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VO YAGE,
&c. &c.

CHAP. L.

Sail from Spithcad—Anchor at Weymouth—A False
Alarm—Anchor at Falmoutk—Descrz’ption of that Port
—Marine Fishing—The Flying Fish described— Arrive
at the Island of Madeira.

ON Sunday the 25th day of August, 1805, we sailed from

Spithead under sealed orders, in company with his
majesty’s sloop Espoir, and the Encounter gun-brig ; but the
wind proving unfavourable, we put into Swannage Bay on
the 27th, anchoring in six fathoms water, with the Needles
Point bearing I. by S. and Peveril Point west.

The romantic forms of the high chalk cliffs, in the castern
part of this*bay, contrasted with the low land of Peveril
Point, the distant view of the Needles and the Isle of
Wight, form together a group of scenery tral y picturesque.

The wind coming fair during the night, we weighed and
made all sail down channel; but this was of short coniinu-
ance, for the next day it came round to S.W. which obliged
usto stand in for Portland Roads. His majesty was then
at Weymouth, with two of the royal yachts, and the Dia-
mond and Chiffonne frigates attending on him. Our sur-
prise and concern will be therefore more readily cenceived
than expressed, on observing that both the yachts aud the
frigates had their colours and pendants towered half-mast
dovin ; but our fears on account of our beloved sovereign,
were relieved on our coming to anchor, vwhea we learnt :hat
what had so much alarmed us, was in consequence of the
demisc of his royal highness the dulke of ¢stoucester.

Weanchored in ten fathoms water, with Portland castle

bearing W. by 8. and Wyke church N.W. by N.




0 VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA.

On the 30th, the wind being moderate though contrary,
we weighed at daylight, in company with the Espoir, leav-
ing the Encounter laying to, apparently waiting for one of

her boats.
We had a heavy gale of wind from the northward on the

1st of September, during which we lost sight of the Espoir,
but fell in with her again on the 3d off the Lizard, and sent
our boat on board of her. On the Gth, we had a second gale
from the S.W. heavier than the former, in which we again
lost sight of the Espoir, and finding it continue, we bore up
the next day for Falmouth harbour, and anchored in Car-
rick Roads in six fathoms water, St. Mawes’ castle bearing
S. E. by. S. Pendennis castle S.W. by W. and the Black
Rock S. by W. balf W.

Scarcely had welet go the anchor, when we were agreeably
surprised by the appearance of the Espoir, who also came
to an anchor near us.

The following day being Saturday, we had an opportunity
of visiting Falmouth market, which is most plentifully
supplied from the adjacent country, and it is worthy of re-
mark, that although this port is the depét of all the foreign
packets and their numerous passengers, and occasionally
visited by many other ships, still the prices of the necessa-
ries of life are far more reasonable than what is to be met
with in any other sea-port on the S. W. coast of England.

There are many good houses in the town, but the streets
are very irregular, narrow and ill paved ; these inconveni-
ences, however, are amply compensated by the safety and
extent of the harbour, which is now furnished with moor-
ings for the use of the channel fleet, when driven from their
station off Brest by the severity of the S.W. gales.

Having completed our water here and received a supply
of fresh beef, we weighed at daylight on the 8th, and made
sail to the S.W. in company with the Espoir, having now
given up hopes of being rejoined by the Encounter, it being
reported at Falmouth that she bad run aground in working
out of Portland Roads.

Nothing of importance occurred until the 12th, when
being in latitude 46° 35" N. and longitude 5° 49" W. we

rceived at daylight on our lee-bow, a squadron consisting
of four sail of the line and two frigates, standing to the
westward with all sail set. The Espoir immediately made
the private signal to them, which finding they did not
answer, we had every reason to contlude them an enemy,
and every reason for alarm on a comparison of our force.
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DELICACY OF THE FLYING FISH. 7

After the signal had been flying an hour and a half, it was
at length, 10 our great satisfaction, answered ; upon which
we run down to them, and spoke them.

The day following, as the Espoir sailed considerably bet-
ter than we did, she took us in tow for the sake of greater
expedition, in which unpleasant situation we continued until
the 19th, when we were obliged to cast off, in a heavy gale
of wind from the S.W.; but on the 21st, the weather being
moderate, she again took us in tow, and kept us so until
the 24th, when being in latitude 38° 11” N., aud longitude
14° 51° W ., the captain of the Lspoir, considering himself
near the land, cast us off, with orders to stand for it.

We did not however sce it until 8 A. M. on Saturday the
28th, when it appeared as three islands, bearing W.N.W.
the largest of which we made all sail for, on the supposition
of its being Madeira, and the two smaller ones being the
Desertas.

It happened very unfortunately, that there was not a per-
son on board in the least acquainted with Madeira, nor was
there any chart or sketch of it to be found. By 3 P. M. we
were sufficiently near the island we were standing for, to per-
ceive that it was totally uncultivated, and apparently unin-
habited ; and about the same time we saw the island of Ma-
deira in the N.W. quarter, that which we had taken for it
being the largest of the three Descrtas.

About six in the evening we hove to off the town of Ma-
chico, and made the signal for a pilot, which was immedi-
ately answered, by a boat coming off with three gentlemen
and four rowers, who left us one of the boat’s crew to con-
duct us to Funchal.

On the morning of this day we caught five bonettas, being
the only fish taken since leaving England, excepting several
flying fish, which at times flew aboard during the night, in
their endeavours to escape from their pursuers, the bonettas
and dolphins, whose principal food they constitute.

Both these sorts of fish have been too often described, to
require any thing farther on that head being said here: but
it has perhaps never been mentioned, that the flying fish is
by far the most delicate eating of any that are to be found in
the Atlantic or Pacific Oceans (the turtle excepted) ; but
unfortunately there is no method of obtaining them hitherto
discovered, except by the chance above-mentioned, which
renders them equally scarce as good.

Light airs, calms, and strong westerly currents, prevented
our getting into Funchal Roads before Tuesday, the lst of
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October, at noon, when we anchored in 45 fathoms water,
and found layinga here his majesty’s ships Diadem, Raison-
able, Belligneux, Diomede, Malabar, Narcissus, Leda,
Dart, Esporr, Doiphin, Chichester, and the Encounter (the
latter having only arrived the same morning), with a nume-
rous fleet of East and West Indiamen, and transports filled
with stores and troops.

CHAP. II.

Account of Madeira— Discovered by the English— Pre-
sent State of the Island.

THE narrative of Robert & Machin is of considerable
importance, as it records the first discovery of Madeira by
an Englishman. The attention paid to it by Alcaforado,
equerry to prince Henry, duke of Viseo, gives it every au-
thority that can be wished ; but yet considerable difficulties
arise, respecting the exact date when this event took place.
The reign of Edward I11. extends from 1327 to 1377. Gal-
vano, who is not always correct, dates the discovery, on the
authority of the Chronicles of Castile, about 1344 ; Herbert
places it in 1528 : both these dates give a longer imprison-
ment to Morales than is consistent with history. Probably
the exact year was never recorded : even the relation of Al-
caforado is full of subsequent interpolations, many of which
arc pointed out by Mr. Green (Astley’s Collection, vol. i.
p. 571). The reign of Edward I11. might have been thus
inserted, to give a greater authority 1o the adventures of our
countrymen. :

It was in the glorious reign of Edward 1II. of England,
that Robert & Machin, a gentleman of the second degree of
nobility, whose genius was only equalled by his gallantry
and courage, beheld and loved the beautiful Anna D’Arfet :
their atiachment was mutual ; but the pleasing indulgence
of ardent hope, gratified and betrayed their passion.

Some writers have preferred the name of Dorset, which a
forcign orthography might turn into D’Orset, and thence to
D’Arfet.  The pride of the illustrious family of D’Arfet ren-
dered them insensible to the happiness of their daughter;
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MISFORTUNES OF TWO LOVERS. 9

they preferred the indulgence of ambition to the voice of
duty and love. ‘T'he feudal tyranny of the age was friendly
to their cruel design, and a warrant from the king seemed
to justify the vanity of a parent. The consolation of an in-
genuous mind supported Machin in confinement ; its energy,
thus compressed, sought only for redress ; nor did it yield
to despondency, when, on being delivered from prison, he
found that the innocent cause of his persecution had been
forced to marry a nobleman, who had carried her to his
castle near Bristol. The friends of Machin made his mis-
fortune their own, and one of them had the address to be
introduced, under the character of a groom, to the service
of the afflicted Anna. The prospect of the ocean, which,
during their rides, extended before them, sugeested or ma-
tured the plan of escape; and the probability of a secure
asylum, was oppused to the dangers of a pussage to the
coast of France.

Under pretence of receiving benefit from sea air, the vic-
tim of parental ambition was enalfled, without delay, to clude
suspicion ; whilst Machin, in the successful completion of
his anxious design, was equally insensible to the particalar
season of the year, or the portentous appearance of weather,
which in caliner moments he would have duly observed.

The gradual rising of a gale of wind rendered the asto-
nished fugitives sensible of their rashness : as the termpest
approached, the thick darkness of the night completed the
horror of the scene. In their confusion the intended port
was missed, or could not be reached ; their vessel drove at
the mercy of the winds; and in the morning they found
themselves in the midst of an unkunown ocean, without the
skill that could determine their situation, or the experience
that could direct their course. The dawn of twelve morn-
ings returned without tie sight of land : when at length,
after a night of increased anxiety, as they eagerly watched
the earliest streaks of day, an object loomed in the horizon :
continual disappointment produced a querulous despon-
dency ; whilst they alternately believed and doubted, the
thick grey haze was dispersed by the rising sun, and a ge-
neral burst of joy welcomed the certainty of land. A luxu-
riancy of trees was soon visible, to whose appearance they
were utter strangers ; and thebeautiful plumage of nnknown
birds, who came in flocks from the island, gave at first the
semblance of a dream to their astonishing dcliverance. /

The boat being hoisted out to examine the coast, returned
with a favourable account, Machin 2ad bis friends accom-
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10 VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA.

panied their trembling charge, leaving the rest to secure the
vessel.  The wilderness of the adjacent country possessed
additional charms to men. escaped from destruction; and
the rich scenery of Madeira was again beheld, after a lapse
of many centuries, by the eyes of Europecans.

It was not only visited by the Romans, but probably also
by the Normans, those skilful navigators, of whose disco-
veries we know so little ; who preceded the Portuguese, and
followed the Arabians, in nautical skill.

An opening in the extensive woods, that was encircled
with laurels and flowering shrubs, presented a delightful re-
treat 5 a venerable tree; the growth of ages, offered, on an
adjoining eminence, its welcome shade ; and the first mo-
ments of liberty were employed in forming a romantic resi-
dence, with the abundant materials supplied by nature.

Curiosity to explore their new discovery was increased by
the novelty of every object they beheld :-this varied occu-
pation continued for three days, until the survey was inter-
rupted by an alarming humicane, that came on during the
night, and rendered them extremely anxious for their com-
panions who were on board. The ensuing morning de-
stroyed every prospect of happiness: they in vain sought
for the vessel, which had drove from her moorings, and was
wrecked on the coast of Morocco; where, as it afterwards
appeared, all on board were immediately seized as slaves,
and sent to prison.

The afllicted Machin found this last trial too severe for
his disconsolate companion ; her tender mind, overcome by
the scenes she had endured, needed the conscious sense of
strict discharge of duty to rencw its strength. From the
moment it was reported that the vessel condd not be found,
she became dumb with grief, expired after a few days of
silent despair, and was soon followed by her inconsolable
lover.

'The companions of Machin, forgetting their own sitnation,
were entirely occupied in watching over their emaciated
friend ; Dut all attempts to administer consolation were fruit-
less.  On the fifth day they received his parting breath, and
carnest injunction, that they would place his body in the
same grave under the venerable tree, which, amidst an
acony of tears, they had so lately made for the unfortunate
victim of his temerity : where the altar had been raised to
celebrate their deliverance, would now mark their untimely
tomb. This painful duty being performed; they fixed a
large wooden gross over the grave, with the inscription
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PRODUCTIONS OF MADEIRA. 11

which Machin had composed to record their melancholy ad-
ventures, and to request that if any Christian should here-
after visit the spot, they would in the same place build a
church, and dedicate it to Christ ;—

-— “ But mever human eye

¢ Had mark’d the spot, or gaz'd upon the grave

¢ Of the unfortunate; but for the voice

“ Of enterprise that spuke from Sagre’s towers;

““ 'Through ocean’s perils, storms, and unknown wastes,
“ Spced we to Asia!”

Having thus obeyed the dictates of friendship, they fitted
out the boat, which from their first landing had been kept
ashore. Their intention was to return, it possible, to Eng-
land ; but either owing to want of skill, to the currents, or
unfavourable weather, they were driven on the same coast
with their shipmates, and joined them in their Moorish
Prison.

T'he island is of a triangular form, and about forty leagues
in circumference : it was taken possession of by the Portu-
guese in the yecar 1457.

They set fire to the forests, which burned for a conside-
rable time, and gave the soil that degree of fertility which
it boasts of at present ; indeed, were it properly cultivated,
Madeira might be termed the garden of the world. The
scorching heat of summer, and the icy chill of winter, are
here equally unknown; but spring and autumn reign toge-
ther, and produce flowers and fruit throughout the year. It
abounds in every kind of tropical and European fruits, as
oranges, lemons of a prodigious size, bananas, citrons,
peaches, figs, plums, and strawberries, that grow wild in
the mountains, with astonishing profusion; grapes which
are as large as our common plums, and remarkable for their
peculiar flavour. The oranges are of a sanguine red : this
specics is produced from the common orange bud, engrafted
on the pomegranate stock. There is likewise a kind of pear
found here, not bigger than a walnut, and very crisp. The
sugar-canc also is cultivated with success, though not in
any considerable quantity. The cedar tree is found in great
abundance : it is extremely beautiful ; most of the ceilings
and furniture at Madeira are made of that wood, which
yields a very fragrant smell. The dragon tree is a native of
this island. * Flowers nursed in the IEnglish green-houses,
grow wild here in the fields; the hedges are mostly formed
of mynrtles, roses, jessamine, and honeysuckle, in everlast-
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12 VOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA.

ing blossom ; while the larkspur, the fieur-de-lis, the lupin,
&ec. spring up spontaneously in the meadows. There are
very few reptiles to be scen 1n the island 5 the lizard is the
most common.

Canary birds and goldfinches are found in the mountains;
of the former, numbers are sent every year to England. But
Madcira is principally celebrated for its wine, which it pro-
duces in great quantities, and which keeps best in the hot-
test climate, under the torrid zone 5 for this reason the inha-
bitants of the West India islands that can afford ‘it, drink
littie else; and the Madeira wine that is brought to England,
is thought to be worth little, unless it has been a voyage to
the East or West Indies. This island is well waiered and
peopled, and the inhabitants are good-natured, but great
voluptuaries.

Funchal, the capital of the island, is situated round a
bay, on the gentle ascent of the first hull, in form of an am-
phitheatre. Its public and private buildings, are in general,
entirely white. On the sca side are scveral batteries. An
old castle, which commands the road, stands on the top of
a sleep black rock, surrounded by the sca at high water,
and called by the English, Loo Rock.

On a neighbouring eminence above the town is another,
called St. John’s castle. The hills beyond the town are co-
veyed with vineyards, enclosures, plantations, and groves,
interspersed with country houses and churches. ‘T'he streets
are narrow, ill paved, and dirty ; the houses are built of
freestone or brick, but they are dark ; and only a few of the
best, belonging to the English- merchants or the principal
inhabitants, are provided with glass windows : all the others
have a kind of lattice-work in their stcad, which hangs on
hinges, and may be lifted up occasionally.

The best anchorage in Funchal Roads is with the following
bearings : The Western Point W. by N.; the Loo Rock
N. by W.; the Brazen Head E. by 8. ; the Desertas, from
E. to S.E., about nine lcagues distant.
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CHAP. 1II.

Leave Madeira—A Seaman drowned—A Ship runs a-board
of us—Cross the Equator— Ludicrous Ceremony on that
Occasion.

W E remained here until the 3d at day-light, when we
weighed in company with the whole fleet ; but in working out
of the roads with a light air, we drifted on board onc of the
transports, owing to the westerly current before mentioned 3
but the boats of the fleet coming to our assistance, we wege
soon towed clear of her, without sustaining any damage.

Owing perhaps to the very large flect assembled here, we
found stock of every description uncommonly scarce and
dear; cven fruit not excepited.

On the 4th the commodore hoisted his broad pendant, on
which occasion he was saluted by all the men of war with
thirteen guns each, and cheered by the greater part of the
merchantmen.

On Sunday the 6th, performed divine service; and in the
evening the fleet for the West Indies, under convoy of the
Malabar and Dart, parted company.

On the 9th, served out fishing-liooks and lines to the
ship’s company, but since leaving Madcira caught nothing
except a few flying-fish.

Nothing material occurred until the 15th at two in the
morning, when James Turner, one of the best men and best
seamen in the brig, in reaching at a flying-fish in the fore
chains, lost his balance, fell overboard, and was unfortu-
nately drowned ; the ship then running six miles per hour,
and the darkness of the night, rendering every exertion to
save him aboriive.

This day performed divine service. At cight A. M. on
the morning of the 25th, being on a wind upon the star-
board tack, under courses, topsails, and jib, and going
about four miles an hour, the Britannia East Indiaman be-
ing then upon the larboard tack, under the same sail, and
on our larboard bow, persisted in keeping his wind, and in
endeavouring to weather us, although we repeatedly hailed
and waved to him, desiring him to bear up and put his
helm a-port, which finding that he would not do, we were
compelled to put our helm a-starboard, and bear up, con-
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14 VOYAGE TO SO0UTH AMERICA.

trary 1o all rules of the service, in order to avoid the immi-
nent danger of being run down ; but before we could clear
his lce-quarter by so doing, our bowsprit was carried away
by his mizen chains.

It were superlluons to add a single remark upon this trans-
acfion, as every seaman can, and will, make the proper
commne:t.

Our distress was immediately observed by the comino-
dore, who sent the Raisonable to our assistance, and by two
In the afternoon we were ready to make sail again, baving
Tigged out a spare topmast as a jury bowsprit, aund set the
Jib upon it, which was found to answer very well, and that
we could keep company with the fleet, although the fore-
top-gallant mast was down, and we werc always obliged to
keep a reef in the fore-topsail for the security of the fore-
mast.

On Sunday the 27th, performed divine service.

On Thursday the Sist of October, we crossed the Iquator,
in longitude 35° 26" W. from London, and on this oecasion
the ancient custom of ducking and shaving was duly observ-
ed, there being no fewer than thirty-five pcerscns on board,
out of forty-six, who had never been upon theline before.
__The mode of performing this eeremony, is by a grotesque
Neptune and Amphitrite, with their attendants, placing the
novice on a plank, laid across a large tub filled with water ;
his face is then lather’d with a mixture of tar, paint, grease,
and filth ; and aftera fow rough scrapes with a piece of iron
hoop, the plank is withdrawn, he falls into the tub, and is
‘s)(_)used with about twenty buckets full of water thrown over

;. -

CHAP. IV.

Discocer a Dangerous Shoal—1Its Siiuation described—
Makethe Coast of Brazil—Remarks on the prevailing
Currents—Singular Fishing Boats—Appearance of the
Land.

AT noon, on Saturday the 21 of November, we disco-
vered a sand bank from the mast-head, bearing S. by W.
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NAUTICAL OBSERVATIONS. 15

about three leagues distant ; it appeared to Le very level, but
considerably above the surface of the sea, aad the dey part
apparently about halfa mile in length : the sea broke only on
the eastern end of the bank, and in that direction the breake
<rs extended to the verge of the horizon.

A black spot was visible on the north side of the bank,
but whether it was a small rock, or whether the wreck of some
unfortunate vessel, we were not near enough to distinguish
with any degree of certainty.

Our making this shoal in the day time was truly provi-
dential 3 as from the number of the fleet, and other circum-
stances, had we fell in with it in the night time, many of
them must have been totally lost upon it.

Deduced from the observation at noon, this shoal lays in
latitude 3° 51” S. and longitude 24° 09” W. from London.

The above shoal is very accurately laid down ina gene-
ral chart of the Atlantic and Southern Oceans, published by
Laurie and Whittle, Fleet Street, London, and therein
named ‘¢ Roccas;” the nearest to it being called a shoal
““ from Peinentel ;7 which is laid down in latitude 4° 857 S.
and longitude 58° 10” W. from London, and which differs
so very materially in position from the former, asto prevent
their beina ever confounded.

The following day being Sunday, we performed divine
service, and in the afterneon bent the cables, on account of
our approach to the Brazilian coast. On Monday the 4th,
at 7 A. M. saw the land from the mast-head, and at noon it
extended from S, W. by W. to N.W. by W. distant
between five or six leagues, very uneven and hilly, inter-
spersed with many sandy cliffs and openings; latitude at
noon 5°H7’S,

Many albicores and bonettas were now scen about the ship,
but to our mortification we took none.

Wehave already had occasion to mention the cffects of a
wesicily current at the Island of Madeira, and now think it
proper to add, for the benefit of future navigators, that this
current is more extensive in its limits, and runs with greater
velocity than is generally supposed or allowed for.

From the Cope of Good Hope, it runs in a N.W. direc-
tion towards Cape Aucustine in South America, and then
rans still more westerly, according to the direction of the
coast, towards the Carribbean Sca, the Bay of Honduras, and
the Gulph of Mexico: f{rom which it finds a passage
through the Gulph ot Ilorida,

A daily allowance is therefore necessary to be made for it,
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16 YOYAGE TO SOUTH AMERICA.

and no opportunity of trying its rate should be neglected ;
to enforce the necessity of which, it need only be noticed,
that from the want of such opportunity when we made the
land, the longitude by dead reckoning was no less than 3° 30°
a-stern of the ship; a difterence which, had there been no
means of correcting it by celestial observations, might have
produced the most fatal consequences.

On the 5th, we were surprized at the appearance of three
very singular boats, resembling rafts, with three men on
each, scemingly fishing, and at least six leagues distant from
the shore ; but we were not near enough to speak them.

At noon, the land bore from S.W. to W. N.W. distant
five or six leagucs, hilly and uneven, with large trees and
many openings, latitude 6° 16” S.

On Wednesday the 6th, at noon, the land bore from
8. W. by S. to N.W. by W. distant about six leagues,
having much the same appearance as yesterday, with a large
column of smoke in one part. 'I'he latitude at noon 7° 04” S.
with light breezes from the S. E.; our progress being much
retarded by falling in with the land so far to the northward,
and being obliged to turn to windward against the trade
wind, to enable us to weather Cape St. Augustine.

CHAP. V.

Avrival at the Bay of All Saints ; and Description of the
City of Salvador.

ON Thursday the 7th, in the morning, we passed the
town of Pernambuco, and at noon were in latitude 8° 16”8,
The wind veered round to the N. E. on Friday the 8th,
and at noon there was no land in sight. Steered S. W . latitude
10°87 8.

On Sunday the 10tb, at day-light, we were off Cape Anto-
nis; which forms the N. E. point of the Bay of All Saints,
and lays in latitude 12° 56” S. and, longitude 38° 47" W.
from London: the commodore and three of the convoy
Leing the only ships in sight, we stood into the bay by his
order, and brought out a pilot for him ; then stood in again

-
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WRECK OFI' AN INDIAMAN. 17

in company with him, and at noon came to an anchor in
seven fathoms, and moored, Cape Antonis bearing S. by W.
the fort E. by S., and the western point of the bay
S.W. by S. ;

The appearance of the Bay of All Saints and the City of
Salvador from.the anchorage is very beautiful, and though
certainly inferior to the Bay of Naples, is perhaps not far
short ot the view of Constantinople from the harbour, and
in several respects resembles it on a smaller scale.

The moment a person lands, however, the deception va-
nishes, for there never was a place of equal extent and im-
portance, so dirty, miserable, and disgusting, in every sense
of the word.

The house inhabitcd by the governor (and dignified with
the name of a palace), forms oneside of a small square ; the
other being occupied by the common jail, which, with the
wretchies 1mmured in 1f, must of course meet his cye fift
times in a day : se much for prospect and situation. In the
streets you meet none except soldiers and slaves, with here
and there a solitary friar, or a Portuguese gentleman borne
in his palanquin, for as to the ladies without the walls of
their houses, they are absolutely invisible.

‘The Portuguese, with their accustomed avarice, on the ar-
rival of the fleet trebled the price of every article in theiy
markets, from anorange to a pipe of wine; and nof satisfied
with this extortion, they unanimously refused to' reccive any
government bills whatever, unless at the enormous discount
of 20 per cent. though payable ten days after sight ; and at
this rate, including the repairs, stores, and provisicns, for
the men of war and troops, with private purchases, they
must havereccived at the lowest estimate, 150,000!. sterling.

In the Bay of All Saints, which is very safe and capaci=
ous, we observed a regular and considerable tide, which at
the spring tides, runs nearly three miles per hour.

Within four days after our arrival, the remainder of the

convoy came in, excepting the Britannia East India ship,
the King George artillery transport, and the Jack brig.
- The two former werc unfortunately wrecked upon the
shoal seen on the 2d of this month ; having with the other
Indiamen: been defached from the fleet, under convoy of the
Leda ; but the crews of both ships were saved, with theex-
ception of general Yorke and one seaman.

The following particulars relative to this very melanchol
event, were collected from the survivors, and from the offi-
cers of the Leda frigate, which narrowly escaped sharing
the same fate. |
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CHAP. VI.

Dangerous Situation of the Leda Frigate— Interesting:
Puarticulars of the Loss of the Britannia East India-
mait, and the King George Transport, upon the Roccas
—Death of General Yorle.

AT half past three in the morning of the Ist of Novems
ber, 1805, the officer of the watch on board the Leda, who
had been previously cantioned by the captain to look well
out for rocks, &c. went down, and acquainted him that
breakers were seen a-head. On the captain going on deck,
and perceiving the ship among breakers, he ordered her to
be put about, and as she had entered S. W ., to stand ocut
N. E.; but no sooner had she got round, than a man on
the forecastle cried out, ¢ Land a-head, high and dry!”
‘T'he helm was instantly put up—the frigate fortunately wore
quick, and cleared the dangers; but the boats over the
stern, in veering the ship, actually hung over the rocks.
'The signal gun for the convoy to tack, was fired, and after-
wards several -others, to warn the convoy of the danger.
The quarter-master, when trying the soundings, found only
five fathoms, but bad the presence of mind to sing out
“ Seven!” 'The safety of the Leda was evidently owing to
the temperate and collected conduct of the captain, officers,
and crew. Signal guns were also heard in the Leda from
other ships in the convoy ; and when the day dawned, their
fears for the safety of others were unhappily realized, by
finding that one ship (the King George) had got among the
rocks; and the Britannia East India ship, when on the
point of tacking, having heard the Leda’s guns, was run
foul of by a large Fast Indiaman (the Streathamn) : the bow-
sprit. and fore-topmast of the Britaunia were carried away,
and ker bows partly stove in, when she became unmanage-
able, aud drifted almost instantly on a rock, where she bung
by tire stern.  The mizen-mast being cut away, she in a
quaricr of an hour cleared herself from the rock, with the
loss of her rudder, and a serious leak ; which, however, the
captain of the Britannia was in such hopes to keep under,
that he was in'the act of sending off his boats to the relief of
the King George, when the water was found to gain fast and
irresistibly. A signal was then made by the ensign (union
reversed), of distress. The Europe, Comet, and Veruna
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(Indiamen), being then near, sent their boats, and brought
off all her crew, and the East India recruits on board, be-
ing nearly 400 peisons, except one man, who would not be
saved, either from madness or inebriety. ‘I'bis man bad got
a cutlass, by which he prevented any person from forcing
him away, and as he flourished it, swaggered over the trea-
sure which bad been got upon the quarter-deck, and swore
vehemently,- that as he had been all his life a poor man, he
would now go out of the world gloriously rich ! loading him-
self at the same time with dollars from the chests that had
been broken open. Out of one hundred and sixty chests of
dollars, only twelve could be brought away; so suddenly
did the ship go down after the leak increased.  'The Britannia
had drifted about seven miles from the rocks, and sunk in
deep walter.

The Leda frigate was employed during this time in send-
ing her boats to the rocks, to save the people they discovered
on a sandy island among those rocks, and so completely sur-
rounded by them, that they could only find one opening, ox
small cove, for the boats to approach. From this they took
off the crew of the King George transport, and the astillery
troops that had been embarked therein, except general Yorlke,
of the Royal Artillery, who was the only person drowned in
attempting to get on shore, and one artilleryman, who had
been seen safe on shoreafter the ship struck, and was supposed
to have found some spirits, got drunk, and fell from the
rocks, as he could no where be found on them.

. The King George run on shore almost instantly, as some
person called out, ¢ Breakers a-head ! a little before four
o’clock in the morning, after the moon had set. The dark-
ness, and the spray of the breakers, prevented their secing
any spot on which they could place a hope of safety.

They, however, as soon as they could get the first gun oft,
which had got its charge somewhat wet or damp, fired seve-
ral guns of aistress, hoisted their boats out under the lee, and
sent them off from the ship, to discover if there was any
chance of a place to save themsclves, waiting with good
order for day. At dawn they discovered at some little dis-
tance, onc place larger than the other rocks, bigh and dry.
The boats, except the jolly-boat, whose crew had secured
their own safety by pulling to another ship, returning about
the same time, and stating, that if all hands quitted the
ship. (which must soon go to picces), and get on the small
rocks nearly under the spritsail yard, the hoats could take
them from thence to the larger one; whith was immediately
R2
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set about, sending the women and chijldren among the fiyst,
by slinging them under the ars with a rope, and another
Yope to haul them to the rock. The general, being the old-
est man on board, they wished to do the same with him,
which he indignantly refused : he therefore went to the sprit-
sail yard, to get on the rock like others, and most probably
he found this, to a landsman, a task of more difliculty than
he was aware of ; and onc of the gunners of his corps, pey-
ceiving his situation, again expressed a wish to sling him
with a rope, to ensure bis safety, which, however, he would
not suffer : he some time after remained on the yard, ynre-
solved o venture down, which obliged the few remaiping
behind him to let themselves down from the jib-boom ; and
at last the general either let himself down, or lost his hold,
fell just within the surf, had not strength to hold by the
rock against the returning wave, and disappeared under the
ship’s bow for ever!

The loss of the general secems the more unfortunate, as be-
ing the only individual who perished ; even a woman, who
had been delivered of a child not more than three or four
hours, was removed from her bed with her infant, and were
both taken on hoard the Leda in safety, notwithstanding her
apparent danger.

A man also who had broken his léeg two days before, was
got safe on shore, without injuring the new-set limb. Alout
8 A. M. or soon after, the ship went to pieces, and neither
. the officers, or any other person, could save any effects.
Some casks were washed on shore after the ship broke up.
On the shore were three anchors laid across each other, with-
out stocks, and near them part of the wreck of a large ship ;
both of which appeared as if they had been there a very
long time: they also saw the skeleton of a large turtle;
found no water ; but saw several spots of coarse rushes grow-
ing on the low parts of the sandy island.
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CHAP. VII.

Sail for Rio Janciro—drrival there—Description of that
City and the Environs—Particular dccount o f the Dia-
mond Mines.

HAVING completed our water and provisions, and ot
in a new bowsprit, we sailed ou Monday the 25th of No-
vember, with dispatches for Rio Janeiro, leaving all the
flect nearly ready for sea. ,

Nothing worthy of remark occurred on the passage until
Sunday the Ist of December, when we made Cape Frio:
but being deceived by their great similarity, were nearly
embayed in consequence of mistaking the istand of Danco-
ran for the above cape. On Monday the 24, we were in
latitnde 25° 327 South, the high land over Rio Jancivo bear-
ing N.W. by W. about ten or twelve leagues distant.

On Tuesday the 3d, at five in the afternoon, we entered
the harbour of Rio Janeiro, and were hailed from the fort
of Santa Cruz, desiring us to anchor under the guns of the
fort, which mandate, about ten minutes after, was enforced
by a gun. We came to in twelve fathoms, with the fol-
lowing bearings : SantaCruz S.S. E. ; Sugar Loaf S.8.W .;
Isle of Cobras N.W.

Rio de Janciro, a city of South America, capital of a
Jurisdiction, and the present capital of Brazil, situated on a
river of the same name, lies in latitude 22° 54" South, and
longitude 42° 43" West trom Greenwich.

Rio de Janeiro, or the River of Januarius, was probably
s0 called from its having been discovered on the feast of that
saint ; and the town, which is the capital of the Portuguese
dominjons in America, derives its name from the river,
which, indeed, is rather an arm of the sea, for it does not
appear to receive any considerable stream of fresh water: it
stands on a plain, close to the shore, on the west side of the
bay, at the foot of several high mountains. It is tolerably
well designed and built : the houses in general are of stone,
and two stories high, every house having, after the manner
of the Porfuguese, a verandah. Its circuit, captain Cook
estimated at about three miles; for it appears to be cqual in
size to" the largest county towns in England. The streets
are straight, and of a convenient breadth, intersecting each
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other at richt angles; the grcater part, however, lie ina
Fe with the citadel, called St. Sebastian, which stands on
the top of a hill that commands the town. It is supplied
with water from the ncighbouring hills, by an aqueduct,
which is raised upon two stories of arches, and is said in
some places 1o be at a great height from the ground, from
which the water is conveyed by pipes into a fountain in the
great square that exactly fronts the viceroy's palace.  The
waler at this fountain, however, is so bad, that captain
Cook’s company, who had been two months at sea confined
to that in casks, which was almost always foul, could not
drin'c it with pleasurc.  Walter of a better quality is laid
into some other parts of the town. The churches are very
fine; and theve 1s more religious parade in this place, than
in any of the popish countries in Iinrope; there is a proces-
sion ef some parish every day, with various insignia, all
splendid and costly i the highest degree. 'They beg money,
and say prayers in great form at the corner of every street.
‘T'he governmment here, as to its form, is mixed; it is notwith-
standing very despotic in fact; it consists of the viceroy,
the governor of the town, and a council.  Without the
consent of this council, in which the viceroy has a casting
vote, no tudicial act should be performed, yet both the vice-
voy and covernor frequently commit persons to prison at
their own pleasure, and sometimes send them fo Lishon,
without acquainting their friends or family with what is
Iaid to 4lwciv charee, or where they may be found. 'To res
strain the people from travelling into the country, and get-
tine into any district where gold and diamonds may be
found, of both which there is much more than the govern-
went can ctherwise secure, certain. bounds ave prescribed
them at the discretion of the vieeroy, somctimes at a few,
and sometimes at many miles distance from the city. The
inhahitants, who arc very numerous, consist of Portuguese,
nervoes, and Indians, the originsl natives of the country.
Ve township of Rio, which'is but « small part of the ca-
pitanca or provinee, is saitd to contain 37,000 white persons,
andd 629.000 blacks, many of whom are free, making toge-
ther 660,000, 'The military establishiment here consists of
twelve regiments of regular troops, six of which are Portu-
guese, and six creoles, and twelve other regiments of pro-
vinelal militin, It is generally allowed, that the women
both of the Spanish and Portuguese settlements in Sonth
Awerica, make less scruple of granting personal favours,
than those of any other civilized eountry in the workd,
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Murders are frequently committed here; but the cliurches
afford an asylum to the criminal. 'Fhe country round the
town is beautiful in the highest degree, the wildest spots
being varied with a greater laxuriance of {lowers, both as
to number and beauty, than the best gardens in iingland.
Upon the trees and bushes sit an alinost cadless varety of
birds, especially small ones, many of them covered with
the most clegant plumage, among which was the hemmung
bird. Of insects too there was a great vartety, and some
of them very beautiful ; but they were mueh more nimble
than those of Europe, especially the butterflies, most of
which flew near the tops ot the trees, and were thereiore very
difficalt to be caught, except when the sea breeze blew fresh,
which kept them ncarer to the ground.

There is the appearance of but little cultivation, the
greater part of the land is wholly uncultivated, and very
little care and labour secem to have been bestowed npon the
rest ; there are, indeed, little patches of gardens, in which
many kinds of European garden-stuft are produced, parti-
cularly cabbuages, pease, beans, kidney-beans, turnips, and
white radishes, but all much inferior to our own: water-
melons and pine apples arcalso produced in these spots, and
they are the only fruits we saw cultivated, though the coun-
try produces musk-inelons, oranges, lemons, sweet lemons,
citrons, plantains, bananas, mangos, mamance apples, aca-
Jou or cashon apples, and nnts, jamboira of two hinds, one
of which bears a small hlack fruit, cocoa nuts, palm nats
of two kinds, one long, the other round, and paim berries 3
of these fruits the water-melons and oranges are the best in
their kind : the pine apples are much inferior to those in
Iingland, they arc indeed more juicy and sweet, but have

1o flavour. The melons are mealy and insipid, bat the

water-melons are excellent ; they have a flavour, at least a
degree of acidity, which the English have not: there are
also several species of the prickle pear, and some linropean
fruits, particulatly the apple and peach, both which were
mealy and insipid. In these gardens also grow yaims and
amanioc, which in the YWest ladics is called cassada or cas-
sava. ‘Lhe soil, tLoegh it produces tobacco and sugar,
will not produce bread corn: so that the people here huve
no wheat-flour but what is brought from Portugal, and sold
at the rate of Is. a pound, though it is generally spoiled by
being heated in its passage. As to manufactures, captain
Cook neither saw nor heard ol any, except that of cotton
hammocks, in which people arc carvied about here as they
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arc with us in sedan chairs; and these are principally; if
not wholly, fabricated by the Indians. ‘The riches of the
place consist chiefly in the mines, which lie far up the coun-
try. Muach gold is certainly broaght from these mines, but
at an expence of life that must striike every man to whom
custom has not made it familiar with Lorror : no less than
40,000 negroes are anrually iinported on the king’s account,
to work the mines.  T'he mines which are ecalled General,
are nearest to the city, being aboui 225 miles distant. 'They
annually bring uato the iiing for his. 6fh part at least 112
_arrobas of gold ; in 1762 they brougiit in 119. Under the
governmeat of the General Mines, are comprehended those
of Rio das Mortes, of Sabara, and of Sero Frio. The last
place, besides gold, produces all the diamonds that come
from the Brazils: they are in the bed of a river, which is "
led aside, in order afterwards to separate the diamonds, to- |
pazes, chrysolites, and other stones of inferior goodness, from |
the pebbles among which they lie.  All these stones, dias
mouds excepted, are not contraband, they belong to the
possessors of the mines ; but they are obliged to give a very
exact account of the diamonds they find, and to pui theminto
the hands of asurveyor whom the king appoints for this pur-
pose: thesurveyor immediately deposits them in a liitle casket
covered with plates of iron, and locked up by three locks ; he
hasore of {he keys, the viceroy another, and the provador de
hazienda reale, the third. This casket is encloscd in another,
on which are the seals of the three persons above mentioned,
and which contains the three keys to the first. The viceroy
is not allowed to view its contents ; he only places the whole
in a third cotfer, which he sends to Lisbon, after putting his i
scal onit. It is opened in the king’s presence, he chooses 'rdl
the diwmonds which he likes out of it, and pays their price
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