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v

My voyage along the northern coast of Brazil, was
undertaken at an interesting and a favorable epoch.
Up to the year 1839, there had never existed any
means of regular and rapid communication between
the capital and the extreme portions of the empire,
particularly the far north. Few commercial houses in
Rio de Janeiro had correspondents in any of the ports
north of Pernambuco; and not unfrequently political
intelligence from Maranham and Pari, was received
at the capital by way of England and the United
States, carlier than by direct dispatches. Such,
moreover, were the difficulties interposed by the regu-
lar trade winds, and by the strong currents that set
to leeward of Cape St. Roque, that they could be
overcome by no enterprise short of steam navigation.

To meet so important an exigency, the Brazilian

Vor. I1.—2 &




10 PREPARATIONS FOR A VOYAGE.

Steam Packet Company had been organized, under
the patronage of the imperial government. Its design
was to convey mails and passengers regularly, together
with freight and munitions of war occasionally, between
the different ports along the coast; and in short, to
establish a bond of connection between Rio de Janeiro
and the river Amazon. The boats of this company
were constructed in England for this express service,
and had just arrived on the coast. They were named
after the principal ports at which they were to touch,
in the following order, viz: the St. Sebastian, the Ba-
hiana, the Pernambucana, the Maranhense, and the
Paraense.

The St. Sebastian had just returned from her first
voyage, which had been every way successful, and was
advertised to leave again for the northern ports on the
first day of July. A voyage in that direction had been
for sometime contemplated by Mr. Spaulding, but cir-
cumstances transpired which now made it his choice
that I should go; active preparations were accord-
inely made. In order that our families might dwell
under the same roof during my necessarily long ab-
sence, we resolved upon a simultaneous removal to
the Largo d’Ajuda. We had already prepared, as
auxiliaries to our evangelical labors, four new tracts in
the Portuguese language, specially adapted to the
wants of Brazil. Of these we now printed large edi-
tions. A fresh supply of Bibles, Testaments, and
Psalters, from the United States, had just passed
through the Alfandega in time for reshipment, by
means of which I was still more thoroughly furnished
for good words and works.

Through the kindness of different gentlemen, nume-




EMBARKATION AND DEPARTURE. 11

rous and valuable letters of introduction—in English,
Portuguese, and French—had been placed in my
hands. Finally, my passport was taken out in time,
and my passage paid—so that Sabbath, the last day of
June, was spent as that day should ever be, in unin-
terrupted religious services. In the morning I preached
under the Bethel flag, to a congregation of seamen on
board the American brig Congress, and at evening to
an attentive audience in the mission-house at the
Largo d’Ajuda.

On Monday, July first, after having embarked my
baggage through the consulado, and taken leave of my
wife—who, in charge of an infant son and daughter,
was to remain at Rio de Janeiro—I was accompanied
by Mr. Spaulding on board the steamer. Dark volumes
of bitwminous smoke rolled up from the pipes of the
St. Sebastian, as she rounded the Itha das Cobras and
came abreast of the city. At the appointed signal we
pushed off in a boat from the Largo do Paco, and were
soon on board. Visiting officers and friends at length
took their leave, and just as the sun was setting our
boat passed under the guns of Fort Santa Cruz, and
sought the open Atlantic in the teeth of a strong sea-
breeze, before which a sloop-of-war and several other
vessels, under a press of canvas, were making a rapid
entrance into the harbor.

The next morning, at nine o’clock, we were abreast
of Cape Frio, the great landmark for this section of
the coast. It is, in fact, a promontory, and the termi-
nus of a long range of mountains by which the coast is
barricaded to the west and south. A huge oval mass
of granite here marks the spot where the line of coast
turning to the north, forms nearly a right angle.




12 WRECK OF THE THETIS.

Some years ago the English frigate Thetis, bound
homeward at the expiration of a cruise in the Pacific,
was wrecked upon Cape Frio. This vessel, on leaving
the harbor of Rio where she had touched, had en-
countered foul weather. After struggling against it
till it was presumed she had cleared the coast, she bore
away on her course. The darkness of the night was
impenetrable, and the wind being strong, the ship was
running eight or ten knots an hour, when, without the
slightest warning or apprehension of danger by any one
on board, she dashed upon this rocky bulwark. The
officers and crew, in the shock and consternation of
the moment, had barely time to transfer themselves to
contiguous portions of the promontory, before the shi-
vered frigate went to the bottom. Most of those on
board were saved by being drawn, and by drawing
themselves up, on shelves of the rock out of the
reach of the waves, where, in the most constrained
position, they were forced to remain throughout the
dismal night.

I have frequently conversed with a person who was
a midshipman on board the Thetis at the time, but
upon whom the horrors of that dreadful scene made
such an impression, as to cause him to abandon the
ocean from that day forward, not even returning to his
native land. A good light-house has since been con-
structed upon Cape F'rio, which at the present time
renders the approach of the navigator nearly as safe
by night as it is by day.

From this point the coast stretching to the north is
low and sandy. About ten miles distant is a small
town, which as early as 1615 received the name of the
city of Cape Frio. Since that period it has improved
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but little, although it has a safe harbor, and is sur-
rounded by some fertile land. The marshes in its
vicinity produce salt.

T'he next port on the coast is Macahé, near the mouth
of a small river by the same name. Both these ports
are touching places for small steamers which ply be-
tween Rio de Janeiro and Campos, formerly called S.
Salvador, a flourishing village twenty miles up the
Parahiba river. The vast region surrounding the last
mentioned town, is known as the Campos dos Goyata-
kazes, or plains of the Goyatakaz Indians, the abori-
ginal inhabitants. It is a rich tract of country, and
has, for beauty, been compared to the Llysian fields.
Campos is situated on the western bank of the river.
The town has regular and well-paved streets, with
some fine houses. Its commerce is extensive, employ-
ing a vast number of coasting smacks to export its
sugar, its rum, its coftfee, and its rice. The sugars of
Campos are said by some to be the best in Brazil.

After passing Cape Frio, the course of the St. Se-
bastian was about north by cast. 'The boat was hea-
vily laden with the coals necessary for her voyage, and
her engines having only one hundred horse power, did
not enable her to progress on an average over five
knots an hour for the first two or three days. I had
supposed her possessed of better sailing capacities ;
but even when lightened of her coals, and having a
piping breeze behind her, she did not make more than
cight and a half knots per hour; however, she was a
safe sca-boat, and her machinery worked with ease.
Her captain was an Englishman, who had served his
maritime apprenticeship in the service of the Ilast In-

dia Company. He had subsequently visited the United
B




14 ESPIRITO SANTO.

States, crossed the Rocky Mountains to Oregon, spent
two years on the western coast of America, returning
to England round Cape Horn. One element of his
present ambition was to earn money enough to buy a
tarm in Michigan, and retire from business.

The engineers, ofticers, and seamen of the boat were
nearly all English ; while, in the cabin, a colonel of the
Brazilianarmy, three Englishmen and myself, composed
the entire list of passengers. This colonel had repeat-
edly distinguished himself for his bravery, and was the
officer to whom, more than to any other, Bahia owed
its restoration from the late rebellion. He had sub-
sequently heen sent to Rio Grande do Sul, where his
health had failed him, and he was now returning home
to his family in Pernambuco. His society was highly
interesting and agreeable. I should be pleased to
speak as favorably of the other tenants of the cabin,
but their devotion to the silly game of cards, to strong
drink, and to profane language, forbids. By day and
by night they were gambling for every imaginable
thing, and seemed to think themselves brave and happy
when thus employed. This circumstance deserves
mention solely as being in contrast to the good order
and decent conduct which I almost always observed
among the Brazilians, with whom I happened at dif-
ferent times to be a fellow passenger.

We were now on the coast of Espirito Santo. This
province embraces the old captaincy of the same name
and part of that of Porto Seguro. It is bounded by
Rio de Janeiro on the south, Minas Geraes on the,
west, and Bahia on the north. Although this portion
of the coast was that discovered by Cabral, and settled
by the first Donataries, yet it is still but thinly inhabit-
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ed, and has not made the improvements that may be
found in most other parts. Its soil is fertile, and espe-
cially adapted to the cultivation of sugar-cane, toge-
ther with most of the intertropical productions. Its
forests furnish precious woods and useful drugs, and
its waters abound with valuable fish. Yet vast regions
of its territory are only roamed by savage tribes, who
still make occasional plundering incursions upon the
settlements. Surveys have recently been instituted
upon the river Doce, from which it is thought practica-
ble to render that strecam navigable to small steamers.
An organized company has this enterprise in charge,
and proposes to open a new and direct means of trans-
port between the coast and the province of Minas
(reraes. Should this undertaking succeed it will be
of great importance, not only to the province of Iispi-
rito Santo and Minas Geraes, but also to the city of
Bahia, to which large quantities of the produce ex-
ported would be directly conveyed.

On the 6th of July we were in the neighborhood of
the Abrolhos, four small rocky islands about ninety
miles from the shore, in the eighteenth degree of south
latitude. These islands are low, and dangerous to navi-
gators. In fact they are nothing more than projec-
tions from a bank of rocks, which exhibits itself occa-
sionally between the seventeenth and twenty-fifth de-
grees of south latitude, at a distance of from two to
ten leagues from the main land. Besides these rocky
shoals there is also a regular reef of rocks running quite
near the shore, and generally parallel with it, the whole
distance from Cape Frio to Maranham. Espirito
Santo, Porto Seguro, Ilheos, and in fact nearly all the
ports along the entire coast, as will hereafter appear,
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16 PRINCE MAXIMILLIAN.

are formed by openings in this reef. The name Abrol-
hos is compounded from two Portuguese words, sig-
nifying ¢ open your eyes.” As we approached them,
however, it was growing dark, and we preferred trust-
ing to the lead rather than to our eyes. Soundings
were taken which gave successively thirty fathoms,
twenty-five, seventeen, and twenty-seven. We then
bore away due north, and gained a few points more
of a fine breeze.

The distance from Rio de Janeiro to Bahia is about
cight hundred miles. There is no large city or flourish-
ing port on the coast, nor is there a single direct or
beaten road through the interior. The only author
who has ever traveled over this portion of Brazil by
land is Prince Maximillian, of Neuwied. Few natu-
ralists have exhibited more enthusiasm, and few tra-
velers more persevering industry, than did his royal
highness in passing through these wild and unculti-
vated regions. It is difficult to form an idea of the
impediments, annoyances, and dangers which he had
to surmount, such as dense and thorny vegetation, in-
sect plagues, among which were the most formidable
wasps’ and hornets’ nests, wild beasts, venomous rep-
tiles, and rivers without bridges. Yet such was the
interest and cheerfulness with which the prince per-
formed his journeys, that he described his condition by
saying, “although scratched and maimed by thorns,
soaked by the rains, exhausted by incessant perspira-
tion caused by the heat, yet nevertheless the traveler
is transported in view of the magnificent vegetation.”
His travels in Brazil were accomplished between the
vears 1815 and 1818, and the rich and interesting
work in which he gave their results to the world fur-
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nishes up to the present day the best account we have
of the scenery and of the people on this section of the
coast. No part of South America of equal extent and
importance, has been less agitated by the revolutions
of the last half century. Its form of government has,
indeed, been repeatedly modified, but the character
and condition of the inhabitants have not been suscep-
tible of equally rapid changes. Under the present
regimen, there has been a gradual improvement ; yet,
up to 1839, the whole province of Espirito Santo con-
tained not a single printing press. Many of its churches,
built with great expense by the early settlers, were
going to decay. Nothing whatever was doing towards
civilizing or instructing the Indians; and, amidst a
population of forty-three thousand, there were only
seven primary schools in actual operation. Neverthe-
less various improvements were contemplated, which
we hope will be fully realized.

On the sixth day of our voyage, land was discovered
about one o’clock p. M. It proved to be the lower ex-
tremity of the island of Itaparica. The entire coast
was low, and little could be seen, save here and there
a line of branching coqueiros, (cocoa-nut trees.)

A short distance below the real entrance to the har-
bor is what is called Barra Falsa, or the feigned en-
trance. So similar is the appearance of the coast in
this place to that adjoining the real harbor, that when
seen from a short distance at sca, even those accus-
tomed to the port are often deceived by the resem-
blance. Thus was our captain for a short time, but
not long enough to cause any material deviation from
his proper course.

The anticipation of a speedy arrival now pervaded

Vor. I1.—3 B 2




18 ENTRANCE TO BAHIA.

the breast of every one on board; and even the San
Sebastian, lichtened of her fuel, seemed to partake of
the common enthusiasm, as she pointed her bows di-
rectly towards the light-house of San Salvador. Slow-
ly but regularly as we approached, the promontory,
on which the looked-for city stands, scemed to arise out
of the ocean. Presently the eye was struck with an
outline of domes and towers. Soon, the Antonio con-
vent, the Victoria church, the walls of the English
cemetery, and various other objects in white, were
clearly distinguished. We had fairly entered the har-
bor, but were still at a distance from our anchorage,
when night lowered upon the scene, simultancously
with a sudden squall of wind and rain.

It was not without danger that our boat now pushed
her way into a dense crowd of shipping, which could
scarcely be discerned at the distance of a cable’s length.
Yet so she did in safety, and soon came to an anchor
near the Fortaleza do Mar, an old circular fortress,
standing upon a steep bank of rocks, immediately in
front of the town.

As the squall cleared up our passengers went on
shore, but I remained, thinking to enjoy a quiet evening
in the cabin. Unfortunately, for this expectation, our
captain received a visit from two other captains of
steam packets, then in the harbor, (also Englishmen,)
who, having just risen from their dinner and their wine,
were not disposed to be specially guarded in their lan-
guage.

How heart-sickening it is to be forced to listen to
profanity! How mournful to witness the voluntary self-
degradation of the swearer! Next morning I went on
shore, immediately after breakfast. Landing near the




THE LOWER TOWN. 19

arsenal, I passed into the lower town, which is com-
posed of a single narrow street, running parallel to the
water’s edge.

Along this Rua da Praya are located all the more
important commercial houses. Here is the Alfandega,
through which all foreign goods must enter; also, the
Consulado, through which all home productions must
pass, preliminary to exportation. Some of the trapi-
ches (warehouses) near by are of immense extent, and
said to be among the largest in the world.

Around the landing-places cluster hundreds of ca-
noes, launches, and various other small craft, dis-
charging their loads of fruit and produce. On one
part of the Praya is a wide opening, which is used as
a market-place. Near this a modern building has
been constructed for an exchange. The merchants,
however, make but little use of it, preferring a very
indifferent room, in which they have long been accus-
tomed to meet.

This lower town is not calculated to make a favor-
ble impression upon the stranger. The buildings are
old, although generally of a cheerful exterior. The
street 1s very narrow, uneven, and wretchedly paved.
Besides, the gutter passes directly through the middle,
rendering it unavoidably filthy. At the same time it
is crowded with pedlers and carriers of every descrip-
tion. You here learn one peculiarity of the city of
Bahia. Owing to the irregularities of its surface, and
the steepness of the ascent which separates the upper
town from the lower, it does not admit of the use of
wheel carriages. Not even a cart or truck is to be
seen, for the purpose of removing burdens from one
place to another. Whatever requires change of place
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in all the commerce and ordinary business of this sea-
port, and it is second in size and importance to but
one other in South America, must pass on the heads
and shoulders of men. Burdens are here more fre-
quently carried upon the shoulders, since the principal
exports of the city being sugar in cases, and cotton in
bales, it is impossible that they should be borne on the
head like bags of coffee.

Immense numbers of tall, athletic negroes, are seen
moving in pairs or gangs of four, six, or eight, with
their loads suspended between them on heavy poles.
Numbers more of their fellows are seen setting upon
their poles, braiding straw, or lying about the alleys
and corners of the streets, asleep, reminding one of
black-snakes coiled up in the sunshine. The sleepers

'NEGRO CARRIERS.
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generally have some sentinel ready to call them when
they are wanted for business, and at the given signal
they rouse up like the elephant to his burden. Like
the coffee-carries of Rio, they often sing and shout as
they go, but their gait is necessarily slow and measured,
resembling a dead march rather than the double-quick
step of their Fluminensian colleagues. Another class
of negroes are devoted to carrying passengers in a
species of sedan chair, called cadeiras.

It is indeed a toilsome, and often a dangerous task,
for white persons to ascend on foot the bluffs on which
stands the cidade alta, particularly when the powerful
rays of the sun are pouring, without mitigation, upon
their heads. No omnibus or cab, or even sege,* can be
found to do him service. Suited to this state of things,
he finds near every corner or place of public resort, a
long row of curtained cadeiras, the bearers of which,
with hat in hand, erowd around him with all the cager-
ness, though not with the impudence, of carriage-drivers
in New York, saying, « Quer cadeira, Senhor?? « Will
you have a chair, sir?”” When he has made his selection
and scated himself to his liking, the bearers elevate their
load and mareh along, apparently as much pleased with
the opportunity of carrying a passenger, as he is with
the chance of being carried. To keep a cadeira or
two, and negroes to bear them, is as necessary for a
family in Bahia, as the keeping of carriages and horses
elsewhere. The livery of the carriers, and the ex-
pensiveness of the curtaining and ornaments of the
cadeira, indicate the rank and style which the family
maintains.

* See the carriages represented in the engraving, Palace of the
Senate, Vol. I.
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CADEIRA.

Some of the streets, between the upper and lower
towns, wind by a zig-zag course along ravines; others
slant across an almost perpendicular bluff, to avoid, as
much as possible, its steepness. Nor is the surface
level, when you have ascended to the summit. Not
even Rome can boast of so many hills as are here
clustered together, forming the site of Bahia. Its ex-
tent between its extreme limits, Rio Vermelho and
Montserate, is about six miles. The city is nowhere
wide, and for the most part is composed of only one or
two principal streets. The direction of these, changes
with the various curves and angles necessary to pre-
1 serve the summit of the promontory. Irequent open-
ings, between the houses built along the summit, ex-
hibit the most picturesque views of the bay on the one
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hand and of the country on the other. The aspect of
the city is antique. Great sums have been expended
in the construction of its pavements, but more with a
view to preserve the streets from injury by rains, than
to furnish roads for any kind of carriages. Here and
there may be seen an ancient fountain of stone-work,
placed in a valley of greater or less depth, to serve as
a rendezvous for some stream that trickles down the
hill above; but there is nowhere any important aque-
duct.

I had the good fortune, immediately after going on
shore, to meet with several gentlemen to whom I bore
letters. Among them were the acting English and
American consuls, and Rev. Mr. Parker, chaplain to
the English residents. The latter was seeking exer-
cise in the cultivation of his garden, in which he mani-
fested great taste and industry.

Persons of a common language and of kindred pur-
suits, who meet in a foreign country, are not long in
forming an acquaintance. Mvr. P. very soon proposed
a ride on horseback, in which he would show me some
of the environs of the city. This ride proved extremely
interesting.  One of the first objects we passed, was
the ruined wall of a public cemetery for the city. This
cemetery had been laid out and prepared under the aus-
pices of a company, organized for the purpose. To this
company had been conceded the privilege of making
the interments for the whole city, to their future ex-
clusion from the churches. This was a measure so
imperatively called for by common prudence, with
respect to health, that it had met with but little oppo-
sition at first, and in fact had obtained the sanction of
the archbishop. But no soouner was the new cemetery
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opened for use, than the popular fury broke forth
against it. The pcople assembled in a mob, being
doubtless excited by their parish priests, whose perqui-
sites were about to be curtailed. When the soldiery
were called out to quell the riot, they joined the mob,
and did not rest until the whole cemetery was defaced
and ruined.

We rode towards Rio Vermelho. The hedges of
the suburbs of Bahia are composed of lime trees, the
leaves of which, when newly trimmed, emit an exqui-
site fragrance. Large jaca trees, with their heavy fruit
clinging to the limbs and trunk, together with some
other trees not known in Rio, are abundant here.

Descending towards the Red river, or rivulet, as it
rather deserved to be called, the hill appeared curi-
ously diversified by deep valleys, running parallel to
cach other. The route was beautifully ornamented by
coqueiros, and other indigenous trees and shrubs. On
the banks of the Rio Vermelho, we called at a small
house occupied by my friend and his family in the hot
season of the year, and thence returned by the sea
beach. Close under the brow of the Antonio hill, we
visited the principal establishment connected with the
whale-fisheries of the harbor. A whale had been taken
the day previous, and was undergoing the process of
dissection on the beach. Another had just been har-
pooned within sight, and three boats, a short distance
out, were towing him ashore. The proprietor showed
us the fixtures made use of for extracting oil. Some
specimens of the oil he declared to be cqual to the
American.  Although his opinion might have been
uestioned as to its strict accuracy, yet I had no dis-
position to dcbate the point with him. In fact, I was
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busy with the conclusion, that if there was no other
commendation to the American oil, than the mere cir-
cumstance of its being prepared on the high seas,
rather than in the necighborhood of a populous city, it
should, for that reason, have my patronage.

Notwithstanding the severe trial to the olfactorics
of some thousands of people, which is sure to result
from the capture of a whale, yet such an event is a
general occasion of triumph at Bahia. Hundreds of
people, the colored especially, throng around to wit-
ness the monster’s dying struggles, and to procure
portions of his flesh, which they cook and ecat. Vast
quantities of this flesh are cooked in the streets, and
sold by Quitandeiras. Numbers of swine also feast
upon the carcass of the whale; and all who are not
specially discriminating in their selection of pork in
the market, during the season of these fisheries, are
liable to get a taste of the whale, nolens volens. 'This
whale-fishery was once the greatest in the world. At
the close of the seventeenth century, it was rented by
the crown for thirty thousand dollars annually. The
American whalers occasionally take whales off this
coast, but in general they find other cruising grounds
more profitable.

From the beach, we ascended a winding path to the
Victoria hill, passing by the English cemetery, which,
although small, is delightfully located. The house in
which Mr. P. resided was small, but tastefully ar-
ranged, with an ample garden in front. Adjoining it,
had recently been constructed an addition, which
served as a chapel. 'This room was so arranged as to
seat, comfortably, eighty or a hundred persons. The

usual number in attendance would average sixty, about
Vou. 1.4 C
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half the number of English residents. After our ex-
cursion, Mr. Parker accompanied me to dine with Mr.
Whately, acting British consul; and thus my first
day’s visit to Bahia passed away in the most agrecable
manner.

The evening and night I spent with Mr. Foster,
acting American consul, at whose house I was kindly
invited to make my home. The next morning that
gentleman conducted me through the principal parts
of the city, which I had not already seen. The almost
entire absence of horses and mules in the streets, did
not soon cease to appear singular. An unusual num-
ber of goats and pigs, was hardly sufficient to supply
the lack of the aforementioned animals.

We entered the chapel of the convents of San Bento
and S. I'rancisco. The former is barren of ornament;
the latter extravagantly profuse. The chapel of the
Misericordia was dressed out with hangings and crna-
ments, in anticipation of some festa. 'The old cathe-
dral, an immense cdifice, which had been constructed
with great expense, was found in quite an indifferent
state of repair. In a wing of this building, from which
may be enjoyed a very commanding view of the har-
hor, is located the public library. 'The regulations of
this institution are similar to those of the national
library at Rio. It contains about ten thousand volumes,
a large portion of which are in French. Some valu-
able manuscripts are also in preservation here. In this
immediate neighborhood, are the archiepiscopal palace
and seminary, and the old Jesuit college, now used as
a military hospital. 'T'he latter building, together with
the church of Nossa Senhora da Conceigao on the
Praya, may almost be said to have been built in Eu-
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rope; at least the principal stone-work for them was
cut, fitted, and numbered, on the other side of the
Atlantic, and 1mported ready for immediate erection.
The president’s palace is also but a short distance
from this locality. It is a substantial building, of
ancient date, located upon one side of an open square.

Although I intend to introduce, in this connection,
some account of my second visit and longer sojourn in
Bahia, yet T apprehend the reader will be pleased with
a brief sketch of the history of the city, antecedent to
further observations. In preparing this sketch I shall,
in addition to facts given by Mr. Southey, avail myself
of the labors of Senhor Ignacio Accioli de Cerqueira ¢
Silva, whose work, entitled Memorias Historicas e
Politicas da Provincia da Bahia, in four volumes, lies
before me.

This writer has devoted several years to the minute
investigation of the history of his native city and pro-
vince, and has detailed the results at great length,
and doubtless with accuracy.
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CHAPTER II.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF BAUIA.

Discovery of the Bay.—Foundation of the City.—Caramur4d.—The Ca-
pital of Portuguese America.—Attacks of the Dutch.—A Slide.—A
Pestilence.—Selection of a Patron Saint.—A Mutiny quelled by the
Wafer.—Gipsies.—The Pillory.—Monasticism.—The Slave Trade.

Bania de todas os Santos, the Bay of All Saints,
was discovered in 1503 by Americus Vespucius, who
was then voyaging under the patronage of the king of
Portugal, Don Manoel. Vespucius carried home from
the coast of Santa Cruz, as the newly-discovered
country was first called by the Portuguese, a cargo of
ibiripitanga, a scarlet dye-wood, which, when cut in
picces, resembled drazas, coals of fire. From this cir-
cumstance it by degrees acquired the name of Brazil
wood. This valuable commodity was destined to fur-
nish a name to the country, substituting its original
appellation as effectually as did America the name of
Columbus.

In 1510, a vessel under the command of Diogo
Alvares Correa, was wrecked near the entrance of
this bay. The Tupinambas, a ferocious tribe of Indians
inhabiting the coast, fell upon and destroyed all who
survived this shipwreclk, save the captain of the vessel.
The Indians spared Diogo, as some supposed, on ac-
count of his activity in assisting them to save articles
from the wreck. At any rate he had the good fortune
to recover a musket, and some barrels of powder and
ball. With these he took occasion to shoot a bird in
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their presence. Terrified with the explosion no less
than with its effects, the Indians called himn from that
moment Caramuri, “the man of fire.”

His next step was to conciliate their favor by assur-
ing them, that although he was a terror to his enemies,
he could be a valuable auxiliary to his friends. He
accordingly accompanied the Tupinambas on an expe-
dition against a neighboring tribe with whom they
were at war. 'The first discharge of Caramwrd’s
musket gained him possession of the field, his fright-
encd adversaries scampering for their lives.

Little more was necessary to secure him a perfect
supremacy among the aboriginals. As a proof of
this, he was soon complimented with proposals from
various chiefs, who offered him their daughters in mar-
riage. Diogo made choice of Paraguassi, daughter of
the head chief Itaparica, whose name is perpetuated
as the designation of the large island in front of the
city ; while that of Paraguassg, the bride, is applied to
one of the rivers emptying into the bay. 1ie now
began a settlement, which he denominated S. Salva-
dor, in gratitude for his escape from the shipwreck.
This settlement was located in a place denominated
Graca, on the Victoria hill, a suburb of the city which
will be hereafter deseribed, and which is still occasion-
ally called Villa Velha, old town.

After the lapse of some years, a ship from Normandy
anchored in front of Caramurds town, and opened
communications with the shore. Diogo now conceived
the idea of returning to Europe ; and after having sup-
plied the vessel with a cargo, he embarked for Dieppe,
accompanied by Paraguassi. ITe intended if he arrived

safely, to go from Dieppe to Lisbor® The French, how-
S
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ever, would not permit this, but preferred to make him
a lion in their own capital. Paraguassd was the first
Indian female that had ever appeared in Paris. A
splendid féte was given at her baptism, when she was
christened Catharine Alvares, after Catherine de Me-
dicis, queen of I'rance. King Ilenry II., accompanying
his royal spouse, officiated on the occasion as godfa-
ther and sponsor.

The French government contracted with Caramura
to send out vessels which should carry him to his
adopted country, and return with Brazil wood and
other articles, which should be given in exchange for
goods and trinkets. In the meantime this individual,
true to his original intent, contrived to inform Don
John III., of Portugal, of the importance of colonizing
Bahia. A young Portuguese, who had just finished his
studies in Paris, and was returning to Portugal, was
the bearer of this message. The name of the young
man in question was Pedro I'ernandez Sardinha, after-
wards bishop of Bahia.

The natives rejoiced at Caramur®’s return, and his
colony now increased rapidly, and extended its influence
in every direction. In 1534, the chaplains of Martin
Affonso de Souza, who touched at Bahia, probably on
a return voyage from S. Vicente, baptized the children
of Caramuru. On the same occasion two of his daugh-
ters were married, one to Alfonso Roderiguez, and the
other to PPaulo Aderno, a Genoese. Of the former,
there still may bhe seen an epitaph in the Victoria
church, stating the circumstance of his marriage, and
that he died about thirty years afterward.

At this period the king of Portugal, in order to se-
cure the settlement®of Brazil, divided the country into
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twelve captaincies, each of fifty leagues extent on the
coast, and boundless towards the interior. FEacl cap-
taincy was conceded to a donatary, whose power and
authority were absolute. Francisco Pereira Coutinho,
the individual who came to take possession of Bahia,
was a man rash and arbitrary in the extreme. He
soon became jealous of the influence of Diogo Alvares,
and commenced to persecute and oppress him. He
finally sent him on board a ship as a prisoner.

This course exasperated the Indians, who deter-
mined on revenge. They attacked the settlement,
burned the sugar-mills of Coutinho, killed his son, and
drove him away. In attempting to return his vessel
was wrecked on the island Itaparica, and he was de-
stroyed by the natives. Diogo Alvares was again
restored to his original supremacy.

The growing importance of the country, together
with rumors of violence practised by the donataries,
induced Don John IIL. to appoint a governor-general
of Brazil, to reside at S. Salvador, and to have juris-
diction over all the donataries.

Thome de Souza, first governor-general, landed at
Bahia in 1549 with six vessels, bringing with him
three hundred men in the king’s pay, four hundred
degredados, men who had been banished, and three
hundred colonists, in all one thousand men, besides
some Jesuit missionaries, engineers, soldiers, and civil
functionaries.

Souza landed with military ceremonies at Vilha
Velha, but in the course of a month proceeded to
choose another location for the commencement of his
operations. It was that of the present cathedral, go-
vernment palace, and other public buildings. Here
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he laid the foundation of these several edifices, erect-
ed taipa walls to serve for present purposes, and plant-
ed batteries on all sides.

Caramurd was now an old man, but was of great
service to the governor-general in conciliating the na-
tives, and consummating with them a treaty of peace.
In four months a hundred houses were built, and vari-
ous sugar plantations were laid out in the vicinity.

I'rom this period the city of S. Salvador having been
constituted the capital of Portuguese America, and
remaining under the direct patronage of the mother
country, rapidly increased in size and importance.
The governors were changed very often. Some of
them were distinguished for their successful wars
against the Indians, and others for their zeal in
attempting to proselyte them, through the very ineffi-
cient means then made use of.

The year 1624 witnessed the first depredations of
the Dutch upon the then quiet and prosperous city of
Bahia. Without the least notice or provocation a
fleet from Holland entered the harbor, attacked the
city, burnt the shipping, and debarked men to seize
the fortress of S. Antonio, who marched up the Vic-
toria hill, and, after some fighting, gained possession
of the town. This they sacked, without even sparing
the churches. 'The captors immediately erected addi-
tional fortifications, made prizes of all the Portuguese
and Spanish ships that came into the harbor, not know-
ing that the town had changed masters. The inhabi-
tants, at the moment of attack, had fled in a cowardly
manner, but they soon collected their strength and be-
sieged the Hollanders closely. The chief command
of the Portuguese devolved upon the Bishop Don Mar-
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cos. This prelate, it appears, had formerly given ad-
vice, by virtue of which troops had been sent away
from the city. e was now anxious to retrieve his
reputation. Wherefore he took the field in the garb
of a penitent, displayed the cross upon his standard,
and caused prayers to be offered publicly. He took
up his head quarters at Rio Vermelho, and was sue-
cessful in various attacks upon the outposts of the
Dutch, and also upon their foraging parties. By vir-
tue of his authority as commander in chief, he knight-
ed several individuals who had distinguished them-
selves in the skirmishes. Indeed he seems to have
omitted no means, spiritual or temporal, for promoting
his cause.

Portugal was at this time tributary to Spain. The
news of the loss of Bahia caused great consternation
at Madrid, and the more since it had been rumored
that the English were to unite their forces with the
Dutch, and establish the elector Palatine, king of
Brazil. 'The Spanish court adopted measures worthy
of its superstition and its power. Instructions were
dispatched to the governors of Portugal, requiring
them to examine into the crimes which had provoked
this visitation of the Divine vengeance, and to punish
them forthwith. Novenas were appointed throughout
the whole kingdom; and a litany and prayers, framed
for the occasion, were to be said after the mass. On
one of the nine days, there was to be a solemn proces-
sion of the people in every town and village, and of the
monks in every cloister. The sacrament was exposed
in all the churches of Lisbon, and a hundred thousand
crowns were contributed in that city to aid the govern-

ment in recovering St. Salvador.
Vor. I1.—5
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The great ocean flect, as the Spaniards called 1t,
was now equipped. One so powerful had never before
crossed the equator. It consisted of forty sail, and
eight thousand soldiers, under D. Fadrique de Toledo;
D. Manoel de Menezes being in command of the Por-
tuguese division. Meantime Francisco Nunez had
been sent to relieve the Bishop D. Marcos of his mili-
tary command, in order that the prelate might devote
himself wholly to spiritual concerns, and by all means
prevent the enemy from disseminating their heretical
opinions, of which the Portuguese were in more dread
than of their arms. Orders had been dispatched from
Madrid to be specially vigilant against this danger.
The fatigues of war had, however, been too great for
his reverence. He died soon after he delivered up his
command, and was buried in a little chapel at Itapa-
gipe, from which he had driven the Dutch.

In March, 1625, the united fleets of Spain and Por-
tugal appeared off the bay. The sight animated and
intoxicated the Brazilians. 'T'hey fancied that it would
intimidate the Dutch as greatly as it had encouraged
them, and thinking to have the whole glory of recover-
ing the city themselves, they precipitately attacked it,
and were beaten off with great loss. 'The fleet ad-
vanced more cautiously. D. Fadrique knew that
powerful reinforcements had been raised in Holland,
and was apprehensive that they might have arrived
before him. Having ascertained that this was not the
case, he entered the bay with trumpets sounding, co-
lors flying, and the ships ready for action. The Dutch
vessels also, and the walls and forts, were dressed out
with thenr banners, and streamers hoisted, either to
welcome friends or defy enemies, whichever these new-
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comers might prove to be. The city had been fortified
with great care, according to the best principles of en-
gineering, a science in which no people had at that
time such experience as the Dutch. It was defended
with ninety-two pieces of artillery, and from the new
fort upon the beach they fired red-hot shot. There
were ten ships of war, and eighteen merchantmen, in
the harbor. D. Fadrique, who saw the strength of the
place, and knew that the fleet from Holland must soon
arrive, called a council of war, and proposed to land
three thousand men, and leave the main force of the
expedition on board to intereept the encmy’s succors.
‘The conclusion was that half the army should be land-
ed, and that the fleet should stretch over from Itapa-
gipe to St. Antonio, thus at once blockading the ships
in port and cutting off all supplies.

After some skirmishing the Dutch proposed a capi-
tulation, which was acceded to. The terms were, that
D. Fadrique should give them shipping and stores to
carry them to Holland, safe conduct, and sufficient
arms for their defence upon the way.

The city suffered less at its capture than at its reco-
very. The Dutch came to win the country and to keep
it. It had, therefore, been their policy to preserve
good order, and to conciliate the natives. But the
Spaniards and the Italians of D. Fadrique’s army had
been trained up in all the excesses of a military life.
The Portuguese were not slow in acquiring the vices
of their companions, and soon no place, private or pub-
lic, was safe from their violence.

The Dutch fleet, of thirty-four sail, which had been
so long expected, arrived in May, but put back to sca
at the sight of Spanish colors. Bahia, however, had
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not yet done with the Dutch. Two years after, one
of their fleets, under the command of Heyne, beat into
the harbor against a head wind. 'The governor, Oli-
veira, in apprchension of an attack, had drawn up
under the guns of the fort, the ships which were in the
harbor, sixteen in number—and placed four of the
largest, manned with troops, outermost, as batteries
to protect the rest. Ile then planted forty-two large
battering pieces on shore, intending to sink the vessels
of the invader. Heyne desperately ran his own ship
between the two largest of the enemy’s floating bat-
teries, where none of his fleet could find their way to
him, but where neither the Portuguese from the forts,
nor from the shore, could fire at him without endan-
gering the lives of their own countrymen. In the
course of half an hour he sent one of their batteries to
the bottom; the others immediately struck, and the
twelve smaller vessels could make no resistance. The
Dutch went off in boats, cut their cables, and car-
ried them all out except three of the smallest, which
were empty. They could not, however, get off Heyne’s
ship. She had suffered greatly in the action, and
struck when the tide went out, so that she was order-
ed to be set on fire. Another of the Dutch vessels was
Llown up. In the two they lost above three hundred
men. The next day the admiral inspected his prizes;
the four largest he loaded and sent home to Holland,
four others were added to his own fleet, and the rest
were burned. He remained in the bay four-and-twenty
days.

In 1638, Mauritz, the Count of Nassau, then in full
possession of Pernambuco, and a large portion of the
adjoining coast, attempted to capture Bahia. He
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approached with forty ships, bearing eight thousand
seven hundred men, including seamen and Indians.
He feigned the intent of landing at Itapoan, a league
from the entrance of the bay, but finally stood in, pass-
ed up by the city, and anchored at Itapagipe. The
mouth of the harbor is so wide that no fort could
effectively command it, neither could every part of the
coast be guarded, and this was a point wholly unoccu-
pied. Here Nassau landed his men, and took up his
march towards the town. The garrison consisted of
about two thousand five hundred soldiers, one thou-
sand of whom were from Pernambuco. Unfortunately
dissensions prevailed between the latter and the Ba-
hianos, which well nigh ruined their common cause.
The Dutch erected batteries from which to storm the
city, and the Portuguese threw up redoubts, and even
raised cannon to the tower of the cathedral, with which
to annoy the enemy’s batteries. Operations were car-
ried on without much energy for a month. Notwith-
standing the disadvantages of the besieged, Nassau
met with a warmer reception than he had anticipated.
His foraging parties had been cut off, and his supplies
were running short.  In this juncture he resolved
to storm the city, and bring the siege to an issue.
At seven o’clock in the evening three thousand men
began the assault. They won the fosse, and entrench-
ed themselves there. Then they assaulted the gate.
Here the fight became bloody. The place was so nar-
row that no weapon was discharged in vain; the fire
balls and grenades of the besiegers took full effect;
and the beams and stones which the Portuguese threw
down, fell upon the heads of their assailants. By a

strange oversight the Dutch neglected to give the alarm
D
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at other quarters, and therefore the besieged were able
to bring their whole strength to this point. Some
attacked them in the fosse, others beat them from the
gate. The troops from all the out-works came to the
scene of action. Nassau brought up the rest of his
forces, and the assault became a general battle on
which the result of the siege was staked. The Dutch
gave way, for they fought to disadvantage. Mauritz
gave orders to kill all who fled, and they returned des-
perately to the charge. But it was of no avail; the
Portuguese knew their ground, and had therefore a
confidence in the darkness which their assailants could
not feel ; they had likewise a motive to animate them
which redoubled their exertions, and they beat the
enemy back.

The Dutch revenged themselves with disgraceful
cruelty for this defeat. They explored the reconcave
in their light vessels, and whenever they could surprise
an unprotected house, they put all to the sword. The
besiegers continued to fire upon the city, doing but
little harm; they themselves suffering severely at the
same time from the fire of the besieged. After a week
of this sullen perseverance, they abandoned their posts
and departed, leaving behind a part of their stores.
Their loss was estimated at two thousand men.

These wars assumed vast importance in view of
the bearing they have had upon the destinies of the
world. Never was a contest between rival powers
carried on with means so disproportioned to its ob-
jects. Nations were here contending for an empire
not less in extent than the whole of civilized Eu-
rope, and all the forces employed on both sides
never amounted to fifteen thousand men. From this
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period Bahia enjoyed quietness, and continued to 1m-
prove for a great number of years without any re-
verses. Various events, however, transpired, which it
may be interesting to mention.

In 1671, as a result of heavy rains, there occurred
a destructive slide from the summit of the bluff, which
precipitated a large quantity of earth upon the lower
town, destroying houses, burying thirty persons alive,
and filling up half of the Praya. The city fathers, in
representing this disaster to the king, state that the
Church of the Conception would also have been de-
stroyed, but for a special miracle of the Holy Sacra-
ment and the Virgin. 'The burden of their grief was
not that thirty persons lost their lives, but that these
persons died without confession, it being impossible to
succor them, as the accident occurred in the night.
Similar slides have frequently occurred in the history
of Bahia, notwithstanding the expenditure of immense
sums in endeavoring to prevent them.

In 1686 Bahia, together with Pernambuco and the
intervening country, was visited with a destructive
pest denominated the bicha. 'This pest was gencrally
believed to have originated with a cargo of putrid
meat, which arrived at Pernambuco from the island of
St. Thomas. A person opening one of the barrels fell
instantly dead. 'The contagion spread itself with such
fatal rapidity to the city and its suburbs, that in a few
days two thousand persons perished. This terrible
disorder reached Bahia with the first news of it, and
some days not less than two hundred there died. Most
of the victims died on the day the disease attacked
them, and few survived the ninth day. The symptoms
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were fever, stagnation of the blood, delirium, and vo-
mitings of blood.

This is the only instance I have seen recorded in the
history of the country of any similar pest. The plague
and the Asiatic cholera have never desolated Brazil.
Although many causes exist in some of the cities fa-
vorable to pestilential diseases, yet the gencral salu-
brity of the air, and equability of the temperature, are
in the highest degree conducive to health. Accioli
mentions that three years before this dreadful visitation,
a Jesuit astrologist, by the name of Kstancel, on ac-
count of two eclipses which occurred near each other,
had prognosticated that great calamities were about to
fall upon the country. The appearance of this pest
established with many his credit as a soothsayer.

When suffering under this affliction, the people, by
advice of their captain-general, resolved to assemble
together and make choice of a patron saint for the city,
who, on the present and other similar occasions, might
obtain favors and mercies for them at the hand of the
Lord. They accordingly met and spent the day toge-
ther at the Jesuits’ college. Their choice fell upon St.
Francis Xavier; whereupon they carried out his image
in solemn procession through the town. But in order
that his intercessions might be availing, it was not only
necessary for them to promise the new padroeiro an
annual festa, with a procession; but also to secure an
approval of their act severally from the king, the pope,
and the archbishop. Such approvals, however, were in
course of time obtained.

I subjoin that from the king of Portugal, as a rare
and curious document:
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I, the King, make known, that having respect to
what has been represented to me by the Camara My-
nicipal of the city of Bahia, that during the pest which
has recently raged in that city, the citizens and people
have selected for their protector and patron saint St.
Francis Xavier, the glorious apostle of the east, mak-
Ing a vow and a promise, that annually, on the 10th
day of May (the day on which the choice was made)
they would celebrate a feast in his honor with a pro-
cession ; and since their vows and promises have no
validity without my approbation, they have besought
me to pass an order of approval to their act, and also
to provide for the expense of said festa. Wherefore,
having considered the whole subject, I have been
pleased to approve of the selection of that glorious
apostle of the east, St. Francis Xavier, as a patron
saint for Bahia, and also to approve of the vows by
which the inhabitants have promised to solemnize the
10th of May, annually, with a procession in his honor.
Moreover, I order that the officers of said Camara
fulfil their promise, and that the provedor of the Co-
marca pay the expenses which shall annually be made
in the said procession; and that my governor, captain-
general, and other officers, comply with this order, and
cause it to be complied with without any hesitation.

“THe King,
““ Lisbon, 3d March, 1687.”

The procession thus established, was annually cele-
brated up to 1828.

In 1690, under the government of Luiz Gonzalves
da Camara Coutinho, considerable improvements were

made in the agriculture of the country. Pepper and
VoL. I1.—6 D2
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cinnamon from India were introduced into Brazil, and
distributed to various provinces. The barbarity and
sanguinary cruelty with which many slaves in the pro-
vince were treated, caused the king of Portugal to
issue an order in 1700, for the punishment of masters
who had been guilty of certain excesses, and enjoining
more humane conduct in future.

In 1711 this coast was infested by pirates, whose
object was to intercept the gold exported from the
mines. Government found it necessary to keep a
man-of-war on the coast to protect its shipping; and
for the support of the cruizer, levied an impost of ten
per cent. on goods imported. This last circumstance
gave rise to a mob, which the governor of Bahia was
unable to quell. In this juncture the archbishop
brought the “arms of religion” to bear in support of
law and order. Surrounded by his canons and the
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