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PREFACE.

HrrnerTo no work exclusively on Brazil, has
1ssued from the Awmerican press. Respecting no
other country of equal extent and importance, are
our means of information so limited. Among
English books on that country, there are none of
very recent date; nor is there any one, the writer
of which personally visited more than two or
three of the eighteen provinces of the Empire.*

These circumstances, combined with solici-
tations from various quarters, have induced the
author of the present work to submit to the pub-
lic, reminiscences of about two and a half years’
residence and travels in that interesting portion
of South America, in connection with historical
and geographical sketches of the country. His
attention while there, was primarily directed to
the important subjects of Morality, Education,
and Religion, which, as a Christian missionary, it
was his business to investigate fully. Having
spent some time in each of the principal maritime

* Vide Appendix A.
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cities and provinces, he necessarily became ac-
quainted with the present state of things in Brazil,
such as it has become since the repeated and
extreme changes of government, through which
that country has passed within the last thirty years.

This state of things he has endeavored to
portray in his narrative, introducing at the same
time those facts from the past history of Brazil,
which are instructive, with reference to its present
condition.

Southey’s history, and its continuation by Mr.
Armitage, have been freely consulted for historical
data. The author is happy to acknowledge his
indebtedness to the manuscript notes and journals
of his esteemed colleague the Rev. Justin Spaul-
ding, who resided about six years at Rio de
Janeiro; and likewise to various memoirs and
discourses, read before the recently established
Geographical and Historical Institute of that city.

He has made extensive references to the reports
of Presidents of provinces, to official documents,
to Brazilian authors, and, in short, to all the most
vecent and authentic sources of information, re-
specting every part of the Empire.

The preparation of this work, especially amid
other engrossing duties, has not been without 1its
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PREFACE. 1X

difficulties. Any, however, who are acquainted
with the embarrassments met with in Brazil,
whenever full and accurate information is desired
respecting what is not actually under one’s own
observation, will be prepared to extend all needful
lenity to imperfections that may appear.

Although unanticipated delays have occurred in
issuing the work, yet on the whole they are not
to be regretted, since they have enabled the
writer, through the aid of correspondents and the
consultation  of recent documents, to extend his
notices of the country through a period of nearly
seven years, bringing them down to the date of
publication.

In closing this prefatory notice, the author
takes pleasure in acknowledging the many kind
and hospitable attentions which he received while
in Brazil from his countrymen, and also from
other gentlemen of different nations.

Nor can he in justice withhold an expression
of obligation to the late Secretary of State, the
Hon. Mr. Upshur, for an opportunity of examining
valuable documents relating to Brazil, contained
in the National archives at Washington. It is
equally incumbent upon the author, and no less
pleasing to him, to acknowledge the repeated
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favors he has received during the preparation of l
this work from the Hon. Chevalier de Lisboa, |

Brazilian Minister to the United States, and from

o

Senhor Luiz Henrique Ferreira d’Aguiar, Bra-
zilian Consul-General for the United States,

| residing in this city.

New York, May, 1845.
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SKETCHES OF BRAZIL.

CHAPTER I

Rio de Janeiro.—Position of the harbor.—Character of the scenery.—
Aspect and summary view of the town.—Its inhabitants.—First set-
tlement by the French.—Disastrous issue.—Contests between the
Portuguese and French.—Founding of St. Sebastian.—Melancholy
specimen of intolerance.

Rio pE JANEIRO, like but few other cities, is at
once the commercial emporium and the political capi-
tal of its nation. While Brazil embraces a greater
territorial dominion than any other country of the
New World, together with natural advantages second
to those of but few countries on the globe, the posi-
tion, the scenery, and the increasing magnitude of
its capital, render that a metropolis worthy of the em-
pire. Rio de Janeiro is the largest city of South
America, and boasts an antiquity greater than that
of any existing town of the United States.

Just within the borders of the southern torrid zone,
the harbor on which this city is located opens, by a
bold and narrow passage, between two granite moun-
tains, into the wide-rolling Atlantic. Its entrance is
so safe to the navigator, as to render the guidance
of a pilot unnecessary. So commanding, however, is
the position of various fortresses at the mouth of that

harbor, and upon its islands and heights, that, if pro-
19




20 HARBOR OF RIO.

perly constructed, and efficiently manned, they might
defy the hostile ingress of the proudest navies of the
globe.

Quietly retired within a circle of mountains, lies
this magnificent bay of Nitherohy, or the Hidden
Water. Here the wanderer of the seas may moor
his bark upon a sure anchorage, within hearing of
the roar of the ocean surf, but safe from its agitation.
Around him ride the flag-ships of England, of France,
of the United States, and sometimes those of Russia,
of Portugal, and of Austria. A short distance farther
to leeward lies the merchant fleet, combining a still
greater variety of flags, and indicating a diversity of
interests as wide as the space that separates their
several nations.

Liberty can scarcely afford greater delight to the
prisoner, nor home to the exile, than does the sight
of land to the tempest-tossed voyager. When the
broad blue circle of sea and sky which has for days
and weeks, and perhaps for months encompassed his
vision, is at length broken by a shore, even though
that shore be barren and desolate, every object upon
it is invested with surpassing interest. 'The very ice
mountains of the Arctics are robed with charms when
thus viewed, free from apprehensions of danger. How
much more the scenery of the tropics, with its tow-
ering and crested palms, its golden fruits, and its
giant vegetation arrayed in fadeless green.

The first entrance of an individual into such a
harbor as that of Rio de Janeiro deserves to form an
era in his existence; for he must be a dull observer
of nature who would not thenceforward cherish sub-
limer views of the beauty and variety of creation, as
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well as higher conceptions of the power and greatness
of the Creator.

Does the atheist here presume to mock at Him
who ¢brought forth the mountains?” The Sugar
Loaf, the Corcovado, the Gavia, and their neighboring
heights, frown upon him in awful majesty, and the
tall Organ peaks, which skirt the northern horizon,
point* to heaven in silent but emphatic rebuke. Does
he desire to have his dark mind illuminated by some
faint similitude of the ¢ light inapproachable,” in which
Jehovah dwells? Let him open his eyes upon the
resplendence of a vertical sun, enhanced by an at-
mosphere of unrivaled transparency, and multiplied
by a thousand reflections from the mirrored waters,
the white sanded beach, the polished foliage, and the
unclouded sky. Does he wish to obtain an idea of
that Being who ‘“maketh the clouds his chariot, who
walketh upon the wings of the wind?” Let him listen
to the sudden thundergust that comes bursting and
pealing down the mountains, or hurrying before the
tempest from the sea. Let him gaze upon the black-
ening heavens rent with lightnings, and await the
clash and conflict of the agitated elements, and he
shall shrink within himself, and ask God to defend
him. Thenceforward, with the Christian, he may see
the propriety and beauty of the exclamations of the
Psalmist, ¢ Praise ye the ILord from the heavens,
praise him in the heights, praise ye him sun and moon,
praise him all ye stars of light! Fire and hail,
stormy wind, fulfilling his word, mountains, and all
hills, fruitful trees, and all cedars, kings of the earth,

* They are sometimes called the finger mountains, from their im-
agined resemblance to a human hand.
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22 VIEW OF THE TOWN.

and all people, both young men and maidens, old men
and children, let them praise the name of the Lord,
for his name is alone excellent, his glory is above the
earth and heaven.”

The aspect which Rio de Janeiro presents to the
beholder bears no resemblance to the compacted brick
walls, the dingy roofs, the tall chimneys, and the gen-
erally even sites of our northern cities. 'The surface
of the town is diversified by several ranges of hills
which shoot off in irregular spurs from the neighbor-
ing mountains, leaving between them flat intervals of
greater or less width. Along the bases of these hills
and up their sides, stand rows of buildings whose
whitened walls and red-tiled roofs, are both in happy
contrast with the deep green of the foliage that always
surrounds and often embowers them.

Upon the most prominent height, the Morro do Cas-
tello, which directly overlooks the mouth of the har-
bor, stands the tall signal staff, on which a telegraph
announces the nation, class, and position of every ves-
sel that appears in the offing. Passing above this to a
parallel between the Ponta do Calabougo, and the Ilha
das Cobras, the older and denser part of the town
appears in sight.

Adopting the phraseology of the country, this might
be denominated the city of palaces. The Emperor
has two—the first immediately in front of the general
landing-place, which was anciently occupied by the
viceroys of Portugal, but is now only occasionally
occupied by the Emperor on gala or court days—the
second and more splendid one, is about five miles dis-
tant, in a suburb denominated St. Christopher’s. In
this the imperial family have their permanent resi-
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dence. A bird’s-eye view of the whole metropolis will
bring to our observation also the palace of the National
Assembly or House of Deputies, the palace of the
Senate, the palacete of the Campo da Honra, the
palace of the Municipality, and the palace of the dio-
cesan Bishop. Among other important edifices are
the Naval and Military Arsenals and Academies, Quar-
ters for troops, the Custom-House and Consulado,
offices of the National Government and of the Police,
Prisons, and Halls of Justice, an ancient College of
the Jesuits, now converted into an Academy of Medi-
cine, an Academy of the Fine Arts, a National Libra-
ry, and a National Museum.

For religious purposes there are two monasteries
and two nunneries, an imperial chapel, a cathedral,
about fifty churches and chapels of various names and
magnitude, two public and three private hospitals, and
two cemeteries.

Where the surface admits of it, the city is regularly
divided by streets, intersecting each other at right
angles ; but in many places along the sea beach, and
the declivities of hills, there is only room for a single
winding street. In a very airy portion of the town,
fully open to the regular sea breezes, lies the Passeio
Publico, or public promenade, a spot adorned and
beautified according to its importance as a general re-
sort for recreation. Several squares, or commons, of
different dimensions, also appear in other parts of the
town. Fountains are met with in every direction,
some of them beautifully constructed with facades of
granite. 'These supply all the inhabitants with pure
and running water, brought by acqueducts from the
adjacent mountains.




24 1TS INHABITANTS.

From the central portion of the city, the suburbs
extend about four miles in each of three principal
directions. Within this wide extent are the residences

and the business establishments of the different classes
and individuals that compose a population of about two
hundred thousand.

Here dwell a large part of the nobility of the na-
tion, and, for a considerable portion of the year, the
representatives of the different provinces, the ministers
of state, the foreign ambassadors and consuls, and a
commingled populace of native Brazilians and for-
eigners, including, among other kindreds and tongues,
those of the Chinaman, the African, and the abo-
riginal South American. But what, in the popular
estimation, confers greatest distinction upon Rio, 1s
the residence in it of the young Emperor, Don Pedro
II., and his imperial sister, Donna Januaria. This
family unites the royal blood of Portugal and of Aus-
tria. and is assuredly heir to a peculiar destiny.

After all that we can say of the natural scenery and
the beauties of art abounding in any country, it must
be confessed that human existence, with its weal or
woe, involves the deepest interest. And there are but !
few travellers who do not feel that they can but poorly
accomplish their task of delineating the present, with-
out throwing in some sketches of the history of the |
past as introductory to the scenes and events which
they may have witnessed.

The first settlement in this harbor was commenced
by the French as early as 1595. The leader of the
expedition was Nicholas Durand de Villegagnon, a
man of considerable abilities and of some distinction ‘
in the French naval service. 'This individual had the
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address, in the outset, to secure the patronage of Co-
ligny, the admiral of France, an illustrious statesman
and distinguished friend of the Protestants. He pro-
posed to found an asylum for the persecuted Hugue-
nots. The admiral’s influence secured to him a re-
spectable number of colonists. The French court was
disposed to view with no small satisfaction the plan of
founding a colony, after the example of the Portuguese
and Spaniards.

Henry IL., the reigning king, furnished three small
vessels, of which Villegagnon took the command, and
sailed from Havre de Grace. A gale of wind occurred
while they were yet on the coast, and obliged them
to put into Dieppe, which they accomplished with
considerable difficulty. By this time many of the ar-
tificers, soldiers, and noble adventurers, had become
sick of the sea, and abandoned the expedition as soon
as they got on shore. To this desertion its ultimate
failure may in a great measure be imputed.

After a long and perilous voyage Villegagnon en-
tered the bay of Nitherohy, and commenced fortifying
a small island near the entrance, now denominated
Lage, and occupied by a fort. His fortress, however,
being of wood, could not resist the action of the water
at flood tide, and he was obliged to remove farther
upward to an island now called Villegagnon, where
he built a fort, at first named in honor of his patron,
Coligny. This expedition was well planned, and the

| place for a colony fitly chosen. The native tribes
! were hostile to the Portuguese, but had long traded
amicably with the French. Some hundreds of them
assembled on the shore at the arrival of the vessels,

| kindled bonfires in token of their joy, and offered
Vovr. [—4 C
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every thing they possessed to these allies, who had
come to defend them against the Portuguese. Such
a reception inspired the French with the idea that
the continent was already their own, and they de-
nominated it La Irance Antarctique.

On the return of the vessels to Europe for a new
supply of colonists, considerable zeal was awakened
for the establishment of the reformed religion in these
remote parts. The church of Geneva became in-
terested in the object, and sent two ministers and
fourteen students, who determined to brave all the
hardships of an unknown chimate, and of a new mode
of life, in the cause. As the sitnation of the Protest-
ants in France was any thing but happy, the combined
motive of seeking deliverance from oppression, and
the advancement of their faith, appears to have pre-
vailed extensively, and induced many to embark. One
writer remarks,—¢ There was, therefore, every reason
to hope that the Reformation would take root here,
and fill the south as well as the north with a Pro-
testant people.” But misfortunes scemed to attend
every step of the enterprise. At Harflenr, the Catho-
lic populace rose against the colonists, and after
losing one of their best officers in a conflict, the lat-
ter were obliged to seek safety in retreat. They had
a tedious voyage, suffering at one time from a violent
storm; and having nearved the Brazilian coast, had a
slight encounter with the Portuguese. However, they
were received by Villegagnon with apparent cordiality,
and effectual operations began to be undertaken
for their establishment. But it was not long before
some untoward circumstances occured which developed
the real and villainous character of their leader. Vil-
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legagnon, under pretence of changing his religion, and
returning to the true faith, commenced a series of
persecutions. Those who had come to Antarctic France
to enjoy liberty of conscience, found their condition
worse than before. They were subjected to abusive
treatment and great hardships. This unnatural de-
fection consummated the premature ruin of the colony.
The colonists demanded leave to return, which was
granted, but in a vessel so badly furnished that some
refused to embark, and the majority, who persisted,
endured the utmost misery of famine. Villegagnon
had given them a box of letters, wr apped in sere cloth,
as was the custom. Among them was one directed to
the chief magistrate of whatever port they might ar-
rive at, in which this worthy friend of the Guises de-
nounced the men whom he had invited out to Brazil,
to enjoy the peaceable exercise of the reformed re-
ligion, as heretics worthy of the stake. The magis-
trates of Hennebonne, where they landed, happened to
favor the Reformation, and thus the maglignity of
Villegagnon was frustrated, and his treachery exposed.
Of those who had feared to trust themselves to a ves-
sel so badly stored, and so unfit for the voyage, three
were put to death by this persecutor. Others of the
Huguenots fled from him to the Portuguese, where
they were compelled to apostatize, and profess a re-
ligion which they disbelicved.

To illustrate the extremity to which those on their
homeward voyage were reduced by famine, we give
the words of one of the sufferers: ¢ After having de-
voured all the leather in our vessel, even to the cover-
ing of the trunks, we thought ourselves approaching
to the last moment of our life; but necessity suggested
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to some one the idea of pursuing the rats and mice ;
and we had the greater hope of taking them easily,
because, having no more crumbs, nor any thing to
devour, they ran in great numbers through the vessel,
dying from hunger. We pursued them so carefully,
and by so many kinds of snares, that very few re-
mained. Even in the night we sought them with our
eyes open, like cats. A rat was more valued than an
ox on land. The extremity was such that nothing
remained but Brazil wood, the dryest of all woods,
which many, however, in their despair attempted to
chew. Carguilleray du Pont, our leader, holding out
one day a piece in his mouth, said to me, with a deep
sigh, ‘Alas! my friend, I have due to me in France
the sum of four thousand livres; and would to God
that, after giving a discharge for the whole, T held
in my hand a pennyworth of bread and a single glass
of wine!”” Several died of hunger; and they had
begun to form the resolution of devouring cach other,
when land appeared in view. They arrived just 1In
time to undeceive a body of Flemish adventurers ready
to embark for Brazil, and also about ten thousand
Frenchmen, who would have cmigrated, if the object
of Coligny in founding his colony had not thus been
wickedly betrayed.

Though the Portuguese were so jealous of the Bra-
zilian trade that they treated all interlopers as pirates,
yet, by some oversight, they permitted this French co-
lony to remain four years unmolested ; and, had it not
been for the treachery of Villegagnon to his own party,
Rio de Janeiro would probably have been, at this day,
the capital of a French colony.

The Jesuits were well aware of this danger, and
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Nobrega, their chief and provincial, at length succeed-
ed in rousing the court of Lisbon. A messenger was
commanded to discover the state of the French fortifi-
cations. On the ground of his report, orders were
despatched to Mem de Sa Barreto, governor of the
colony, and resident at San Salvador, to attack and
expel the intruders who remained. Iaving fitted out
two vessels of war and several mer chantmen, the gov-
ernor, taking the command in person, embarked, ac-
companied by Nobrega as his prime counsellor. They
appeared off the bar at Rio early in 1560, with the
intention of surprising the island at the dead of night.
Being espied by the sentinels, their plan was foiled.
The French immediately made ready for defence, for-
sook their ships, and, with eight hundred native archers,
retired to their forts.

Mem de Sa now discovered that he was in want of
canoes and small craft, and of men who knew the har-
bor. Nobrega was sent to San Vicente to solicit the
requisite aid. Ie soon despatched a fleet of canoes
and boats, manned by Portuguese, Mamalucos, and na-
tives—men who knew the coast, and who were inured
to warfare with the Tupinambas and the Tamoyos,
tribes allied to the French. With this reinforcement
Mem de Sa won the landing-place, and routing the
French from their most important holds, so intimidated
them, that, under cover of the night, they fled, some to
their ships, and some to the main land.

The Portuguese not being strong enough to keep
the position they had taken, demolished the works, and
carricd off the artillery and stores which they found.
A short time after this, new wars, made by the native

tribes, broke out against them, and were prosecuted at
g2
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different points with great ferocity for several years.
In the meantime, the French recovered strength and
influence at Rio. Preparations were again made to
extirpate them. A party of Portuguese and friendly
Indians, under the command of a Jesuit appointed by
Nobrega, landed near the base of the Sugar Loaf, and
taking a position now known as Praya Vermelha,
maintained a series of indecisive skirmishes with their
enemies for more than a year. Occasionally, when
successful, they would sing in triumphant hope a verse
from the Scriptures, saying, * The bows of the mighty
are broken,” &c. Well might they call the bows of
the Tamoyos mighty; for an arrow sent by one of
them would fasten a shield to the arm that held it, and
sometimes would pass through the body, and continue
its way with such force as to pierce a tree, and hang
quivering in the trunk.

Nobrega at length came to the camp, and at his
summons Mem de Sa again appeared with all the suc-
cors he could raise at San Salvador. All was made
ready, and the attack deferred forty-eight hours, in or-
der to take place on St. Sebastian’s day. The auspi-
cious morning came, that of January 20, 1567. 'The
stronghold of the French was stormed. Not one of the
Tamoyos cscaped. Two Frenchmen were killed, and
five, being made prisoners, were hung, according’to
the ferocious system of warfare then pursued by the
Europeans in America. Another fortification was also
carried, but most of the French escaped by means of
their vessels in the harbor, leaving their allies in total
defeat.

Southey most justly remarks, never was a war, in
which so little exertion had been made, and so little
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force employed on both sides, attended by consequences
so important. The French court was too busy in burn-
ing and massacreing Huguenots to think of Brazil, and
Coligny, after his generous plans had been ruined by
the villainous treachery of Villegagnon, regarded the
colony no longer—the day for emigration from his coun-
try was over, and they who should have colonized Rio
de Janciro were bearing arms against a bloody and
implacable enemy, in defence of every thing dear to
man. Portugal was almost as inattentive to Brazil;
so that few and unaided as were the Antarctic French,
yet had Mem de Sa been less earnest in his duty, or
Nobrega less able and less indefatigable in his opposi-
tion, the former would have retained their place, and
perhaps the entire country have this day been French.

Immediately after his victory, the governor, confor-
mably to his instructions, traced out a new city, which
he named St. Sebastian, in honor of the saint under
whose patronage the field was won, and also of the king
of the mother country. He began at the same time to
fortify both sides of the bar. 'The whole of the works
were completed by the Indians, under direction of their
spiritual guides, and without any expense to the state.
In the midst of the city he assigned the Jesuits ground
for a college, and in the King’s name endowed it, for
the support of fifty brethren, a donation which they had
well deserved, and which was ratified at Lisbon the
ensuing year. 'The Alcaide Mor (mayor) of the new
city was put in possession of his office with all the
usual formalities. The governor gave him the keys
of the gates, upon which he went in, locked them, and
the two wickets also, and bolted them, the governor
remaining without. The alcaide then called out to
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him, asking who he was, and if he wished to enter.
The governor replied that he was the commander of
that city of St. Sebastian, and that, in the king’s name,
he would come in. The gates were then opened, in
acknowledgment of his authority as commander of that
city and fortress of the king of Portugal.

In connexion with the event just narrated, there re-
nains on record a melancholy proof of the cruelty of
intolerance. According to the annals of the Jesuits,
Mem de Sa stained the foundations of his city with in-
nocent blood. ¢ Among the Huguenots who had been
compelled to fly from Villegagnon’s persecution was
one John Boles, a man of considerable learning, being
well versed both in Greek and Hebrew. Luiz de Gram
caused him to be apprehended, with three of his com-
rades, one of whom feigned to become a Catholic—the
others were cast into prison; and there Boles had re-
mained eight years when he was sent for to be martyr-
cd at Rio de Janeiro, for the sake of terrifying his
countrymen, if any should be lurking in those parts.
The Jesuits boast that Anchieta convinced him of his
errors, and reconciled him to the holy Catholic church;
but the story which they relate seems to show that he
had been tempted to apostatize by a promise that his
life should be spared, or at least that his death should
be made less cruel; for when he was brought out to
the place of execution, and the executioner bungled in
his bloody office, Anchicta hastily interfered, and in-
structed him how to despatch a heretic as speedily as
possible—fearing, it is said, lest he should become 1m-
patient, being an obstinate man, and newly reclaimed,
and that thus his soul would be lost. 'The priest who
in any way accelerates the execution of death is thereby

Poe enaaaetie
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suspended from his office; but the biographer of An-
chieta enumerates this as one of the virtuous actions of
his life.”

Happily, such scenes no longer occur; and in no Ro-
man Catholic country does there prevail less of their

spirit at the present time than at Rio de Janeiro.
Vor. .—5
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CHAPTER II.

Early state and prosperity of Rio.—Attack of the French under Du
Clerc.—Their defeat.—Expedition of Duguay Trouin.—Improve-
ments under the Viceroys.—Arrival of the Royal Family of Portu-
gal.—Rapid political changes.—Departure of Don John VL.

DurING about one hundred and forty years from the
time of its foundation, the city of San Sebastian en-
joyed a state of tranquil prosperity. This quietness
was happily in contrast with the turbulent spirit of the
age, and especially with the condition of the principal
towns and colonies of Brazil; nearly all of which, dur-
ing the period referred to, had been attacked by either
the English, the Dutch, or the French. In this inter-
val the population and commerce of the place much

increased.

At the commencement of the eighteenth century the
principal gold mines of the interior were discovered by
the Paulistas. These gave the name of Minas Geraes
to a large inland province, which became then, as it
still remains, tributary to the port of Rio de Janeiro.
Gold digging was found to produce here, effects similar
to those which resulted from it in the Spanish countries.
Agriculture was nearly abandoned, the price of slaves
hecame enormous, and the general prosperity of the
country retrograded, while every one who could, rushed
to the mines, in hope of speedily enriching himself.
Even the governor of Rio, forgetful of his official cha-
racter and obligations, went there and engaged with
avidity in the search for treasure. The fame of these
golden discoveries sounded abroad, and awakened the

_——a——m—a——_
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cupidity of the French, who sent a squadron, command-
ed by M. Du Clerc, with the intent of capturing Rio.
This squadron appeared off the coast in 1710, but
dared not enter the bay, lest the forts should give it too
warm-a reception. Du Clere, in the course of a few
days, landed one thousand men at the bar of Guaratibi,
an uninhabited spot about forty miles below the mouth
of the harbor, and marched them, under the guidance
of two captured negroes, into the city. So little effort
was made to impede his progress, that his troops passed
a night undisturbed on an old sugar plantation of the
Jesuits, which is now one of the principal suburbs of
the town, called Engenho Velho. The governor had
taken his position near the centre of what is now called
the old city (Cidade Velha.) He entrenched himself in
a square occupied at present by the church of the Ro-
sary; his right wing resting on the hill of the Concep-
tion, and his left on that of St. Anthony. Notwith-
standing he had at his command eight thousand troops,
besides armed negroes and mulattoes, and six hundred
Indian archers, yet he suffered the enemy to penetrate
the town without any effectual resistance. The French
found it easy to pass round the hill of St. Anthony, and
by way of the Ajuda to throw themselves into the heart
of the city, where they divided into two bodies; the one
proceeding toward the palace, the other toward the
convent of St. Benedict. The imbecile governor, who
was now forced to act, succeeded with his troops in en-
tirely overpowering the enemy. Two hundred of the
French fell in the attack, as many more were mas-
sacred in the streets, and two hundred and fifty were
wounded. 'T'he survivors, with their commander, were
cast into prison.
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Du Clerc was first lodged in the Jesuits’ college, and
afterwards in fort St. Sebastian; but he at length ob-
tained permission to take a house, where, about six
months after his surrender, he was one morning found
dead, having been murdered during the night.

The details of his assassination were not inquired
into. In was supposed to have been the work of pri-
vate vengeance; nevertheless, the French considered
the government to have sanctioned it, in their neglect
to punish the perpetrators.

Although the temerity of Du Clerc’s enterprise was
obviously sufficient to have ruined it, yet France was
not slow to resent the inhumanity with which her men
had been treated.

M. Duguay Trouin, one of the ablest naval officers
of the times, sought permission to revenge his country-
men. Individuals were found ready to incur the ex-
penses of the outfit, in prospect of the speculation.
'The project was approved by government, and an im-
mense naval force was placed at Trouin’s disposal.

When the squadron arrived in the latitude of Bahia
the commander called a council of war, and would have
attacked that city, but it was found that through delay
on the passage from contrary winds, their supply of
water was running short. 'The fleet continued upon
the voyage, and arrived at Rio de Janeiro on the 12th
of September, 1711.

Portugal had anticipated this attack, and sent out a
reinforcement ; but through the imbecility of the com-
mander, it proved of no avail. Under cover of a dense
fog the I'rench ships entered the harbor, although in
passing the forts they lost three hundred men.

During the next night the French admiral advanced
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his bomb-ships, and on the following morning, at day-
break, took possession of the Ilha das Cobras, a small
island, separated by only a narrow channel from the
city. Ilere he erected batteries and landed his troops.
Meantime the governor, Francisco de Castro, pursued
the same senseless course he had adopted the year pre-
vious. With a regular force double that of the enemy,
he remained in the same position he had taken up
against Du Clere, who attacked him from the opposite
quarter. Without the slightest effort to oppose them,
he quictly looked on, while the French pillaged houses
and carried off cattle within musket shot of the town.
This governor seems to have acted without plan of any
kind, without abilities and without courage, waiting for
what might happen, and thereby putting every thing in
the enemy’s power.

Trouin, on the other hand, was no less conscious of
his own weakness than of his strength. He saw that
it was impossible with his limited force to prevent the
inhabitants from removing their effects to the moun-
tains, and that to engage in a street war would be to
secure his own destruction. He therefore demanded
an unconditional surrender of the town; but the gover-
nor, who was prompt in word, if not in deed, sent back
a spirited refusal. In the meantime Duguay Trouin
reconnoitred the points of attack, and prepared every
thing for a gencral assault the following morning.
Five Portuguese ships were anchored near the Bene-
dictine convent, in a situation convenient for receiving
the troops who were to make the attack in this quarter.
As soon as night closed these troops were embarked in
boats, that they might get on board the vessels as si-

lently as possible. A storm came on, the boats were
D
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Jescried amid the flashes of the lightning, and the Portu-
guese poured on them a heavy fire of musketry. This
occasioned the commander to alter his plan. e had
brought up two ships to support his batteries, and had
given orders that when they heard a piece fired from
his station they should all open upon the town.

Seeing his boats in danger, he now fired the signal
with his own hand, and the cannonade opened at once.
It continned during the whole night; the storm and
the thunder and lightning continuing also. Several
houses were set on fire by the shells, and the massive
walls of the Benedictine convent were riddled by the
shot, the marks of which remain to this day.

Says a French writer—* The simultancous roar of
the cannon and the thunder, rendered more terrible by
the repeated echoes of the surrounding mountains ; the
mingled glare of the batteries and the lightnings, filled
the inhabitants with terror, as though heaven, earth
and hell had broken loose upon them at once.”

Nevertheless the people had an alternative.  The
wild mountains of Tejuca were accessible, and only a
few miles distant. To these and the neighboring
country they fled—men, women, and children, during
one of the most tremendous nights ever known, even
in a country so liable to storms. Expecting every mo-
ment that the assault would be made, the troops caught
the panic, and in the morning, when Duguay Trouin
was preparing to storm the place, the aid-de-camp of
Du Clerc made his appearance, and told him he might
enter without resistance, for the city was his own.
Fire had been set to some of the richest magazines, by
the governor’s order, and mines had been laid under
the forts of the Benedictines and Jesuits, but in both
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places explosion was prevented, and the French took
possession of their easy conquest without delay. They
found their countrymen already gathering the first
fruits. About five hundred of Du Cler¢’s men were
still living ; they had broken out of prison in the confu-
sion of the night, and had fallen to the spoil. Some of
the imhabitants had shown them kindness during their
unprisonment, and it ought not to be forgotten that
amid the general sack which ensued, the houses of
these persons were marked, and faithfully preserved
from pillage. Other excesses, however, it was 1mpos-
sible to restrain; the patrols established to prevent them
were themselves foremost in the woric of plunder. By
the next morning three-fourths of the dwellings and
warehouses had been broken open. Wine, provisions,
furniture, stores, and goods of every kind, were thrown
together pell-mell into the mud of the streets, and had
the Portuguese known how to profit by the opportunity
ofiered them, they might a second time have taken am-
ple vengeance upon their invaders. 'Trouin shot some
of his men, but this summary example was not suffi-
cient to counterbalance the temptations presented to
others, so that he found that the only way of preserving
order was to keep them at work depositing in the ma-
gazines such goods as it was intended to carry away.
The governor, De Castro, had entrenched himself
about a league from the city, where he awaited a re-
inforcement from the mines. Duguay Trouin now per-
ceived in how ecritical a situation he would soon be if
he continued too long in a place where he had found
but a small store of provisions, and where sufficient
could not be procured without difficulty and danger.
He therefore informed the governor that unless the city




40 DUGUAY TROUIN.

were immediately ransomed, he would burn it to the
ground. After some skirmishing and parleying, six
hundred thousand cruzados, about four hundred thou-
sand dollars, were offered and accepted as the ransom
of the town; the inhabitants having the liberty of re-
deeming their own goods. Soon after this agreement
was made a large body of troops arrived from the
mines, in aid of De Castro, but no further hostilities
ensued.

The French commander punished with death every
man detected in plundering any of the church-plate ;
but having collected together all he could find, he en-
trusted it to the care of the Jesuits, who, he said, were
the only ecclesiastics in that city, that had appeared
worthy of his confidence.

Having received his last payment, and sent on board
all the moveable plunder, he re-embarked on the fourth
of November, with the full intention of laying Bahia
under similar contribution. But the winds were
against him; and after having struggled with them
nearly six weeks, he found it necessary to bear away
for France while he had provisions for the voyage.

The actual delay proved fatal to two of his squad-
ron, which, in the dreadful weather they encountered
on their way home, went down with twelve hundred
men on board. One of them was commanded by the
Chevalier de Courserac, who had led the way into the
harbor of Rio. It was the finest ship in the squad-
ron, and for that reason contained the most valu-
able part of the booty ; besides gold and silver to the
value of six hundred thousand livres. A third vessel
was driven to Cayenne, and sunk there at anchor.
Notwithstanding these losses, there remained to the
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adventurers a profit of ninety-two per cent. upon the
capital they had risked in the outfit.

The people of Rio were so dissatisfied with their
governor’s conduct, that they would not suffer him to
coutinue in his office. As soon as the calamity was
known at Lisbon, Francisco de Tivora was sent out
to supersede him. The unfortunate De Castro was
brought to trial for cowardice, &c., and at length sen-
tenced to degradation and perpetual imprisonment in
one of the forts of India. This seemed hard, espe-
cially since he pursued the same course as in the former
year, when having been successful his faults were
overlooked.

From the time that Duguay Trouin’s squadron
weighed anchor on their homeward voyage, no hostile
fleet has ever entered the harbor of Rio de Janeiro.
Great changes, however, have taken place in the con-
dition of that city.

In 1763 it superseded Bahia as the seat of govern-
ment, and became the residence of the Viceroys of
Portugal.

The more substantial improvements of the capital
were undertaken at this period. The marshes, which
covered a considerable portion of the spot where the
town now stands, were drained and diked. The streets
were paved and lighted. Cargoes of African slaves,
which had hitherto been exposed in the streets for sale,
exhibiting scenes of disgust and horror, and also ex-
posing the inhabitants to the worst of diseases, were
ordered to be removed to the Vallongo, which was
designated as a general market for these unhappy
beings.

Fountains of running water were also multiplied.

Vor. [—6 D 2
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And in these, and various other ways, the health, com-
fort and prosperity of the city, were promoted under
the successive administrations of the Count da Cunha,
the Marquis of Lavradio, and Luiz de Vasconcellos.

'The system of government maintained during thesc
periods throughout Brazil, was absolute in the ex-
treme, and by no means calculated to develop the
great resources of the country. Nevertheless, it was
anticipated by the more enlightened statesmen of Por-
tugal, that the colony would at some day eclipse the
glory of the mother country. None, however, could
foresee the proximity of those events, which were about
to drive the royal family, the house of Braganza, to
seck an asylum in the New World, and to establish
their court at Rio de Janeiro. 'The close of the
cighteenth century witnessed their development.

“The young republic of France emerged from amid
the storms of the Revolution, and the erowned heads of
all the surrounding states entered into a mighty coali-
tion to crush the intruder.

“In this attempt, they were partially successful ; but
their aggressive policy ere long was followed up by a
fearful and overwhelming reaction. They raised up a
spirit which afterwards they in vain attempted to exor-
cise. 'They called forth a conqueror, who, for awhile,
scattered all their armaments before him, and who
burst and riveted at will the manacles of many nations.
In 1807 the French army, under Marshal Junot, in-
vaded Portugal with the design of seizing the royal
family. 'The prince regent, Don John VL., had tried
every means, and had submitted to the most humilia-
ting concessions, to avert the impending storm.

“ But Napoleon had resolved on adding the Peninsula
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to his empire, and on the twenty-ninth of November
the vanguard of his army surmounted the heights of
Lisbon. Then, and not till then, the prince resolved
upon emigration to Brazil.”

Every thing of value that could be transported, was
hastily embarked with the royal family. The Portuguese
fleet consisted of eight ships of the line, four frigates,
twelve brigs, and a number of merchantmen.

These, in company with an English squadron, then
lying at the mouth of the Tagus, bore away for Brazil.
The French took possession of Lisbon the following
day. Early in January, 1808, the news of these sur-
prising events reached Rio de Janeiro, and excited the
most lively interest.

What the Brazilians had scarcely dreamed of as a
possible event, was now suddenly to be realized. The
royal family might be expected to arrive any day,
and preparations for their reception occupied the at-
tention of all. The Viceroy’s palace was immedi-
ately prepared, and all the public offices in the palace
square were vacated to accommodate the royal suite.
These not being deemed sufficient, proprietors of pri-
vate houses in the neighborhood were required to leave
their residences, and send in their keys to the Viceroy.

Such were the sentiments of the people respecting
the hospitality due to their distinguished guests, that
nothing seems to have been withheld ; while many, even
of the less opulent families, voluntarily offered sums
of money and objects of value to administer to their
comfort.

The fleet having been scattered in a storm, the prin-
cipal vessels had put into Bahia. But at length they
all made a safe entry into the harbor of Rio, on the
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“th of March, 1808. In the manifestations of joy upon
this occasion, the houses were deserted, and the hills
were covered with spectators. Those who could, pro-
cured boats and sailed out to meet the royal squadron.
The prince, immediately after landing, proceeded to
the cathedral, publicly to offer up thanks for his safe
arrival. 'The city was illuminated for nine successive
evenings.

In order to form an idea of the changes that have
transpired in Brazil during the last thirty-five years, it
must be remarked, that up to the period now under
consideration, all commerce and intercourse with for-
eigners had been rigidly prohibited by the narrow po-
licy of Portugal. Vessels of nations allied to the mo-
ther country were occasionally permitted to come to
anchor in the ports of this mammoth colony, but nei-
ther passengers nor crew were allowed to land,
excepting under the superintendence of a guard of
soldiers. :

To prevent all possibility of trade, foreign vessels,
whether they had put in to repair damages or to pro-
cure provisions and water, immediately on their ar-
rival were invested with a custom-house guard, and
the time for their remaining was fixed by the authori-
ties according to the supposed necessitics of the case.
As a consequence of these oppressive regulations, a
people, who were rich in gold and diamonds, were
unable to procure the essential implements of agri-
culture and of domestic convenience. A Senhor de
engenho, who could display the most rich and mas-
sive plate at a festival, might not be able to fur-
nish each of his guests with a knife at table. A
single tumbler at the same time might be under the
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necessity of making repeated circuits through the com-
pany. The printing press had not made its appear-
ance. Books and learning were equally rare. The
people were in every way made to feel their depen-
dence; and the spirit of industry and enterprise were
alike unknown.

On the arrival of the prince regent the ports were
thrown open. A printing press was introduced, and a
Royal Gazette was published. Academies of medicine
and the fine arts were cstablished. 'The Royal Li-
brary, containing sixty thousand volumes of books, was
opened for the free use of the public. Foreigners were
invited, and embassies from England and France took
up their residence at Rio de Janeiro.

From this period, decided improvements were made
in the condition and aspect of the city. New streets
and squares were added, and splendid residences
were arranged on the neighboring islands and hills,
augmenting with the growth of the town the pic-
turesque beauties of the surrounding scenery. The
sudden and continued influx of Portuguese and fo-
reigners not only showed itself in the population of
Rio, but extended inland, causing new ways of commu-
nication to be opened with the interior—new towns to be
erected, and old ones to be improved. In fact, the whole
face of the country underwent great and rapid changes.

The manners of the people also experienced a cor-
responding change. The fashions of Lurope were
introduced. From the seclusion and restraints of non-
intercourse the pcople emerged into the festive cere-
monies of a court, whose levees and gala-days drew
together multitudes from all directions. In the mingled
society which the capital now offered, the dust of retire-
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ment was brushed off, antiquated customs gave way,
new ideas and modes of life were adopted, and these
spread from circle to circle and from town to town.

Business assumed an aspect equally changed. TFor-
eign commercial houses were opened, and foreign arti-
zans established themselves in Rio and other cities.

This country could no longer remain a colony. A
decree was promulgated in December, 1815, declaring
it elevated to the dignity of a kingdom, and hereafter
to formn an integral part of the United Kingdom of
Portugal, Algarves and Brazil. It is scarcely possible
to imagine the enthusiasm awakened by this unlooked
for change throughout the vast extent of Portuguese
America. Messengers were despatched to bear the
news, which was hailed with spontaneous illuminations
from the La Plata to the Amazon. Scarcely was this
event consummated when the queen, Donna Maria L.,
died.

She was mother to the prince regent, and had been
for years in a state of mental imbecility, so that her
death bhad no influence upon political affairs. Her fu-
neral obsequies were performed with great splendor;
and her son, in respect for her memory, delayed the
acclamation of his succession to the throne for a year.
He was at length crowned with the title of Don John
VI. 'The ceremonies of the coronation were celebrat-
ed with suitable magnificence in the palace square, on
the 5th of February, 1818. Amid all the advantages
attendant upon the new state of things in Brazil, there
were many circumstances calculated to provoke politi-
cal discontent. Mr. Armitage has very appropriately
summed up the political condition of Brazil at this
period, in the following terms :

S ———
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“ A swarm of needy and unprincipled adventurers
came over with the royal family, for whom the go-
vernment felt constrained to find places. These men
took but little interest in the welfare of the coun-
try, and were far more eager to enrich themselves,
than to administer justice or to benefit the pub-
lic.  The rivalry, which had always prevailed between
the native Brazilians and the Portuguese, found, in
this state of things, a new cause of excitement. Don
John, from his naturally obliging disposition, delighted
in rewarding every service rendered to him or to the
state; but being straitened for funds, he adopted the
cheaper custom of bestowing titulary honors upon those
who had merited his favor. To such an extent did he
carry this species of liberality, that, during the period of
his administration, he distributed more honorary insignia
than had been conferred by all the preceding mon-
archs of the house of Braganza.

““ Those merchants and landed proprietors, who, on
the arrival of the royal cortége, had given up their
houses and advanced their money to do honor to their
guests, were decorated with the various honorary or-
ders, originally instituted during the days of chivalry.
Individuals were dubbed knights who had never buckled
on a spur; and commendadores of the order of Christ
were crecated in the persons of those who were by no
means learned in the elementary doctrines of their
missals.

“The excitement, resulting from such a distribution
of honors, in a country where titulary distinctions were
hitherto almost unknown, and where the veneration
for sounding titles and antiquated institutions was as
profound as it was unenlightened, could not but be
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great. 'These being now brought apparently within the
reach of all, became the great objects of competition
to the aspiring ; and there was soon 1o species of petty
tyranny which was not put in force, nor any degrada-
tion which was not cheerfully submitted to, when these
manifestations of royal favor were the objects in view.
Success was generally attended with an instantaneous
change in the style of living. Knights could no longer
descend to the drudgeries of commercial life, but were
compelled to live either on resources already acquired,
or, in default of resources, to solicit employment under
the government.

¢ Here, however, the difficulties were greater than in
the first instance—competition being increased by the
numerous emigrants from the mother country. Even
when obtained, the emoluments attached to public of-
fices were too limited to admit of much extravagance
on the part of the holders. Opportunities were never-
theless frequently occurring for the sale of favors and
exemptions, and the venality of the Brazilians in
office, became ere long equal to that of their Portuguese
collecagues. These things, together with the wretched
state of morals that prevailed at court, were calculated
to foment those jealousies of foreign dominion which
could hardly fail to arise in view of the independence
recently achieved by the English colonies of North
America, and of the revolutionary struggle in which the
neighboring colonies of Spain were already engaged.

« A consciousness of this increasing discontent, and a
fear that Brazil would by and by follow the example
of her Spanish neighbors, doubtless had a powerful in-
fluence in causing the country to be politically clevated
to the rank of a kingdom.
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‘“ Quietness prevailed for several years; but discon-
tent became gradually disseminated, and was often
promoted by the very means used for its suppres-
sion. Murmurs, too, were excited, but as yet they
found no echo; the only printing press in the country
being under the immediate direction of the royal au-
thorities. 'Through its medium the public was duly
and faithfully informed concerning the health of all the
princes in Europe. Official edicts, birth-day odes, and
panegyrics on the reigning family, from time to time
illunined its pages, which were unsullied either by the
ebullitions of democracy, or the exposure of grievances.
'T'o have judged of the country by the tone of its only
journal, it must have been pronounced a terrestrial
paradise, where no word of complaint had ever yet
found utterance.”

The revolution which occurred in Portugal in 1821,
in favor of a constitution, was immediately responded
to by a similar one in Brazil.

After much excitement and alarm from the tumul-
tuous movements of the people, the king, Don John
VL., conferred upon his son Don Pedro, prince royal,
the office of regent and lieutenant to his majesty in
the kingdom of Brazil. He then hastened his depar-
ture for Portugal, accompanied by the remainder of his
family and the principal nobility who had followed him.
The disheartened monarch embarked on board a line-
of-battle ship on the 24th of April, 1821, leaving the
widest and fairest portion of his dominions to an un-
looked-for destiny.

Vor. [.—7 E
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CHAPTER IIL

Declaration of Independence.—Acclamation of Don Pedro as Empe-
ror.—The Revolution.—Subsequent events.—Abdication.—Acclama-
tion of Don Pedro 1I.—The Regency.——Constitutional Reform.

Rapip as had been the political changes in Brazil
during the last ten years, greater changes still were to
transpire.

Don Pedro was at this period twenty-three years of
age. He had left Portugal when a lad, and his warm-
est aspirations were associated with the land of his
adoption. In 1817, he was married to the archduchess
Leopoldina, of the house of Austria, sister to Maria
Louisa, the ex-empress of France. The bride arrived
at Rio de Janeiro in November of that year.

In the office of prince regent, Don Pedro certainly
found scope for his most ardent ambition ; but he also
discovered himself to be surrounded with numerous
difficulties, political and financial. So embarrassing
indecd was his situation, that in the course of a few
months he begged his father to allow him to resign his
office and attributes. The cortes of Portugal, about this
time, becoming jealous of the position of the prince in
Brazil, passed a decree ordering him to return to Eu-
rope, and at the same time abolishing the royal tribu-
nals at Rio. This decree was received with indigna-
tion by the Brazilians, who immediately rallied around
Don Pedro, and persuaded him to remain among them.
His consent to do so, gave rise to the most enthusias-
tic demonstrations of joy amongst both patriots and
loyalists. But the Portuguese military soon evinced
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symptoms of mutiny. The troops, to the number of
two thousand men, left their quarters on the evening of
January 11th, 1822, and providing themselves with ar-
tillery, marched to the Castello hill, which commanded
the entire city. Intelligence of this movement was,
during the night, made public; and ere the following
day dawned the Campo de Santa Anna, a large square
in sight of the station occupied by the Portuguese
troops, was crowded with armed men.

The majority of these were undisciplined citizens,
little fitted to cope with the Portuguese soldiers, many
of whom had served in the Peninsula, under the Duke
of Wellington. In numbers, however, they were far
superior to their antagonists, and were also furnished
with cannon.

A conflict seemed inevitable; but the Portuguese
commander vacillated in view of such determined op-
position, and offered to capitulate, on the condition of
his soldiers retaining their arms. 'This was conceded,
on their agreeing to retire to Praya Grande, a village
on the opposite side of the bay, until transports could
be provided for their embarkation to Lisbon; which
was subsequently effected. 'T'he measures of the cortes
of Portugal, which continued to be arbitrary in the
extreme towards Brazil, finally had the effect to hasten,
in the latter country, a declaration of absolute inde-
pendence. 'This measure had long been ardently de-
sired by the more enlightened Brazilians, some of
whom had already urged Don Pedro to assume the
title of Emperor. Hitherto he had refused, and reiter-
ated his allegiance to Portugal. But he at length,
while on a journey to the province of S. Paulo, re-
ceived dispatches from the mother country, which had
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the effect to induce him instantly to resolve on inde-
pendence.

His exclamation, “independence or death,”* was
enthusiastically reiterated by those who surrounded
him, and thenceforward became the watchword of the
Brazilian revolution. 'This declaration was made on
the 7th of September, and was repeated at Rio as soon
as the prince could hasten there by a rapid journey.

The municipality of the capital issued a proclama-
tion on the 21st, declaring their intention to fulfill the
manifest wishes of the people, by proclaiming Don Pe-
dro the constitutional Emperor and perpetual defender
of Brazil. This ceremony was performed on the 12th of
October following, in the Campo de Santa Anna, in the
presence of the municipal authorities, the functionaries
of the court, the troops, and an iinmense concourse of
people. His highness there publicly declared his ac-
ceptance of the title conferred on him, from the con-
viction that he was thus obeying the will of the people.
'The troops fired a salute, and the city was illuminated
in the evening. Jozé Bonifacio de Andrada, prime
minister of the government, had in the meantime pro-
mulgated a decree, requiring all the Portuguesec who
were disposed to embrace the popular cause, to mani-
fest their sentiment by wearing the Emperor’s motto,
“independencia ou morte,” upon their arm—ordering
also, that all dissentients should leave the country with-
in a given period, and threatening the penalties imposed
upon high treason against any one who should thence-
forward attack, by word or decd, the sacred cause of
Brazil.
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