to want only the embellishment of sylvan scenery to com-
plete the landscape. Some wood, indeed, grows on the margin of
the Riachuelo, which is used for the building of hovels and for fuel.
There is a pleasant stream about ten leagues from Monte Video
called the Louza, the banks of which seem to invite the labour of
the planter, and would certainly produce abundance of timber*. It
is to be remarked that the almost entire want of this article here,
occasions great inconvenience and expence: wood for mechanical
purposes is extremely scarce, and planks are so dear that hardly
one house with a boarded floor is to be found.

* Here I found mint, caraway, and many other aromatic herbs, growing wild in the
preatest luxuriance. The ftratum of vegetable earth was at least two yards thick.
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CHAP. I1.

Journey to Barriga Negra.—Geology of the Country.— Limestone, and
Mode of burning it.—Horned Cattle.—Pcons — Horses.— Defective
State of Agriculture.— Manners of the Inhabitants.— Dress.—Wild
Animals.— Monte Video taken by the British.—My Return thither.

I)N the arrival of General Beresford’s expedition in the river, I
was again ordered into close confinement, but my advocate
obtained permission for me to be sent into the interior, under a stipu-
lation not to approach within forty leagues of Monte Video. This
removal seemed for the moment to shut out all hope of obtaining
my liberty, and at the same time threatened to expose me to fresh
dangers, but I derived some consolation from the generous offers of
shelter and protection made to me by a worthy Spaniard named Don
Juan Martinez, whose establishment, not more than fifty leagues
from the lake of Meni, was situated at the full distance prescribed in
the orders respecting me. A retreat so remote and unfrequented
offered few amuscments to relieve the tediousness of banishment, but
it at least afforded the prospect of a wider range for mineralogical ob-
servation, and of ampler leisure to attend to this my favourite pursuit.
In the course of the journey thither, my attention was principally
engaged by the wild and solitary aspect of the country. About
twenty-five leagues north-cast from Monte Video, I observed an
irregular ridge of granite mountains in a direction nearly north and
south, and the country from this distance gradually assumes a
rugged appearance. Mica is very common upon the road, and in
some places quartz; on one hill I gathered several detached crystals
of the latter substance. The ravines of these stony wilds and the
wooded margins of the rivers afford shelter to many ferocious animals,
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such as jaguars, here called tygers, lions, and ounces. Here are also
great numbers of wild dogs which breed in the rocks, and at times
make great havoc among the young cattle. The farms in this
district, for the most part, include tracts of land from twenty to
thirty miles in length by half that extent in breadth, watered by
pleasing streams. Vast herds of cattle are bred upon them ; it is
calculated that each square league sustains 1500 or 2000 head.

At the distance of about forty leagues from Monte Video, in the
direction above mentioned, the range of hills gradually lessens and
disappears ; the country opens finely on the left, and is intersected
by numerous rivulets.  After crossing several of these we arrived at
the head of a little brook called Polancos, which a few miles below,
assumes the name of Barriga Negra. It there receives several small
streams, and in the course of ten leagues is augmented by the con-
fluence of some others; becoming thus a considerable river, about
as large as the Trent at Gainsborough, it is denominated Godoy,
but on passing into the Portugueze territories it changes its name to
that of Zebolyati and flows into the Lagun Meni. Near the junction
of two rivulets, that form the Barriga Negra, stands the great lime-
kiln of my friend, in whose house 1 took up my residence, and was
received with that kindness and sincere hospitality which in an in-
stant dispelled every doubt from my mind, and excited in me sen-
timents of gratitude that were every day more deeply impressed in
my heart.

Having become thoroughly domesticated in my new abode, I began
to take excursions into the surrounding district and the parts beyond
it. The country in general may be termed stony and mountainous,
though its inequalities do not exceed those of Derbyshire. No
traces of either volcanic or alluvial matter are to be found ; the solid
rock frequently appears on the surface, and in many places projects
in masses of various sizes. The mountains and rocks are of granite ;
no veins of metallic substance have hitherto been discovered, but
fine red and yellow Jasper, chalcedony, and quartz, are not unfre-
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quently found loose on the surface. Some fossils of the asbestos
kind and some very poor oxides of iron are likewise to be met with
occasionally., The bases of many of the conical granite mountains
are overlaid with (apparently) primitive lime-stone of an obscure blue
colour, in laminz ; I found in this substance many capillary veins of
calx-spar, and sometimes crystals of pyrites. In one part of the
vicinity there is a plain about half a milc square, on the surface of
which are found large quantities of white lime-stonc in nodules ; it
is of a very closc texture, but being considered inferior in quality to
the other species it is never converted into lime. The summits of
these mountains are no where calcareous, excepting those of one
ridge, the singular appearance of which induced me to trace it as
far as was practicable. The lime-stone on these summits is of a
close compact kind, united to transparent quartz in a tabular form,
standing, as it were, in lamina perpendicular to the horizon, and
thus presenting to the view a number of upright slabs somewhat
similar to the grave-stones in a country church-yard. This singular
ridge apparently commences at a mountain of very unusual form,
and, extending about two miles, in which it crosscs two or three
valleys, terminates in a ravine of considerable depth. No vestige
of calcarcous crystallization appeared in this lime-stone*. 1t is
singular to remark, that the cavities formed by the laminz afford
refuge for reptiles, particularly rattle-snakes; the person employed
by Mr. Martinez in getting the stone destroyed upwards of twenty-
seven serpents of that species in the course of a few weeks.

The lime-stone is loosened by the wedge and lever, and brought
away in large slabs to the kilns, where it is broken into fragments of
a convenient size, and burnt with wood. The kilns are capacious,
but so badly constructed that the process of calcination is very

* At a small town called Minas, ten leagues from Maldonado, I was informed that there
was a lead mine in lime-stone. A piece of that substance was sent to me ; it was flesh-
coloured, granular, and close in texture.

T o G O o IR R g YR W o (LR e b et R NSO MR SR e




(421 ¢

slow and tedious. The lime, when slaked, is measured, put into
sacks made of green hides, and sent in large carts, drawn by oxen,
principally to Colonia, Monte Video, and Buenos Ayres.

Barriga Negra is distant about 160 miles north-east from Monte
Video, about 120 from Maldonado, and 90 from the town of Minas.
The country around it is mountainous, well watered, and not des-
titude of wood. 'The banks of the streams are thickly covered with
trees, rarely, however, of large size, for the creeping plants, inter-
weaving with the shoots, check their growth and form an impe-
netrable thicket. Here are numbers of great breeding estates,
many of which are stocked with from 60,000 to 200,000 head of
cattle. 'These are guarded principally by men from Paraguay called
Peons, who live in hovels built for the purpose at convenient dis-
tances. Ten thousand head are allotted to four or five Peons, whose
business it is to collect them every morning and evening, and once
or twice a month to drive them into pens where they are kept for a
night. The cattle by this mode of management are soon tamed ; a
ferocious or vicious beast I never saw among them. Breeding is alone
attended to; neither butter nor cheese is made, and milk is scarcely
known as an article of food. The constant diet of the people,
morning, noon, and night, is beef, eaten almost always without
bread, and frequently without salt. This habitual subsistence on
strong food would probably engender diseases, were it not corrected
by copious draughts of an infusion of their favourite herb Matté,
which are frequently taken.

The dwellings of the Peons are in general very wretched, the walls
being formed by a few upright posts interwoven with small branches
of trecs, plastered with mud inside and out, and the roof thatched
with long grass and rushes. The door is also of wicker-work,
or, in its stead, a green hide stretched on sticks and removeable
at pleasure, The furniture of these poor hovels consists of a few
scalps of horscs, which are made to serve for seats; and of a
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stretched hide to lie upon. The principal if not the sole cooking
utensil is a rod or spit of iron stuck in the ground in an ob-
lique position, so as to incline over the fire. The beef when
spitted on this instrument is left to roast until the part next the fire
is supposed to be done enough, then a twist is given to the rod,
which is occasionally repeated, until the whole is cooked. The
Juices of the meat, by this mode of roasting, help to mend the fire,
and indeed the pcople seem to think that they are fit for nothing
else. The meat, which is naturally poor and coarse, being thus
dried to a cake, bears little affinity to the boasted roast beef of
England. Fuel, in some parts, is so extremely scarce that the fol-
lowing strange expedient is resorted to for a supply. As the mares
in this country are kept solely for breeding, and are never trained to
labour, they generally exceed the due proportion ; a flock of them
1s frequently killed, and their carcases, with the exccption of the
hides and tails, are used as firing.

The Peons are chiefly emigrants from Paraguay, and it is a sin-
gular fact that, among the numbers that are here settled, very few
women are to be found. A person may travel in these parts for
days together without seeing or hearing of a single female in the
course of his journey. To this circumstance may be attributed the
total absence of domestic comfort in the dwellings of these wretched
men, and the gloomy apathy observable in their dispositions and
habits. It is true that the mistress of an estate may occasionally
visit it for a few months, but she is obliged during her stay to live
in great seclusion, on account of the dreadful consequences to be
apprehended from being so exposed.

The dexterous mode in which the Peons catch their cattle, by
throwing a noose over them has been frequently detailed, but cer-
tainly no description can do full justice to their agility. They throw
with equal precision and effect, whether at full gallop er at rest.
Their method of catching horses by means of balls attached to
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leather thongs, is similar to the former but more unerring; scarcely
an instance has been known of its failure, exeept in those frequent
trials which are requisite to acquire perfect skill in the practice.

They have a very singular and simple way of training mules
and horses to draw light carts, coaches, &c. No harness is
made use of; a saddle or pad is girted on, and a leather thong is
fastened to the girth on one side, so that the animal moving for-
ward, with his body in a rather oblique direction, keeps his legs
clear of the apparatus which is attached to him, and draws with a
freedom and an agility that in a stranger excite great surprise. A
similar contrivance is used in the catching of cattle. The Peon
fastens one end of his lazo (or noosed thong) to the girth of his
horse, who soon learns to place himself in such an attitude as to
draw the ox which his rider has caught, and even should the latter
dismount, he keeps the thong on the stretch.

The horses in this country are very spirited, and perform almost
incredible labour. They seldom work longer than a week at a time,
being then turned out to pasture for months together. Their sole
food is grass, and the trcatment they meet with from their masters is
most harsh and unfeeling. They are frequently galloped until their
generous fire is spent, and they drop through exhaustion and fa-
tigue. The make of the bridle is alone sufficient to torture the
animal, being of the heavy Spanish fashion. They are never shod.
The girths of the saddles are of a curious construction ; they are
generally formed of shreds of green hide, or of the sinew of the
neck ; the middle part is twenty inches broad, terminated at each
end by an iron ring. One of these ends is made fast to the saddle
by its ring ; to the other side of the saddle is attached a third ring
and a pliable strap, which, being passed through it and the girth-
ring three or four times, affords the rider great purchase, and enables
him to gird the saddle very tight, which is thus kept so firm in its
place that a crupper is unnecessary, and indeed is never used.
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Trained horses are here from five to seven dollars each; horned
cattle, in good condition, by the herd of a thousand at two dollars
a head; mares at three rials (1s. 6d. sterling) each. Sheep are very
scarce and never eaten ; they are kept by some families merely for
the sake of their wool, which is made into flocks for bedding. It is
worthy of remark that in the remote parts of the interior, where no
settlements have been made, the cattle are found of a dark dirty
brown colour, except on a small part of the belly, which is white,
but when they become domesticated they produce breeds of a
lighter colour, with hides beautifully spotted and variegated. The
fine herds bred in many parts of this district have often tempted the
Portugueze to make predatory incursions, and the country being
accessible by fine open passes to the frontier, as well as to the north
side of the Plata, these violations of territory have been carried on
to a very serious extent. So frequent were they at one period that
it became necessary to appoint a military force to parade the boun-
daries and to defend the Spanish settlements against these inroads.

In taking a general view of the country, a stranger cannot but
observe, with regret, that while nature has been profuse in her
blessings, the inhabitants have been neglectful in the improvement
of them. Here is, for instance, abundance of excellent clay and
plenty of wood on the margin of the rivers, yet it is rare to meet
with an inclosure, even for a kitchen garden, much more so for a
corn-field. They generally choose their grounds for tillage by the
bank of a rivulet, so as to have one side or sometimes two sides
bounded by it; the remainder is fenced in the most clumsy and
bungling manner imaginable. Ploughing is performed by the help
of two oxen yoked to a crooked piece of wood, about four inches in
diameter, and pointed at the end. After the ground has been
rooted up, the wheat is sown, without any previous attempt to clear
it from noxious seeds. While it grows up, it is never weeded ; so
that wild oats, poppies, and other pernicious herbs, thriving among
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it in thick luxuriance, obhstruct the sun’s rays and hinder it from
ripening kindly. Indian corn, beans, melons, &c. are all treated
in a similar way. The wheat, when ripe, is cut down with sickles
and gathered into heads or sheaves. A circular pen of from 40 to
60 yards in diameter is then formed with rails and hides; in the
centre of this enclosure is placed a quantity of about 100 or 200
quarters of wheat in the straw. The pileis so formed as to have the
ears on the outside as much as possible. A small quantity is pulled
down towards the circumference of the circle, and a herd of about
twenty mares are driven in, which, being untamed, are easily
frightened and made to gallop round. At this pace they are kept
by means of whips for four or five hours, until the corn is trod out
of the ears, and the straw is completely reduced. Another parcel of
the sheaves is then pulled down, and a fresh herd of mares is let in,
and this operation is repeated until the whole heap is reduced, and
the straw is broken as small as chaff. In this state it is left until a
brisk wind happens to rise; and then the winnowing is perforined by
emptying baskets of the mixed grain and chaff at an clevation of
eight feet from the ground. While the chaft is borne away by the
current of air, the grain falls, and at the close of the operation, is
sewed up in green hides. In this state it is sent to the sea-ports,
where a considerable quantity of biscuit is prepared for shipping.
It is obvious, that by the above mode of separating the grain, a con-
siderable quantity must be lost by abrasion, and by mixture with a
large portion of earth which cannot be blown away by the wind.
The climate and soil are equally favourable for the growth of
arapes, apples, peaches, and in short every species of fruit belonging
to the temperate zone, but these arc known here only as rarities.
‘I'hat inestimable root, the potatoe, would thrive abundantly, if once
introduced ; but, though much has been said in recommendation of
it, the people remain totally averse to this or any other proposal
for improving their means of subsistence, and seem to wish for
nothing beyond the bare necessaries of life. Indeed the state of
E
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society among them weakens those ties which naturally attach men
to the soil on which they are accustomed to subsist. The Peons,
brought from Paraguay in their infancy, grow up to the age of man-
hood in a state of servitude, uncheered by domestic comfort ; at
that period they generally wander in scarch of employment toward
the coast, where money is in greater plenty. 'They are for the most
part an honest and harmless race, though equally as liable, from the
circumstances of their condition, to acquire habits of gambling and
ntoxication *, as the higher classes of the people, numbers of whom
fall victims to those seductive vices. 'The various evils hence result-
ing are multiplied by the lax administration of the laws ; even in case
of murder the criminal has little to fear if he can escape to a distance
of twenty or thirty leagues; he there lives in obscurity, probably for

* Such is their excessive propensity to gambling, that they frequently carry cards in their
pocket, and, when an opportunity occurs, form parties, and rctire to a convenient place,
where one of them sprcads his pancho or mantle on the ground, in lieu of a table. When
the loser has parted with his money, he will stake his clothes, so that the game generally
continues until one of them goes away almost naked. This bad practice often leads to
serious consequences. I once observed a party playing in the neighbourhood of a chapel
after mass had been said, when the clergyman came and kicked away the cards in order to
put an end to the game.  On this onc of the Peons rose up, and retiring a few paces, thus
accosted the intruder: ¢ Father, I will obey you as a priest; but” (drawing his knife)
« you must beware how you molest our diversion.” The clergyman knew thc desperate
character of these men too well to remonstrate, and retired very hastily not a little
chagrined.

On another occasion a party of Pcons were gambling with a Spanish corporal in the
prison-yard, when a dispute arising, the latter drew his sword on his unarmed antagonist,
and wounded him so severcly in the arm, that he was obliged to undergo amputation the
day following.

It is usual for a Peon who has been fortunate at play, to go to Monte Video and clothe
himself anew in the shop of a slop-seller. While the man is looking out the articles he
calls for, he deliberately places his dollars on the counter, in separate piles, assigning each
to its destined purpose. He then retires to a corner, and attires himsclf ; an unfortunate
comrade invariably attends him, who examines his cast clothes, and, if bettcr than his own,
puts them on.  After passing a few days in idleness, he sets out on his return home, where
he appears in his new dress.
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the remainder of his life, without ever being brought to justice. I
know not whether this want of vigilance in the magistracy be not a
temptation for the numerous refugees who seek shelter here, such as
European Spaniards, who have deserted from the service or have
been banished for their crimes. These wretches, loaded with guilt,
flee into the interior, where they seldom fail to find some one or other
of their countrymen who is willing to give them employment,
though frequently at the peril of his life. DBy the corrupt example
of these refugees, the innocent Creolian is soon initiated in vice, and
becomes a prey to all those violent passions which are engendered
and fostered by habitual intoxieation.

The common dress of the people is such as might be expected
from their indolence and poverty. They generally go without shoes
and stockings ; indeed as they rarely go on foot, they have seldom
occasion for shoes. Some of them, particularly the Peons, make a
kind of boots from the raw skins of young horses, which they fre-
quently kill for this sole purpose. When the animal is dead, they
cut the skin round the thigh, about eighteen inches above the gam-
brel ; having stripped it, they stretch and dress it until it loses the
hair and becomes quite white. The lower part, which covered the
joint, forms the heel, and the extrcmity is tied up in a bunch to
cover the toes. 'These boots, when newly finished, are of a delicate
colour, and very generally admived. The rest of their apparel con-
sists of a jacket, which is universally worn by all ranks, and a shirt
and drawers made of a coarse cotton cloth brought from the Brazils.
Children run about with no dress but their shirts until their fifth or
sixth year. Their education is very little attended to, and is con-
fined to mere rudiments; a man who is able to recad and write, is
considered to have all the learning he can desire.

Among the many natural advantages which this district possesses,
arc the frequent falls in the rivulets and larger strcams, which might
be converted to various mechanical purposes, it the population were
more numerous and better instructed. Some of these streams, as
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was before stated, join the various branches of the Godoy, and flow
into the lake Meni; those on the other side the mountains in a
northerly direction empty themselves principally through the Ria-
chuelo and the St. Lucia, into the Plata.

The want of cultivation in this vast territory may be inferred from
the numbers and varieties of wild animals which breed upon it.
Tigers, ounces, and lions are common. The former are heavy
sluggish animals ; their chief prey is the young cattle, which they
find in such abundance that they rarely attack a man. Hence
little danger is to be apprchended from them by any person
travelling on horseback ®, unless when inadvertently approaching
the haunt of a female with young. The ounce bas the same cha-
racter, and the lion is considered less vicious than either. There
1s an animal of the pig kind, called the pig of the woods, which has
an aperture on its back, whence it emits a most intolerable stench

* Among the many daring and active feats performed by the Peons, one of the most
extraordinary of late years, was the capture of a tiger by a female of that tribe. She was a
mulatto-woman, brought up in the vicinity of Barriga Negra. She was accustomed at an
early age to ride horses, and prided herself in doing offices which belonged to the stronger
sex, such as catching cattle with the noose, killing them, &c. Her form was masculine,
and she became so inured to men’s work, that she was hired as a Pcon, and fulfilled that
office much to the satisfaction of her employers. Shc was noted for selccting spiritcd
horses, and for riding them at full speed. One day on her rcturn from labour, as she was
passing a rivulet, she obscrved a large tyger at no great distance. Surprized that the
animal did not stcal away, as is gencrally the case when he sees a person mounted, she
drew nearer, still keeping her horse’s head from him, so as to be rcady to gallop off if
he should make a spring. He was still inattentive and motionless; the woman ob-
serving this, and thinking hc ailed something, after some minutes’ pause backed her horse
until she came within twenty yards of him, looscning at the same time her noose from the
saddle, which she threw most dexterously over his neck, and immediately galloped away
with him to a considerable distance. Whether ill or not before, she knew he must now be
dead; she therefore alighted, flayed him, and carried home the skin as a trophy. ‘The
animal was above the ordinary size, and not smaller than a calf of six weeks old. This
exploit was long the talk of the neighbourhood, and I have heard the woman herself re-
late it.
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when closely pursued. If on killing the animal, the part be instan-
taneously cut out, the flesh affords good eating, but should that
operation be neglected, even for a short period, the taint con-
taminates the whole carcase. The domestic pigs are by no means
good ; they feed so much upon beef that their flesh is very hard and
coarse. T'here is an animal of the opossum kind, about the size of
a rabbit, called a zurilla, the skin of which is streaked black and
white, and is considered of some value. When attacked, it ejects a
fetid liquor, which is of so pungent a nature, that if it falls on any
part of the dress of its pursuers, there is no possibility of getting rid
of the stench but by continual exposure to the weather for some
months. The zurilla is very fond of eggs and poultry, and some-
times enters a hiouse in quest of its prey; the inhabitants imme-
diately hasten out and leave their unwelcome visitant in quiet pos-
session as long as she chooses to stay ; well aware that the slightest
attempt to drive her out, would expose them to an ejectment from
the premises for ever. Eagles both of the grey and blue species, as
well as other birds of prey, are found here in great numbers.  Iere
arc also parroquets in immense tlocks, pigeons, great red-legged
partridges, small partridges, wild ducks, and wild turkies. ~ Ostriches
ol a large species are very numerous ; they are so fleet and active that
even when well mounted I could never get near them but by sur-
prisc ; the stroke of their wing is said to be inconceivably strong.

Here arc considerable herds of small deer, which in this fine country
would aflord the sportsman excellent diversion, but unfortunately
the dogs are good for nothing, as there is no attention paid to
the preservation of the breed. 'I'he rivers produce tortoises and
other amphibious animals, but they are chiefly noted for a varicty of
singularly ugly fish, which afford tolerable but by no means good
eating,

During a residence of six months in this remote district, as a
prisoner at large, or in fact as a welcome guest at the house of a
most hospitable man, my life passed away in an equable tenour, un-
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interrupted by those vicissitudes that elsewhere befel me, and there-
fore a narrative of it is little calculated to interest the Reader. Rather
than occupy his attention by relating my various hopes and disap-
pointmnents as the prospect of liberation became more or less favour-
able, I have chosen to present him with the result of some general
observations on the country, made during the daily excursions which
I enjoyed through the liberality of my friend. The longer I resided
in his house, the greater was his kindness to me in allowing me
those indulgences, and the more did he and his family strive to
render my exile agreeable. An event at length occurred which at
once delighted and distressed me, because while it afforded me hopes
of immediate deliverance, it destroyed for a time the harmony which
so long subsisted between me and my protector. I allude to the
taking of Monte Video by the British troops under Sir Samuel
Auchmuty.

On hearing of the surrender of the place, I solicited Mr. Martinez
to liberate me, as 1 thought myself no longer a prisoner. He
scemed much astonished at this, and gave me to understand that I con-
tinued a prisoner, because, not being actually at Monte Video, I
was still in the power and under the jurisdiction of the Viceroy of
Buenos Ayres. This worthy man’s mind was so distracted by the
fall of the town, and by the disgrace of the Spanish arms, that he
secluded himself from society, and avoided all communication with
me. Under these circumstances I was advised to attempt my es-
cape, but I felt great repugnance at the idea of thus wounding
the feelings of a man who had humanely released me from confine-
ment, and had ever treated me as a brother. Averse to such an act
of ingratitude, I intreated his amiable wife to intercede for me, and to
suggest that, on returning to Monte Video, it might be in my power
to be of service to him. But he rejected the proposal in the most
vehement manner, and forbade any one to talk to him on the sub-
Ject. I now thought that my liberty was unreasonably denied me,
and as I saw no probability of obtaining it but through my own
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excrtions, 1 determined at all events to make the attempt. After
deliberating for some days, and consulting with two men who had
frequently mentioned the subject to me, I decided on my plan of
escape, and gave them six ounces of gold to provide horses and
every thing necessary. On the appointed night, all was in readi-
ness, the horses were saddled, and the men waiting to escort me.
T'his moment was one of the most melancholy in my life ; I reflected
with compunction that, while striving to regain my frcedom, I was
apparently abusing the confidence of a man of honour who had
done all in his power to merit my friendship. Agitated by these
emotions, and oppressed by a sadness which the thick gloom of
the night rendered more heavy, I was walking to and fro in the
neighbourhood, on the spot appointed for my guides to meet me,
when a voice, to which I was familiar, accosted me. The person
was very ncar me, but owing to the extreme darkness I could not
see him. He asked me what I was doing there. 1 replied, “ only
walking about.” ¢ Don Juan,” said he, ¢ you are going to escape
to night.” I answered, * indeed I am not.” He replied, ¢ you are;
and the men whom you have chosen for your guides are to murder
you, to seize your money, and to bury you in a ravine about a
league distant. The man in whom you have most confided has a
knife concealed in his saddle, with which he is to give you the fatal
blow.” This so staggered me that I was unable, at the moment, to
make any answer. 1 felt confident that no one knew of my intended
departure, except the two men and myself. On asking, “ how do
you know this ?” he replied, ¢ I overheard them talking of it.” He
added, “ you know they are both gamblers, and one of them killed
two men last year.” Ere I had recovered my surprise, so as to
speak again, the man went away. While meditating on the choice
of evils, namely, whether to run the risk of being murdered and
thrown into a ravine, or to abandon my design and remain a pri-
soner, one of my hired Peons came to inform e that the horses
were waiting. I told him I had a violent pressure at my stomach
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and could not ride. He treated this very lightly, and urged me with
great earnestness to mount at all events. Considering at this
moment that money was of little value in comparison with my life
and liberty, I offered to give him two ounces of gold if he would
perform a piece of service for me, which I would explain to him
through my room window at midnight. He still used every argu-
ment to persuade me immediately to set out, but finding that I per-
sisted in alledging my indisposition as an excuse, he at length
acceded to my proposal. Having reached my chamber, 1 wrote to
a magistrate in Monte Video, who, I knew, would, if he had sur-
vived the assault of the town, send an order for my liberation.
Having finished writing, the man appeared at the window according
to agreement; I gave him the letter, charged him to convey it
to Monte Video, and presenting him with two ounces of gold, pro-
mised him another ounce if he should bring me an answer, He
departed unknown to any of our good family, and on the fifth day
following, in the forenoon, returned, to my inexpressible joy, with
a paper signed by Sr. Francisco Juanico, the magistrate to whom 1
had written, stating that I was free, and ought immediately to pro-
ceed thither.  On receiving this welcome intelligence I hastened to
Mr. Martinez, and joyfully embracing him, gave him the paper to
read ; after examining its contents, he observed, that it was nothing
official, but would avail me as a reasonable pretext for going away,
to which he cordially acquiesced. He nnmediately ordered three
Peons and a trusty old Creolian to accompany me, with twenty-
five horses, that we might perform the Journey with greater expe-
dition. 'The best dinner was provided which the time would allow,
and while partaking of it T received the sincerest congratulations
on my liberation from my worthy host and his amiable lady. 1
then took an affectionate leave of every branch of this good family,
expressing my warmn acknowledgments of the many obligations they
had conferred on me. Having joined my guides, we each mounted
a horse, and, at three in the afternoon, set off at full speed, driving
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the rest of the cattle before us. My first horse bore me forty miles,
and I changed him at ten o’clock. The night was fine, and after
a rapid but pleasant journey, we forded the river St. Lucia and
halted at two in the morning, half way on the route to Monte
Video. At the house, into the corral of which our horses were driven
for the purpose of changing them, I procured a slight repast of dried
figs, after which we again mounted and travelled tolerably fresh
until six in the morning, when we were again obliged to change,
having proceeded about one hundred English miles. Our horses
now began to lose their generous spirit, and were very much dis-
tressed. As our progress became slower and our changes more fre-
quent, my anxiety increased, because I was aware there were
Spanish parties scouring the country about Monte Video, and
stopping the passage of all provisions from the interior. To avoid
suspicion I rode in the dress of a Pcon, with the lazo coiled up and
hung at my saddle. At eleven o'clock the heat of the day became
oppressive, and our horses flagged exceedingly. To add to my dis-
tress I had a violent heemorrhage from the nose, and could obtajn
no water to drink or wash with, so that, through thirst and the
coagulation of blood, T was nearly suffocated. On arriving within
twelve miles of Monte Video our horses were nearly worn out; but
no rest could be allowed for either them or the men. At noon we
reached an English picquet-guard on the outposts ; after the usual
questions I was conducted by a soldier to the officer, to whom
having explained some particulars, I rode to General Lumley’s tent,
and afterwards into the town.

No language can describe my emotions on beholding an English
flag on that tower in which I had been so often confined, and on
seeing English soldiers in possession of a place where I had ex-
perienced so much injustice and oppression. The joy I felt made
me forget my fatigue and the dangers 1 had passed through. I rode
up tomy friend’s house ; all was harricadoed, and I feared the worst
might have happened ; but on advancing to the window I observed
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one of the ladies, who instantly recognized me. All the family
welcomed me most cordially, and invited me to dinner, after which
I went, in my Peon’s disguise, to visit some of iy friends. On taking
possession of Mr. Martinez’s house, I found iy chests, &c. undis-

turbed, and in the same condition as when 1 left them on going
into the country.
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CHAP. III.

Expedition against Buenos Ayres.— Causes of its Failure.— Account

of the Population of the Country, and of the various Classes which
compose it.

HEN the expedition against Bucnos Ayres was ready to sail,

I obtained General Whitelocke’s permission to go with the
army under the hope of recovering the property I had in that city,
and offered my service to the commissary-general, whom I accom-
panied. On our arrival at the place of disembarkation I was sur-
prized to learn that the army was totally destitute of guides, and
almost equally so of Peons, whose assistance was highly desirable
in catching and driving cattle for the subsistence of the troops. The
commander in chief, whom I met with on the beach, expressed great
chagrin at the false information he had received on this and other
particulars.  He had been led to expect a landing-place where the
men would not wet their shoes; — here they were up to the breasts in
water: he had been told that guides would offer themselves in whole
troops on this side the river;— not one was to be seen. Early on
the morning after we had landed, 1 was requested by an officer to
assist in obtaining guides, and the difficulty we had in the search
fully exposed the oversight which had been committed in neglecting
to secure a number at Monte Video. Some uscful persons there
had offered themselves, and only required to be ostensibly pressed
into the service in order to avoid the ignominy which might have
awaited them had they openly volunteered. After much trouble an
aged negro was found, who was compelled to guide the army on
its way to Buenos Ayres. The difficulties that occurred on the
march in passing swamps, fording rivers, &c. have becn already
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laid before the public, in the report of General Whitelocke’s trial,
and 1 believe the evidence recorded in that statement will bear me
out in saying, that these difficulties were in great part attributable to
the glaring omission above-stated. Previous to our advance to Quil-
mes, a place four lcagues distant from Buenos Agyres, the com-
missary-general requested me to undertake the management of the
few Peons we had, in order to procure provisions for the troops. In
this service I found myself of some use, though no exertion could
repair the neglect which was observable in a department so essential
to the army. 'Fhe enemy drove the cattle away wherever they
could, and our Peons found the duty extremely harrassing and pe-
rilous, for they were frequently chased by the Spaniards and driven
within our marching columns. A small detachment of riflemen was
sent out to cover their excursions, and the service was afterwards
more eftectually performed. On our arrival at Quilmes, after many
disagreeable encounters, the soldiers were excessively fatigued ; up-
wards of two hundred of them could march no farther. The centre
division, commanded by General Whitelocke, quitted this place
without any person conversant with the country to act as guide,
and on halting, after a march of four or five hours, they found that,
instead of having followed the route of the advanced division, under
Gencral Crawfurd, they had taken a circuit to the left, and were
almost as far from Buenos Ayres as when they set out. I ac-
cidentally met the General while I was riding about giving directions
to the Peons ; and on speaking with him he expressed great irrita-
tion and disappointment at the situation in which he found himself.
The next morning the division advanced, and crossing the Ria-
chuelo, joined that of General Crawfurd, about four in the after-
noon, when we were informed of the skirmish that had taken place,
and of the cannon that had fallen into our hands.

It is by no means improbable that the fatc of the expedition
was decided by the delay which took place in the junction of the
centre with the advanced division; for, had they joined the day
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hefore, they would most probably have cntered the town imme-
diately, while part of the enemy’s forces were out of it, and unpre-
pared. This delay, though short, gave the latter time to cntrench and
fortify their streets, and to post themselves in the most advantageous
stations.

During the few days we were in possession of the suburbs
I was requested to take charge of the Pulperias (houses where liquor
is sold), in order to prevent the soldiers from getting intoxicated.
I had a serjeant and a small party of soldiers under my directions,
and placed sentinels where I thought proper. While engaged in
this service I had it in my power to render assistance to many
families who had fled hither from the town for refuge. Many of the
houses I found filled with females, almost frightened to death; to
these I gave such protection as my influence over the soldiery enabled
e to offer, and supplied them with provisions by means of the Peons.

It was afterwards determined to enter the town ; the misfortunes
attending that rash attempt are too notorious to need repetition here.
A capitulation was signed by our chiefs, and an armistice took
place during the fulfilment of the terms. In fact the situation of
our army was so critical, that they were obliged to accede to the con-
ditions dictated by the cnemy, or perhaps eventually to become priso-
ners at discretion. ‘I'he restoration of Monte Video was the stipu-
lation most to be regretted, for every principle of good policy
required us to keep that town to the last extremity, nay some of the
best-informed among the Spaniards were of opinion, that our army
should have been contented with the possession of the north side of
the Plata, without venturing any farther, because we should thus
have commanded the trade of the interior, and Buenos Ayres would
in the end have found it necessary to come to terms of accommoda-
tion highly to our advantage *.

* Itis with great regret that I mention the ill-requital which the Peons met with from
our army. They had been promised great rewards for their activity in driving cattle and
securing provisions during the march, and for their great services as messengers,  After the
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After the army had reimbarked for Monte Video, I remained a
few days to forward some business for the commissary, and to attend
to my own. It was gratifying to me to find that the services I had
an opportunity of rendering to those families that had taken refuge
in the suburbs during the siege were not forgotten ; they all strove
which should be foremost in testifying their acknowledgments by
cvery polite attention which it was in their power to shew me.

My short stay at Buenos Ayres did not afford me time to make
dny geological researches ; indeed the country behind it, being a vast
plain, without any traces of rock, did not offer mnuch scope for such
an undertaking. With the exception of a part of the bank near the
mole, which is of granite, I scarcely found an indurated substance
during the whole route. Judging from the shells and other marine
productions which are occasionally found in the Pampas, 1 should
conclude that those extensive level districts have formed, at some
period, the bottom of the river, and that they have been left dry
by the progressive precipitation of matter and the deepening of the
Rio de la Plata in its present channel through a long course of ages.
A circumstance which seems to support this conjecture is, that the
land continually gains upon the river, and that at those times, when
the wind blows from the Pampas, a considerable extent of the bank
on the side of Buenos Ayres is left dry.

capitulation was signed, as they were accompanying a waggon full of our wounded from the
corrals of Miserere to the Retiro, a place assigned for our re-embarkation, they were
met and recognized, in their disguise, by a party of Spaniards, who, suffering the waggon
to pass, carried these unfortunate men to prison. Hearing of this I made repeated applica-
tions to the Commissary-general to induce him to procure their liberation 3 he assured me that
he had represented the matter to the Commander-in-chief, who had promised to attend
to it. The men, however, never were liberated ; some were executed, and others con-
demned to hard labour. Thus not only were they disappointed of their reward, but
abandoned in their hour of need by the men on whose good faith they had relied, and
whose cause they had zcalously served. The Commander-in-chief might have obtained their
discharge by making a spirited remonstrance, but he omitted to do so, and was very gc-
nerally accused for this unfeeling neglect; the Spaniards themselves spokc with indignation
of our inhumanity in leaving these poor men to be punished as traitors.
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The population of Buenos Ayres and its immediate suburbs, ex-
clusive of the country in its vicinity, has been ascertained to
amount to upwards of sixty thousand souls. The proportion of
females to males is said to be as four to one, butif we take into con-
sideration that many men are almost daily arriving from Europe, as
well as from the South American provinces, and that under the old
government neither the militia nor the marine was recruited from the
mass of the population, we shall find reason to conclude that the
proportion of the sexes is not so unequal. In the interior the ex-
cess of males is very great, for as the lands are granted in large
tracts only, and but poorly cultivated, there is no encouragement for
the labouring classes to marry and settle upon them. The poor are
compelled to remain single from the very bare resources on which
they depend for subsistence, and are accustomed to consider the
married state as fraught with heavy burthens and inevitable misfor-
tunes. It is not uncommon to find estates larger than an English
county with hardly more than a hundred labourers upon them, who
subsist upon the sale of a little corn, which each is permitted to
grow for himself, but only to such an extent as a single man can
plough.

The various races which compose the population are as follow :

1. Legitimate Spaniards or Europeans. In Buenos Ayres there
are about three thousand ; in the interior the number is very trifling,
except in Potosi, which, beinga mining country, contains many.

2. Creoles ; legitimate descendants from Spaniards or Europeans.

3. Mestizos, the oftspring of European and Indian parents.

4. Indians, almost all of whom have some mixture of Spanish
blood.

5. Brown mixtures of Africans and Europeans.

6. Mulattos of various degrees.

All these races intermix without restraint, so that it is difficult to
define the minor gradations or to assign limits to the ever-multiplying
varieties. Few families are entirely exempt from characteristics of
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Indian origin, physical as well as moral. It is well known that in
the Spanish colonies little regard is now paid to purity of blood ;
the various regulations for preserving the races distinct have gradu-
ally become obsolete. 'This may be regarded as a momentary evil ;
but may it not be conducive in the long-run to the good of society,
by concentrating the interests of the various classes, which in re-
inaining separate might one day endanger the stability of the govern-
ment, as has been the case in the French colony of St. Domingo ?

In describing the orders of society in Buenos Ayres, it is neces-
sary to premise that I inean to class them, not by degrees of birth,
rank, or profession, but by the relative estimation in which they
stand in point of property or public usefulness.

According to this scale, the first which comes under considera-
tion is the commercial class.  Every person belonging to it, from
the huckster at the corner of the street, to the opulent trader in his
warehouse, is dignified by the appellation of merchant, yet few indivi-
duals among them can lay just claiim to that title, as they are wanting
in that practical knowledge so essential in comnercial dealings. They
are averse to all speculation and enterprise ; the common routine of
their business is to send orders to Spain for the articles they need, and
to scll by retail at an exorbitant profit; beyond this they have
hardly a single idea, and it has been said that their great reason for
opposing a free trade with foreign nations is a consciousness of their
own mercantile inexperience. The more considerable houses are
almost all branches of some Luropean establishmeut; few of the
Creoles have any regular trade. Those among them however who
engage in it are much more liberal in their transactions than the old
Spaniards, and are observed to make less rapid fortuncs, for their
manly and independent character mnakes them spurn a miserable
cconomy, and disdain to assume that church-going hypocrisy which
must be practised twice or thrice a-day by those who would enrich
themselves through the patronage of the opulent families. Among the
inferior tradesmen, those who gain most are the pulperos, the ware-
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housemen, and the shop-keepers.  The pulperos retail wine,
brandy, candles, sausages, salt, bread, spices, wood, grease, brim-
stone, &c. Their shops are generally lounging-places for the idle and
dissipated of the community. In Buenos Ayres therc are about
seven hundred of them, each more or less in the interest of some
richer individual. The warehousemen sell earthen and glass ware,
drugs, various articles of consumption, and some goods of home-
manufacture, wholesale and retail. The shop-keepers amount to
nearly six hundred in number ; they sell woollen cloths, silks, cotton
goods of all sorts, hats, and various other articles of wearing ap-
parel.  Many of them make considerable fortunes, thosc especially
who trade to Lima, Peru, Chili, or Paraguay, by means of young
men whom they send as agents or factors. There is another descrip-
tion of merchants, if such they may be called, who keep in the
back-ground and enrich themselves by monopolizing victuals, and
by forestalling the grain brought to market from the interior, much
to the injury of the agricultural interest.

The sccond class of inhabitants consists of the proprietors of
estates and houses. They are in general Creoles, for few Europeans
employ their funds in building, or in the purchase of land, until
they have realised a fortune to live upon, which commonly takes
place when they are far advanced in life, so that their establish-
ments pass immediately into the hands of their successors. The
simple landholders derive so little revenue from their possessions,
that they are generally in debt to their tradesmen ; their gains are
but too commonly engrossed by the monopolists, and having no
magistrate to represent them, they find themselves destitute of ef-
fectual resources against wrong and extortion. So defective and ill-
regulated are the concerns of agriculture in this country, that the
proprietor of an estate really worth 20,000 dollars can scarcely
subsist upon it.

Under the class of landed proprietors 1 may reckon the cultiva-
tors, here called quinteros or chacareros, who grow wheat, maize.
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and other grain. These men are so depressed and impoverished
that, notwithstanding the importance of their calling, and the pub-
lic usefulness of their labours, they are ranked among the people of
least consequence in society.

The third class is composed of handicraftsmen, such as masons,
carpenters, tailors, and shoe-makers, who, although they work
hard and receive great wages, seldom rcalise property. The
journeymen are usually people of colour; the masters for the
most part Genoese, and universally foreigners, for the Spaniards
despise these trades, and cannot stoop to work along with negroes
or mulattos. Many of the lower orders derive subsistence from
these and other employments of a similar nature; here are lime-
burners, wood-cutters, tanners, curriers, &c. The free porters
constitute a numerous body of men; they ply about the streets
to load and unload carts, and carry burdens, but they are so
idle and dissolute, that no man can depend on their services for
a week together; when they have a little money, they drink and
gamble, and when pennyless, they sometimes betake themselves
to pilfering. These habits have long rendered them a public
nuisance, but no corrective measures have hitherto been taken,
nor does there appear, on the part of the higher orders, any dispo-
sition to reform them.

Persons employed in public offices may be comprehended un-
der the fourth class. The best situations under Government are
held by native Spaniards; those of less emolument by Creoles;
the former are regarded as mere sinecures, and the persons en-
joyving them are considered as in no way serviceable to the commu-
nity except by spending their large salaries within it.

The fifth class is the militia or soldiery. Previous to the
invasion of the English, the oflicers were not much noted for
military scicnce, or for that ardour which leads to the acqui-
sition of it ; their chief ambition was to obtain commands in towns
and villages, especially those on the Portuguese frontier, where they
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might enrich themselves by smuggling. The privates were ill-dis-
ciplined, badly dressed, and badly paid. 'The effective force which
the crown of Spain maintained in these possessions was one
regiment of the line, which was to consist of 1200 men, but was
reduced to less than half; one regiment of dragoons amounting to
600, two of cavalry called blandengues, 600 each, and one or two
companies of artillery. With the exception of the blandengues, all
the troops were originally sent from the Peninsula, but not having
for the last twenty years been recruited from thence, their ranks
were gradually filled by natives. By eminence they were called
veterans, but they have been of late disbanded, and their officers
have passed to the command of the new corps which were formed
on the English invasion. The force of these corps may be estimated
at nine thousand men.

The sixth class is the clergy, in number about a thousand. 'The
seculars are distinguished by their learning, honour, and probity from
the friars, who are in general so grossly ignorant and superstitious,
that they render no real service to the public in any way, but
rather tend to disturb the minds of the honest and well-dis-
posed.

Every observation I was able to make gave me a favourable
idea of the general character of the people: they are tractable,
prudent, and generous; and doubtless, had they been under a
milder and more beneficent government than that of the Spaniards,
they might have become a model to other colonies; but it is la-
mentable to add, that in points of morality they cannot be consi-
dered as much superior to the other inhabitants of America. This
is attributable to the want of a proper system of education for
youth, to the pernicious example afforded by the vices of the
Europeans, and, in a word, to the prevalence of an intolerant system,
which, by aiming to make men what they cannot be, cause them to
become what they ought not to be. The excessive rigour exer-
cised by the ministers of worship as well as by the government, for
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the suppression of immorality, defeatsits own end; itis like the
unskilful practice of a physician, which, directed solely against the
external symptoms, aggravates instead of removing the diseasc.
'Thus, while open profligacy is discountenanced in Buenos Ayres,
libertinism of a more dangerous kind is connived at, if not tole-
rated ; the peace of the most respectable private families is hable
to be destroyed by votaries of seduction, who respect neither the
purity of female virtue, nor the sacred rights of matrimony. This
evil pervades all classes of society, and is the source of domestic
disputes, which often lead to serious consequences.

In thus attempting to describe the state of Buenos Ayres as 1
found it in the year 1807, I have purposely avoided all discussions
of a political nature, and have declined entering into a detail of
the events which led to the present struggles of the people for
independence. Circumstanced as I then was, I had no means of
procuring correct and impartial information on the subject, but
since my return I have been favoured with a communication, con-
taining a bref history of the Revolution, by a gentleman whose
official situation at Buenos Ayres afforded him the amplest oppor-
tunities of observing its rise and progress. This communication in-
terested me so much that 1 solicited and obtained permission to
annex it to this work In a detached form, and I submit it to the
public under the impression that its authentic character, and the
spirit of moderation which 1t breathes, will ensure to it a candid
and favourable reception *.

* See Appendix A.




(45 )

CHAP. 1V.

Voyage to St.Catherine’s. — Description of that Island, and of the
Coast in its Vicinity. — Arrival at Santos, and Journey thence
to St. Paul’s.

N my return to Monte Video, I lost no time in putting in exe-

cution my purposed voyage to Rio de Janeiro; and as advices
had arrived, stating that considerable difficulty might attend the
entrance of an English ship into that port, I bottomried a Por-
tugueze vesscl, called the Vencedor, and was Joined by a party of
gentlemen whose business required them to visit the capital of
Brauzil.

In the beginning of September 1807, we had just embarked our
stock for this voyage, when an order for the immediate evacuation
of Monte Vidco by our troops was unexpectedly issued. As it had
been generally believed that a prolongation of the time for giving
up the place had been agreed on, the greatest hurry and confusion
prevailed in embarking the troops and stores, as well as the baggage
of individuals. About mid-day the whole was on board ; a signal-
gun was then fired for the Spanish troops to enter, and about three
in the afternoon we had the mortification to behold their flag
hoisted on the ramparts of this important military post and commer-
cial depot, which the British forces had, a short period before, so
bravely and so dearly won.

Having still some purchases to make, I returned on shore, with
two of my friends, about four o’clock, but we had soon reason to
repent of our temerity, for on passing the mole we were noticed as
encmies and threatened severely, so that we found it necessary to
pass into the more private streets in order to avoid the malignant
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and hostile taunts of those very men who had of late expressed
themselves our friends and well-wishers. Desirous of expediting
our several affairs as much as possible, we separated, and I was not
able to rejoin my companions until eight in the evening. I found
them in great anxiety for my safety ; the Spaniards had fired a feu-
de-joie from the citadel and fort St. Joseph, and were now preparing
for bonfires ¥ and illuminations, and my friends, though they did
their utmost to avoid the riotous crowds that paraded the town, had
several narrow escapes from being plundered and stripped by the
soldiery. We all got safely on board by ten o’clock, congratulating
each other on having happily avoided the dangers to which our rash
confidence in the amicable disposition of the inhabitants had ex-
posed us.

On the 11th of September we sailed from the Rio de la Plata ; the
vessels bound for the Cape of Good Hope were then nearly out of
sight, and as we beheld them we felt a melancholy but proud de-
light in reflecting that, after such grievous and unexpected reverses,
our brave countrymen were once more within their wide undisputed
empire, the ocean. After a voyage, in which nothing worth relation
occurred, we made the island of St. Catherine’s on the 29th, at sun-
rise, and were delighted with a grand and picturcque view of its
conical rocks rising abruptly from the sea, embellished with the
lofty mountains of Drazil, covered with wood in the back-ground.
This sublime scenery interested us the more from the contrast it
formed with the extensive and woodless plains of Buenos Ayres.
This island is situated in 27 and 29© south latitude, and is separated
from the continert by a strait, in some places not half a league wide.

* One mode which they adopted for displaying their triumph over their late conquerors
was singular enough ; they collected all the sign boards belonging to the English warehouses
and shops, and made a bonfire of them. A great quantity of these boards were from the
pulperias, the masters of which had bcen obliged to have on them the following inscription,
painted in large characters, ¢ Licensed to sell liquor.”

)




( 41 )

Entering the port of St.Catherine’s by the north, we passed
several islands, on one of which, westward of the entrance, stood
the respectable fort of Santa Cruz. After running a few miles in
shoal water, we sailed into a narrow passage guarded by two forts,
which forms the harbour. TIrom the anchorage, and more particu-
larly from the landing-place, which is at the bottom of a verdant slope
of about five hundred yards, the town has a most beautiful appear-
ance, and the perspective is nobly crowned by its fine cathedral.
The green is interspersed with orange-trees, and forms an agreeable
parade. Immediately on entering the town, we discerned in its
general appearance, and in the manners of its inhabitants, a striking
superiority over those which we had of late visited. "T'hese houses
are well built, have two or three stories, with boarded floors, and
are provided with neat gardens, well stocked with excellent vege-
tables and flowers. The town consists of several streets, and may
contain from five thousand to six thousand inhabitants. Tt is a free
port. The produce of the island consists in rice, maize, mandioca,
coffee of excellent quality, oranges, perhaps the finest in the world,
and a variety of other fruits. Sugar and indigo arc likewise pro-
duced, but in small quantities. A profusion of the finest flowers
indicates the genial nature of its climate ; the rose and the jessamin
are in bloom all the year round.

The surface of the island is varied with mountains, plains, and in
some places swamps ; here is found a stratum of excellent red clay,
which is manufactured into jars, culinary vessels, large water-pots,
&c. which are exported in considerable quantitics to the Plata and
to Rio de Janeiro. The lands capable of cultivation are under con-
siderable improvement ; a great extent of them was formerly covered
with large trees, but as great quantities have of late ycars been cut
down and used for ship-building, good timber may now be con-
sidered scarce. They grow flax here of a very fair quality, of which
the fishermen make their lines, nets, and cordage. 'T'he sea here-
abouts produces an abundant variety of excellent fish, and some
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fine prawns; so large is the supply to the market, that a quantity
of fish, sufficient to dine a dozen persons, may be had for a shilling.
Meat is much the same in quality as at Monte Video, being rather
hard and lean ; its general price is about three halfpence per pound.
Pigs, turkies, ducks, poultry, and eggs, as well as fine vegetables
and excellent potatoes, are plentiful and cheap.

The trade of this place is inconsiderable, as the produce does not
much exceed the consumption of the inhabitants, who are in ge-
neral far from rich. It affords an agreeable retirement to merchants
who have discontinued business, masters of ships who have left off
going to sea, and other persons, who, having secured an inde-
pendence, seek only leisure to enjoy it. Few places are better
calculated for such a purpose than this; it is enlivened by the nu-
merous coasting-vessels from Bahia, Pernambuco, and other ports,
bound for the Plata, which frequently touch here; and it is amply
provided with artisans of all descriptions, such as tailors, shoe-
makers, tin-workers, joiners, and smiths. 'T'he inhabitants in general
are very civil and courteous to strangers; the ladies are handsome
and very lively, their chief employment is making of lace, in which
they display great ingenuity and taste.

The mountains of the interior, and the rocks on the coast, are of
primitive granitc. Close to the fort, on the left hand of the entrance
to the harbour, is a vein of griinstein in various states of decompo-
sition, which ultimately migrates into clay of a superior quality to
that generally found in the valleys. The soil in the interior, being ra-
ther humid, is surprisingly fertile. It consists principally of a rich
vegetable decomposition, on which shrubs and plants grow in great
luxuriance. Myrtles appear in all parts, and a most beautiful va-
ricty of the passion-flower is found in equal abundance. Ilere is
also a profusion of roses, pinks, rosemary, &c.

The animals are chiefly opossums, monkeys, and armadillas ;
there are various serpents, among which is the beautiful corral snake.
Of birds, there are crancs, hawks, parrots, of various species,
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humming birds and toucans, the latter of every variety in great
numbers.

The climate is serene and wholesome, its solstitial heats being
moderated constantly by fine breezes from the south-west and north-
east, which are the winds that generally blow here ; the latter prevails
from September to March, and the former from April to August, so
that a voyage to the north, during one half of the year is slow and
tedious.

The island is divided into four parishes: 1st, Nossa Senhora de
Dereito; 2d, St. Antonio; 3d, Laguno; and 4th, Riberon. 'The
divisions of the oppositc part of the continent are likewise under the
jurisdiction of the governor of St. Catherine’s, who is subject, in cer-
tain cases, to the captaincy of St.Paul’s, and in others to the Go-
vernment of Rio de Janeiro. These divisions, are 1st, St.José;
2d, St. Miguel ; and 3d, Nossa Senhora de Rosario; the entire po-
pulation of the island and its dependencies amounts to about
30,000 souls.

Of the fortresses which defend this island the most considerable
is Santa Cruz before-mentioned ; there are four others, Porto Groed,
Ratones, Estreito, and Concepgio. Oft the former there is safe
anchorage for a fleet of men of war, and the harbour which it pro-
tects may be entered by ships of 300 tons, if not of a heavy draught
of water. Ships passing the channel are required to send a boat on
shore at Santa Cruz before they proceed.

To the west of the island, on the opposite coast, is an almost in-
accessible barrier of lofty mountains, thickly covered with trees and
underwood. At a small port in the vicinity, called Piripi, which
has a very pretty river, an immense quantity of fish is caught, dried,
and exported. 'T'hey are extremely fat, and very soon become rancid.

On the continent, opposite the town of St. Catherine’s, stands the
pleasant village of St. José¢, the inhabitants of which are principally
occupied in sawing timber into planks, making bricks, and growing
yice. The net gains of a poor family here are incredibly small, but
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the necessaries of life are cheap, and they have few incentives to
curtail their present cnjoyments for the sake of improving their fu-
ture fortunes. Near this village is a lovely vale called Picada,
thickly studded with white cottages, embosomed in orange-groves
and plantations of coffce. The gently-sloping hills which enclose
this spot, give a picturesque effect to the bold rugged scenery be-
yond them. This valley, and others contiguous to it, form the ex-
tremities of the territory habitable by the Portugueze, for on the
land to the westward, though at considerable distance, dwell the
Anthropophagi, here called Boogres. These savages live entirely
in the woods, in wretched sheds made of palm-branches, inter-
woven with bananas. Their occupation is chiefly hunting with
bows and arrows, but they frequently employ these weapons in hos-
tilities against their neighbours. A party of them will sometimes
way-lay a Portugueze, whose residence is solitary; they have
even been known to attack and destroy whole families. No regard
to humanity scems indecd to be paid by either party in their en-
counters ; they are mutually bent on a war of extermination.

'There is much low swampy land in the island, over which cause-
ways, supported by piles, are made to a considerable extent. These
lands, on account of their humidity, are very favourable to the growth
of rice. The palin-trees, seen at intervals in every direction, have a
very pleasing effect.

Our stay at St.Catherine’s was prolonged by some unforeseen
circumstances, and we had time to take various excursions into the
interior of the island and to the adjacent continent. On one of
these occasions I happened to be absent, but the adventures which
attended it being rather amusing, 1 am tempted to relate them jn
the words of one of my friends who formed the party. ‘ Having
hired horses and negroes we set out early in the morning for the
river Tavarinha.  The road for three leagues lay through thick woods,
along which we passed without any material accident, and arrived
at the end of our journey about two in the afternoon. We dined
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with Captain Leones, who entertained us very hospitably, and would
have persuaded us to prolong our visit, but we determined to return
that evening over the mountains. We travelled for a league through
a level well-cultivated country, clothed with orange-groves and coffee-
plantations, and tolerably populous. At sunset we arrived at the
foot of the mountains, and began to ascend a steep and dangerous
road, in the intricacies of which we were soon bewildered, and had
great difficulty to regain the most beaten path, which led home-
wards, Night suddenly overtook us, and we had still three hours
Journey over the mountains, without guide or attendant, along a
perfectly alpine road, winding on the edge of horrible precipices.
In this part of the journey two of us, having advanced a little, the
rest of the party were suddenly alarmed by a dreadful shriek which
excited great apprehension lest some one should have been precipi-
tated down the gulph, but we were agreeably undeceived soon after
by the whole of the party joining us. We now heard a noise like
hammers, which proceeded from persons beating cotton, and in a
little time arrived at a house where, on ecnquiry, we were informed
that the town was ten miles distant. We were proceeding, when a
voice cried out in English, ¢ but will not you stop and have some
grog?” It may easily be imagined that to be thus suddenly hailed
with one of the most familiar phrases of our native English, while
benighted in a strange land, operated like an electric shock upon us ;
we immediately alighted at the house whence the voice seemed to
proceed, and found a Mr. Nunney, the English interpreter, who fur-
nished us with a guide ; we now continued our way with greater con-
fidence, and reached the town about midnight. 'This Mr. Nunney,
as we afterwards learnt, receives a dollar per diem during the stay
of every English or American ship that touches at this port, whether
his services are wanted or not, and by these means, with the profits
of the sales of provisions which he wnakes to such ships, he has ac-
quired a little fortune and a pretty estate. IHis profits, indeed, are
H 2
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exorbitant, for he charges the articles 100 per cent. higher than' they
can be procured at from any other dealer in the place.”

While at the town of St. Catherine’s, we visited some of the gar-
dens with which its vicinity is embellished. 'They are laid out with
great taste, particularly one belonging to the vicar, another in the
estate of the late cxcellent and able General Soares de Coimbra,
and a third the property of Colonel Gama. At Barragros, near the
village of St. Jos¢, we visited a gentleman of the name of Caldwin,
who collects and preserves insects. He showed us his grounds,
which occupy a space of eighty-five fathoms along the beach, and
extend a mile inland, containing orangeries, coffee, rice, and man-
dioca, in a fine state of culture. These well-watered plantations,
together with a neat house and garden, he offered to sell for a thou-
sand crusados (about 1251, sterling).

This was not the only instance we remarked of the low value of
landed property here. About two miles from the town of St. Ca-
therine’s, a necat house, a small orangery and ground clear of brush
wood, capable of forming a pretty plantation, was offered at 100
dollars. An excellent house, in one of the best situations in the envi-
rons of the town, with a garden of about two acres well and tastefully
planted, was offered to be sold for 400l. sterling. The building of
the house must alone have cost 5001. and it was in perfect condition.
In short, money appeared so valuable, that a large landed estate
might be purchased for a mere trifle.

Our excursions to the main land were not confined to the districts
immediately within the jurisdiction of St. Catherine’s.  Proceeding
northward from St.José we entered some fine bays, the shores of
which were studded with houses pleasantly situated amid bananerias,
orangeries, and plantations of rice, coffee, and mandioca. After
having passed several well-peopled parishes, we arrived at Armasio,
a village at the extremity of a bay about nine leagues distant from
St. José¢, and four leagues north of Santa Cruz. This village is a
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fishing station for whales, which were formerly very numerous on
this coast, and in the bays that indent it. ~ The fishery is farmed by
government to a company under the superintendance of a Captain
Mor # and a number of inferior officers. About 150 negroes are
employed on this station, but the number of whales now caught is
not so great as formerly, when the average was three or four hundred
in a season.  Their conveniences for flinching or cutting up the fish
are cxtensive and well-contrived. Several fine piers project from
the shore into eighteen to twenty feet depth of water, on which are
erected capstans, cranes, aud other requisite machinery. Hither
all the fish caught on the coast are brought. . The boiling-house,
tanks, &c. are far superior to any thing of the kind at Greenland
dock, and indeed to all similar establishments in Furope.  To give
an idea of their magnitude, it is sufficient to say, that in one rangc
there are twenty-seven very large boilers, and places for three more.
Their tanks arc vast vaults, on some of which a boat might be
rowed with ease.  We obtained a view of these great works through
the civility of the commander of the place, Captain Iacinth
St. George, who lives here in a princely style, and possesses a very
considerable property, which he diffuses with great public spirit and
liberality. All who have visited Armasio can bear witness to his
affability and urbanity to strangers.

We crossed this peninsula by a mountainous road of four leagues
to the Bay of Dos Ganchos, commonly known by the name of
Tejucos. Here land is of little or no value ; any one may take as
much as he pleases of what is unappropriated, provided he make
a proper application for it to the government. We passed two sugar
plantations with conveniencies for making rum ; and observed nume-
rous huts interspersed in the vicinity. 'I'he contrary side of this penin-
sula forms the bay before named. 'T'he poor cottages of the people
Lere present a curious picture of rural irregularity ; some are built on

* Captain Major.
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the summit of conical mounsains, the passage to which is frequently
obstructed by clouds ; others stand on the sides of gentle acclivities ;
but the greater number of themn is situated almost in contact with
the ocean, which often flows to their very doors. The bay is from
two to three lcagues across, and extends about the same distance
inland ; itis well-sheltered, and affords good anchorage, and fine situ-
ations for loading timber, with which the mountainous country
around is thickly clothed, and large quantities of which are felled
and embarked for Rio de Janeiro and the Plata. Canoes are
made here, at a cheaper rate and in greater numbers than in any
other part of Brazil. The inhabitants grow rice in considerable
quantities, as well as some coffee and sugar, but such is their indo-
lence and poverty that they use only hand-mills, consisting of two
horizontal rollers, in manufacturing the latter article.

Into this bay fall several streams formed by the mountain tor-
rents and springs, and two tolerable rivers, the less called Infer-
ninho, and the larger Tigreno. They both flow through low swampy
land, subject to inundation, and overgrown with mangroves and an
immense variety of trees. The insalubrity of this tract might be cor-
rected by clearing away the underwood and draining the soil, but
the arduousness of such an undertaking might deter a more active
and skilful people than this. In the rainy season it is inundated to
a grcat extent, and in summer it is infested with terrible swarms
of mosquitos and burachala tlies, which render it alinost uninha-
bitable.

Along the beach of this bay I found the shell of the murex
genus, which produces that heautiful crimson dye, so valued by the
ancients. It is here called purpura, and to my great surprise, its
use is in some degree known to the natives, one of whom shewed
me some cotton fringe, dyed with an extract of it, though ill-pre-
pared. The shell is about the size of the commnon whelk, and con-
tains a fish, on whose body appears a vesicle full of a pale yellow,
viscid, purulent substance, which constitutes the dye. The inode of
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extracting it, is to break the shell carefully with a hammer, so as
not to crush the fish, and then let out the liquor in the vesicle witl
a lancet or other sharp instrument. I for greater convenience used
a pen, and Immediately wrote my initials, &c. on a handkerchief ;
the marks in half an hour after were of a dirty green colour, and
on being exposed to the air a few hours longer, changed to a most
rich crimson.  The quantity produced by each animal is very small,
but quite sufficient for such an experiment. The best time for
making it, is when the animal is in an incipient state of putrescency.
I have not a doubt that if a sufficient quantity of them were taken,
and the dyeing matter, when extracted, were liquified in a small de-
gree with gum-water, a valuable article of commerce might be pro-
duced. At least the trial is worth making. 'The liquid is a perfect
substantive dye, and of course resists the action of alkalies.

On the rocks, and in greater abundance on the trunks of old trees,
I observed a variety of lichens, some of which produced tints of
several shades of colours. The continual decomposition of vege-
tables here adds greatly to the richness of the soil ; it is not uncom-
mon to find trees lying on the ground with their interior substance
entirely decomposed, and a great diversity of plants growing on
them in high luxuriance. Among the numerous tribes of birds that
frequent this region, the aquatic aflord good eating, as do also the
smaller parrots. ‘T'he woods are filled with monkeys ; and on the
banks of the rivers are found capivaras in considerable numbers.

In coasting along this shore it is customary for strangers to visit
the chief person in command at every station, whatever may be his
degree or rank; he, on being requested, will furnish guides, and
afford every assistance in his power. I always experienced the
greatest attention and civility from these gentlemen, and have reason
to believe that they uniformly pay the same regard to all who visit
them for permission to see the country.

Ten leagues north of this place is the finc and capacious har-
bour of Groupus, with its handsome town; the anchorage is
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equally good as in that of Dos Ganchos. The inhabitants here
pursue the same mode of living as their neighbours in Tejucos.
They have a finc climate, and a soil which yields a hundred-fold
for whatever is sown or planted in it, and is noted for its delicious
fruits. 'The cotton of which their common clothes are made is
grown, spun, and woven among them; they build their own houses,
and form their own canoes, which they are dexterous in managing,
and prefer to boats. It may indeed be said that every man is more
or less an artizan, but I am sorry to observe that they prefer case
to care and industry, and are by no means so good husbandmen as
those of Tejuco. This bay, as far as I could observe, during my
short visit to it, presents to the view greater diversity of hills, valleys,
and plains than the one before-mentioned. Both are csteemed fine
fishing-ground during the whale-season, which is from December to
June.

From hence to the northward is the fine harbour of San Francisco,
in the bay of the same name. It has three entrances defended by
forts ; that to the south is most frequented. 'The land here is very
flat for several miles, and the rivers which intersect it are navigable
for canoes as far as the base of the great chain of mountains,
where a public road, begun at incredible labour and expence, leads
over that almost impassable barrier. This road will soon be a work
of pational importance to Brazil, as through it the finest district in
that country, and indeed one of the finest in the world in point of
climate, the rich plain of Corritiva, will be connected with the ocean.
The ridge of mountains is more than four thousand feet above the
level of the sea, and there is a regular ascent for twenty leagues
from their inland base, to Corritiva. On this fertile tract are fed large
herds of cattle for the supply of Rio de Janeiro, St. Paul’s, and other
places ; here are also bred mules in great numbers.  Its soil and
air are so genial, that olives, grapes, apples, peaches, and other
fruits grow to as rich a maturity as in Europe, though they are
here almost in a wild state. It is divided into many parishes, but
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its population is small, compared with its extent; a circumstance
rather surprising, since every necessary of life is here so cheap and
in such great plenty. TIts distance from the coast and from the
chief towns, and the hitherto bad road, may have contributed to
deter settlers ; it is principally occupied as a breeding district, and
supports no more inhabitants than what are barely competent to
manage and tend the cattle, which are chiefly purchased by private
dealers, and sometimes by commissioners from government, who
come hither occasionally for the purpose. The road from hence
to the city of St.Paul’s, distant about 80 leagues, is tolerably
inhabited, especially in the vicinity of Sorricaba, something more
than half way, which is a great mart for mules and horses. Near
this place is a well-wooded country called Gorosuava, abound-
ing with fine limestone, where a considerable quantity of rich iron
ore is found. How deplorable is it that the people should yet have
to learn the application of such valuable resources !

The neighbourhood of Corritiva is watered by fine rivers, which
flow into the Parana. Many of the streams produce gold, par-
ticularly the Rio Verde; and one called the Tibigi is rich in dia-
monds, as the few good families in its vicinity have reason to remein-
ber with gratitude. More to the westward it is dangerous to travel,
since in that direction live the Anthropophagi, who were driven from
these boundaries a few years ago. The country to the north is very
full of wood.

The cattle at Corritiva sell at various prices ; oxen, much fatter
and in better condition than those of Rio de la Plata or of Rio
Grande de St. Pedro, may be bought for about 12s. or 15s. a head.
The horses are in general finer than those of Spanish America ;
mules for the pack-saddle sell at about 40s., and those for riding at
from threc to six pounds. There is, however, great fluctuation in

the prices, owing to the occasional scarcity as well as the occasional
abundance of money.
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But to return from this digression to San Francisco. 'The chief
occupations of the inhabitants are the cutting of timber, and other
labours connected with ship-building. Vessels of large dimensions,
and a number of small craft for coasters, have been built here by
merchants of Rio de Janeiro, Bahia, and Pernambuco. When this
trade is brisk, there is a great demand for the various classes of arti-
sans whom it requires, and many necgrocs are employed. The wood
used is so strong, and holds the iron so firmly, that ships built of it
endure many years, and are in greater esteem with the Portugueze
and Spaniards than those built in Lurope. On this account, the
harbour of San Francisco is likely to become of considerable value
to Brazil ; and as it is connected with Corritiva, the cattle of which
have been found superior to Rio Grande, there is every probability
that at no distant period the Portugueze navy will be here supplied
with salt provisions. This must, however, depend on the completion
of the great road over the mountains, to which the present adminis-
tration have laudably directed their attention, with a degree of zeal
commensurate to the importance of the work in a national point
of view.

I must not omit noticing another production in this district, which
will rise in utility and value as the port of St. Francisco improves.
Toward the north there are woods of fine large pines, exccedingly
hard, tough, and full of resin. 'They constitute a singular variety of
the genus Pinus; the boughs branch off from the upper part of the tree
only, and have tussocks of leaves at each extremity. A tree eighty
feet high, for instance, will appear without branches to the height of
about fifty-five fect, the branches there extend horizontally in every
direction, with lcaves at their extremities, the lowest and largest to
a distance of fourteen or fifteen feet from the stem, and the higher
ones gradually diminishing in length towards the top, which ends
in a tuft of leaves as a crown for the whole. These trees are very
picturesque, and indeed beautiful ; they grow to a sufficient size to
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serve as masts for ships of two or three hundred tons; I was told
there were much larger ones to be found.

Resuming our voyage, we left San Francisco, and, passing the port
of Cananca, arrived near the entrance of the harbour of Santos.
The coast along which we sailed is low and flat, and on its verge
are some poor fishing-huts, which rather add to the dreariness of its
appearance. It is covered with lofty trees, which also fringe the
mountainous scenery heyond it. Several rivers occur, of little note
in geography, but highly advantageous to the settlers, as they pass
the very doors of the dwellings, and afford easy means for the trans-
port of produce from the interior. On nearing Santos, we passed
several bold rocks, called the Alcatrases, and a ledge or reef on
which the sea broke furiously. The main land is very elevated and
mountainous, so much so that the low grounds which extend from
its base are scarcely perceptible from the heights next beyond them.

The harbour of Santos has a safe entrance, and is very secure ; it
1s a strait, having the island of St.Vincent to the left, for the extent
of half' a mile, when it takes a different direction. Here is situated the
port, which has good anchorage, with regular soundings towards the
shore, which shoals gradually. The currents and eddies cause some in-
convenience, and the high land occasions much variation in the winds,
which perplexes mariners on their entrance into the narrows, but as
the water is not deep, and the current far from strong, a ship is safe
the moment her anchor is let go, and by means of a boat and
kedge she may be placed in any situation the pilot chooses. The
part called the narrows is defended by two forts, on passing which
there is a kind of lagoon of three or four leagues in length, almost
full of mangroves, terminated by the town of Santos, one of the
oldest European settlements in Brazil. In common with St. Paul’s,
it owes its origin to the first shipwreck on the island of St. Vincent.
The river or lagoon has three or four fathoms water and a muddy
bottom.  Santos is a place of considerable trade, being the store-
house of the great captaincy of St. Paul’s, and the resort of many
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vessels trading to the Rio de la Plata. Itis tolerably well built, and
its population, consisting chiefly of merchants, shop-keepers, and
arlificers, amounts to six or seven thousand souls. The situation is
by no means healthy, as the country around it is low, woody, and
frequently deluged with rain, by reason of the high mountains in
its vicinity, which impede the passage of the clouds. Several rivu-
lets flowing from the foot of these mountains intersect the land in
various directions, and unite in one great river a little above the town
of Santos. The rice of this district, which is grown in great quanti-
ties, is considered the best in Brazil, and the bananas are cqually
noted.

Trom this port the Spanish territories, as well as Rio Grande, re-
ccive a great proportion of their sugar, coffee, rum, rice, mandioca,
indigo, &c.; in return they bring hides and tallow, which are gene-
rally exported hence to Europe. The Portugueze send much of
their produce to the Spanish colonies, and are gencrally ill paid, but
the shortness of the voyage, and the want of other markets, tempt
many young men to speculate, notwithstanding the heavy duties
and the numberless petty obstacles with which their neighbours have
impeded and encumbered this commerce. A Spaniard in bis own
country rarely allows even a shadow of justicc to a Portugueze ; he
uses a thousand artifices for procrastinating the decision of a cause at
issue between them, till the latter, when his patience is completely ex-
hausted, finds that he is likely to derive nothing from the contest
but immense piles of law-papers, frequently written on the most
trivial points in litigation, and paid for at an exorbitant price. If
he persevere after all this disappointment, it generally happens that
another alcalde or judge is appointed, and then the business is
Jaid on the shelf. The injured Portugucze, after so much waste of
time and money, is threatened with worse consequences, and fre-
quently is obliged to leave the country in ruin and disgust.

As Santos is the embarking place of St. Paul’s, its intercourse with
shat town is very considerable. In the course of a day several
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hundred mules frequently arrive, loaded with the produce of the
country, and return with salt, iron, copper, carthen wares, and
Furopean manufactures. For the.traffic of its immediate vicinity,
it has the convenience of water-carriage, its river being navigable
about twenty miles, up to Cuberton, where an officer with a guard
of soldiers is stationed to receive the King’s duties for the repair of
the roads and other public purposes.

'The governor of Santos being subject, in all cases, to the governor
of St.Paul’s, we applied to him for permission to go thither, which
was immediately granted. It was now cight in the evening, and
we were without an asylum for the night. 1 had several letters of
vecommendation, not one of which procured us any civility, and
we found that the inhabitants were far from being courteous to
strangers. We were willing to impute this to want of convenient
accommodations, but it may be generally observed, that along the
whole coast the same shyness prevails, while in the interior the
people vie with each other in acts of hospitality. Perhaps in all coun-
tries this duty is most practised where the occasions for its exercise
most rarely occur.

Being unable to procure a bed at Santos, we were obliged to en-
gage a canoe to convey us up the river to Cuberton, where we ar-
rived at two in the morning, and were introduced into the guard-
house for a lodging. The corporal being called up, accommodated
us as well as he was able; we lay down on the softest planks we
could find, and made pillows of our portmanteaus, but though much
wearied we found ourselves little disposed to sleep on so uneasy a
couch. At sunrise, when we got up, an extraordinary and busy
scene presented itself ; before the guard-house was a large space of
ground enclosed by the storchonse and other outbuildings, and here
above a hundred mules were led out to be harnessed and loaded ;
the gentleness and tractability of these fine large animals pleased us
much, and the expertness of their masters, particularly of the negroes,
in placing and replacing the burdens, was truly surprising.




( 92 )

From the good corporal, who was commanding-officer here, we
received every attention, and much more civility than we had reason
to expect from the experience we had of the unaccommodating dis-
position of the people in Santos, in much hetter circumstances than
himself. He procured us a good breakfast, and furnished us with
saddle mules for our journey, at the rate of ten shillings each, the
distance being eight leagues. Having obtained a guide we mounted,
and proceeded about half a mile, when we reached the foot of the
stupendous mountains we had to cross. The road is good and well
paved, but narrow, and on account of the rugged acclivities is cut
I a zig-zag direction, with very frequent and abrupt turnings con-
tinually on the ascent. The trains of loaded mules which we met
on their way to Santos rendered the passage disagreeable, and at
times dangerous. In many places the road is cut through the solid
rock for scveral feet, in others along the perpendicular sides, and it
leads frequently over the tops of conical mountains, along the edge
of precipices, down which the traveller is liable to be thrown into
an impervious thicket full thirty yards below. 'Ihese dangerous
places are secured by parapets. After ascending for an hour and
a half, during which time we made innumerable turnings, we ar-
rived at a resting place, near which, at a spot a little lower than the
road, we found water. This place, as our guide informed us, was
only half-way to the summit; we were astonished at the intelligence,
as the clouds were already so far below us that they obstructed our
prospect.  During our progress hither, we observed that the mules
travel as quick on an ascent as on level ground ; they much excel
the horse in uneven roads with sharp turnings, and still more so in
bad roads.

To attempt the geology of mountains so covered by vegetable
matter would be a difficult task ; the component parts of those
along which we passed appeared to be granite, and frequently
soft crumbling ferruginous sand-stone. Some picturesque streams
bursting from their high sources form fine cascades, and in crossing
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the road force their way through many detached and round masses
of granite. The woods are so thick in every part, except where the
mules tread, that no soil can be secn; the branches of the trees
in some places meet and form an arbour over the road, which
shades the traveller from the hcat of the sun, and shelters him
from rain.

After resting for about twenty minutes we again mounted and
resumed our ascent. The road presented at times four or five zig-zags
above us at one view, and gave us fresh reason for astonishment at
the completion of a work so fraught with difticulties. The millions
of crowns which must have been expended in clearing the woods and
thickets in its course, and in cutting through the solid rock for a con-
siderable distance, as well as in paving it through the whole extent of
the ridge, afford no mean idea of the enterprising spirit of the Bra-
zilians. Few public works, even in Europe, are superior to it; and
if we consider that, as the district through which it passes, is but
thinly inhabited, the labour bestowed on it must have been pur-
chased most dearly, we shall hardly find one in any country so
well completed under similar disadvantages.

In three hours we reached the summit, a plain of considerable
extent, the lowest estimated height of which is six thousand feet.
The surface is chiely composed of quartz covered with sand.
The sea, though distant twenty miles, seemed to us as if it washed
the foot of the mountains ; the level part of the coast and the port
of Santos below us came not within the angle of vision. While we
enjoyed this sublime prospect, we were refreshed by a cool breeze,
which renewed our strength and spirits, and enabled us to pursue our
journey with alacrity. Advancing about a mile and a half, we came
to a part of the road which was cut several feet deep through the
rock, and observed in this quarter many small streams which, thought
contiguous to the sea, all flow in a south-west course to an immense
distance, and, uniting, form the great river Corrientes, which joins the
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Plata. This circumstance will sufficiently explain the form of this
mighty ridge of mountains, namely, that the highest and steepest
side fronts the sea, and that the other shelves more gradually and
with more frequent outlets to the plains of the interior. This part of
the road is lined by fine trees and large thickets on both sides. The
heavy rains of the season (December) had damaged it in various
parts ; the readiest mode of repairing these breaks is to cut down
several trecs, about seven inches diameter, place them across, and
fasten them down with hooked stakes. The mules which travel
these rugged declivities, though far more hardy than horses, fre-
quently fall victims to fatigue ; we observed some dead by the way-
side. In the course of our route we passed several parties of negroes
and some of Indians, working at repairs in the road, or making new
branches from it. Some of them I noticed with swellings in the
neck, though very different from those I have observed in Derby-
shire and other mountainous countries. In the case of these Indians
not only there appeared that protuberance from the glands com-
monly called a wen, but lumps of from half an inch to three inches
in diameter hung from it in an almost botryoidal form.

After crossing several rivulets and passing a few houses, we arrived
at a tolerable inn, belonging to an officer of militia, where we were
soon provided with plenty of milk, coffee, and fowls. Itis distant
sixteen or twenty miles from St. Paul’s, and may be considered as
half-way between that town and Santos. The owner, who was
much surprised to see Englishmen, treated us with every civility,
and procured us a change of saddle-mules. While they were
preparing, he shewed us a tract of land in front of his house, tole-
rably well-clearcd, where we took an hour's shooting. We then
proceeded through a much more open country, which bore the
traces of former cultivation, and seemed of late to have been much
neglected. As we drew nearer St. Paul's, the road improved, and
was enlivened by a greater number of habitations in its vicinity.
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We passed two convents, which had the air of convenient houses,
and were distinguished by large crosses erected before them. The
land was watered by several fine streams; in one part we ob-
served a quarry of ferruginous grit-stone, but we had not leisure
to make much mineralogical research.  St. Paul’s, although on
an elevated site, is not observed at any great distance in this
direction. In its immediate neighbourhood the river runs parallel
to the road, which it sometimes partially overflows, and covers
with sand. To our left we saw a large astallage, or inn, where
numbers of mules are unloaded, and travellers commonly pass
the night. It consists of a very large shed, supported upon up-
right pieces of timber, with separate divisions for receiving the
cargoes or burdens of the mules, each traveller occupying as
many as his goods require; and there is a piece of ground, of
about a hundred yards in circumference, planted with small up-
right stakes at ten or fiftcen feet distance, to which the bridles of
the mules are tied while they are fed, saddled, and loaded.
These astallages are common in all parts of Brazil.

On entering the town, although we had expected much from
its being the capital of the district, and the residence of the
governor, yet we were struck with the neat appearance of its
houses, stuccoed in various colours; those in the principal streets
were two or three stories high. Having arrived an hour or two
before sun-set, we walked to the house of a gentleman, to whom
we had a letter of recommendation, but he being absent, we were
obliged to pass the night at the astallage, where our mules had
been put up. It was a miserable abode. The next morning we
breakfasted with our friend, and were conducted by him to
the governor, Brigadier General Orte, who honoured us with an
invitation to dinner, permitted a perishable cargo of my friend’s
property, which was lying at Santos, to be unloaded, and gave us
a general welcome to his palace. We had the good fortune to
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find that two of His Excellency’s aides-de-camp, men of excellent
character, had been educated in England. They assisted us in
obtaining lodgings, rendered us every service that we stood in
need of, and shewed an earnest desire to make our stay as agree-
able as possible.
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CHAP. V.,

Description of St. Paul's. — System of Farming prevalent in its
Neighbourhood. — Ercursion to the Gold Mines of Jaragua: —
Mode of working them.— Return to Santos.

T.PAUL’s is situated on a pleasing eminence of about two
miles in extent, surrounded on three sides by low meadow
land, and washed at the base by rivulets, which almost insulate it in
rainy weather ; it is connected with the high-land by a narrow ridge.
The rivulets flow into a pretty large stream called the Tieti, which
runs within a mile of the town in a south-west direction. Over them
there are scveral bridges, some of stone and others of wood, built
by the late governor. The streets of St.Paul’s, owing to its eleva-
tion (about 50 feet above the plain), and the water which almost
surrounds 1t, are in general remarkably clean; the material with
which they are paved, is lamillary grit-stone, cemented by oxide of
iron, and containing large pebbles of rounded quartz, approxi-
mating to the conglomerate. This pavement is an alluvial formation
containing gold, many particles of which metal are found in the
chinks and hollows after heavy rains, and at such seasons are dili-
gently sought for by the poorer sort of people.

This city was founded by the Jesuits, who were probably tempted
by the gold mines in the vicinity, more than by the salubrity of its
air, which however is not excelled by any on the whole continent
of South America. The medium of the thermometer here is be-
tween 50 and 80 degrees; in a morning I have observed it at 48,
and even lower, though I was not there in the winter months. The
rains are by no means heavy or of long continuance, and the thunder-
storms are far from being violent. The cold in the evenings was
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trequently so considerable that I was obliged to shut my doors and
windows, put on more clothes, and have a pan of embers in the
room, there being no chimneys.

Here are several squares, and about thirtcen places of religious wor-
ship, namely, two convents, three monasteries, and eight churches, the
greater part of which, as well as of the whole town, is built of earth.
The mode of erecting the walls is as follows : a frame is constructed
of six moveable planks placed cdge-wise, opposite each other, and
secured in this position by cross-pieces bolted with moveable pins.
Earth is put in by small quantities, which the workmen beat with
rammers and occasionally moisten with water to give it consistency.
Having filled the frame or trough, they remove it and continue the
same operation till the whole shell of the house is completed, taking
care to leave vacancies and put in the window-frames, door-frames,
and beams as they proceed. The mass in course of time becomes
indurated, the walls are pared perfectly smooth inside, and take
any colour the owner chooses to give them ; they are generally en-
riched with very ingenious devices. This species of structure is
durable ; I have seen some houses thus built that have lasted two
hundred years, and most of them have several stories. The roofs
are made to project two or three feet beyond the wall, in order to
throw off the rain to a distance from the base ; spouts might be a
more effectual preservative against wet, but their use is little known
here. They cover their houses with gutter-tiles, but though the
country affords excellent clay and plenty of wood, very few bricks
are burnt.

The population of this place amounts to full fifteen thousand
souls: perbaps nearer twenty thousand ; the clergy, including all
ranks of religious orders, may be reckoned at five hundred. They
are in general good members of society, free from that excessive
bigotry and illiberality which is the reproach of the neighbouring
colonies, and their example has so beneficial an effect on the rest of
the inhabitants, that I may presume to say, no stranger will be mo-
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lested while he acts as a gentleman, and does not insult the esta-
blished religion. His Excellency the Bishop is a most worthy pre-
late, and were the inferior orders in his diocese to follow his steps in
cultivating the sciences, and diffusing useful information, they
would command greater respect from their flocks, and by that
means further the interests of the religion they profess. Priests,
so ignorant, can hardly escape contempt.

No endemial diseases at present prevail here. The small-pox
formerly, and indeed of late, made great havoc among the inhabi-
tants, but its progress has been checked by the introduction of
vaccine innoculation, Professors attended at a large hall belonging
to the governor, to which the public were invited, and the operation
was performed gratis. It is to be hoped that the credit of this pre-
ventative will make its way among the people here, for they are
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